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The .B-R.I-T.O.N. 8. 


fr ] \HE curiofity, entertained by all civilized nations, c H a P. 
of enquiring into the exploits and adventures of 3 
their anceftors, commonly excites a regret that 

the hiftory of remote ages fhould always be fo much in- 

volved in obfcurity, uncertainty, and contradi@tion. In- 

genious men, pofleffed of leifure, are apt to pufh their “ 
refearches beyond the period, in which literary monu- 
ments are framed or preferved; without reflecting, that 

the hiftory of paft events is immediately loft or disfigured, 

when intrufted to memory and oral tradition, and that the 

adventures of barbarous nations, even if they were re- 
VoL. I, B corded, 


“ORY OF ENGLAND. 


could afford little or no entertainment to mer 


amore cultivated age. ‘The convulfions of a ci- 


a 


1 ftate ufuz uly compofe the moft inftructive and mott 


interefting. part of its hiftory; but the fudden, violent, and 


are fo 
much guided by caprice, and terminate fo often in cruelty, 


unprepared revolutions, incident to Barbaria: 


that they difguft us by the uniformity of their appearance ; 
and it is ‘ ratlrer sr fortunate for letters that they are buried in 
filence and oblivion. 1 he only certain means, by which 


nations can 


e their curiofity in refearches concerning; 


in, is to beige the language, manners, 


of their anceftors, and to co compare them with 
thofe of the ‘aeighebouielng natio: 


: he fables, which 
are commonly employed to fupply the place of true hif- 
tory, ought entirely to be difregarded; or if any excep 
tion be admitted to-this general rule, it can only be in 
favour of the ancient Grecian fictions, which are fo cele- 
brated and-fo-ao 


eeable, that they will ever be the objects 


ttention of mankind. Negle 


iag, therefore, all 
ons or rather tales concerning the more eats hiftory 


ll only confider the-ftate of the inha- 
as it appeared to the Romans on their invafion of 
this country: We fhall briefly run over the ey vents, which 


attended the. conqueft made ee Bok empire, as 


Roman than Britith ftory: We fhall haften 
through the obfcure and uninterefti 


onging 


as riod of feet 


times, when the tt th: is Both fo well ‘ieertaitied aa 
complete as to promife entertainment and inftruGion to 


the reader. 
7 


ALL ancient writers agree in reprefenting the firft inha- 
bitants of Britain as a tribe of the Gauls-or Ce ste, 
peopled that ifland from the neighbouring 
Their language was the fame, their manne hers, their go+ 


vernment, their fuperftition; varied on] y by thofe {mall 
differences 


who 
continent: 


7W hich time ora communication W rith the bor- 


dering 


TRB RE THOEN: S} 


> 


Pe 


dering nations muft neceflarily introduce. “The inhabi- C H A P. 


tants of Gaul, efpecially in thofe parts which lye conti- 
guous to Italy, had acquired, from a commerce with 
their fouthern neighbours; fome refinement in the arts, 
which gradually diffufed themfelves northwards, and 
{pread buta very faint light over this ifland: The Greek 
and Roman navigators or merchants (for there were 
{carcely any other travellers in thofé ages) brought back 
the moft fhockin; g accounts of the ferocity of the people, 
ad- 
miration of their countrymen, The fouth-eaft parts; 
however, of Britain had already, before the age of Czfar, 
made the firft and moft requifite ftep towards a civil fettles 


which they magnifie » as ufual, in order to excite the 


ment; and the Britons; by 


‘iculture, had 
= ine 


T} ather inh- 
£ne otner inna 


there encreafed to a great multitude 4, 


bitants of the ifland {till maintained themfelves | by pafture: 


‘They were clothed with kins of beatts : They dwelt in 
huts, which they reared in the forefts and marfhes, with 
which the country was covered: ‘They fhifted eafily their 
habitation, when actuated either by the hoges of plunder 
or the fear of an enemy: The convenience of feeding 
their cattle was even a fufficient motive for removing their 


feats: And as they were ignorant of all the refinements of 


1 1] 


life, their wants and their pofleffions were equa lly. feanty 
ang: limited, 

& Britons were divided into many fmall nations or 
os. and being a military people, whofe fole property 


was their arms and their cattle, it was impoflible, after 
they had acquired a relifh of liberty, for their princes or 
chieftains to eftablifh any defpotic authority over them. 
Their governments, oe menarchical, » were free, as 
well 1ofe of all the Celtic nations; and the common 
people aoe even to ne enjoyed more liberty among 
them*, than among the nations of Gaul *, from whom 

2 Cefar, lib, 4, b Diod. Sic. libs 4. Melas lib. 2. Caps 6. 
Strabo, libs 4. € Dion Caffius, lib. 75. a Cpfar, lib. 6. 


B 2 they 


I, 
Neem panned 


y 
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P, they were defcended. Each ftate was divided into fac» 


cet ions within itfelfe¢: It was agitated with jealoufy or ani- 


mofity againft the neighbouring ftates: And while the 
arts of peace were yet unknown, wars were the chief oc- 
cupation, and formed the chief object of ambition, among 
the people. 

Tue religion of the Britons was one of the moft con- 
fiderable parts of their. government; and the Druids, who 
were their priefts, pofleffed’ great authority among them. 
Befides miniftering at the altar, and dire@ting all religious 
duties, they prefided over the education of youth; they 
enjoyed an immunity from wars and taxes; they pofleffed 
both the civil and criminal jurifdiction; they decided all 
controverlies among ftates as well as among private per= 
fons, and whoever refufed to fubmit to their decree was 
expofed to the moft fevere penalties. The fentence of 
excommunication was denounced againft him: He was 
forbid accefs to the facrifices or public worfhip: He was 
debarred all intercourfe with his fellow-citizens, even in 
the common affairs of life: His company was univerfally 


Tle 


fhunned, as profane and dangerous: He was refufed the 
protection of law f: And death itfelf became to him an 
acceptable relief from the mifery and infamy to which he 
was expofed. Thus, the bands of government, which 
were naturally loofe among that rude and turbulent peo= 
ple, were happily corroborated by the terrors of their fu- 

perftition. 

No fpecies of fuperftition was ever more terrible than 
that of the Druids. Befides the fevere penalties, which 
it was in the power of the ecclefiaftics to inflict in this 
world, they inculcated the eternal tran{migration of fouls 


and thereby extended their author ‘ity as far-as the fe 
their timorous votaries. 


ars of 
They practifed their rites in dark 


groves or other fecret recefles ®; and in order to throw a 


© Tacit. Agr, f Czefar, lib. 6, 


i : : 
Strabo, lib, 4, & Plin. 
lib, 2. cap. 3. 


greater 


THE ROMANS. . 


creater my ftery over their religion, they communicated’© HA P. 
their do&trines only to the initiated , and ftrictly forbad as , 
the committing of f them to writing; left they fhould at any 

time be expofed to the examination of the profane vulgar. 

Human facrifices were practifed among them: The fpoils 

of war were often devoted to their divinities; and hey 
punifhed with the fevereft tortures whoever dared to fecrete 

any part of the confecrated offering: Thefe treafures they 

kept in woods and forefts, fecured by no other guard 

than the terrors of their-religion®; and this conqueft over 

human avidity may be regarded as more fignal than their 
prompting men to the moft extraordinary and moft violent 

efforts. No idolatrous worfhip ever attained fuch an 
afceridant over mankind as that of the ancient Gauls and 

Britons; and the Romans, after their conqueft, finding 

it impoffible to reconcile thofe nations to the Jaws and in- 
ftitutions of their mafters, while it maintained its autho- 

sity, were at laft obliged to abolifh-it by penal ftatutes ; 

a violence, which hz ad never in es other inftance aes 
practifed by t thofe tolerating-conquerors ! 
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r | SHE Britons had long remained in this rude but,in- 
dependant ftate, when Cefar, having over-run all 
Gaul by his victories, firft caft his eye on their ifland. 


He was not allured either by its riches or its renown; but 
being ambitious of carrying the Roman arms into a new 
world, then moftly unknown, he took advantage of a 
fhort interval in his Gaulic wars, and made an invafion 
on Britain. The. natives, informed of his intention, 
were fenfible of the unequal conteft, and endeavoured to 
appeafe him by fubmiffions, which, however, retarded 


not the execution of his defign. After fome refiftance 
p=) > 


h Cefar, ‘lib, 6, i Sueton, in Vita Claudii. 
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CHA P. he landed, as is fuppofed, at Deal; and having obtained 


e 5S 


} 


; feveral advantages over the Britons, and obliged them ta 
— Db : = 
Anno ant. pron i i 
C. 55, : 


{e hofbages for their future obedience, he was con- 


Va 


ied, by the neceffity of his aff; 


s, and the approach 
The Bri- 


€ 
’ » c : Pr? 
tons, relieved from the terror of his arms, neglected the 


performance of their ftipulations ; and that haughty con- 


queror refolved next fummer to chaftife them for this 


breacn of treaty. He landed with a greater. force; and 


5) 
2) 
ia) 


il 


from the Bri- 
5 one of their 
petty princes; he difcomfited them in every action. He 


advanced into the country; pafied the Thames in the-face 


of the enemy; took and burned the capital.of Caffivelau- 
nus; eftablithed his ally, Mandubratius, in the fovereignty 
ef the Trinobantes; and having obliged the inhabitants 
to make him new fubmiffions, he again returned with his 
army into Gaul, and left the authority of the Romans 
more nominal than real in this ifland. 


nr 


Tne civil wars, which enfued, and wl 


though he found a more regular refiftar 
1 


tons, who had united under Caf 


h prepared 
monarchy in Rome, 


the way for the eftablifhment of 
faved the Brit 


ns from that yoke, which was ready to be 
impofed upon them. Auguttus, the fucceflor of Czfar, 
content with the victory obtained over the libe 


erties of his 
own country, was little ambitious of acquiring fame by 


foreign wars ; and being apprehenfive left the 


fame unli- 
nited extent of dominion, which had fubverted the repub- 


helm the empire, he recommended 


it to his fucceffors never to enlarge the territories of the 
Romans. 


Tiberius, jealous of the fame, which might 
be acquired by his generals, made this advice of Auguftus 
@ pretence for his inactivity *. The mad fallies of Cali- 
gula, in which he menaced Britain with an invafion, 
ferved only to expofe himfelf 


and the empire to ridicule: 
e Rriz °C aC 24 } 1 
And the Britons had now, during almoft a century, en- 


lic, might alfo overw 


& Tacit. Agr, 
§ 


joyed 


joyed. their li beet unmolefted; when the Romans, 


reign of Claudius 


them under their 20 minions 
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Without 


in the C H:A Ps 


feeking any more 


juftifiable reafons of hoftility than were employed by the 


later Europez ANS in fubjeating the Africans and Americans, 


they fent over an army under the command of Plautius, 


an able generé al; who gained fome victor 


éto 


confiderable progrefs in fubduing the inhabitants. 


dius himfelf, 


al id made a 


Clau- 


finding matters fafficiently prepared for his 


reception, made a journey into Britain; and received the 
fabmiffion of feveral Britith ftates, the Cantii, Atrebates, 


Regni, and Trinobantes, 
and whom their pofleffions and culti- 


parts of the ifland, 


Vat ted 1 


the expence: of their liberty, 


The other Britons, 


who inhabited: the fouth-eatft 


nner of life rendered'willing to purchafe peace at 


under 


the command of Caraétacus, ftill maintained an obftinate 
refiftance, and the Romans made little progrefs againft 
them; till Oftorius Scapula was fent over to command 


their armies. 


This general advanced the Roman con- 


quefts over the Britons ; pierced into the country of the 
Silures, a warlike nation, who inhabited the banks of the 


Severne ; 


defeated Cara¢tacus in a great battle; took him 


prifoner, and fent him to Rome, where his magnanimous 
behaviour procured him better treatment than thofe con- 


querors ufually beftowed on captive princes 1, 
NorwirHsTaNDING thefe misfortunes, the Britons 


were not fubdued ; 


and this ifland was regarded by the 


ambitious Romans as a field in which military honour 


might ftill be a acquired. 


Under the reign of Nero, Sue- 


tonius Paulinus was invefted with the command, and 
prepared to fienalize his name by victories over thofe 


barbarians. 


Anglefey, was the chief feat of 


Finding that the ifland of Mona, now 
the Druids, he refolved 


to attack it, and to fubject a place, which was the center 


t Tacit. Ann, lib. 127 


B4 


of 


A.D, 43. 


, began. to think ferioufly of. reducing ) 


tJ their baffled forces. 
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AP 


y,’ Of their fuperftition, and which afforded protection to alt 


The Britons endeavoured to obftrua 
his facred ifland, both by the force of their 
arms and the terrors of their religion. The women and 
priefts were intermingled with the foldiers upon the fhore; 
and running about with flaming torches in their hands, 
and toffine their difhevelled hair, they ftruck greater ter- 
ror into the aftonifhed Romans by their howlings, cries, 
and execrations, than the real danger from the armed 
forces was able to infpire. But Suetonius, 


troops to defpife the menaces of a fuperftition, which 


-m to the attack, drove the Bri- 
] 


the Druids in the fame fires 


his landing on tl 


exhorting his 


they defpifed, impelled the 
tons off the field, burned 
which thofe priefts had 


prepared for their Captive enemies, 
deftroyed 


all the confecrated groves and altars ; and, hav- 
ing thus triumphed over the religion of the Britons, he 
thought his future progrefs would be eafy, in reducing 
the people to fubjetion. But he was difappointed in his 
expectations. The Britons, 


taking advantage of his ab- 
fence, were all in arms; and 


headed by Boadice 


a, queen 
of the Iceni, who had been tre: 


ated in the moft ignomini- 
ous manner by the Roman tribunes, had already attacked 
with fuccefs fevera] fettlements of th 

ors. Suetonius h 


which wa 


eir infulting conquer- 
aftened to the protection of I 
s already a flourifhing city; but he 
arrival, that it would be requifite for t] 
abandon that place to the merci] 
London was reduced to 
remained in it, 


-ondon, 
found on his 
1e general fafety to 
efs fury of the enemy. 
athes ; fuch of 
were cruelly maflacred ; 
to the number of 
fword without diftinction ; 
the war thus bloody, feem 
hopes of peace or compofliti 
cruelty w 
battle 


the inhabitants as 
the Romans and 
70,000, were put to the 
and the Britons, by rendering 
ed determined to cut off all 
on with the enemy. 
as revenged: by Suetonius in a grea - 
» Where 80,006 of the Britons 
rifhed; and Boadicea herfelf, rather 


al] ftrangers, 


But this 
t and decifive 
are faid to have pe- 
than fall into the 


hands 
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hands of the enraged victor, put an end to her own life by © ss P. 


poifon ™. Nero foon after recailed Suetonius from a go-, ony 


vernment, where, by fuffering and infliting fo many 
feverities, he was judged improper for compofing the an- 
gry and alarmed minds of the inhabitants. After fom 
interval, Cerealis received the command from V refvalian, 
and by his bravery propagated the terror of the Roman 
arms.’ Julius Frontinus fucceeded Cerealis both in’autho- 
rity and in reputation: But the general, who finally 
eftablifhed the dominion of the Romans in this ifland, 
was Julius Agricola, who governed. it in the reigns of 
Vefpafian, Titus, and Domitian, and diftinguifhed him- 
felf in that {cene of action. 


THis great commander formed.a regular plan for fub- 


S 


duing Britain, and rendering the acquifition ufeful to the 
onguerors. He carried his victorious arms northwards, 
defeated the Britons in every encounter, pierced cate the 
inacceflible forefts and mountains of Caledonia, reduced 
every ftate to fubjection in the fouthern parts of the 1 ifland, 
and chaced before him all the men of fiercer and more 
intractable fpirits, who deemed war and death itfelf lefs 
intolerable than fervitude under the victors. He even 


defeated them in a decifive action, which they fou 


=} 
le 
my oct 


under Galgacus, their leader; and having fixed a chair 
garrifons, between the friths of Clyde and Forth, he 
thereby cut off the ruder and more barren parts of the 
ifland, and fecured the Roman province from the incur- 
fions of the barbarous inhabitants °. 
Durine thefe military enterprizes, he neglected not 
the arts of peace. He introduced laws and civility among 
the Britons, taught them to defire and raife all the con- 
veniencies of life, reconciled them to the Reman lan- 
guage and manners, inftruéted them in_letters and fcience, 
and employed every expedient to render thofe chains, 


™ Tacit, Anne lib, 14. n Tacit. Agr. 
which 
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hich he had forged, both eafy and agreeable to them?®, 


ey— The inhabitants, having experienced how unequal. their 


own force was to refift that of the Romans, acquiefced, 
in the dominion of their matters, 


and. were gradually. in- 
g 
corporated 


as a part of that mighty empire, 
TH1s was the laft 


durable conqueft made by the Ro- 
mans; and Britain, 


once fubdued, gave no farther inquie 


Caledonia alone, defended by its 
ins, and by the contempt which the Ro- 
mans entertained for it, fometimes infefted the more 
cultivated parts of the ifland by the incurfions of its inha- 
‘he better to fecure’ the frontiers of the empire, 
Adrian, who vifited this ifland, built a rampart between 
the river Tyne and the frith of Solway: Lollius Urbicus, 
under Antoninus Pius, ere&ted one in the place where 


Agricola had formerly eftablifhed his garrifons: Severus, 


who made an expedition into Britain, and carried his 
arms to the moft ‘northern extremity of it, added new 
fortifications to the wall of Adrian; and during 
of all the Roman emperors, fuch a profound tranquillity 
prevailed in Britain, that little mention is made of the 
affairs of that ifland by 


y any hiftorian, 
dents, which occur, 


etude to the viétor. 


barren mounta 


bitants. J 


the reigns 


The only inci- 
are fome feditions or rebellions of 
the Roman legions quartered there, and fome ufurpations 


of the imperial dignity by the Roman governors. The 


natives, difarmed, difpirited, and fubmiffive, had loft al} 
defire and even idea of their former liberty and independ- 
ance, 

Bur the period wa 


as now come, when that enormous 
fabric of the Rom 


an empire, which had diffufed {] 
together with peace and Civility, over fo 
confiderable a part of the globe, was approaching towards 
its final diffolution, Italy, and the e 
removed, during fo many 


avery 
and oppreffion, 


center of the empire, 
ages, from all. concern in the 


* Tacit, Agr, 


wars, 
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wars, had entirely loft the military {pirit, and were peo- CHAP, 
. Scene f : i. 
> 7 an enerv d race. eg liv ine fed t fub oti PS 
pled by an enervated race, equally difpofed to fubmit to a mags 
foreign yoke, or to the tyranny of their own rulers. The 


emperors found themfelves obliged to recruit their | egions 


from the frontier provinces, where the genius of war, 


though languifhing, was not totally extin@; and thefe 


mercenary forces, car inst civil inftitutions, 


efs dangerous to the 


eftablifhed a military governn 


by 


fovereign than to the people, arther progrefs of the 
fame diforders introduced the bordering barbarians into 

the fervice of the Romans ; and thofe fierce nations, hav- 
ing now added difcipline and fkill their native bravery, 
could no longer be reftrained by the impotent policy of 


J 


ed to employ one in the 


the emperors, who were accu 


deftruction of the ethers. Senfible of their own force, 
and allured by the profpect of fo rich a prize, the nor- 


rn of Arcadius and Honorius, 


thern ba 
aflailed at once all the frontie 


ians, in ther 


rs of the Roman empire; 


and having firft fatiated their avidity by plunder, ‘b 


to think of fixing a fettlement in the waftec 


‘The more diftant barbarians, who occupied the de 


habitations of the former, a anced = their naegee es 


iLOManN itate 


and preffed with their incu 


already unequal to th e lo = wl fuftained. Initead 
of arming the people in their own defence, the emperors 


recalled all the diftant legions, in w hom alc 


repofe confidence ; and pulle Ged the whole 1 


for the defence of the capital and center of the e 


The neceflity of felf-prefervation had fuperfeded the am- 
bition of power; and the ancient point of honour, never 


to contra& the limits of the empire, could no longer be 


attended to in this defperate extremity. 
Britain by its fituation was removed from the fury 


of thefe barbarous incurfions; and being alfo a remote 
the legions, 
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€ a P. Ttaly and Gaul. But that province, though fecured by 
Loy the fea againft the inroads of the greater tribes of barba-~ 
rians, found enemies on its frontiers, who took advantage 

of its prefent defencelefs fituation. The Pi@s and Scots, 
who dwelt in the northern parts, beyond the wall of An- 
toninus, made incurfions upon their peaceable and effemi= 
nate neighbours; and befides the temporary depredations 
which they committed, thefe combined natiens threatened 
the whole province with fubjeétion, or, what the inhabi- 

» fants more dreaded, with plunder and devattation, The 
former people feem to have been a tribe of t] 
tith race, who, having been chaced into the northern parts 
by the conquefts of Agricola, had there intermingled with 
the ancient inhabitants: The other were derived from the 
fame Celtic origin, had fir been eftablithed in Treland, 
had fent over a colony to the north-weft coafts of this 
ifland, and had long been accuftomed, as well from their 
old as their new feats, to infeft the Roman province by 
pytacy and rapine *, - Thefe tribes, finding their more 
opulent neighbours expofed to iny 
the Roman wall, no longer defende 
and though a co 


he native Bri- 


afion, foon broke over 
d by the Roman arms ; 
ntemptible enemy in themfelves, met with 


no refiftance from the unwarlike inhabitants. ~Fhe Bri- 
tons, 


accuftomed to have recourfe to the emperors for de- 
fence as well as government, made fupplications to Rome; 
and one legion was fent over for their protection. This 
force was an over-match for the barbarians, repelled their 
invafion, routed them in every engagement, and having 
chaced them into their ancient limits, returned in triumph 
to the defence of the fouthern province 
Their retreat brought on a n 
The Britons made again an 
obtained again the affiftance 
effeCtual for their relief : 


s of the empire P, 


ew invafion of the enemy, 
application to Rome, and 
of a legion, which proved 
But the Romans, reduced to 


* See’Note [A] at the end of the Volume. 
® Gildas, Bede, lib, x, €3p. 12. Paull, Diacon, 
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extremities at home, and fatigued with thofe diftant ex-C #4 P- 
peditions, informed the Britons that they muft no longer Ly 


look to them for fuccour, exhorted them to arm in their 


own defence, and urged, that, as they were now their’ 


own matters, it became them to protect by their valour 
that independance, which their ancient lords had confer- 
red upon them’. That they might leave the iffand with 
the better grace, the Romans affifted them im erecting 
anew the wall of Severus, which was built entirely of 
ftone, and which the Britons had not at that time artifi- 
cers fkilful enough to repair’. And having done this laft 
good office to the inhabitants, they bid a final adieu to 
Britain, about the year 448; after being mafters of the 
moft confiderable part of it during the courfe of near four 
centuries. 


The BRITONS. 


HE abje& Britons regarded this prefent of li- 

berty as fatal to them; and were in no condition 
to put in practice the prudent counfel given them by the 
Romans, to arm in their own defence. Unaccuftomed 
both to the perils of war, and to the cares of civil govern+ 
ment, they found themfelves incapable of forming or exe- 
cuting any meafures for refifting the incurfions of the 
barbarians. Gratian alfo and Conftantine, two Romans 
who had a little before aflumed the purple in Britain, 
had carried over to the continent the flower of the Britifh 
youth; and having perifhed in their unfuccefsful attempts 
on the imperial throne, had defpoiled the ifland of thofe, 
who, in this defperate extremity, were beft able to defend 
it. The Picts and Scots, finding that the Romans had; 
finally relinquifhed Britain, now regarded the whole as 


their prize, and attacked tl oS wall with redoub- . 


% Bede, lib. 1. cap, 12. © Ibid. 
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e agi P. led forces. The Britons, already fubdued by their owii 
Ringe fears, found the ramparts but a weak defence for them ; 


and deferting their ftation, left the country entirely oper 
to the inroads of the barbarous enemy. The invaders 
carried devaftation and ruin along with them; and exerted 
to the utmoft their native ferocity, which was not miti- 
gated by the helplefs condition and fubmiffive behaviour of 
the inhabitants *, The unhappy Britons had a third 
time recourfe to Rome; which had declared its refolution 
for ever to abandon them. fEtius, the Patrician, fuf- 
tained, at that time, by his valour and magnanimity, the 
tottering ruins of the empire, and revived for a moment 
among the degenerate Romans the {pirit, as well as difci- 
pline of their anceftors: The Britith ambafladors carried 
to him the letter of their countrymen, which was in-« 
fcribed, The Groans of the Britons. The tenor of the 
epiftle was fuitable to its fuperfcription. The barbarians, 
fay they; on the one hand, chace us into the fea; the fea, 
on the other, throws us back upon the barbarians 3 and we 
have only the hard choice left us, of perifhing by the Sword or 
by the wavest. But fEtius, prefled by the arms of Attila, 
the moft terrible enemy that ever affailed the empire, had 
no leifure to attend to the complaints of allies, whom 
generofity alone could induce him to affift", The Bri- 
tons, thus rejected, were reduced to defpair, deferted 
their habitations, abandoned tillage, and flying for pro- 
tection to the forefts and Mountains, fuffered equally 
from hunger and from the enemy. The barbarians them- 
felves began to feel the preflures of famine in a countr 

which they had ravaged; and being hataffed by the dif. 
perfed Britons, who had not dared to refit them in z 


§ Gildas, Bede, lib. 1, Ann, Eeverl. p. ag. t Gildas, Bede, 
Hib. x. cap, 13) Malmetbury, lib. 7, Cape ft. Ann. Beverl, Ps 45 
© Chron. Sax, p, x1, Edit, 1692, 
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body, they retreated with their fpoils into their own © — Ps 
country Bs Qeenyend 
Tue Britons, taking advantage of this interval, re- 
turned to their ufual occupations; and the favourable 
feafons, which fucceeded, feconding their induftry, made 
them foon forget their paft miferies, and reftored to them 
great plenty of all the neceflaries of life. No more can 
be imagined to have been pofleffed by a people fo rude, 
who had not, without the affiftance of the Romans, art 
of mafonry fufficient to raife a ftone rampart for their own 
defence: Yet the Monkith hiftorians *, who treat of thofe 
events, ‘complain of the luxury of the Britons during this 
period, and afcribe to that vice, not to their cowardice 
or improvident counfels, all their fubfequent calamities. 
Tue Britons, entirely occupied in the enjoyment of 
the prefent interval of peace, made no provifion for refift- 
ing the enemy, who, invited by their former timid beha- 
viour, foon threatened them with a new invafion. We 
are not exa¢tly informed what fpecies of civil government 
the Romans on their departure had left among the Bri- 
tons; but it.appears probable, that the great men in the 
different diftriats aflumed a kind of regal, though preca- 
rious authority; and livedin a great meafure independant 
of each otherY. ‘To this difunion of counfels were alfo 
added the difputes of theology; and the difciples of Pcla- 
gius, who was himfelf a native of Britain, having en- 
creafed toa great multitude, gave alarm to the clergy, 
who feem to have been more intent on fupprefling them, 
than on oppofing the public enemy. Labouring under 
thefe -domeftic evils, and menaced with a foreign invafion, 
the Britons attended only to the fuggeftions of their pre- 
fent fears; and following the counfels of Vortigern, 


Ww Ann, Beverl. p. 45; x Gildas, Bede, lib. 1. cap. 14. 
¥ Gildas, Ufher Ant. Brit, p. 248. 347. Z Gildas, Bede, lib, 2. 
cap. 17. Conftant. in vita Germ. 


prince 


TRS AT 


Soe onemearepens TAs i ae 
oS PR at anise a 


x6 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


e Be P. prince of Dumnonium, who, though ftained with every 

Laaeaeecvice, pofleffed the chief authority among them , they 
fent into Germany a deputation to invite over the Saxons 
for their protection and affiftance. 


The. S:A X.O-N §, 
O* all the barbarous nations, known either in ari- 


cient or modern times, the Germans feem to have 
been the moft diftinguifhed both by their manners and po- 
litical inftitutions, and to have carried to the higheft pitch 
the virtues of valour and love of liberty; the only virtues 
which can have place among an uncivilized people, where 
juftice and humanity are commonly neglected. Kingly 
government, even when eftablifhed among the Germans, 
(for it was not univerfal) poffeffed a very limited autho- 
rity ; and though the fovereign was ufually chofen from 
amongft the royal family, he was directed in every mea- 
fure: by the common confent of the nation, over whom he 
prefided. When any important affairs were tranfacted, 
all the warriors met in arms ; the men of greateft autho- 
rity employed perfuafion to engage their confent; the 
people expreffed their approbation by rattling their armour, 
or their diffent by murmurs ; there was no neceffity for a 
nice fcrutiny of votes among a multitudé, who were ufu~ 
ally carried with a {trong current to one fide or the other ; 
and the meafure, thus fuddenly chofen by general agree~ 
ment, was executed with alacrity, and profecuted with 
vigour. Even in war, the princes governed more by ex- 
ample than by authority: But in peace, the civil union 
was in a great meafure diflolved, and the inferior leaders 
adminiftered juftice, after an independant manner, each 
in his particular diftri@. Thefe were elected by the votes 
of the people in their great councils ; and though regard 
was paid to nobility in the choice, their perfonal qualities, 


a Gildas, Gul, Malm, Pr 8, 


chiefly 


‘, tE.. S.A XO N_S: 


chiefly their valour, procured them, from the fuffra 


theirfellow-citizens, that honourable but dangerous diftinc- 
tion. “Lhe warriors of each tribe attached themfelves to 


wes Or 


S 


their leader, with the moft devoted affetion and moft un- 
fhaken conftancy. ‘They attended him as his ornament 
in peace, as his defence in war, as his council in the ad- 
miniftration of juftice. ‘Their conftant emulation in mi- 
litary renown diffolved not that inviolable fr iendfhip which 
they profefled to their chieftain and to each other. To 
die for the honour of their band was their chief ambition: 
To furvive its difgrace, or the death of their leader, was 
infamous... They even carried into the field their women 
and children, who adopted all the martial fentiments of 
the men:. And being thus impelled by every human mo- 
tive, they were invincible; where they were not mi fed, 
either by the fimilar manners anc d inftitutions of the neigh- 
bouring Germans, or by the fuperior dif eins. arms, 
and numbers of the Romans ». 

‘THE leaders and their military pease were main- 
tained by the labour of t heir flaves, or by that of the 
weaker and lefs warlike part of the : einai whom 
they defended. ‘The contributions, which they levied, 
went not beyond a bare fubfiftence; and the honours, ac- 
quired by a fuperior rank, were the only reward of their 
fuperior dangers and fatigues. All the refined arts of life 
were unknown among the Germans: Tillage itfelf was 
almoft wholly neglected; They even feem to have been 
anxious to prevent any improvements of that nature; and 
the leaders, by annually diftributing anew all the land 
among the inhabitants of eac h village, kept them 
attaching themfelves to particular pofleflions, or making 
fuch progrefs in agriculture as might divert their at- 
tention from mt litary expeditions, the chief occupation of 
the community *. 

b Cefar, lib, 6, Tacit, de Mor. Germ. & Cafat, lib, &- Te- 
cit. ibid. 
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Ine Saxons had been for fome time regarded as one of 


I, : : > 
Lon m_wt the moft warlike tribes of this fierce people, and had be- 


come the terror of the neighbouring nations *. "They had 
diffufed themfelves from the northern parts of Germany 
and the Cimbrian Cherfonefus, and had taken pofleffion 
of all the fea-coaft from the mouth of the Rhine to Jut- 
land; whence they had long infefted by their pyracies all 
ern and fouthern parts of Britain, and the nor- 


the e 


t] 
thérn of Gaul*. In order to. oppofe their inroads, the 
Romans had eftablifhed an officer, whom they called Court 


of thé Saxon foore; and as the naval arts can flourifh among 


ivilized people alone, they feem to have been more fuc- 
cefsful in repelling the Saxons than any-of the other 
barbarians, by whom they were invaded. The diffolu- 
tion of the Roman power irtvited them to renew their. 
inroads; and it was an acceptable circumftance, that the 


of the Britons appeared among them, and prompt+ 


to undertake an enterprize, to which they were 
ciently inclined © 

Hencisr and Horfa, two brothers, poffefled great 
credit amiong the Saxons, and were much celebrated both 
for their valour and nobility. They were reputed, as 


moft.of the Saxon princes, to be prung from Woden, 
who was worfhipped as a god among thofe nations, and 
they are faid to be his great grandfons £; a circumftance 
which added much to their authority. We fhail not at- 
tempt to trace any higher the origin of thofe princes and 
nations. Itis evident what fruitlefs Iabour it muft be to 


fearch, in thofe barbarous and illiterate ages, for the an- 


nais of a people, when their firft leaders, known in any 


true hiftory, were believed by them to be the fourth in 
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rom a fabulous deity, or from a man, exalted by 
penorance into. that chatacter. The dark induftry of ar- 


YW. lib, 28. Orofius, © Amm, Marcell. lib. 27. 
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tiquaries, led by imaginary analogies of names, or by uri- c ee Pp. 
certain traditions, would in vain attempt to pierce into.) 
that deep obfcurity; which covers the remote hiftory of 

thofe nations: 

Turse two brothers, obferving the other provinces of 
Germany to be occupied by a warlike and neceflitous peo- 
ple, and the rich provinces of Gaul already conquered or 
over-run by other German tribes; found it eafy to per- 
fuade their countrymen. to embrace the fole enterprize, 
which promifed a favourable opportunity of difplaying 
their valour and gratifying their avidity: “They embarked 
their troops in three veflels, and about the year 449 or 
450°; carried over 1600 men, who landed in the ifle of 
‘Thanet, and immediately marched to the defence of the 
Britons againft the northern invaders. The Scots aad 
Pigs were unable to refift the valour of thefe auxiliaries; 
and the Britons; applauding their own wifdom in calling 
over the Saxons; hoped thenceforth to enjoy peace and 
fecurity under the powerful protection of that warlike 
people. 

Bur Hengift and-Horfa, perceiving, from their eafy 
victory over the Scots and Pi&ts, with what facility they 
might fubdue the Britons themfelves; who had not been 
able to refift thofe feeble invaders, were determined to con- 
quer and fight for their own grandeur, not for the de- 
fence of their degenerate allies; They fent intelligence 
to Saxony of the fertility and riches of Britain; and re- 
prefented as certain the fubjeétion of a people; fo long 
difufed to arms, who, being now cut off from the Ro- 
manempire, of which they had been a province during fo 
many ages, had not yet acquired arly union, among them- 
felves, and were deftitute of all affection to their new li- 
berties, and of all national attachments and regards ', 


h Saxon Chronicle, p, 12. Gul. Malm, p, 13, Huntington, lib, 2. 
p. 309. Ethelwerd, Brompton, p. 728. i Chron, Sax. p. 74, 


Ann, Beverl. p. 49. 
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eH A Pe The vices and pufillanimity of Vortigern, the Britiffy 
Tapes: z z ; 
Sissy leader, werea ne id of hope; and the Saxons in 


; fuch agreeable: profpects, foon rein= 


The Britons now began to enter- 

apprehenfions of their allies, “whofe numbers they 
found continually augmenting; but thought of no reme- 
dy, except a pailive fubmiffion’ and connivance. - This 
veak expedient foon failed them. The Saxons fought a 


quarrel by complaining, that their fubfidies were ill paid, 
and their provifions withdrawn *:; And immediately tak- 
g off the mafk, they formed an alliance with the Pi@s 
Scots, and proceeded to open hottility againft the Bri- 
tons. 


Tue Britons, impeNed by thefe violent extremities, 
and rouzed to indignation againft their treacherous auxili- 
aries, were neceffitated to take arms; and having depofed 
Vortigern, who had become odious from his vices, and 
from the bad event of his rafh counfels, they put them- 
felves under the command of his fon, Vortimer. They 
fought many battles with their enemies; and though the 
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S in thefe actions be difputed between the Britith 
and Saxon annalifts, the progrefs {till made by the Saxons 


prove that the advantage was commonly on their fide. In 


‘ 


one battle,. however, fought at Eglesford, now Aiulsford,. 
Horfa, the Saxon general, was flain; and left the fole 
command over his countrymen in the hands of Hengitt. 
Th s active general, continually reinforced by freth num- 
ters from Germany, carried devaftation. into the moft 
Femote corners: of Britain; “and being chiefly anxious te 
fpread the terror of his arms, he fpared:neither age, nor 
fex, nor condition, wherever he marched with his viG@o- 
rious forces. The:private and public edifices of the Bri- 
tosis were reduced to afhes: The priefts were flaughtered 

‘ »y thofe idolatrous- ravagers: The bifhops 
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and nobility fhared the fate of the vulgar: The people, © x AP, 
flying to the mountains and deferts, were intercepted and , ‘Pee: 
butchered in heaps: Some were glad to accept of life and 
fervitude under their vitors: Others, deferting their na~ 
tive country, took fhelter in the province of Armorica; 
where, being charitably received by a people of .the fame 
language and manners, «they fettled in great numbers, 
and gave the country the name of Brittany! 

Tue Britith writers affign one caufe, which facilitated 
the entrance of the Saxons into this ifland; the love, with 
which Vortigern was at firft feized for Rovena, the 
daughter of Hengift, and which that artful warrior made 
ufe of to blind the eyes of the imprudent monarch ™. The 


fame hiftorians add, that Vortimer died; and that Vorti- 
gern, being reftored to the throne, accepted of a banquet 
from Hengift, at Stonehenge; where 300 of his nobility 
were treacheroufly flaughtered, and himfelf detained cap- 
tive". But thefe ftories feem to have been invented by the 
Welfh authors, in order to palliate the weak refiftance 
made at firft by their countrymen, and to account for the 
rapid progrefs and licentious deva iftations of the Saxons °- 
Arrer the death of Vortimer, Ambrofius, a Briton, 
though of Roman defcent, was invefted with the com- 
mand over his countrymen, and endeavoured, not with- 
out fuccefs, to unite them in their refiftance againft the 
Saxons. Thofe contefts encreafed the animofity between 
the two nations, and rouzed the military fpirit of the an- 
cient inhabitants, which had before been funk into a fatal 
lethargy. Hengift, however, notwithftanding their op- 
pofition, ftill maintained his ground in Britain; and in 
order to divide the forces and attention of the natives, he 
called over a new tribe of Saxons, under the command of 


his brother OGa, and of Ebiffa, the fon of Odta; and he 


1 Bede, lib. x. cap. 15. Usher, p. 226, Gildas, § 24, 
m Nennius. Galfr. lib. 6, cap. 12. n Nennius, cap. 47. Galfr. 
© Stillingfleet’s Orig, Britt. p. 324, 325. 
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c ey P. fettled them in Northumberland. He himfelf remained 


ww in the fouthern parts of the ifland, and laid the foundation 


of the kingdom of Kent, comprehending the county of 
that name, Middlefex, Effex, and part of Surrey. He 
fixed his royal feat at Canterbury; where he governed 
about forty years, and he died in or near the year 488 ; 
leaving his new-acquired dominions to his pofterity. 

THE fuccefs of Hengift excited the avidity of the other 
northern Germans; and at different times, and under dif- 
ferent leaders, they flocked over in multitudes to the inva- 
fion of this ifland. Thefe conquerors were chiefly com- 
pofed of three tribes, the Saxons, Angles, and Jutes P, 
who all pafled under the common appellation, fome- 
times of Saxons, fometimes of Angles; and {peaking 
the fame language, and being governed by the fame infti- 
tutions, they were naturally led, from thefe caufes, as 
well as from their common intereft, to unite themfelves 
againft the ancient inhabitants. The refiftance however, 
though unequal, was ftill maintained by the Britons; but 
became every day more feeble: And their misfortunes ad- 
mitted of few intervals, til] they were driven into Cornwal 


and Wales, and received protection from the remote fitu- 
ation or inacceflible mountains of thofe countries. 

THe firft Saxon ftate, after that of Kent, which was 
eftablithed in Britain, was the kingdom of South-Saxony, 
In the year 4774, fElla, a Saxon chief, brought over 
an army from Germany ; and landing on the fouthern 
coaft, proceeded to take pofleflion of the neighbouring 
territory. The Britons, now armed, did not tamely 
abandon their pofleffions ; nor were they expelled, till de. 


F Bede, lib. 3, cap. 15. Ethelwerd, p, 333. edit. Camdeni, Chron, 
Sax, p. 12, Ann. Beverl. p. 5%. The inhabitants of Kent and the Ifle of 
Wicht were Jutes, Effex, Middlefex, Surrey, Suffex, and all the fouthern 
counties to Cornwal, were peopled by Saxons : Mercia and other parts of the 
kingdom were inhabited by Angles, po 
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feated in many battles by their warlike invaders. The © oe P, 


moft memorable action, mentioned by hiftorians, is that Coe/peumad 


of Mearcredes-Burn'; where, though the Saxons feem 
to have obtained the victory, they fuffer ed fo confiderable 
a lofs, as fomewhat retarded the progret fs of their con- 
quefts. ~ But Ella, reinforced by frefh numbers of his 
countrymen, again took the field againft the Britons; 
and laid fie ge to Andred- Ceafter, which was defended by 
the garrifon and inhabitants with defperate valour*. ‘The 
yee enraged by this refiftance, and by the fatigues 
and dangers which they had fuftained, redoubled their 
efforts againtt the place, and when mafters of it, put all 
their enemies to the fword without diftinction, This de- 
cifive advantage fecured the 2 pad of Ailla, who 
afflumed the name of King, and extended his dominion 
over Suffex and a great part of Surrey. He was ftopped 
in his progrefs to the eaft by the kin rgdom of Kent: In 
that to the weft by another tribe ‘of Saxons, who had 
taken pofleffion of that territoty. 

Tuese Saxons, from the fituation of the country, in 
which they fettled, were called the Weit-Saxons, and 
landed in the year 495, under the command of Cerdic, 
and of his fon Kenric'. The Britons were, by pait ex- 
perience, fo much on theiy guard, and fo well pre epared to 
receive. the enemy, that they gaye battle to Cerdic the 
uCIY day of his landing; and though va anquithed, fill 
defended, for fome time, their liberties againi ft the in- 
vaders. None of the other tribes of Saxons met with 
fuch vigorous refiftance, or exerted fuch: valour and per- 
feverance-in pufhing their conquefts. Ccrdic was even 
obliged to call for the afliftance of his countrymen from 
the kingdoms of Kent and Suffex, as well as from Ger- 
many, and he was thence joined x a frefh army under 


t Saxon, Chron. A. D. 485. Flor. Wigorn. 5. Hen, Huntin. 
lib, 2. f Will, Malm, lib. 1 cap. 1. p. £2. Chron, Sax, p. 15+ 
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c — Ps the command of Porte, and of his fons Bleda and Mepla ¥, 


~~~) Strengthened by thefe fuccours, he fought, in the year 


508, a defperate battle with the Britons, commanded by 
Nazan-Leod, their leader, who was viGorious in the 
3 > 
beginning of the a€tion, and routed the wine in which 
S fo) 2 5 
Cerdic himfelf commanded, But Kenric, who had pre- 
vailed in the other Wing, brought timely afliftance to his 
father, and reftored the battle; which ended in a, com- 
plete victory gained by the Saxons». Nazan-Leod pe- 
rifhed, with sooo of his army: But left the Britons 
> 2 


more weakened than difcouraged by his death. 


The war 


fti!l continued, though the fuccefs was commonly on the 


fide of the Saxons, whofe fhort fwords and clofé manner 
of fighting gave them great advantage over the mifiile 
weapons of the Britons, Cerdic was not wanting to his 
good fortune; and in order to extend his conquefts, he laid 
fiege to Mount Badon or Banefdowne near Bath, whither 
the moft obftinate of the difcomfited Britons had retired, 
The fouthern Britons in this extremity applied for affift. 
ance to Arthur, Prince of the Silures, whofe heroic va- 
lour now fuftained the declining fate of his country *, 

This is that Arthur fo much celebrated by the fongs of 
Thalieffin, and the other Britith bards, and whofe mili- 

tary atchievements have been blended with fo many fables 

as even to give occafion for entertaining a doubt of his 

real exiftence, But poets, though they disfigure the moft 
certain hiftory by their fictions, and ufe flrange liberties 
with truth where they are the fole hiftorians 


aiiS, 


as among 
the Britons, have commonly fome foundation for their 
wildeft exacgerations. Certain it is, that the fieze of 
Badon was raifed by the Britons in the year 520; and the 
Saxons were there difcomfited in a great battley, This 
TE Ses aa * L in eee p aie 
misfortune {topped the progrefs of Cerdic; but was not 


" Chron. Sax. p. 17, Ww H. Hunting, lib, 2, Ethelwerd, Jib. x, 
Chron. Sax. p. 17, * Hunting. lib, 2, Y Gildas, Saxon 
Chron, H. Hunting, jib, 2. 
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fuficient to wreft from him the conquefts, which he had C * APs 
already made, He and his fon, Kenric, who fucceeded usagi 
him, eftablifhed the kingdom of the Weft=Saxons or of 

Weflex, over the counties of — Dorfet, Wilts, 

Berks, and the Ifle of Wight, a and left their new=acquired 
dominions to their pollabiedh Cerdic died in: 5.34, Ken- 

ric in 560. 

Wuite the Saxons made this progrefs in the fouth, 
their countrymen were not lefs active in other quarters. 
In the year 527, a great tribe of adventurers, under fe- 
veral leaders, landed on the eaft-coaft of Britain; and after 
fighting many battles, of which hiftory has paetiched no 
particular account, they eftablifhed three new kingdoms 
in this ifland. Uffa aflumed the title of king of the Eaft- 
Angles in 575; Crida that of Mercia in 5857; and Er- 
kenwin that of Eaft-Saxony or Effex nearly about the fame 
time; but the year is uncertain. ‘This latter kingdom 
was difmembered from that of Kent, and comprehended 
Effex, Middlefex, and part of Hertfordfhire, That of 
the Eaft-Angles, the counties of Cambridge, Suffolk, 
and Norfolk: Mercia was extended over all the middle 
counties, from the banks of the Severn, to the frontiers 
of thefe two kingdoms. 

THE denmiis: foon after the landing of Hengift, had 
been planted in Northumberland; but as they met with 
an obftinate refiftance, and made but {mall progrefs in 
fubduing the inhabitants, their affairs were in fo unfettled 
a condition, that none of their princes for a long time 
affumed the appellation of king. At laftin 547*, Ida, a 
Saxon prince of great valour >, who claimed a defcent, as 
did all the other princes of that nation, from Woden, 
brought over a reinforcement from Germany, and enabled 
the Northumbrians to carry on their conquefts over the 
Britons. He entirely fubdued the county now called 


# Math, Weft, Huntingdon, lib, 2. 4 Chron, Sax. p. 19% 
» Will. Malmf, p. 19. 
2 Northumberland, 
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¢c wi P. Northumberland, the bifhopric of Durham, as well as 
tapes forme of the fouth-eaft counties of Scotland; and he 


aflumed the crown under the title of king of Bernicia. 
Nearly about the fame time, Ella, another Saxon prince, 
having conquered Lancafhire, and the greateft part of 
Yorkfhire, received the appellation of king of Deiri‘. 
Thefe two kingdoms were united in the perfon of Ethel- 
frid, grandfon of Ida, who married Acca, the daughter > 
of Ailla; and expelling her brother, Edwin, eftablithed 
one of the moft powerful of the Saxon kingdoms, under 
the title of Northumberland. How far his dominions 
extended into the country now called Scotland is uncer= 
tain; but it cannot be doubted, that all the lowlands, 
efpecially the eaft-coaft of that country, were peopled in 
a great meafure from Germany; though the expeditions, 
made by the feveral Saxon adventurers, have efcaped the 
records of hiftory. The language, fpoken in thofe coun: 
tries, which is purely Saxon, is a ftronger proof of this 
event, than can be oppofed by the imperfe@, or rather 


fabulous annals, which are obtruded on us by the Scottifh 
hiftorians. 
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HUS was eftablifhed, after a violent conteft of 

near a hundred and fifty years, the Heptarchy, or 
feven Saxon kingdoms, in Britain; and the whole fouthefn 
part of the ifland, except Wales and Cornwal, had totally 
changed its inhabitants, language, cuftoms, and political 
inititutions. The Britons, under the Roman dominion, 
had made fuch advances towards arts and civil manners, 
that they had built twenty-eight confiderable cities within 
their province, befides a great number of villages anid 
country-feats “: But the fierce conquerors, by whom they 


© Ann. Beverl, p. 78, @ Gildas, Bede, lib, x, 
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were now fubdued, threw every thing back into ancient © HA Pe 
barbarity; and thofe few natives, who were not either med 
maflacred or expelled their habitations, were reduced to 
the moft abject flavery. None of the other northern con- 
querors, the Franks, Goths, Vandals, or Burgundians, 
though they over-ran the fouthern provinces of the em- 
pire like a mighty torrent, made fuch devaftations in the 
conquered territories, or were inflamed into fo violent an 
animofity againft the ancient inhabitants. As the Sax- 
ons came over at intervals in, feparate bodies, the Britons, 
however at firft unwarlike, were tempted to make refift- 
ance; and hoftilities, being thereby prolonged, proved 
more deftructive to both parties, efpecially to the van- 
quifhed. The firft invaders from Germany, inftead of 
excluding other adventurers, who muft fhare with them 
the fpoils and property of the ancient inhabitants, were 
obliged to folicit frefh fupplies from their own coun- 
try; and a total extermination of the Britons became the 
fole expedient for providing a fettlement and fubfiftance 
to the new planters. Hence there have been found in 
hiftory few conquefts more ruinous than that of the Sax- 
ons; and few revolutions more violent than that which 
they introduced. 

So long as the conteft was maintained with the natives, 
the feveral Saxon princes preferved an union of counfels 
and interefts; but after the Britons were fhut up in the 
garren countries of Cornwal and Wales, and gave no far- 
ther difturbance to the conquerors, the band of alliance 
was in a great meafure diffolved among the princes of the 
Heptarchy. Though one prince feems fti]l to have been 
allowed, or to have aflumed, an afcendant over the whole, 


his authority, if it oughtever to bedeemed regular or legal, 
was extremely limited; and each ftate acted as if it had 
been independant, and wholly feparate from the reft. 
Wars, thérefore, and revolutions and diflentions were 
unavoidable among a turbulent and military people; and 
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A P. thefe events, however intricate or confufed, ought now to 
ti) become the objects of our attention. But, added to the 


difficulty of carrying on at once the hiftory of feven inde- 
pendant kingdoms, there is great difcouragement to a 
writer, arifing from the uncertainty, at leaft barrennefs, 
of the accounts tranfmitted to us. The Monks, who 
were the only annalifts during thofe ages, lived remote 
from. public affairs, confidered the civil tranfaGtions a 
entirely fubordinate to the ecclefiaftical, and befides par- 
taking of the ignorance and barbarity, which were then 
univerfal, were ftrongly infeed with credulity, with 
the love of wonder, and with a propenfity to impofture; 
vices almoft infeparable from their profeffion, and man- 
ner of life. The hiftory of that period abounds in names, 
but is extremely barren of events; or the events are re- 
lated fo much without circumftances and caufes, that the 
moft profound or moft eloquent writer muft defpair of 
rendering them either inftruGive or entertaining to the 
reader. Even the great learning and vigorous imagina~ 
tion of Milton funk under the weight; and this author 
{cruples not to declare, that the fkirmifhes of kites or 
crows were as much deferving a particular narrative, 
as the confufed tranfations and battles of the Saxon Hep- 
tarchy *. In order, however, to conne& the events in 
fome tolerable meafure, we fhall give a fuccin@ account 
of the fucceffions of kings, and of the more remarkable 
revolutions in each particular kingdom; beginning with 
that of Kent, which was the firft eftablithed. 


—.. 


The Kingdom of KEN T. 


SCUS fucceeded his father, Hengift, in the kings 
dom of Kent; but feems not to have pofleffed the 
military genius of that conqueror, who firft made way 
for the entrance of the Saxon arms into Britain. All the 


* Milton in Kennet, p. co, 
Saxons, 
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Saxons, who fought either the fame of valour, of new C H&P 
eftablifhments by arms, flocked to the ftandard of Alla, , . : 
king of Suffex, who was carrying on fuccefsful war againft 

the Britons, and laying the foundations of a new king- 

dom. Efcus was content to poffefs in fran tillity the 
kingdom of Kent, which he left in 512 to his fon Oda, 

in whofe time the Eaft-Saxons eftablifhed their monarchy, 

and difmembered the provinces of Effex and Middletex 

from that of Kent. His death, after a reign of twenty+ 

two years, made room for his fon Hermenric in 534, who 
performed nothing memorable during: a reign of thirty- 

two years; except aflociating with him his fon, Ethel- 

bert;in the government, that he might fecure the fuc» 

ceffion in his family, and prevent fuch revolutions as are 


incident to-a turbulent and barbarous monarchy. 
ErHEeLsert revived the reputation of his family, 


Sp Oe LS 


which had languifhed for fome generations, ‘The inac- 


tivity of his predeceffors, and the fituation of his country, ‘ 
fecured from all hoftility with the Britons, feem to have 
much enfeebled the warlike genius of the Kentifh Saxons 
and Ethelbert, in his firft attempt to 


try, and diftinguifh his own name, was unfuccefsful f. 


agerandize his:coun- 


He was twice difcomfited in battle by Ceaulin, king of 


Weflex; and obliged to yield the fuperiority in the Hep- 
tarchy to that ambitious monarch, who-preferved no.mo- 
deration in his vitory, and by reducing the kingdom of 
Suffex to : i I | 
princes. An OC} 
Ethelbert, éozraite sd with the com 
ive victory &. . Ceau- 


1 


was ‘cranes againfi 
mand. of the allies, 


gave him battle, and obtained a deci 
lin died foon after; ands Ethelbert fucceeded as well ‘to 


his afcendant an 
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fsa 
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bitious projects. H 
king of Northumberland, 


him; 
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CH AP. of Mercia, the moft extenfive of the Saxon kingdomé; 
I 


to) Apprehenfive, however, of a dangerous league againft 


him, like that by which he himfelf had been enabled to 
overthrow Ceaulin, he had the prudence to refign the 
thtone of Mercia to Webba; the rightful heir, the fon of 
€rida, who had firft founded that monarchy. But gos 
verned {till by ambition more than by juftice; he gave 
Webba poffefion of the crown on fuch conditions, as 
rendered him little better than a tributary prince under his 
artful benefacicr. 

Bur the moft memorable event, which diftinguifhed 
the reign of this great prince, was the introdu@ion of the 
Chriftian religion among the Englifh Saxons: The fu- 
perftition of the Germans, particularly that of the Sax- 
ons, was of the grofleft and moft barbarous kind; and 
being founded on certain traditional tales, received from 
their anceftors, not reduced to any fyftem, not fupported 
by political inftitutions, like that of the Druids, it feems 
to have made little impreffion on its votaries, and to-have 
eafily refigned its place to the new dodtrine, promulgated 
to them. Woden, whom they deemed the anceftor of 
all their princes, was regarded as the god of war; and; 
by a natural confequence, became their fupreme deity, 
and the chief object of their religious worfhip. They bes 
lieved, that, if they obtained the favour of this divinity 
by their valour, (for they made lefs account of the other 
virtues) they would be admitted after their death into his 
hall; and repofing on couches, would fatiate themfelves 
with ale from the fkulls of their enemies, whom they had 
flain in battle. Incited by this idea of par 
gratified at once the paffion of revenge 
perance, the ruling inclinat 2 
{pifed the dangers of wa 


adife, which 
and that of intem- 
ions of barbarians, they de- 
r, and encréafed their native 
ferocity againft the vanquifhed by their 
dices. We know little of the et 
thefaxons; We only learn th 


religious preju~ 
her theological tenets of 
at they were polytheifts ; that 


they 
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gt 


they worfhipped the fun and moon; that they adored the © ¥ AP, 
god of thunder, under the name of Thor; that ‘they pe 


had images in their temples; that they practifed facrifices 5 
believed firmly in fpells and inchantments; and admitted 
in general a fyftem of doctrines, which they held as fa- 
cred, but which, like all other fuperftitions, muft carry 
the air of the wildeft extravagance, if propounded to thofe 
who are not familiarized ,to it from their earlieft infancy. 
Tue conftant hoftilities, which the Saxons maintained 
againft the Britons, would naturally indifpofe them for re- 
ceiving the Chriftian faith, when preached to them by 
fuch inveterate enemies; and perhaps the Britons, as is 
objected to them by Gildas and Bede, were not over fond 
of communicating to their cruel invaders the doctrine of 
eternal life and falvation. But as a civilized people, 
however fubdued by arms, ftill maintain a fenfible fupe- 
riority over barbarous and ignorant nations, all the other 
northern conquerors of Eaiape had been already induced 
to embrace the Chriftian faith, which they found efta- 
blifhed in the empire; and it was impoffible but the Saxons, 
informed of this event, muft have regarded with fome 
degree of veneration a doctrine, which had acquired the 
afcendant over all their brethren. However limited in 


their views, they could not but have perceived a degree of 


cultivation in the fouthern countries beyond what they 
themfelves poflefled ; and it was natural for them to yield 
to that fuperior knowledge, as well as zeal, by which the 
inhabitants of the Chriftian kingdoms were even at that 
time diftinguithed. 

Bur thefe caufes might | long have failed of producing 
any confiderable effect, had not a favourable incident pre- 
pared the means for introducing Chriftianity into Kent. 
Ethelbert, in his father’s lifetime, had married Bertha, 
the only daughter of Caribert, king of f Paris »,, one of the 


h Greg. of Tours, lib 9. cap.26, H, Hunting. fib, 2. 
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CH A P. defcendants of Clovis, the conqueror of Gaul; but be 


tanpew fore he was; admitte 


itted to this alliance, he was obliged to 
ftipulate, that the princefs fhould enjoy the free. exercife 
of her religion; a conceflion not difficult to be obtained 
from the idolatrous Saxons#, . Bertha brought over a 
French bifhop to the court of Canterbury ;.and being 
zealous for the propagation ef her religion, fhe had been 


very affiduous in her devotional exercifes, had fupported 
the credit of her faith by an-irreproachable conduét, and 


sry art of infinuation and addrefs to re- 


had employed ev 
concile her hufband to her religious principles: Her 
popularity in the court, and her influence over J Ethelbert, 
had fo well paved the way for the reception of the Cheiftiags 
doGtrine, that Gregory, firnamed the Great, then Roman 


pontiff, began to entertain’ hopes of effeCtuating a project 
which he himfelf, before he mounted the papal throne, had 
once embraced, for converting the Britith Saxons. 

Ir happened, that this prelate, being at that time in a 
private flation, had obferved in the market-place of Rome 
fome Saxon youth expofed to fale, whom the Roman mer: 
chants, in their trading voyages to Britain, had bought of 
their mercenary parents. Struck with the beauty of their 
fair complexions and blooming ‘countenances, Gregory 
afked to what country they belonged ; and being told they 
were Angles, he replied, that they ought more properly to 
be denominated angels:: : It was a pity that the Prince of 
Darknefs fhould enjoy fo fair a prey, and that fo beautiful 
a ease ce fhould cover a mind deftituteof internal grace 

and righteoufnefs. Enquiring farther concerning the name 
of their province, he was informed, that it was Deiti, a 
diftriét of Northumberland: Deiri/ replied he, that is 
good! They are called to the mercy of God from his anger, 
De ira. But what is the name a hing of that province? 
He was told it was Zilla or Alla: Alleluiah, cried he: We 
mifi endeavour, that the pr aifes of God be fung in their coun= 


i Bede, I, cap, 2s. Brompton, p, 729. 
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try. Moved by thefe allufions, which appeared to him fo C m AP 
happy, he determined to undertake, himfelf, a miffion Wionpuus 
into Britain; and having obtained the Pope’s approbation, 

he prepared for that perilous journey: But his popula- 

rity at home was fo great, that the Romans, unwilling to 

expofe him to fuch dangers, oppofed his defign ; and he 

was obliged for the prefent to lay afide all farther thoughts 

of executing that pious purpofe *, 

THE controverfy between the Pagans and the Chri- 
ftians was not entirely cooled in that age ; and no pontiff 
before Gregory had ever carried to greater excefs an in- 
temperate zeal againft the former religion. He had waged 
war with all the precious monuments of the ancients, 
and even with their writings ; which, as appears from the 
ftrain of his own wit, as well as from the ftyle of his com- 
pofitions, he had not tafte or genius fufficient to compre- 
hend. Ambitious to diftinguifh his pontificate by the 
converfion of the Britifh Saxons, he pitched on Auguf- 
tine, a Roman monk, and fent him with forty affociates 
to preach the gofpel in this ifland. ‘Thefe miffionaries, 
terrified with the dangers which might attend their pro- 
pofing a new doétrine to fo fierce a people, of whofe lan- 
guage they were ignorant, {topped fome time in France, 
and fent back Auguftine to lay the hazards and difficul- 
ties before the Pope; and crave his permiffion to defift 
from the undertaking. But Gregory exhorted them to 
perfevere in their purpofe, advifed them to chufe fome 
interpreters from among the Franks, who ftill {poke the 
fame language with the Saxons !, and recommended them 
to the good offices of queen Brunehaut, who had at this 
time ufurped the fovereign power in France. This prin= 
cefs, though ftained with every vice of treachery and 
cruelty, either poflefled or pretended great zeal for the 

& Bede, lib, 2. cap. re Spell, Cones p. gt, 1 Bede, lib, t. 
Gap, 23. 
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caufe ; and Gregory acknowledged, that to; her friendly, 
affiftance was, in a great meafure, owing the fuccefs of 
that undertaking ™. 

AvuGUSTINE, on his arrival in Kent in the year 597 °5 
found the danger much lefs. than he had apprehended. 
Ethelbert, already well-difpofed towards the Chriftian 
faith, affigned him a, habitation in the ifle of Thanet ; 
and foon after admitted him to a conference.. Appre- 
henfive, however, left fpells or enchantments might be 
employed againtt him by priefts, who brought an unknown 
worfhip from a diftant country, he had the precaution to 
receive them in the open air, where, he believed, the 
force of their magic would be more eafily diffipated °. 
Here Auguftine, by means of his interpreters, delivered 
to him the tenets of the Chriftian faith, and’ promifed 
him eternal joys above, and a kingdom in heaven without 
end, if he would be perfuaded to receive that falutary: 
doéirine. * ? Your words and promifes,” replied Ethel- 
bert, ‘* are fair; but becaufe they are new and uncertain; 
“« I cannot entirely yield:to them, and relinquifh the 
*¢ principles, which I and my anceftors have fo long main= 
‘** tained. You are welcome, however, to remain here 
‘* in peace ; and as you have undertaken fo long a jour- 
*< ney, folely, as it appears, for what you believe toxbe 
** for our advantage, I will fupply you with all necefla. 
“* ries, and permit you to deliver your doétrine: to my 
© fubjects 9.” 

AUGUSTINE, encouraged by this favourable reception, 
and fecing now a profpect of fuccefs, proceeded with res 
doubled zeal to preach the gofpel to the Kentifh Saxons. 
He attracted. their attention by the aufterity of his mana 


m Greg, Epift, lib, 9. epift. 56. Spell, Conc, Pe 82. n Higden, 
Polychron, Jib, g. Chron. Sax, p, 23. ° Bede, lib. x. cap, 2g 
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hers, by the fevere penances to which he fubjeéted him= C HA P. 
felf, by the abftinence and felf-denial which he practifed : oe ca 
And having excited their wonder by a courfe of life, 
which appeared fo contrary to nature, He procured more 
eafily their belief of miracles, which, it was pretended, 
he wrought for their converfion', Influenced by thefe 
motives, and by the declared favour of the court, num- 
bers of the Kentifh men were baptized; and the king 
himfelf was perfuaded to fubmit to that rite of Chriftia- 
nity. His example had great influence with his fubjects ; 
but he employed no force to bring them over ‘to the new 
doctrine. Auguftine thought proper, in the commence- 
ment of his miffion; to afflume the appearance of the 
greateft lenity: He told Ethelbert, that the fervice of 
Chrift muft be entirely volunt ary, and that no violence 
ought ever to be aa in propagating fo falutary a doc- 
trine *. 

THE intelligence, received of thefe fpiritual conquefts, 
afforded great joy to the Romans; who now exulted as 
much in thofe peaceful trophies, as their anceftors had 
ever done ini their moft fanguinaty triumphs, and moft 
{plendid‘victories.. Gre egory wrote a letter to Ethelbert, 
in which, after informing him that the end of the world 
was approaching; he exhorted him to difplay his zeal iti 
the converfion of “his fubjects, to exert rigour againft the 
worfhip of idols, and to build up the good work of holi- 
nefs by every expedient of exhortation, terror, blandifh= 
ment, or correction: A doéirine more fuitable to that 
age, and to the ufual papal maxims, thah the tolerating 
Principles, which Auguftine had thought it prudent to 
inculcate. The pontiff alfo anfwered fome quettions, 
which the miffionary had put concerning the government 
of the new church of Kent. Befides other queries, which 

* Bede, lib. 1.-cap. 26, $ Ibid, -cap, 26. -H; Hunting, lib, 3. 
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. . ¢ My a “< “4 a 
A P. it is not material here to relate, Auguftine afked, Whe- 


ther coufia-germans might be allowed to marry? Gregory: 
anfwered, that that liberty had indeed been formerly 
granted by the Roman law; but that experience had 
fhewn, that no pofterity could ever come from fuch mar- 
riages; and he therefore prohibited them. Auguftine 
atked, Whether a woman pregnant might be baptized? Gre= 
gory anfwered, that he faw no objection. How /oon after 
the birth the child might receive baptifm? It was anfwered, 
Immediately, if neceflary. How foon a hufband might have 
commerce with his wife after her delivery ? . Not till fhe had 
given. fuck to her child; a practice to which Gregory 
exhorts all women. How foon aman might enter the churchy 
or receive the facrament, after having had commerce with his 
wife? It was replied, that, unlefs he had approached 
her without defire, merely for the fake of propagating his 
fpecies, he was not without fim: But in all cafes it was 
requifite for him, before he entered the church, or com~ 
municated, to purge himfelf by prayer and ablution; 
and he ought not, even after ufing thefe precautions, to 
participate immediately of the facred duties". There 
are fome other queftions and replies fill more indecent 
and more ridiculous”. And on the whole, it appears, 
that Gregory and his miflionary, if fympathy of manners 
have any influence, were better calculated than men of 
more refined underftandings, for making a progrefs. with: 
the ignorant and. barbarous Saxons.. 


& Bede, lib. x. cap. 27. Spell. Conc, P- 97, 98; 99, ke. 
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etudine teretur, an ectlefiam ine 
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‘THE more to facilitate the reception of Chriftianity, © 4 A P. 


Gregory enjoined Auguftine to remove the idols from the , 
Heathen altars, but not to deftroy the altars themfelves ; 
“becaufe the people, he faid, would be allured to frequent 
the Chriftian worfhip, when they found it celebrated in 
a place, which they were accuftomed to revere. And as 
the Pagans practifed facrifices, and feafted with the priefts 
on their offerings, he alfo exhorted the miffionary to per- 
fuade them, on Chriftian feftivals, to kill their cattle in 
the neighbourhood of the church, and to indulge them- 
felves in thofe cheerful entertainments, to which they had 
been habituated *, Thefe political compliances thew, 
that, notwithftanding his ignorance and prejudices, he 
was not unacquainted with the arts of governing man- 
kind. Auguftine was confeerated archbifhop of Canter- 
bury, was endowed by Gregory with authority over all 
the Britifh churches, and received the pall, a badge of 
ecclefiaftical honour, from Romey. Gregory alfo ad- 
vifed him not to be too much elated with his gift of 
working miracles *; and as:Auguftine, proud of the fuc- 
cefs of his miffion, feemed to think himfelf entitled to ex- 
tend his authority over the bifhops of Gaul, the’ Pope 
informed him, that they lay entirely without the bounds 
of his jurifdiction *. 

Tue -matriage of Ethelbert with Bertha, and much 
more his embracing Chriftianity, begat a connexion of 
his fubje&ts with the French, Italians, and other nations 
on the continent, and tended to reclaim them from that 
gtofs ignorance and barbarity, in which all the Saxon 
tribes had been hitherto involved >. Ethelbert alfo en- 
acted‘, with the confent of the ftates of his kingdom, a 
body of laws, the firft written laws promulgated. by any 
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and his reign was in every 
glorious to himfelf, and beneficial to his people, 
xed the kingdom of Kent fifty years; and dying 
in as sigs the fuccefiion to his fon, Eadbald. This 
prince, feduced by a paffion for his mother-in-law, de- 
ferted for fome time the Chriftian faith, which permitted 
not thefe inceftuous marriages : His whole people imme, 
diately returned with him.to idolatry... Laurentius, the 
fucceffor of found the Chriftian worfhip 
and was preparing to return to France, 


Auguftine, 
wholly abandoned, 
in order to cfeape the mortification of preaching the gofpel 
without fruit to the infidels. Mellitus and Juftus, who 
had been confecrated bifhops of London and: Rochefter, 
had already departed the kingdom 4; when Laurentius, 
before he Should entirely abandan te ‘eek made one 
effort to reclaim the King. He appeared before that 
prince; and throwing off-his veftments, fhowed his body 
all torn with bruifes and ftripes, which he had received. 
Eadbald, wondering that any. man fhould haye dared to 
treat in that manner a perfon of his rank, was told by 
ntius, that he had received this chattilecie ent from 
who had appeared 


,» and feverely reproving him for his in- 


St. Peter, the prince of the apoftles, 


to him in a vifio 
tention to defert his charge, had infli€ted on him thefe 
vilible-marks of his difpleafure*. Whether Eadbald was 
ftruck with the miracle, or influenced by fome other ma- 
tive, he divorced himfelf from his mothe -in-law, and 
returned to the profeflion of Chriftianity': His whole 
people returned with him. Eadbald reached not the 
fame or authority of his father, and died in 640, ‘after a 
reign of twenty-five years ; Jeaving two fons, Erminfrid 
atet Ercombert. 

ErcoMBeErt, though the youngeit fon, by Emma, a 
French princefs, ae means to mount the throne, He 

d Bede, lib. 2. cap. 5, 
Hligden, lib, 5. 
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is celebrated by Bede for two exploits, for eftablifhing the © ~ AP. 
faft of Lent in‘his kingdom, and for utterly extirpating Wy 
idolatry ; which, notwithitanding the prevalence of 
Chriftianity, had hitherto been tolerated by the two 
preceding monarchs. He reigned twenty-four years; and 

left the crown to Egbert, his fon, who reigned nine years. 

This prince is renowned for his encouragement of learn- 

ing; but infamous for putting to death his two coufin- 
germans, fons of Erminfrid, his uncle. The ecclefia- 

ftical writers praife him for his -beftowing-on his fifter 
Domnona, fome lands in the Ifie of Thanet, where fhe 

founded a monaftery. 

‘THE-+bloody precaution of Egbert could not fix the 
-erown on the head of his fon, Edric. Lothaire, brother 
to the deceafed prince, took pofleffion of the kingdom; 
and, in order to fecure the power in his family, he affo- 
ciated with him Richard, his fon, in the adminiftration 
of the government. Edric, the difpoffeficd prince, had 
recourfe to Edilwach, king of Suffex, for affiftance; and 
being fupported by that prince, fought a battle with his 
uncle, who was defeated and flain. Richard fled into Ger- 
many, .and afterwards died in Lucca, a city of Tufcany. 
William of Malmefbury afcribes Lothaire’s bad fortune to 
two crimes, his concurrence in the murder of his coufins, 
and his contempt for reliques *. 

LorHaireE reigned eleven years; Edric, his fucceffor, 
only two. Upon the death of the Jatter, which hap- 
pened in 686, Widred, his brother, obtained pofieffion 
of the crown. But as the fucceffion had been of late fo 
much disjointed by revolutions and ufurpations, faction 
began to prevail among the nobility ; which invited Ced- 
walla, king of Weflex, with his brother Mollo, to attack 
the kingdom. Théfe invaders: committed great devafta- 
tions in Kent ; but the death of Mollo, who was flain in 
a fkirmifh >, gave a fhort breathing-time to that kingdom. 
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: Widred reftored the affairs of Kent; and after a reign of 


I. ; oY eee : r ae 
ee y thirty-two years ‘, left the crown to his pofterity, Ead- 


ert, Ethelbert, and Alric, his defcendants, fucceffively 
mounted the throne. After the death of the laft, which 
happened in 794, the royal family of Kent was extin- 
guifhed ; and every factious leader who could entertain 
hopes of afcending the throne, threw the ftate into con- 
fufion, * Egbert, who. firft fucceeded, reigned but two 
years ; Cuthred, brother to the king of Mercia, fix years ; 
Baldred, an illegitimate branch of. the royal family, 
eighteen ; And after a troublefome and precarious. reign, 
he was, in the year 723, expelled by Egbert, king of 
Wellex,. whodiflolved the Saxon heptarchy, and united 
the feveral kingdoms under his dominion, 


The Kingdom of NORTHUMBERLAND. 


Derrip, king of Bernicia, having married Acca, 

. the daughter of Alla, king of Deiri, “and-expelled 
her infant brother, Edwin, ‘had united all the counties 
north of Humber into one monarchy, and acquired a 
great afcendant in the heptarchy, He alfo fpread the 
terror of the Saxon arms to the neighbouring people ; and 
by “his victories over the Scots and Picts, as well as 
Welfh, extended on all fides the bounds of his dominions, 
Having laid fiege to Chefter, the Britons marched out 
with all their forces. to engase him; and they were at- 
tended by a body of 1250’ monks from the monatftery of 
Bangor, who ftood at a {mall diftance from the field of 
battle, in order to encourage the combatants by their 
prefence: and exhortations, Adelfrid enquiring the pur- 
pofe of this unufual appearance, was told, that thefe 
prieits ‘had ‘come to pray againft him: Then are they as 
much cur enemies, faid he, as thofe who intend to Sight 


# Chron. Sax. p. 52. K Will, Malef, lib, x, cap. 1. p, rr. 
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againf? us': And he immediately fent a detachment, whoC H A P, 
fell upon them, and did fuch execution, that only fifty , : 
efcaped with their lives", The Britons, aftonifhed at ; 
this event, received a total defeat: Chefter was obliged 
to furrender: And Adelfrid, purfuing his victory, made 
himfelf mafter of Bangor, and entirely demolifhed the 
monattery ; a building fo extenfive, that there was @ mile’s 
diftance from one gate of it to another; and it contained 
two thoufand one hundred monks, who are faid to have 
been there maintained by their own labour". 

Notwirustranpine Adelfrid’s fuccefs in war, he 
lived in inquietude on'account of young Edwin, whom 
he had unjuftly difpoffefled of the crown of Deiri. This 
prince, now grown to man’s eftate, wandered from: place 
to place, in continual danger from the attempts of Adel- 
frid; and received at laft protection in the court of Red- 
wald, king of the Eaft-Angles ; where his engaging and 
gallant deportment procured him general efteem and af- 
feGtion, Redwald, however, was ftrongly folicited by 
the king of Northumberland to kill or deliver up his 
gueft : Rich prefents were promifed him, if he would 
comply; and war denounced againft him, in cafe of 
his refufal. After rejeCting feveral. meflages of this kind, 
his generofity began to yield to the motives of intereft ; 
and he retained the laft ambaflador, till he fhould come 
to a refolution in a cafe of fuch importance. Edwin, in- 
formed of his friend’s perplexity, was yet determined at 
all_hazards to remain in Eaft-Anglia; and thought, that, 
if the protection of that court failed him, it were better 
to die than prolong a life fo much expofed to the perfecu- 
tions of his powerful rival. This confidence in Red- 
wald’s honour and friendfhip, with his other accomplith, 
ments, engaged the Queen on his fide ; and fhe effectually 
reprefented to her hufband the infamy of delivering up to 
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‘certain deftruction their royal gueft, who had fled to then 


1, for proteion againft his cruel and jealous enemies °, 


Redwald, embracing more generous refoluticns, thought i¢ 
fafeft to prevent Adelfrid, before that prince was aware of his 
intention, and to attack him while he was yet unprepared 
for defence. He marched fuddenly with an army into the 
kingdom of Northumberland, and fought a battle with 
Adelfrid ; in which that monarch was defeated and killed, 
after revenging himfelf by the death of Regner, fon of 
Redwald?. His own fons, Eanfrid, Ofwald, and Of- 
wy, yet infants, were carried into Scotland 3 and Edwin 
obtained poffeffion of the crown of Northumberland. 
Epwin was the greateft prince of the heptarchy in 
that age, and diftinguifhed himfelf, both by his influence 
ever the other kingdoms 4, and ‘by the ftri@ execution 
of juftice in his own dominions. He reclaimed his fub. 
jects from the licentions life, to which they had been 
uftomed ; and it was a common faying, that during his 
reign.a woman or child might openly carry every where a 
purfe of gold, without any danger of violence or rob- 
bery. There is a remarkable inftance, tranfmitted to 
us, of the affection borne him by his fervants. Cuichelme, 
king of Weflex, was his enemy ; but finding himfelf un- 
able to maintain open war 


acc 


againft fo gallant and power- 
ful a prince, he determined to make 
againft him, and he employed one Eumer for that crimi- 
mal purpofe. The aflafin, having obtained admittance, 
by pretending to deliver a meflage from Cuichelme, drew 
his dagger, and rufhed upon the King, 

of his army, feeing his mafter’s danger, 
other means of defence, ‘interpofed with 
between the King and Eumer’s dagger, wh 
swith fuch violence, that, after piercing 


ule of treachery 


Lilla, an officer 
and having no 
his own body 
ich was pufhed 
Lilla, it ever 
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: 


wounded Edwin: But before the affaffin could renew his C HA P. 
blow, he was difpatched by the King’s attendants. ‘ & : 

Tue Eaft-Angles confpired againft Redwald, their 
King ; and haying put him to death, they offered their 
crown to Edwin, of whofe valour and capacity they had 
had experience, while he refided among them. But Ed- 
win, froma fenfe of gratitude towards his benefactor, 
obliged them to fubmit to Earpwold, the fon of Red- 
wald ; and that prince preferved his authority, though on 
a precarious footing, under the protection of the North- 
umbrian monarch, 

Epwin, after his, acceffion to the crown, married 
Ethelburga, the daughter of Ethelbert, King of Kent. 
This princefs, emulating the glory of her mother Bertha, 
who had been the inftrument for converting her hufband 
and his people to Chriftianity, carried Paullinus, a 
learned bifhop, along with her *; and befides ftipulating 
a toleration for the exercifé of her own religion, which 
was readily granted her, fhe ufed every reafon to perfuade 
the King to embrace it. Edwin, like a prudent prince, 
hefitated on the propofal ;, but promifed to examine the 
foundations of that doétrine; and declared, that, if “he 
found them fatisfactory, he was willing to be converted *. 
Accordingly he held feveral conferences with Paullinus ; 
canvaffed the arguments propotinded with the wifeft of 
his counfellors ; retired frequently from company, in or- 
der to revolve alone that important queftion ; and, after 
a ferious and long enquiry, declared in favour of the 
Chriftian religion": The people foon after imitated his 
example. Befides the authority and influence of the 
King, they were moved by another ftriking example. 
Coifi, the high-prieft, being converted after a public 
conference with Paullinus, led the way in deftroying the 
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images, which he had fo long worthipped, and was fora 


‘ , ward in making this atonement for his patt idolatry w, 


Tuts able prince perifhed with his fon, Osfrid, in 2 
great battle which he fought againft Penda, king of Mer- 
cia, and Czdwalla, cing of the Britons *. That event, 
which happened in the forty-eighth year of Edwin’s age 
and feventeenth of his reign Y, divided the monarchy of 
Northumberland, which that prince had united in his 
perfon. Eanfrid, the fon of Adelfrid, returned with his 
brothers, Ofwald and Ofwy, from Scotland, and took 
polleffion of Bernicia, his paternal kingdom : Oftic, Ed- 
win’s coufin-german, eftablifhed himfelf in Deiri, the 
inheritance of his family ; but to which the fons of Ed- 
win had a preferable title. Eanfrid, the eldeft furviving 
fon, fled to Penda, by whom he was treacheroufly flain, 
The younger fon, Vufcfrea, with Yffi, the grandfon of 
Edwin, by Osfrid, fought protection in Kent, and not 
finding themfelves in fafety there, retired into France to 
King Dagobert, where they died 2, 

Osric, King of Deiri, and Eanfrid of Bernicia re- 
turned to Paganifm; and the whole people feem to have 
returned with them; fince Paullinus, who was the firft 
archbifhop of York, and who had converted them, thought 
proper to retire with Ethelburga, the Queen Dowager, 
into Kent. Both thefe Northumbrian kings perithed foon 
after, the firft in battle againft Czedwalla, the Briton ; 
the fecond by the treachery of that prince, Ofwald, the 
brother of Eanfrid, of the race of Bernicia, united again 
the kingdom of Northumberland in the year 634, and 
reftored the Chriftian religion in his dominions. He 
gained. a bloody and well-difputed battle againft Czd- 
walla; the laft vigorous effort which the Britons made 
againft the Saxons, Ofwald is much celebrated for his 
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fanctity and charity by the “Monkifh hiftorians ; andC HAP. 
they pretend, that his reliques wrought miracles, parti- © j 
cularly. the curing of a fick horfe, which had approached 
thé place of his interment *. 

He died in battle againft Penda, king of Mercia, and 
was fucceeded by his brother, Ofwy ; who eftablifhed 
himfelf in the government of all the Northumbrian king- 
dom, by putting to death Ofwin, the fon of Offic, the 
laft king of the race of Deiri. His fon Egfrid fucceeded 
him; who perifhing in battle againft the Picts, with- 
out leaving any children, beeaufe Adelthrid, his wife, 
refufed to violate her vow of chaftity, Alfred, his natural 
Brother, acquired poffeffion of the kingdom, which he 
governed for nineteen years ; and he left it to Ofred, his 
fon, a boy of eight years of age. This prince, after 
a reign of eleven years, was murdered by Kenred his 
kinfman, who, after enjoying the crown only a year, 
perifhed by a like fate. Offic, and after him Celwulph 
the fon of Kenred, next mounted the throne, which the : 
Jatter relinquifhed in the year 738, in favour of Eadbert 
his coufin-german, who, imitating his predeceffor, ab- 
dicated the crown, and retired into a monaftery. Of- 
wolf, fon of Eadbert, was flain in a fedition, a year after 
his acceflion to the crown; and Mollo, who was not of 
the royal family, feized the crown. He perifhed by the 
treachery of Ailred, a prince of the blood; and Aired, 
having fucceeded in his defign upon the throne, was foor 
after expelled by his fubjects. Ethelred, his fucceffor, 
the fon of Mollo, underwent a like fate. Celwold, the 
hext king, the brother of Ailred, was depofed and flain 
by the people, and his place was filled by Ofred, his ne- 
-phew, who, after a fhort reign of a year, made way for 
Ethelbert, another fon of Mollo, whofe death was equally 
tragical with that of almoft all his predeceffors. After 
Ethelbert’s death an univerfal anarchy prevailed in 
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and the- people, having, by fo nian? 
and princes, were weil prepared for fubje&tion to a foreign 


yoke; which Ecbert, king of Weflex, finally impofed 
upon them. 


The Kingdom of EAST-ANGLIA. 


A ee hiftory of this kingdom éofitains nothing me- 

morables except the coriverfion of Earpwold, the 
fourth king, and great-grandfon of Uffa, the founder of 
the monarchy. ‘[‘he authority of Edwin, king of North- 
umberland, on whom that prince entirely depended, én- 
gaged him to take this ftep: But foon after, his wife, 
who was an idolatrefs, brought him b 


and he was found unable to refift thofe allurements, 
which have feduced the wifelt of mankind, After his 
death, which was violent, like that of moft of the Saxon 
princes, that did not early retire into monafteries, Sige 
bert, his fucceffor, and half-brother, who had been edu- 
cated in France, reftored Chriftianity, and introduced 
learning among the Eaft-Angles, § 


some pretend that he 
founded the univerfity of Cambridge, or rather fome 
ichools in that place. 


It is almoft impofible, and quite 
needlefs to be more particular in relat} 
of the Eaft-Angies, 


ack to her religion ; 


ng the tranfactions 
What inftruétion or entertainment 
can it give the reader to hear a long bead-roll of barba- 
rous names, Egric, Annas, Ethelbert, Ethelwald, Aldulf, 
Elfwald, Beorne, Ethelred, Ethelbert, who fucceffively 
murdered, expelled, or inherited from each other, and 
obfeurely filled the throne of that kingdom, Ethelbert, 
the laft of thefe princes was treacheroufly murdered b 

Offa, king of Mercia, in the year 792, and his ftate was 
thenceforth united with that of Offa, as 


we fhall relate. 
4 yew Alias a 
prefently, 
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The Kingdom of MERCIA. 


ERCIA, the largeft, if not the moft powerful 
kingdom of the Heptarchy, comprehended all the 

middle counties of England ; and as its frontiers extended. 
to thofe of all the other fix kingdoms, as well as to. 
Wales, it received its name from that circumftance. 
Wibba, the fon of Crida, founder of the monarchy, 
being placed on the throne by Ethelbert, king of Kent, 
governed his paternal dominions by a precarious autho- 
rity; and after his death, Ceorl, his kinfman, was, by 
the influence of the Kentifh monarch, preferred to’ his 
fon, Penda, whofe turbulent difpofition appeared dan- 
gerous to that prince. Penda was thus fifty years of age 
before he mounted the throne; and his temerity and mar- 
tial difpofition were found nowife abated by time, expe- 
rience, or reflection. He engaged in continual hoftilities 
againft all the neighbouring ftates ; and, by his injuftice 
and violence, rendered himfelf equally odious to his own: 
fubjects and to ftrangers. Sigebert, Egric; and Annas, 
three kings of Eaft-Anglia, perifhed in battle againft him ; 
as’ did alfo Edwin and Ofwald, the two greateft princes: 
that had reigned over Northuimberland. At laft, Ofwy, 
brother to Ofwald, having defeated and flain him in a 
decifive battle, freed the world from this fanguinary ty- 
rant. Peada, his fon, obtained the crown of Mercia in. 
655, and lived under the protection of Ofwy, whofe 
daughter he had efpoufed. This princefs was educated 
in the Chriftian faith, and fhe employed her influence. 
with fuccefs, in converting her hufband and his fubjects 
to that religion. “Thus the fair fex have had the micrit 
ef introducing the Chriftian doétrine into all the moft 
confiderable kingdoms of the Saxon Heptarchy. Peada. 
died 
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c “Fs P. died a violent death >. His fon, Wolfhere, fucceeded to ~ 


Peer nse the government; and after having reduced to dependance 


the kingdoms of Effex and Eaft-Anglia, he left the 
crown to his brother, Ethelred, who, though a lover of 
peace, fhowed himfelf not unfit for military enterprizes. 
Befides making a fuccefsful expedition into Kent, he re- 
pulfed Eefrid, king of Northumberland, who had invaded 
his dominions ; and he flew in battle Elfwin, the brother 
of that prince. Defirous, however, of compofing all ani- 
mofities with Egfrid, he payed him.a fum of money, as a 
compenfation for the lofs of his brother. After a pro- 
fperous reign of thirty years, he refigned the crown to 
Kendred, fon of Wolfhere, and retired into the.monaf- 
tery of Bardney‘. Kendred returned the prefent of the 
crown to Ceolred, the fon of Ethelred; and making a 
pilgrimage to Rome, pafled his life there in pennance and 
devotion. The place of, Ceolred was fupplied by Ethel+ 
bald, great-grand-nephew to Penda by Alwy, his brother ; 
and this prince, being flain in a mutiny, was fucceeded 
by Offa, who was a degree more remote from Penda, by 
Eawa, another brother. 

Tuts prince, who mounted the throne in 755 4, had 
fome great qualities, and was fuccefsful in his warlike 
enterprizes againft Lothaire, king of Kent, and Ken- 
wulph, King of Weflex. He defeated the former in 2 
bloody battle at Otford upon the Darent, and reduced his 
kingdom to a ftate of dependance: He gained a victory 
over the latter at Benfington in Oxfordfhire; and con- 
quering that county, together with that of Glocefter, an- 
nexed both to his other dominions. But all thefe fuc- 
cefies were ftained by his treacherous murder of Ethelbert, 
king of. the Eaft-Angles, and his violent feizing of that 


b Hugo Candidus, p. 4, fays that he was treacheroufly murdered by his 
queen, from whofe perfuafion he had embraced Chriftianity ; but this ac. 
count of the matter is found in that hiftorian alone, 

© Bede, lib. 5, @ Chron, Sax. Py 59s 
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kingdom. This young prince, who is faid to havé poflefled C H_A P. 
great merit, had paid his addrefles to Elfrida, the daughter Gay 
of Offa, and was invited with all his retinue to Hereford, 
in order to folemnize the nuptials. Amidf the joy and 
feftivity of thefe entertainments, he was feized by Offa, 
and fecretly beheaded : And though Elfrida, who abhor> 
ted her father’s treachery, had time to give warning to 
the Eaft-Anglian nobility, who efcaped into their own 
country; Offa, having extinguifhed the royal family, fuc- 
ceeded in his defign of fubduing that kingdom *. The 
perfidious prince, defirous of re-eftablifhing his cha» 
racter in the world, and perhaps of appeafing the remorfes 
of his own confcience, payed great court to the clergy, 
and practifed all the monkifh devotions, fo much efteemed 
in that ignorant and fuperftitious age: He gave the 
tenth of his goods to the church‘; beftowed rich dona~ 
tions on the cathedral of Hereford ; and even made a pil- 
grimage to Rome; where ‘his great* power and riches 
could not fail of procuring him the papal abfolution, 
The better to ingratiate himfelf with the fovereign pon» 
tiff, he engaged to pay him a yearly donation for the 
fupport of an Englith college at Rome £; and. in order to 
raife thé fum, he impofed a tax of a penny on each houfe 
poflefied of thirty pence a year: This impofition, being: 
afterwards levied on all England, was commonly deno+ 
minated Peter’s pence *; and though conferred at firft as a 
gift, was afterwards claimed as a tribute by the Roman 
pontiff, Carrying his hypoerify ftill farther, Offa, feizn~ 
ing to be directed by a vifion from heaven, difcevered 
at Verulam the reliques of St. Alban, the martyr, and 
endowed a magnificent monattery in that place '. Moved 


by all thefe acts of piety, Malmefbury, one of the beft of 


© Brompton, p. 750, 751, 752. f Spell. Conc. Pp. 308. Bromp- 
ton, p, 776, & Spell. Conc, p. 230, 310, 312. B Fligdeny 
bib. 5. i Jngulph. p. 5. W. Malmef, lib. x. cap. 4. 
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the old-Engtith hiftorians, declares himfelf at a lofs to de- 
termine * whether the merits or crimes of this prince pre~ 
ponderated. Offa died, after a reign of thirty-nine 


Tis prince was become fo confiderable in the Hep- 
tarchy, that the emperor Charlemagne entered into an 
ce and. friendfhip with him ; a circumftance; which 
honour to Offa; as diftant princes at that time had 
r. That em- 
x a great lover of learning and learned men, in 
an age very barren of that ornament, Offa, at his defire, 


ufually little communication with each othe 


peror bei 


fent ssid over Alcuin, a clergyman much celebrated for 
his knowledge, who received great honours from Charle- 
magne, and even became his preceptor in the fciences. 
The chief reafon, whyhe had at firft defired the company 
of Alcuin, was that he might oppofe his learning to the 
herefy of Felix, bifhop of Urgel in Catalonia; «who 
maintained, that Jefus Chrift, confidered ‘in his human 
nature, could, more properly, be denominated the adop- 
tive than the natural fon of Ged™, ‘This herefy was 
condemned: in the council of Francfort, ‘held in 794,:and 
confifting of 300 bifhops. Such were the queftions which 
were agitated in that age, and which employed the ‘atten- 
tion, not only of cloyfter ed feholars, but of the wifeft and 
greateft princes” ‘ 

Ecrritn fucceeded to his father, Offa, but furvived 
him eg five months °; when he made way for Kenulph, 
a defcendant of the royal family. This prince waged 
f{ Kent ; and taking Egbe ert, the king, pti 
his hands, and put out his eyes ; leaving Cu- 


thred, his own brother, in poffefion of the crown of that 


k Lib. x. cap. 4, I Chron. Sax. p, 65. m Dupin, cent, 8, 
chap. 4. n Offa, in order to prote & his country from Wales, 
drew a rampart or - Siteh of a hundred mil length from Bafingwerke in 


Flintshire to the South: fea near Briffol, See d's Defcription of Wales. 
© Inguloh, py 6. 


kingdom. 
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kingdom. Kenulph was killed in an infurrection of the C HA P. 

1, 
Eaft. Anglians, whofe crown his predeceflor, Offa, had SND 
ufurped. He left his fon, Kenelm, a minor ; who was 


murdered the fame year by his fitter, fyenduads, who 


had entertained the ambitious views of aff fuming the go- 
vernment ?. But fhe was fupplanted, by her u 


LAT 


ncle, Ceo- ay 
lulf; who, two years after, was dethroned by Beornulf. 

The reign of this ufurper, who was not of the royal fas 
mily, was fhort and tradi : He was defeated by the 


Weft-Saxons, and killed by his own lubjets, the Eaft- 
Angles 2. Ludican, . his fucceflor, underwent: the { 
fate; and Wiglaff, who mounted -this: unftal 


e t} ror 
nred Anite able throne, 


; 
on, could not 


and found every thing in the utmoft confufic 
withitand the ae of Eebert, who united all the 
Saxon kingdoms into one great monarchy. 


The Kingdom: of ESSEX, 


Ty HIS kingdom made no great re in the Hep- 


&  tarchy ; aid the hiftory of it is very imperfect. 
Sleda fucteeded to his father, Erken win, the founder of 
the monarchy ; and = Oe cee for his fo 
being nephew to Ethelbert, king of Kent, was Beaies 
by that prince to embrace the ett aitl 
and conjunct fucceffors, Sexted and Sev 


> 


, Sebert, who, 


s 


. His fons 


d, relapfed into 
idolatry, and were foon after flain in a battle againft the 
Weft-Saxons. To fhew the = ma 
that age; Bede tellsus t, that thefe two kin rs exprefied 
great defire to eat the white ia d eee ted by Melli- 
tus, the bifhop, at the communion *. But o 
fing them, unlefs they eer fubmit to be ba 


expelled him their dominions. 


iner of living in 


The names of the other 


P Ingulph, p. 7. Brompton, p. 776. q Ingulph. p. 7. 
T Ann, Beverl. p. $7. 8 Chra® Sax, p, 24. t Lib. 2, 
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CH AP. princes, who reigned fucceffively in Effex, are Sigebert 
LAY the little, Sigebert the good, who reftored Chriftianitys 


Swithelm, Sigheri, Offa. This laft prince, having made 
a vow of chaftity, notwithftanding his marriage with 
Kenefwitha, a Mercian princefs, daughter to Penda, 
went in pilgrimage to Rome, and fhut himfelf up during 
the reft of his life in a cloyfter. Selred, his fucceffor, 
reigned thirty-eight years ; and was the laft of the royal 
line: The failure of which threw the kingdom into great 
confufion, and reduced it fo dependance under Mercia ¥, 
Switherd firft acquired the crown, by the conceffion of 
the Mercian princes; and his death made way for Sigeric, 
who ended his life in a pilgrimage to Rome. His fuc- 
ceflor, Sigered, unable to defend his kingdom, fubmitted 
to the victorious arms of Egbert. 


The Kingdom of SUSSEX. 


ages hiftory of this kingdom, the fmalleft in the 
- Heptarchy, is ftill more imperfect than that of 
Effex. Allla, the founder of the monarchy, left the 
crown to his fon, Cifla, who is chiefly remarkable for 
his long reign of feventy-fix years. During his time, the 
South-Saxons fell almoft into a total dependance on the 
kingdom of Weflex ; and we fcarcely know the names 
of the princes, who were poflefled of this titular fove- 
reignty. Adelwalch, the laft of them, was fubdued in 
battle by Ceadwalla, king of Weflex, and was-flain in the 
ation ; leaving two infant fons, who, falling into the 
hand of the conqueror, were murdered by him. The 
abbot of Redford oppofed the order for this execution ; 
but could only prévail on Ceadwalla to fufpend it, till 
they fhould be baptized. Ber€&hun and Audhun, two 
noblemen of character, refifted fome time the violence. of 
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the Weft-Saxons; but their oppofition ferved. only to © A wg 
prolong the miferies of their country ; and the fubduing War 
of this kingdom, was the firft ftep, which the Weft- 

Saxons made towards acquiring the fole monarchy of 
England *, 


The Kingdom of WESSEX, 


HE kingdom of Weflex, which finally fwallowed 

up all the other Saxon ftates, met with great re- 
fiftance on its firft eftablifhment; and the Britons, who 
were now enured to arms, yielded not tamely their pof- 
feffions to thofe invaders. Cerdic, the founder of the 
monarchy, and his fon, Kenric, fought many fuccefsful, 
and fome unfuccefsful battles, againft the natives ; and 
the martial fpirit, common to all the Saxons, was, by 
‘means of thefe hoftilities, carried to the greateft height 
among this tribe. Ceaulin, who was the fon and fucceflor 
of Kenric, and who began his reign in 560, was ftill more 
ambitious and enterprizing than his predeceffors ; and by 
waging continual war againft the Britons, he added a 
great part of the counties of Devon and Somerfet to his 
other dominions. Carried along by the tide of fuccefs, 
he invaded the other Saxon ftates in his neighbourhood, 
and becoming terrible to all, he provoked a general con- 
federacy againft him. This alliance proved fuccefsful 
under the conduct of Ethelbert, king of Kent; and Ceau- 
lin, who had loft the affections of his own fubjects by 
his violent difpofition, and had now fallen into contempt 
from his misfortunes, was expelled the throne ’, and died 
in exile and mifery. Cuichelme, and Cuthwin, his fons, 
governed jointly the kingdom, till the expulfion of the 
latter in 591, and the death of the former in 593, made 
way for Cealric, to whom fucceeded Ceobald in 593, by 


* Brompton, p. 800. : y Chron, Sax. p. 22, 
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‘ whofe death, which happened in 611, Kynegils inherited 
the crown. This prince embraced Chriftianity 2, through 
the perfuafion of Ofwald, king of Northumberland, who 
had married his daughter, and who had attained a great 
afcendant in’ the heptarchy. Kenwalch next fucceeded 
to the monarchy, and dying in 672, left the fucceffion fo 
much difputed, that Sexburga, his widow, a woman of 
{pirit*, kept poflefion of the government till her death, 
which happened two years after. Efcwin then peaceably 
acquired the crown; and, after a hort reign of two 
years, made way for Kentwin, who governed nine years. 
Ceodwalla, his fucceffor, mounted not the throne with- 
out oppofition ; but proved a great. prince, according to 
the ideas of thofe times ; that. is, he was enterprizing, 
warlike, and_fuccefsful. He entirely fubdued the king- 
dom of Suffex, and annexed it: to his own dominions. 

Ie made inroads into Kent 3 but met with refiftance 
from. Widred, the king, who proved: fuccefsful againft 

Mollo,. brother to Ceodwalla, and flew him in a fkirmifh, 

Ceodwalla at laft; tired with wars and bloodfhed, was 

feized with a fit of devotion ; beftowed feveral endow- 

ments on the church ; and made a pilgrimage to Rome, 
where he received baptifm, and. died in 689. Ina, his 
fucceflor, inherited ‘the military’ virtues ‘of Ceodwalla, 
and. added to them the more valuable ones of juftice, po- 
licys, and prudence... He made war upon the Britons in 
Somerfet ; and having finally fubdued that province, he 
treated the vanquifhed with an humanity, hitherto un- 
known to: the Saxon conquerors. “He allowed the pro- 
prietors to retain pofféffion: of “their lands, encouraged 
marriages. and alliances between them and his ancient 
fubjects, and gave them: the Privilege of being governed 


a 


by the fame laws.°~ Thefe laws he augmented and afcer. 


% Higden; lib, 5. Chron, Sax, p, 5. Ann, Beverl. p. 94, 
* Bede, lib, 4. cap. 12. Chron, Sax, 'p, 41, 
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tained ; and though he was difturbed by fomevinfurrec-€ H)A:P. 
tions at home, his long reign of thirty-feven years may , B08 
be regarded as one of the moft glorious and moft profper- 

ous of the heptarchy. In the decline of his age, he made 

a pilgrimage to Rome ; and after his return, fhut himfelf 

up ina cloyfter, where he died. 

Tuoucu the kings of Weflex had alw. ays been princes 
of the blood, defcen ded from Cerdic, the founder of the 
monarchy, the order of fucceffion had been far from 
exact; and a more remote prince 


to mqunt the throne, in preference to one defcended from 


had often found means 


a nearer branch of the royal family. Tua, therefore, 
having no children of his own, and lying much under 


the in fluence of Ethelburga, his queen, left by will the 
fucceffion to: Adclard,* | 


her’ brother, who was his remote 
kinfman : But this deftination did not take place without 
fome difficulty. Ofwald, 


a prince more nearly allied to 
the crown, took arms a oeiit Adelard ; but he being 
fupprefled, and dying foon after, the title of Adelard 
was not any farther difputed ; and in the 


a 


year 741, he 
was fucceeded by his coufin, Cudred. “Fhe reign of 
this prince was diftinguifhed by ‘a great victory, which 
he ‘obtained, by means ‘of Edelhun, his general, over 
Ethelbald, king of Mercia. His death made way for 
Sigebert, his‘kinfman, who governed fo ill, that his peo- 
ple rofe in an infurreétion, and dethroned him, crowning 
Cenulph in his ftead. The exiled prince found a refuge 
with duke Cumbran, governor of Hampfhire; who, that 
he might add new obligations to Sigebert, gave him many 
falutary counfels for his future condi 


with fome reprehenfions for the paft. 


much refented by the ungrateful prince, that he 
fpired againft the life of his protector, 
murdered him. © After this infamous’ acti 
forfaken by all the world; and fkulking 
wilds and forefts, was at laft Sigeused by 
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c San P. Cumbran’s, who inftantly took revenge upon him for 


te mews the murder of his mafter ». 


Crnutpu, who had obtained the crown on the expul- 
fion of Sigebert, was fortunate in many expeditions againft 
the Britons of Cornwal; but afterwards lof fome reputa- 
tion by his ill fuccefs againft Offa, king of Mercia «, 
Kynehard alfo, brother to the depofed Sigebert, gave him 
difturbance; and though expelled the kingdom, he ho- 
vered on the frontiers, and watched an opportunity for 
attacking his rival. The king had an intrigue with a 
young woman, who lived at Merton in Surrey ; whither 
having fecretly retired, he was on a fudden invironed, in 
the night-time, by Kynehard and his followers, and after 
making a vigorous refiftance, was murdered, with all his 
attendants. “The nobility and people of the neighbour- 
hood, rifing next day in arms, took revenge on Kynehard 
for the flaughter of their king, and put every one to the 
fword, who had been engaged in that criminal enter- 
prize. This event happened in 784. 

Briruric next obtained poffeffion of the government, 
though remotely defcended from the royal family ; but he 
enjoyed not that dignity without inguietude. Eoppa, 
nephew to king Ina, by his brother Ingild, who died be- 
fore that prince, had begot Eata, father to Alchmond, 
from whom fprung Egbert ¢, a young man of the moft 
promifing hopes, who gave great jealoufy to Brithric, the 
reigning prince, both becaufe he feemed by his birth bet- 
ter intitled to the crown, and becaufe he had acquired, 
to an eminent degree, the affeGtions of the people. Eg- 
bert, fenfible of his danger from the fufpicions of Brithric, 
fecretly withdrew into France; where he was well re- 
ceived by Charlemagne. By living in the court, and 
ferving in the armies of that prince, the moft able and 

> Higden, lib, 5+ W. Malmef. lib. 1. cap, 2. ¢ W. Malmef. 
Vib. 1, cap. 2, 4 Chron, Sax, ps 36. © H. Hunting. lib. 4. 
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moft generous that had appeared in Europe during feveral C H A P, 
ages, hie acquired thofe accomplifhments, ‘which after- 
wards enabled him to make fuch a fhining figure on the 
throne. And familiarizing himfelf to the manners of the 
French, who, as Malmefbury obferves‘, were eminent 
both for valour and civility, above all the weltern nations, 
he learned to polifh the rudenefs and barbarity of the 
Saxon charaéter: His early misfortunes thus proved of 
fingular advantage to him. 

tr was not long ere Egbert had opportunities. of dif- 
playing his natural and acquired talents. Brithric, King 
of Weffex, had married Eadburga, natural daughter of 
Offa, king of Mercia, a profligate woman, equally in- 
famous for cruelty and for incontinence. Having great 
influence over her hufband, fhe often inftigated him to 
deftroy fuch of the nobility as were obnoxious to her; and 
where this expedient failed, fhe fcrupled not being herfelf 
active in traiterous attempts againft them, She had 
mixed a cup of poifon for a young nobleman, who had 
acquired her hufband’s friendfhip, and had on that ac- 
count become the object of her jealoufy: But unfortu- 
nately, the king drank of the fatal cup along with his 
favourite, and foon after expired. This event, joined 
to her other crimes, rendered Eadburga fo odious, that 
fhe was obliged to fly into France ; whence Egbert was at 
the fame time recalled by the nobility, in or der to afcend 
the throne of his anceftors *, "He attained that dignity mn 
the laft year of the eighth century. 

In the kingdoms of the heptarchy, an exact rule of 
fucceffion was either unknown or not ftridtly obferved ; 
and thence the reigning prince was continually agitated 
with jealoufy againft all the princes of the blood, whom 


& Higden, lib, 5. M. Weft. p. 152. 
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CHA P. he till confidered as rivals, and whofe death alone could 
eas oo give him ‘entire fecurity in his. pofleffion.of the throne, 
From this fatal caufe, together with the admiration of the 
monattic life, and. the opinion. of merit, attending the 
prefervation of cl aitity even in a married ftate, the royal 
families had been entirely extinguifhed in all the king- 
doms except that of Weflex ;, and the emulation: fuf- 
picions, and confpiracies, which had formerly been con- 
fined to the princes of the blood alone, were now diffufed 
among afl the nobility in the feveral Saxon fates. Egbert 
was the fole defcendant of thofe firft conquerors who fub- 
dued Britain, and who.enhanced their authority byclaim- 
ing a pedigree from Woden, the fupreme divinity cf their 
anceftors., But that prince, though invited by; this fvour= 
able circumftance to make attempts-on the neighbouring 
Saxons, gave them for fome time no difturbanec, and 
tather chofe to turn his arms againft the B 


ritons in Corn- 
wal, whom he defeated in feveral: battles j. 
called from the conqueft of that coun 


He was re- 
try by an invafion 
made upon his dominions by Bernulf, King of Mercia. 
Tue Mercians, before. the acceffion of Egber:, had 
very. nearly attained the abfolute fovereignty over the 
heptarchy: ‘They had reduced the Eaft-Angles under fub- 
jection, and eftablithed tributary princes in the kinzdoms 
of Kent and Effex. Northumberland was involved in 
anarehy ; and no ftate of any confequence remained but 
that of Weflex, which, much inferior in extent to Mer- 
cia, was fupported folely by. the great qualities of its fove- 
reign. Egbert led his army again{t the invaders; and 
encountering them at Ellandun in Wiltfhire, obtained a 
complete victory, and by the great flaughter which he made 
of them in their flight, gave a mortal blow to the power of 
the Mercians. Whilf he himfelf, in pr. 


ofecution of his 
vidtery, entered their country on the fj 


de of Oxforifhire, 
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and threatened the heart of their dominions ;, he-fent, an CoH: AP. 
. e : . I, 
army into. Kent, commanded by Ethelwolph, his eldeft ~ oy 


fon'*; and expelling Baldred, the, tributary king, foon 


made himfelf, mafter of, that country. . The. kingdom off 


Effex was conquered, with. equal. facility ; and, the Eaft- 
Angls, from. their hatred, to. the: Mercian. government, 


which. had, been) eftabl thed: over them by treachery and) 


violence, and probably, exercifed. with. tyranny, jome- 
diately rofe in: bi i and.craved.the protection of Egbert '. 
Be rnulf, Mercian king, who marched againft them, 
was — and flain; and two years after, Ludecan, ‘his 
fuccefflor, met with the fame fate: Thefe infurrections 
and calamities facilitated.the enterprizes of Egbert, who 
advanced into the center of the’ Mercian’ territories, and 
made eafy conquefts over a’ difpirited and divided people. 
In orler to enzage them more eafily to fubmiffion, he 
allowed Wiglef, their countryman, to retain the title of 
king, whilft he himfelf exercifed the real powers of fove- 
reignty™. The anarchy, which prevailed in Northum- 
berlard , tempted him to carry ftill farther his victorious 
arms; and the inhabitants, unable to refift his power, 
and defirous of poffefling fome eftablifhed form of govern+ 
ment, were forward, on his firft odeae pe to fend 
deputies, who fubmitted to his authority, and fwore alle- 
gianc:'to him as their fovereign. Egbert, however, ftill 
allowed to ay eee as he had done to Mercia 
and Eaft-Anglia, the power of electing a king, who paid 
him tribute, ‘and was dependant on him. 

‘Tuus were united all the kingdoms of the heptarchy 
in one great ftate, near four hundred years after the firft 
arrival of the Saxons in Britain ; and the fortunate arms 
and prudent policy of Egbert at laft effectuated what had 
been fo often attempted in vain by fo many princes *. 


& Ethelwerd, Jib, 3. cap. 2, I Thid. lib. 3. cap. 3. 
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c sa P. Kent, Northumberland, and Mercia, which had fuc- 


Secanegoict ceffively afpired to general dominion, were now incor- 


porated in his empire; and the other fubordinate kingdoms 
feemed willingly to fhare the fame fate. His territories 
were nearly of the fame extent with what is now properly 
called England ; and a favourable prof{pect was afforded to 
the Anglo-Saxons, of eftablifhing a civilized monarchy, 
poflefied of tranquillity within itfelf, and fecure againft 
foreign invafion, ‘This great eyent happened in the year 
827%. 

Tue Saxons, though they had been fo long fettled in 
the ifland, feem not as yet to have been much improved 
beyond their German anceftors, either in arts, civility, 
knowledge, humanity, juftice, or obedience to the laws, 
Even Chrittianity, though it opened the way to connex- 
ions between them and the more polifhed ftates of Europe, 
had not hitherto been very effectual, in banifhing their 
ignorance, or foftening their barbarous manners. As 
they received that do@rine through the corrupted chan- 
nels of Rome, it carried along with it a great mixture of 
credulity and fuperttition, equally deftructive to the un- 
derftanding and to morals. The reverence towards faints 
and reliques feems to have almoft fupplanted the adora- 
tion of the fupreme Being : Monatftic obfervances were 
efteemed more meritorious than the ative virtues : The 
Knowledge of natural caufes was neglected from the uni« 
verfal belief of miraculous interpofitions and judgments ; 
Bounty to the church atoned for every violence againft 
fociety.: And the remorfes for cruelty, murder, treachery, 
aflafination, and the more robuft vices, were appeafed, 
not by amendment of life, but by penances, fervility to 
the monks, and an abject and illiberal devotion ?, ‘The 


reverence 
© Chron. Sax. p. 71. 
? Thefe abufes were common to all the European churches; but the priefts 
in Italy, Spain, and Gaul, made fome atonement for them by other advan« 


tages, which they rendered fociety. For feveral ages, they were almoft all 


Romans, 
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reverence for the clergy had been carried to fuch a height, © ae P, 
that, wherever a perfon appeared in a facerdotal habit, Wey 
though on the highway, the people flocked around him; 
and fhowing him all marks of profound refpeét, received 
every word he uttered as the moft facred oracle 4, Even 
the military virtues, fo inherent in all the Saxon tribes, 
began to be neglected ; and the nobility, preferring the 
fecurity and floth of the cloyfter to the tumults and glory 
of war, valued themfelves chiefly on endowing monafte- 
ries, of which they afflumed the government '. “The 
feveral kings too, being extremely impoverifhed by con- 
tinual benefaGtions to the church, to which the ftates of 
their kingdoms had weakly eonfented, could beftow no re- 
wards on valour or military fervices, and retained not even 
fufficient influence to fupport their government.*, 
ANOTHER inconvenience, which attended this corrupt 
fpecies of Chriftianity, was the fuperftitious attachment 
to Rome, and the gradual fubjection of the kingdom to a 
foreign jurifdiction. The Britons, having never acknow- 
ledged any fubordination to the Roman pontiff, had con- 
ducted all ecclefiaftical government by their domeftic fy- 
nods and councils*: But the Saxons, receiving their 
religion from Roman monks, were taught at the fame 
time a profound reverence for that fee, and were natu- 
rally led to regard it as the capital of their religion, Pil- 
grimages to Rome were reprefented as the moft meritorious 
acts of devotion. Not only noblemen and ladies of rank 
undertook this tedious journey"; but kings. themfelves,, 


Romans, or, in- other words, the ancient natives; and they preferved the 
Roman language and laws, with fome remains of the former civility, But 
the priefts in the heptarchy, after the firft miffionaries, were wholly Saxon,, 
and almoft as ignorant and barbarous as the laity. They contributed, there= 
fore; little to the improvement of the fociety.in knowledge or the arts. 


4 Bede, lib, 3. cap. 26, r fbid. lib, 5. cap. 23. Epiftola Bede 
ad Egbert, s Bede Epift, ad Egbert. t Append. to Bede, 
numb, 10. ex edit, 172a, ‘Spelm, Conc. p, 108, Togs a Bede,. 
Kab. §. cap. 7 
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abdicating their crowns, fought for a fecure paffport to 


Se, Di heaven at the feet of the Roman pontiff: “New reliqués, 


perpetually fent from that endlefs mint of fuperftition, 
and magnified by lying miracles, invented in convents, 
operated on the aftonifhed minds of the multitude. And 
every prince has attained the eulogies of the monks, the 
only hiftorians of thofe ages, not in proportion to his civil 
and military virtues, but to his devoted attachment to- 
wards their order, ‘and ‘his fuperftitious reverence for 
Rome. 

THE fovereign pontiff, encouraged by this blindnefs 
and fubmiffive difpofition of the people, advanced every day 
in his encroachments on the independance of the Englith 
churches. Wilfrid, bifhop of Lindisferne, the fole pre- 
fate of the Northumbrian kingdom, encreafed this fub- 
jection in the eighth century, by his making an appeal to 
Rome againft the décifions of an Englith fynod, which 
had abridged his diocefe by the erection of fome new 
bifhoprics. Agatho, the pope, readily embraced this pre- 
cedent of an appeal to his court; and Wilfrid, thouch 


the haughtieft and moft luxurious prelate of his age *, 
having obtained with the people the character of fanétity, 
finally prevailed in the conteft, 

THE great topic, by which Wilfrid confounded the 
imaginations of men, was, that St. Peter, to whofe cufz 
tody the keys of heaven were entrufted, would certainly 
refufe admittance to every one who fhould be wanting in 
refpect to his fucceflor. - This conceit, well fuited to 
vulgar conceptions; made great impreffion on th 


} 
© people 
during feveral ages; and h 


as not even at prefent lof al] 
influence in the catholic countries, 


Hap this abject fuperftition produced general peace and 
tranquillity, it had made fome atonement for the ills at- 
W See Appendix to Bede, numb, 


19, - Higden, fib. 5. x Eddius 
vita Vilfr. § 24. 60, 
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tending its but; added to the ufual avidity of men for C HA P, 
= ‘ . = se i, 
power and riches, it engendered frivolous controverfies in | 4 
theology, which were fo much’ the more fatal,’ as they 


sale 


admitted not, like the othe 


r nal ‘déterminat idk 


from eftablifhed phe es The difputes, excited in Bri- 


ton, were of the moft r 
thy of thofe ignorant a, Garbeeie ages. ‘Chere were 
fome intricacies, obferved by all the Chriftian churches, 
in adjufling the day of keeping Eafter; which depended 
on a complicated confideration of the courfe of the fu 


and moon: And it happened that the miffionaries, who 


had converted the Scots and Britons, had followed a dif- 
erent calendar from that which was obferved at Rome 


© 


eB ba 
in the age when Auguitine converted the § The 
prieits alfo of all ha Chriftian churches were zccuftomed 


to fhave part of. their head; but the form 


tonfure,. was different.in the former from what was prac 


tifed in the latter... The te and Britons pleaded the 
antiquity of their ufages: The Romans, and their difci- 
ples, the. Saxons, infifted on the univerfality of theirs. 
‘That Eafter muft -neceflarily be kept by a rule, which 


comprehended both the. day of the year and age of the 


1 OR 


moon, was agreed by all; that the tonfure of a prieit 
could not be omitted without the utmoft impiety, was a 


point undifputed : But the Romans and Saxons called 


S CalieG 


their antagonifts f{chifmatics; becaufe they celebrated 


Eafter on the very day of the full moon in March, if that 
day fell on a Sunday, inftead of waiting till the Sunday r 
following ; and becaufe they fhaved their whole forehez 4 
from ear to ear, inftead of making that tonfure on the 
crown of the head, and in a circular form. In order to 
render their antagonifts odious, they affirmed, that, once 
in feven years, they concurred with the Jews in the time 
of celebrating that feftivaly: And that they might re- 
Y Bede; lib, 2, cap, 19. 


commen d, 


a —_ kK ~~ seoememae 
A agg =a SE Saeco as aoe — —— 


64 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


c i P. commend their own form of tonfure, they maintained, 
~~ that it imitated fymbolically the crown of thorns worn 


by Chrift in his paffion; whereas the other form was 
invented by Simon Magus, without any regard to that 
reprefentation 7. Thefe controverfies had, from the be- 
ginning, excited fuch animofity between the Britith and 
Romihh priefts, that, inftead of concurring in their endea~ 
vours to convert the idolatrous Saxons, they refufed all 
communion together, and each regarded his opponent 
as no better than a Pagan*. The difpute lafted more 
than a century; and was at laft finifhed, not by men’s 
difcovering the folly of it, which would have been too 
great an effort for human reafon fo accomplith, but by 
the entire victory of the Romith ritual over the Scotcli 
and Britifh*. Wilfrid, bithop of Lindisferne, acquired 
great merit, both with the court of Rome and with all 
the fouthern Saxons, by expelling the quartodeciman 
{chifm, as it was called, from the Northumbrian king+ 
dom, into which the neighbourhood of the Scots had for< 
merly introduced it ©, 

Tueopors, archbithop of Canterbury, ¢alled, in the 
year 680, a fynod at Hatfield, confifting of all the bi- 
fhops in Britain¢; where was accepted and ratified the 
decree of the Lateran council, fummoned by Martin, 
againit the herefy of the Monothelites. ‘The council’ and 
fynod maintained, in oppofition to thefe heretics, that, 
though the divine and human nature in Chrift made but 
one perfon; yet had they different inclinations, wills, 
acts, and fentiments, and that the unity of the perfon 
implied not any unity in the confcioufnefs¢, This opi- 
nion it feems fomewhat difficult to comprehend ; and no’ 
one, unacquainted with the ecclefiaftica] hiftory of thofe 


% Basie, lib. 5. cap.2%. Eddius, § 24. ® Bede, lib. 2. cap. 2, 
4,20. Eddius, § 12, b Bede, lib. 5. cap. 16, 22% © Bede; 
lib. 3. cap. 25. Eddius, § rz, 4 Spell. Conc, vol, 1. p. 168, 
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ages, could imagine the height of zeal and violence, with C 7 P. 
which it was then inculeated. The decree of the Lateran Cama 
council calls the Monothelites impious, execrable, wick- 
éd, abominable, and even diabolical ; and curfes and ana- 
thematizes them to all eternity‘. 

THE Saxons, from the firft introdu@ion of Chriftia- 
nity among them, had admitted the ufe of images ; and 
perhaps, that religion, without fome of thofe exterior or= 
naments, had not made fo quick a progtefs with thefe 
idolaters: But they had not paid any fpecies of worfhip 
or addrefs to images; and this abufe never prevailed 
among Chriftians, till it received the fan@ion of the 
fecond council of Nice. 


f Spell, Cone. vol, 1. p, 172, 173, 174. 
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i Ctr Av. Mi. 
Lghert -Ethelwolf- Ethelbald and Ethelbert 
- Ethered- Alfred the Great- Edward 
the elder Atbelftan Edmund Edred—- 
Edwy Edgar Edward the Martyr. 
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CHAP, fe Kingdoms of the Heptarchy, though united 
ae ape by fo recent a conqueft, feemed to be firmly ce- 
$27. _ mented into one ftate under Egbert ; and the inhabitants 
of the feveral provinees had loft all defire of revolting 

from that conqueror, or of reftoring their forrner inde- 

pendent governments. ‘Their language was every where 

nearly the fame, their cuftoms, laws, inftitutions civil 

and religious ; and as the race of the ancient kings was 


totally extinct in all the fubjected ftates, the people rea- 
dily transferred their allegiance to a prince, who feemed 
to merit it, by the fplendor of his victories, the vigour of 
his adminiftration, and the fuperior nobility of his birth, 
An union alfo in government opened to them the agree- 
able profpect of future tranquillity; and it appeared more 
probable, that they would thenceforth become formidable 
to their neighbours, than be expofed to their inroads and 
devaftations. But thefe flattering views were foon over- 
eaft by the appearance of the Danes, who, during fome 
eenturies, kept the Anglo-Saxons in perpetual inquietude,. 
committed the moft barbarous ravages upon them, and.at 
laft reduced them to grievous fervitude. 

THe emperor Charlemagne, though naturally gene-. 
rous and humane, had been induced by bigotry to exercife 
great feverities upon the Pagan Saxons in Germany, 
whom he fubdued; and befides often ravaging their,coun- 


try 
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try with fire and fword, he had in cool blood decimated all © H_A P. 
the inhabitants for their revolts, and had obliged them, Wy 
by the moft rigorous ediéts, to make a feeming compliance 
with the chriftian doctrine. That religion, which had 
eafily made its way among the Britifh-Saxons by infinu- 
ation and addrefs, appeared fhocking to their German 
brethren; when impofed on them by the violence of Char- 
lemagne ; and the moft generous and warlike of thefe 
Pagans had fled northward into Jutland, im order to 
e“Jape the fury of his perfecutions: Meeting there with 2 
people of fimilar manners; ‘they were readily received 
among them; and they foon ftimulated the natives to” 
concur in enterprizes, which both promifed revenge on 
the haughty conqueror; and afforded fubfiftence to thofe 
numerous inhabitants, with which the northern countries 
were now o’erburthened *. “They invaded the provinces of 
France, which were expofed by the degeneracy and dif= 
fentions of Charlemagne’s pofterity; and being there 
known under the general name of Normans, which they 
received from their northern fituation, they-became the 
terror of all the maritime and even of the inland countries, 


ct 


They were alfo tempted to vifit England in their frequen 
excurfions ; and being able, by fudden inroads, to make 
great progrefs over a people, who were not defended by 
any naval force, who had relaxed their military inftitu- 
tions, and who were funk into a fuperftition, which had 
become odious to the Danes and ancient Saxons, they 
made no diftin@tion in their hoftilities between the French 
and Englifh kingdoms. Their firft appearance in this 
ifland was in the year 787, when Brithric reigned in 
Weffex. A fmall body of them landed in that kingdom, 
with a view of learning the ftate of the country; and 
when the magiftrate of the place queftioned them cone 


% Ypod, Neuftria, p. 414, h Chron. Sax. p. 64. 
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CHAP. cerning their enterprize, and fummoned them to ap> 


Ii. 


i pear before the king, and account for their intentions; 
they. killed him, and flying to their fhips, efeaped’ 


$32, 


$38. 


into their own country. The next alarm was given to 
Northumberland in the year 794.4; when a body of thefe 


pirates pillaged a monaftery ; but their fhips being much’ 
damaged by a ftorm, and their leader flain in a fkirmifh,: 


they were at laft defeated by the inhabitants, and the re-’ 


mainder of them put to the fword. Five years after Eg- 
bert, had eftablifhed’ his monarchy over England, thé 
Danes landed in the Ile of Shepey, and having pillaged 
it, efcaped with impunity*.. They were not fo fortu- 


nate in their next year’s enterprize, when they difem- 


barked from: thirty- five fhips, and were encountered: by’ 
Egbert, at Charmouth in Dorfetfhire. The battle was: 


maintained the poft, which they had taken, and thence 


by ex 


from this warli 


erience, that hey mutt expect a vigo rous refiftance 


with the Britons of Cornwal; and landing two years after 
g 


in that country, made an inroad with their confederates: 


into the county of Devon ; but were met at Hengefdown 
by Egbert, and totally defeated ™. While England: re- 
mained in this ftate of inquietude, and. defended itfelf 
more by temporary expedients than by any regular plan 


of Se ia Eg 


ert, who: alone was capable of pro= 


iL 


Adine effeG yr acain this e ? fo ] 
viding -efre 1al ly againic this new evil, un rtunately 


tet the government to his fon, Ethelwolf. 


i Chron, Sax, p, 66. Alur, Beverl. p, 108. k Chron, Sax, p. 72 


I Jbid. . Ethelward, lib. 3. cap. 2, m Chron. Sax. p. 72. 


but though the Danes loft great numbers, they’ 
d 
heir retreat to their fhips'. Having learned: 


ike prince, they entered into: an alliance 


ETHEBULWOLF, 
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HIS prince had neither the abilities nor 

cf his father ; and was better qualified for 

a convent than a EES ", He began his : 
making a partition of his dominions, and delivering over 
to his eldeft fon, Athelfian, the new conquered provinces 
of Effex, Kent, and Suflex. But no inconveniencics 
feem to have a from this.partition; as the continual 
terror of the Danifh invafions prevented all domeftic dif- 
{cntion. A fleet of thefe ravagers, confifting of thirty. 
three fail, appeared at Southampton; but were repulfed 
with lofs by Wolfhere, 


county °.. The fame 


is eat 
of the ne ighbouri ing 


Dorfetfhire, routed another -band which had difembarked 
at Portfmouth ; but he obtained the vié tory after a furious 
engagement, and he bought -it with the lofs of his life r, 


Next year, the Danes made feveral inroads into England; 


and fought battles, or rather ‘kirmifhes, in Eatt-, Anslia 
and Lindefey and Kent ; where, though they were fome- 
times repulfed and defeated, they always obtained their 
end, of committing g fpoil u on the country, and carrying 


off their booty. . ‘They a 


fea 


tions. ‘Their veficls svere fmall, and ran eafily up the 


agement, which was not ee to their -p 


creeks and rivers; where they drew them athore,; and 
-having formed an entrenchment around them, which 
they guarded with part of their number, the remainder 
fcattered themfelves every where, and carrying off the 
inhabitants and cattle and gocds, they haftened to thei: 


fhips, and quickly difappeared. If ‘the militar y force of 


the county was aflembled, (for there was no time for 
n W. Malmef, lib, 2. cap. 2. © Chron. Sax, p, 73. Ethelward, 
Hib. 3. cap, 3. P Chron. Sax. p,73, H. Hunting. lib. 5. 
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c rg P. troops to march from a diftance) the Danes either were 
1. . . . 
~~ able to repulfe them and to continue their ravages with 


85%. 


impunity, or they betook themfelves to their veflels; and 
fetting fail, fuddenly invaded fome diftant quarter, which 
was not prepared for their reception. Every part of Eng- 
land was held in continual alarm ; and the inhabitants of 
one county durft not give affiftance to thofe of another, 
left their own families and property fhould in the mean 
time be expofed-by their abfence to the fury of thefe bar- 
barous ravagers?. All orders of men were involved in 
this ruin; and the priefts and monks, who had: been 
commonly {pared in the domeitic quarrels of the heptar- 
chy, were the chief objects on which the Danifh idolaters 
exercifed their rage and animofity. Every feafon of the 
year was dangerous ; and the abfence of the enemy was 
no reafon why any man could efteem himfelf a moment 
in fafety. 

THESE incurfions had now become almoft annual ; 
when the Danes, encouraged by their fuccefles againft 
France as well as England (for both kingdoms were alike 
expofed to this dreadful calamity) invaded the aft in fo 
numerous a body, as feemed to threaten it with univerfal 
fubjeftion. But the Englifh, more military than the 
Britons, whom, a few centuries before, they had treated 
with like violence, rouzed themfelves with a vigour pro- 
portioned to the exigency.. Ceorle, governor of Devon- 
fhire, fought a battle with one body of the Danes at 
Wiganburgh ', and put them to rout with great flaughter, 
King Athelitan attacked another at fea near Sandwich, 
funk nine of their fhips, and put the reft to flights. A 
body of them, however, ventured, for the firft time, to 
take up winter-quarters in England ; and receiving in the 
{pring a {trong reinforcement of their countrymen in 350 


q Alured Beverl. p. 108. t H. Hunt Jib. 5. Ethelward, lib, 3. 
cap. 3. Simeon Dunglm. p. 120, 8 Chron. Sax, p. 74. Aflerius, 
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veflels, they advanced from the Ifle of Thanet, where C H AP. 
they had ftationed themfelves ; burnt the cities of Lon - yee 
don and Canterbury ; and having put to flight Brichtric, 

who now governed Mercia, under the title of King, they 

marched into the heart of Surrey, and laid every place 

wafte around them. Ethelwolf, impelled by the urgency 

of the danger, marched againft them, at the head of the 
Weft-Saxons ; and carrying with him his fecond fon, 
Ethelbald, gave them battle at Okely, and gained a 

bloody victory over them. This advantage procured but 

a fhort refpite to the Englifh. The Danes ftill main- 

tained their fettlement in the Ifle of Thanet ; and being 

attacked by Ealher and Huda, governors of Kent and 

Surrey, though defeated in the beginning of the action, 

they finally repulfed the affailants, and killed both the 853. 
governors. "They removed thence to the Ifle of Shepey ; 

where they took up their winter-quarters, that they might 

farther extend their devaftation and ravages. 

Tuis unfettled ftate of England hindered not Ethel- 
wolf from making a pilgrimage to Rome; whither he 
carried his fourth, and favourite fon, Alfred, then only 
fix years of age. He paffed there a twelvemonth in ex- 
ercifes of devotion ; and failed not in that moft effential 
part of devotion, liberality to the church of Rome. Be- 
fides giving prefents to the moft diftinguifhed ecclefi- 
aftics; he made a perpetual grant of three hundred 
mancufes "a year to that fee; one third to fupport the 
lamps of St. Peter’s, another thofe of St. Paul’s, a third 
to the pope himfelf. In his return home, he married 
Judith, daughter of the emperor, Charles the Bald ; but 
on his landing in England, he met with an oppofition, 
which he little looked for. 


t Afferius, p.2. Chron, Sax. 76. Hunt, lib. 5. u A mancus 
was about the weight of our prefent half crown: See Spe!man’s Gloffary, ia 
yerbo Mancus, Ww W, Malmef. lib. 2. cap. a» 
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CHAP. His eldeft fon, Athelftan, being dead ; Ethelbald, his 

a yee fecond, who had died the corninauane formed, in con~ 
junction with omy of the nobles, the projeét of exclud- 
ing his father from a throne, which his weaknefs and 
fuperftition feem to have rendered him fo ill-qualified to 
fill. ‘The people were divided between the two princes ; 
and a bloody civil war, joined to all the other calamities 
under which the Englith laboured, appeared inevitable ; 
when Ethelwolf an the facility to yield to the cae 
parteof his fon’s pretenfions. He made with hima parti- 
tion of the A ally and taking to himfelf the eaftern 
part, which was always at that time efteemed the leaft 
confiderable, as well as the moft expofed *, he delivered 
over to Ethelbald the foyereignty of the weftern. Imme- 
diately after, he fummoned the ftates of the whole king- 
dom, and with the fame facility conferred a perpetiial 
and important donation on the church. 

THE ecclef aitics, in thofe days of ignorance, made 
rapid advances in the acquifition of power and grandeur ; 
and inculcating the moft abfurd and mot interefted aoe: 
trines, though they fometimes met, from the contrary 
interefts of the laity, with an oppofition, which it re- 
quired time and addrefs to overcome, they found no ob- 
ftacle in their reafon or und lerftandine. Not content 
with the donations of land made them by the Saxon 
princes and nobles, and with temporary oblations from 
the devotion of the people, they had caft a wifhful eye on 
a vaft revenue, which they claimed as belonging to them 
by a divine, indefeizable, and inherent title. ououe 
little verfed in the fcriptures, they had been able to dif 
cover, that, under the Jewith law, a tenth of all the pro- 
duce of land was conferred on che pricfts ; and forg etting, 
what they themfelves taught, that the moral part “bli of 
that law was obtigatory on Chriftians, they infifted, that 
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this donation conveyed a perpetual property, inherent by © * AP. 


divine right in thofe who officiated at the altar. During wry 


fome centuries, the whole fcope of fermons and homilies 
was directed to this purpofe; and one would have ima- 
gined, from the general tenor of thefe difcourfes, that all 
the practical parts of Chriftianity were comprehended in 
the exact and faithful payment of tythes to the clergy ’. 

Encouraged by their fuccefs in inculcating thefe dodtrines ; 

they ventured farther than they were warranted even by 
the Levitical law, and pretended to draw the tenth of all 
induftry, merchandize, wages of labourers, and pay of 
foldiers*; nay, fome canonifts went fo far as to affirm, 
that the clergy were entitled to the tythe of the profits, 
made by courtezans in the exercife of their profeffion *. 
Though parifhes had been inftituted in England by Ho- 
norius, archbifhop of Canterbury, near two coneuties be- 


c 


fore», the ecclefiaftics had never yet been able to ge 
poffeifion of the tythes: They therefore feized the prefent 
favourable opportunity of making that acquifition ; when 
a weak, fuperftitious prince filled the throne, and when 
the people, difcouraged by their lofles from the Danes, 
and terrified with the fear of future invafions, were fuf- 
ceptible of any impreflion, which bore the appearance of 
religion *. So meritorious was this conceffion deemed by 
the Englifh, that, trufting entirely to fupernatural affiit- 
ance, they neglected the ordinary means of fafety; and 
agreed, even in the prefent defperate extremity, that the 
revenues of the church fhould be exempted from all t 


thens, though impofed for national defence and fecurity °. 


Y Padre Paolo, fopra beneficii ecclefiaflici, p. 51, ¢2. 
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@ Spell. Cunc. vol. 4, p: 268. 2 Padre Paolo, p. 142. 
b Parker, p. 77. ¢ ingulf. p, 862. Selden’s Hitt. of tythes, c. 85 
@ Afferius, p. 2. Chron, Sax. p.. 76, W, Malmef, lib, 2.-cap. 2. 
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i ETHELBALD and ETHELBERT. 
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By THELWOLEF lived only two years after making 
iw this grant; and by his will he fhared England ~ 
between his two eldeft fons, Ethelbald and Ethelbert ; 
the weft being affigned to the former; the eaft to 
the latter. Ethelbald was a profligate prince; and 
marrying Judith, his mother-in-law, gave great offence 
to the people; but moved by the remonftrances of 
Swithun, bifhop of Winchefter, he was at laft pre. 
vailed on to divorce her, His reign was fhort; and 
Ethelbert, his brother, fucceeding to the government, 
behaved himfelf, during a reign of five years, in aman- 
- ner more worthy of his birth and ftation. The king- 
dom, however, was ftill infefted by the Danes, who made 
an inroad and facked Winchefter ; but were there de~ 
feated. A body alfo of thefe pirates, who were quartered 
in the ifle of Thanet, having deceived the Englifh by a 
treaty, unexpectedly broke into Kent, and committed 
great outrages, 
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*THELBERT was fucceeded by his brother Ethe- 
red, who, though he defended himfelf with bra- 
very, enjoyed, during his whole reign, no tranquillity 
from thofe Danifh irruptions. His younger brother, Al- 
fred, feconded him in all his enterprizes; and generoufly 
facrificed to the public good all refentment, which he 
might entertain, on account of his being excluded by 
Ethered from a large patrimony, which had been left 
him by his father. 

Tue firft landing of the Danes in the reign of Ethered 
was among the Eaft-Angles, who, more anxious for their 
prefent fafety than for the common intereft, entered into 

a feparate 
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a feparate treaty with the enemy; and furnifhed them© HA P. 


with horfes, which enabled them to make an irruption by Wary 


land into the kingdom of Northumberland. ‘They there 
feized the city of York; and defended it againft Of- 
bricht’ and Ella, two Northumbrian princes, who 
perifhed in the aflault®. Encouraged by thefe fuccefles, 
and by the fuperiority, which they had acquired in arms, 
they now ventured, under the command of Hinguar and 
Hubba, their chieftains, to leave the fea-coaft, and pene- 
trating into Mercia, they took up their winter-quarters at 
Nottingham, where they threatened the kingdom with a 
final fubjeétion. The Mercians, in this extremity, applied 
to Ethered for fuccour; and that prince, with his bro- 
ther, Alfred, conducting a great army to Nottingham, 
obliged the enemy to diflodge from their poft, and to re- 
treat into Northumberland. Their reftlefs difpofition, 
and their avidity for plunder, allowed them not to remain 
long in thofe quarters: They broke into Eaft-Anglia, 
defeated and took prifoner, Edmund, the king of that 
country, whom they afterwards murdered in cool blood ; 
and committing the moft barbarous ravages on the people, 
particularly on the monafteries, they gave the Eaft-Angles 
great caufe to regret the temporary relief, which they had 
obtained, by affifting the common enemy. 

Tue next flation of the Danes was at Reading ; whence 
they infefted the neighbouring country by their incurfions. 
The Mercians, defirous of fhaking off their dependance 
on Ethered, refufed to join him with their forces ; and 
that prince, attended by Alfred, was obliged to march 
againft the enemy, with the Weft-Saxons alone, his he- 
reditary fubjects. ‘The Danes being defeated in an action, 
fhut themfelves up in their garrifon ; but quickly making 
thence an irruption, they routed the Weft-Saxons, and 
obliged them to raife the fiege. An action foon after 
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-enfued at Afton, in Berkfhire, where the Englith, in the 
fea 


Fe ae £ Del Mee ¥ ere 
wry beginning of the day, were in danger of a total defeat, 


Alfred, advancing with one divifion of the army, was 
furrounded by the enemy in difadvantageous ground ; and 
Ethered, who was at that time hearing mafs, refufed to 
march to his affiftance, till prayers fhould be finifhed ¢: 
But as he afterwards obtained the victory, this fuccefs, 
not the danger of Alfred, was afcribed by the monks to 
the piety of that monarch. ‘This battle of Afton did not 
terminate the war: Another battle was a little after 
fought at Bafing ; where the Danes were more fuccefs- 
ful; and being reinforced by a new army from their 
own country, they became every day more terrible to the 
Englith. Amidf thefe confufions, Ethered died of a 
wound, which he had received in an action with the 
Danes ; and left the inheritance of his cares and misfor- 
tunes, rather than of his grandeur, to his brother, Als 
fred, who was now twenty-two years of age. 


Bass eR Ba Ty, 


FEXHIS prince gave very early marks of thofe ercat 

+& virtues and fhining talents, by which, during the 
moft difficult times, he faved his country from utter ruin 
and fubverfion. Ethelwolf, his father, the year after his 
return with Alfred from Rome, had again fent the young 
prince thither with a numerous retinue ; and a report be- 
ing fpread of the king’s death, the pope, Leo III. gave 
Alfred the royal unction®; whether prognotticating hig 
future greatnefs from the appearances of his pregnant 
genius, or willing to pretend, even in that age, to the 
right .of conferring kingdoms. Alfred, on his return 
home, became every day more the object of his father’s 


& Affer. p. 7. W. Malm. lib, 2. cap. 3. Simeon Dunelm. p. 125. An- 
glia Sacra, vol, i, p. 205, h-Affersp..2..° W. Malm, lib. 2. Cap. 2, 
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iiffeCtions; but being indulged in all youthful pleafures, C H A P. 


he was much neglected in his education ; and he had al- 
ready reached his twelfth year, when he was yet totally 
ignorant of the loweft elements of literature... His genius 
was firft rouzed by the recital of Saxon poems, in which 
the queen took delight; and this fpecies of erudition, 

which is fometimes able to make a confiderable’ progrefs 
even among barbarians, expanded thofe noble and ele- 
vated fentiments, which he had received from nature ‘. 
Encouraged by the queen, and ftimulated by his own ar- 
dent inclination, he foon learned to read thofe compofi- 
tions ; and proceeded thence to acquire the knowledge of 
the Laan tongue, in which he met with authors, “that 
better prompted his heroic fpirit, and direted his gene 
rous views. Abforbed in thefe elegant purfuits, he re~ 
garded his acceffion to royalty rather as an objet of re- 
gret than of "abst gmd *; but.being called to the throne, 

in preference tohis brother’ s children, as well by the will 
of his father, a circumftance which had great authority 
with the Anglo-Saxons ', as by the vows of the whole 
nation and the urgency of public affairs, he thook off his 
literary indolence, and exerted himfelf in the defence of 
his people. He had fearcely buried his brother, when 
-he was obliged to take the field, in order to gies the 
Danes, who had feized: Wilton, and were exercifing their 
ufual ravages on the countries around. He earth 
againft them with the few troops, which he could affem- 
ble on a fudden; and giving them battle, gained at firft 
an advantage, but by his a the victory too:fars 
the fuperiority of the enemy’s numbers prevailed, ‘and 
recovered them the day; ‘heir lofs, however, in the 
action was fo confiderable, that, fearing Alfred would 
receive daily reinforcement from his fubjects, they were 


content to ftipulate for a fafe retreat, and premifed tode- 
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. nak P. part the kingdom. For that purpofe they were conduted 

wy to London, and allowed to take up winter-quarters there y 
but, carelefs of their engagements, they immediately fet 
themfelves to the committing of fpoil on the neighbouring 
country. Burrhed, king of Mercia, in whofe territories 
London was fituated, made a new ftipulation with them, 
and engaged them, by prefents of money, to remove to 
Lindefey in Lincolnthire ; a country which they had al- 
ready reduced to ruin and defolation. Finding therefore 
no object in that place, either for their rapine or vio- 
lence, they fuddenly turned back upon Mercia, in a quar- 
ter where they expected to find it without defence ; and 
fixing their ftation at Repton in Derbyfhire, they laid 
the whole country defolate with fire and fword.. Burrhed, 
defpairing of fuccefs againft an enemy, whom no force 
could refift, and no treaties bind, abandoned his king- 
dom; and flying to Rome, took fhelter in a cloyfter ”. 
He was brother-in-law to Alfred, and the Iaft who bore 
the title of king in Mercia. 

THE Weft-Saxons were now the only remaining power 
in England; and though fupported by the vigour and 
abilities of Alfred, they were unable to fuftain the efforts 
of thofe rayagers, who from. all quarters invaded them. 
A new fwarm of Danes came over this year under three 
princes, Guthrum, Ofcitel, and Amund; and having 
firit joined their countrymen at Repton, they foon found 
the neceflity of feparating, in order to provide for their 
fubfiftence. Part of them, under the command of Hal- 
dene, their chieftain”, marched into Northumberland,. 
where they fixed their refidence; part of them took. 
quarters at Cambridge, whence they diflodged in the 
enfuing fummer, and feized Wereham, in the county of 
Dorfet, the very center of Alfred’s dominions. That. 
prince fo ftraitened. them in thefe quarters, that they were- 


m Afer. p. 8. Chron. Sax, p. 82, Ethelward, lib. 4. Cap. 4s 
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content to come to a treaty with him, and ftipulated to © a “% P. 


depart his country. Alfred, well acquainted with their 
ufual perfidy, obliged them to fwear upon the holy xe 
liques to the obfervance of the treaty°; not that he ex- 
pected they would pay any veneration to the reliques ; 
but he hoped,. that, if they now violated this oath, their 
impiety would infallibly draw down upon them the ven~ 
geance of heaven. But the Danes, little apprehenfive of 
this danger, fuddenly, without feeking for any pretence, 
fell upon Alfred’s army; and hagior put it to rout, 
marched weftward, and took pofleffion of Exeter. The 
prince collected new forces; and exerted fuch vigour, 
that he fought in one year eight battles d4gainft the ene- 
my Pp, and eae them to the utmoit extremity: He 
hearkened however to new propofals of peace; and was 
fatisfied to ftipulate with them, that they would fettle 
fomewhere in Englands, and would not permit the en- 
trance of more ravagers into the kingdom. But while 


he was expecting the execution of this treaty, which it 
feemed the intereft of the Danes themielves to fulfil, he 
heard that another body had landed, and having colleé ted 
all the fcattered troops of their countrymen, had fur- 
prized Chippenham, then a confiderable town, and were 
exercifing their ufual ravages all around them. 

Tuis laft incident quite broke the fpirit of the Saxons,, 
and reduced them to defpair. Finding that, after al! the 
miferable havoc, which they had undergone in their per- 
fons and in their property ; after all the vigorous actions, 
which they had exerted in their own defence ; a new 
band, equally greedy of fpoil and flaughter, had difem- 
barked among them ; they believed themfelves abandoned 
by heaven to deftru€tion, and delivered over to thofc 
fwarms of robbers, which the fertilé north thus inceflantly 
poured forth againft them. Some left their country, and 
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cH fy P. retired into Wales or fled beyond fea: Others fubmitted 
wry to the conquerors, in hopes of appeafing their fury by a 


fervile obedience": And every man’s attention being now 
engrofled in concern for his own prefervation, no one 
would hearken to the exhortations of the King, who fum= 
moned them to make, under his condu&, one effort more 
in defence of their prince, their country, and their liber- 
ties. Alfred himfelf was obliged to relinquith the enfigns 
of his dignity, to difmifs his fervants, and to feek thelter; 
in the meaneft difguifes, from the purfuit and fury of his 
enemies. He concealed himfelf under a peafant’s habits 
and lived fome time in the houfe of a neat-herd, who had 
been entrufted with the care of fome of his cows’, There 
pafled here an incident, which has been recorded by all 
the hiftorians, ‘and\ was long’ preferved by popular tradi- 
tion ; though it contains nothing memorable in itfelf, ex 
cept fo far as every circumftance is interefting, which 
1s fo great Virtue and dignity, reduced to fuch difz 
The wife of the neat-herd was ignorant of the 


4 


him to take care of fome cakes, which were toafting, 

1e was employed elfewhere in other domeftic af: 

fairs. But Alfred, whofe thoughts were otherwife en 

gaged, negleéted this i 

akes all burnt, rated the king 

? Ss 

very feverely, and upbraided him, that he always feemed 

very well pleafed to eat her warm cakes, though he was 
thus negligent in toafting them‘. 

By degrees, Alfred, as he found the fearch of the ene- 

my become more remifs, collected fome of his retainers, 


and retired into the center of a bogs formed by the ftag- 
nating waters of the Thone and Parret, in Somerfetthire, 
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He here found two acres of frm ground; and building® HAP. 


il, 


a habitation on them, rendered himfelf fecure by its for- coy 


tifications, and ftill more by the unknown ahd inaccefible 
roads which led to it, and by the forefts and moraffes 


ry 


with which it was every way environed. “This wtace he 
called pana aS or the Ile of Nobles"; and it now 
bears the name of Athelney y. He thence made frequent 


and unexpette 


sd fall es upon the Danes, who often felt 
the vigour of. his arm, but knew not from what quarter 
the blow came. He fubfifted himfelf and his followers 
by the plunder which he acquired; he procured them 


a ~ ‘ 


confolation by revenge; and from. {mall fucceffes, he 


t= pate J 
opened their minds to hope, that, Hotwiiitending his 
prefent low condition, more important viGtories m ight at 
length attend his valour. 
ALFRED lay here concealed, but not unactive, during 
a twelvemonth; when the news of a profperous event 
reached his ears, and called him to the feld. 


read devaftation, fire, anc 


the Dane, having fj 


over Wales, had landed in Devonthire from twenty-three 
veflels, and laid fiege to the caftle of Kinwith, a place 


fituated near the mouth of the fmall river Tau. Od- 


dune, earl of Devonthire, with his followers, had taker 
fhelter there; and being ill fupplied with provifions, and 
even with water, he determined, by fome vigorous blow, 


to prevent the neceflity of fubmitti 


enemy. He made a fudden fally 
fun-rifing ; 


rout, pur fo 


ter, killed Hubba 


rilier, 


himfelf, and got ne of the famous Reafen, or en- 


ae ; 3 : 
chanted ftandard, in which put great confi- 
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ence”. It contained the { a raven, which hay 
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en inwove by the three fitters. of Hinguar and Hubba, 
with many magical incantations, and which, by its dif- 
ferent movements, prognofticated, as the Danes believed, 

the good or bad fuccefs of any enterprize *. 
HEN Alfred obferved this fymptom of fuccefsful re- 


>in his fubjects, he left his retreat; but before he 


ency, prove fatal, he refolved to infpect, himfelf, 
on of the enemy, and to judge of the probabi- 
For this-purf he entered their camp 
r the difguife of a harper, and paffed unfufpected 
] quarter. He fo entertained. them with his 
eticus humours, that he: met. with a wel- 

and was even introduced: to the tent of 

prince, where he remained fome days ’. 

fupi ity of the Danes, their con- 

their ne ligence in foraging and 

lifolute wafting of what they 

Encouraged by thefe 


iffaries to the 


d foreft-.. The Englifh, 


ir calamities. by fer- 


infolence and rapine of 

rable than all paft fatigues 

the appointed day, they joyfully 
prince. On his appearance, they re- 


1 1.7 ej Diy ¢ Aros tee c = a 
a Him with thouts of applaufe= ; and could not fa- 


tiate their eyes with the ficht of this beloved monarch, 
whom: they had long r as dead, and who now, 
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with voice and looks expreffing his co 
called them to liberty and to vengea: 


conducted them to 


st 
his prev ious 


encamped ;. and taki 
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ledge of the place, he directed his attack againft the moft 


unguarded qu: 
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Cc a P. much inftruétion or argument or conference, they were 

wr all admitted to baptifi The king anfwered for Gu- 

 thrum at the font, gave him the name of Athelftan, and 
received him as his adopted fon*. 

Tue fuccefs of this See feemed to correfpond to-. 
Alfred’s hopes: The greater part of the Danes fettled 
cea! in their new quarters: Some fmaller bodies of 

the fame nation, which were difperfed in Mercia, were 
diftributed into the five cities arby, Leicefter, Stam- 
ford, Lincoln, and ibe ti m, and were ee called 
the Fif or Five-Burgers he more turbulent and un- 
quiet made an expedition into Fra ler the command 
of Haftings ¢; and except by a fhort incur ‘fion of Danes, 
who failed up the Thames and la : Seo am, but 
fuddenly retreated to their 
in a pofture of defence, 
infefted by the inroads of 


sty: 
aut 


ty in re- 
taken bys fo 


¢ the minds of men to in= 
> againit the retur 

more properly than his grand- 
of the Englifh, ne or fo 

tne Daxons Wel i 
dom. of ae: yas-at laftt: rporate d in his ftate, and 
was governed by Ethelbert, his brother-in-law, who bore 
the title of Earl: And though the Danes, who peopled 
Eaft-A1 gli ind Northumb i, were for fome time 
ruled immediately. by their own s, they all acknow- 
ledged Tatton to Alfred, and ritted to his 


fuperior authority. 


€ 
oreat fource of concord Alfred eave the fame laws to th 
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Danes and Englifh, and put them entirely on a like foot- C HA P+ 


ing in the adminiftration both of civil an 
‘tice. The fine for the murder of a Dane was the fame 
with that for the murder of an Englifhman ; the great 
fymbol of equ 


ity in thofe ages 
o 


Tue king, after rebuilding ae ruined cities, particu- 
larly London‘, which had been deftroyed by the Danes 
in the ae of Ethelwolf, eftablifhed a regular militia 
for the defence of the kingdom. He duane that all 
his people fhould :be armed and regiftered ; he affigned 
them a regular rotation of duty ; he diftributed part into 
the caftles and fortrefles, which he built at proper places 8; 
he required another part to take the field on any alarm, 
and to aflemble at ftated places of rendezvous ; and he 


left a fufficient number at home, who were employed in 
the cultivation of the land, and who afterwards. took 
their turn in military fervice’. The whole kingdom was 
like one great garrifon; and the Danes could no fooner 
appear in one place, than a fufficient number was aflem- 
‘bled to oppofe them, without leaving the other quarters 
defencelefs or difarmed ', ' 

Bur Alfred, fenfible that the proper method of oppof- 
ing an enemy, who made incurfions by fea, was to meet 
them on their own element, took care to provide himfelf 
with a naval force*, which, though the moft natural 
defence of an ifland, had hitherto been totally neglected 
by the Englith. He ener 
dom both in number and ft 


-d the fhipping of his: king- 


a and trained his fubjects 
“ 


in the practice as well of as of naval action. He 
diftributed his armed veflels in proper ftations around the 
ifland, and was fure to meet the Danith thips either be- 


fore or after they had landed their troops, and to purfue 


o 
6? 
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Though the Danes mi 
e, difembark on the coaft, which was 
by their frequent ravages 
Enelith fleet in their retrez 
nerly, by abandoning their booty, 
total deftruation, the penalty of the 
had committed. 
lied feveral inroads of thefe 
maintained his kingdom, during 
A fleet of a hun- 


eA ores rated 
y anid trangr 


ware was ftationed upon the 


seing provi warlike engines, as well 


expert feamen, hath F Frifians and Englifh, (for 

Alfred {up plied the defeéts of his own fubjects by en- 
aging able foreigners in his fervice) maintained a fupe- 
on J ove e fmaller bands, with which England 
ngs the fa- 
mous Danith chief, having ravaged all the provinces 


of France, both alone the fea-coaft and the Loire and 
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1 io often Bon infefted', But at laft Haftir 


Se an bel bliged to quit that country, more by 

ich he himfelf had occafioned, than by 

eared off the coaft of 

> greater part of the 

; her, and feized the fort of 

Apuldore. H ‘s himfelf, commanding a fleet of 

eighty fail, entered the’ Thames, and fortifying Milton 
1 to fpread | 


to comimit the moft déftructive ravae 


out his ae on™; and gathering to him the 
rme d militia from all S, appeared in the field with 


2 ius fuperior to ‘ee enemy “A firagol ing parties, 
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from their chief encampment, were cut off e Eng: ——— 


Pa 


tead of encrea 


glith"; and thefe pyrates, inft 
found themfelves pee up i 
obliged to fubfift by the plunde: 
from France. TJ “ired re) i 
end prove ruinous to the 


¢ eT hi oe ae betes 
at fipurcore rote 


fuddenly from their encampment, with an intention of 


marching towards the Thames, and paffing over into 
Effex : But they noe ae not the vigilance of Alfred, who 


encountered them at Farni 


1m, put them to rout °, -feized 


all their-horfes and. bage< and chaced the runaway 
on board their oer which carried them up the Colne to 
Merfey in Effex, \ 
Hattings, at the pr 


made a like movement; and deferting Milton, took pof- 


fefion of Bamflete, near the ifle of Ca anvey in the fame 


county’; where he haftily threw up fortifications for hi 
defence againft the power of Alfred. 

Unror TUNATELY for the Englifh, Guthrum, prince 
of the Eaft-Anglian Danes, was now dead; as was alfo 
Guthred, whom the king had appointed governor of the 
Northumbrians ; and thofe reftlefs tribes, being no longer 
reftrained by the authority of their princes, and being en- 
couraged by the appearance of fo great a body of their 
countrymen, broke into rebellion, fhook off the authority 
of Alfred, and yielding to their inveterate habits of war 
and depredation 4, embarked on board two hundred a 
forty veffels, and appeared before Exeter in the weft =f 
England. Alfred loft not a moment in oppofing this new 
enemy, Having left fome forces at London to make 
head againft’Haftings and the other’ Danes, he marched 
fuddenly to the weft"; and falling on the rebels before 

a Chron. Sax. p. 92. © Chron, Sax. p. 93. Flor. Wigorn, 
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c Ko P. they were aware, purfued them to their fhips with great 
nro flaughter. Thefe ravagers, failing next to Suffex, began 


to plunder the country near Chichefter; but the order, 
which Alfred had every where eftablithed, fufficed here, 
without his prefence, for the defence of the place; and 
the rebels, meeting with a new repulfe, in which many 
of them were killed, and fome of their fhips taken *, were 
obliged to put again to fea, and were difcouraged from 
attempting any other enterprize, 

MEANWHILE, the Danifh invaders in Effex, having 
united their force under the command of Haftings, ad- 
vanced into the inland country, and made fpoil of all 
around them ; but foon had reafon to repent of their te- 
merity, The Englith army, left in London, affifted by 
a body of the citizens, attacked the enemy’s entrench- 
ments at Bamfete, overpowered the garrifon, and having 
done great execution upon them, carried off the wife and 
two fons of Haftingst. Alfred generoufly fpared thefe 
Captives ; and even reftored them to Haftings ", on con- 
dition that he fhould depart the kingdom. 

Bur though the king had thus honourably rid himfelf 
of this dangerous enemy, he had not entirely fubdued or 
expelled the invaders. The pyratical Danes willingly 
followed in an excurfion any profperous leader, who gave 
them hopes of booty; but were not fo eafily induced to 
relinquifh their enterprize, or fubmit to return, baited 
and without plunder, into their native country. Great 
numbers of them, after the departure of Haftings, feized 
and fortified Shobury at the mouth of the Thames ; and 
having left a garrifon there, they marched along the river, 
till they came to Boddington in the county of Glocefter ; 
where, being reinforced by fome Welth, they threw up 
entrenchments, and prepared for their défence. The 

§ Chron, Sax, p. 96. Flor, Wigorn, p. 596, t Chron, Sax. 
P94. M. Welt. p. 178. uM. Welt. p. 179, 
king 
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h. the wi 


king here furrounded them, w force of his © oo P. 


dorminions ¥ ; and as he had now a 
victory, he refolved to tru 


to mafter his enemies by SARA ‘They were 


reduced to fuch extremities, that, having cat their own 


horfes, and having many of them perifhed with | 
7 upon the Engli 


} 7 mS {1} 
they made a defperate fall 


the greater number fell in the action, 
made their efcapey, Thefe roved 
England, ftill purfued } 


attacked Leicefter with fuccefs, defended themfelves in 


Hastford, and Fhen fled to Quatford, where they were 
nally broken and fubdued. The 

either difperfed ps e 

austacnbertand and E 


to the fea, where they exerc 


mand of Sigefert, a Rech 


well acquainted with Al 
framed veflels of a new conftruétion 
and fwifter, than thofe of the En 


foon difcovered his fuperior fkill, by building veflels fill 

higher, and longer, and fwifter, than thofe of the Nor- 
thumbrians ; and falling upon them, while they were 
exercifing their ravages in the weft, he took twenty of 
their fhips ; and having ‘tried all the prifoners at Win- 
chefter, he hanged them as pyrate 


of mankind. 


THE well-timec 


with the ‘excellent 
there. rettared fall ¢eannillie ‘ Ke 
where, reitored full tranquillity in En 


for the future fecuri 


government. The Eaft- 


* Se Pess ae 
Anglian and North Danes, on the firft appéarance 


of Alfred upon their frontiers, made anew the mo# hum- 
ble fubmiffions to him; and he thought it prudent to take 
w Chron, Sax, p..94. x Ibid. M, Weft, p, 179. Flor, Wigorn. 


Pp. 596. y Chron, Sax. p. 95. % \bid, p. g7- 
4 them 
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CH A P. them under his immediate government, without eftablifh= 


il. 


wyrw ing over them a viceroy of th own nation*.’ The 


Welth alfo acknowledved ie authority ; and this great 


prince had now, by prudence and juftice and valour, 
eftablifhed his foverei: gnty over all the fouthern parts of 


the ifland, from the Enelifh channel to the frontiers of 
Scotland; when he died, in the v igour of his age and the 
full ftrength of his faculties, after a Akisiug reign of 
twenty-nine years and a half >; in which he defery redly 
attained the appellation of Alfred the Great, and the title 
of Founder of the Englifh monarchy. 

THE merit of this prince, both in private and public 
life, may with advantage be fet in oppofition to that of 
any monarch or citizen, which the annals of any age or 
any nation can prefent to us. He feems indeed to be the 
model of that perfec character, which, under the de- 
nomination of a fage or wife man, philofophers have 
been fond of delineating, rather as a fiction of their ima- 
gination, than in hopes of ever feeing it really exiting : 


were a4 ie virtues tempered together; fo 


x from : dealin: its proper boundaries ! He 
knew how to reconcile the mof enterprizing {pirit with 
ree ep es the moft obftinate perfeverance 

lity; the moft fevere juftice with 
greateft vigour in commanding 
with the m een perfe ability of deportment *; the high- 
eft capacity and inclination for fcience, with the moft 
fhining talents for aétion. His civil and his militas ry 
virtues are almoft equally the objets of our admiration : 
excepting only, that the former, bei ing more rare among 
princes, as well as more ufeful, feem chiefly to challenge 
our applaufe.. Nature alfo, as if defirous that fo bright 
2 Flor, Wigorn,. p. 508. Afer, op. Chron. Sax. p. 99, 
©-Affer. p. 33. z 
a production 
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a production of her fkill fhould be fet in the faireft light, 


had beftowed on him every bodily accomplifhment, vigour 


of limbs, dignity of fhape anc d air, 


gaging, and open countenance*, Fortune alone, by 


dows him into that 


hiftorians worthy to tra angini Ais fame to pofterity ; and 


we with to fee him d e lively colours, and 


with more particular ftrokes, that we may at leaft per- 


ceive fome of thofe {mall fpecks and blemifhes, from 


which. ; a it is impoftible he could be entirely.e 
nich, as a Jens it iS lmpomnibie he Could be entireiy ex- 
empted, 


= Sos: ethan 
But we fhould give but an imperfect i 


merit, were we to confine our narration to his military 


exploits, and were not mo 
his inftitutions for the execution, of juftice, and of ‘his 
zeal for the encouragement of arts and {ciences. 

Arter Alfred had fubdued.and | 


1 od 7 - t . + _ i 
the Danes, he found the kingdom in the moft. wretched 


d fettled or expelled 


condition ; defolated by the ravages. of thofe barbarians, 


and thrown into diforders, which. were calculated to per- 
petuate its mifery. Though the great armies of the Danes 


were broken, the COUDEY. was su of ftragel ling een 


ultry, and w <2 from the 


J 


af 


natural fi manners, indulged themfelves 


in committing even beyond what was requi- 
fite to fupply 
reduced to the moft extreme i 


- he Englith themfelves, 


be: thefe continued 


had been plundered to-d 


and thofe who 
felves next day to a like diforderly life, and from defpair 
joined the robbers in pillaging and ruining their fellow- 


citizens. Thefe were the evils, for which it-was necef- 
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fary 


age, deprived him of 
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CH A P. fary that the vigilance and aCtivity of Alfred fhould provide 
IL, 


wv 2 remedy, 


Tuar he might render the execution of juftice ftri@ 
and regular, he divided all England into counties ; thefe 
counties he fubdivided into hundreds ; and the hundreds 
into tithings. Every houfe-holder was anfwerable for the 
behaviour of his family and flaves, and even of his guefts, 
if they lived above three days in his houfe, Ten neigh- 
bouring houfe-holders were formed into one corporation, 
who, under the name of a tithing, decennary, or fri- 
bourg, were anfwerable for each other’s conduét, and 
over whom one perfon, called a tythingman, headbourg, 
or borfholder, was appointed to prefide, Every man was 
punithed as an outlaw, who did not regifter himfelf in 
fome tything. And no man could change his habitation, 
without a warrant or certificate from the borfholder of 
the tything, to which he formerly belonged. 

WHEN any perfon in any tything or decennary was 
guilty of a crime, the borfholder was f{ummoned to anfwer 
for him; and if he was not willing to be furety for his 
appearance and his clearing himfelf, the criminal was 
committed to prifon, and there detained till his trial. If 
he fled, either before or after finding fureties, the bor- 
fholder and decennary became liable to enquiry, and were 
expofed to the penalties of law. ‘Thirty-one days were 
allowed them for producing the criminal; and if that 
time elapfed without their being able to find him, the 


borfholder, with two other members. of the decennary, 


was obliged to appear, and together with three chief 
members of the three neighbouring decennaries (making 
twelve in all) to fwear that his decennary was free from 
all privity both of the crime committed, and of the efcape 
of the criminal. If the borfholder could “not find fuch a 
number to anfwer for their innocence, the decennary was 
compelled by fine to make fatisfaction to the king, accord- 


ing 
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ing to the degree of the offence’. By this inftitution © 1A P. 


It. 


every man was obliged from his own intereft to keep a waycng 


the conduc of ‘his neighbours ; 


id 


“was in-a manner furety for the behaviour of thofe who 


watchful eye over 


were placed under the divifion, to which he 


Whence thefe decennaries received the name of fr: 


pledges. 

Sucu a regular diftribution of the people, wit 
ftri€& confinement in their habitation, may not be necef- 
fary in times, when men are more enured to obedience 
and juftice ; and it might perhaps be regarded as deftruc- 
tive of liberty and commerce in a polifhed ftate; but it 
was well calculated to reduce that fierce and licentious 


people under the falutary reftraint of 


But Alfred took care to temper thefe ricours by other in- 
I 


and 


ftitutions favourable to the freedom of the 


5 
nothing could be more popular and liberal than plan 
for the adminiftration of juftice. “The boril - fum- 


moned together his who le d 


ecen vy Gib 
cennar y to’afiit him in decid- 


ich occurred 


} 


ing any leffer dif 


1one the: mem- 
Bets of this fmall community. In affairs of greater 


moment; in appeals from the decennary, or in contro- 


sen members of different decennaries, 


verifies arifing bet 
the caufe was brought before the — which confifted 
of ten decennaries, or a hundred families of freemen, and 
for 


o 


whi £9 was regularly aflembled once in four weeks, 


c tae Fey TE y Egon | coy 
the ecis ding gS Of caufes g, ineir metnoa OF cect 
= to be ‘note d, as being the origin‘of juries ; 


Ps : a ot fr EN - ES 5 ES) a | or a 
tution, admirable in itfelf, and:the e083 calcalated fc 


that ever was devifed by it of man, 


holders were chofen ; who, having fworn, 


the hundreder or preiiding 


f Leges St. Edw. cap. 20. 
Cap, 2. 


aln 


HES POR YO Fs ENGLAND, 


adminifter impartial juftice*, proceeded to the examina 
. tion of that caufe, which was fubmitted to their jurifdic- 
tion. And befide thefe monthly meetings of the h undred, 
there was an annual alsin appointed for a more general 
te on of the police of the diftridt; for. the enquiry 
into s,-the chiueiian of abufes in magiftrates, and 
ing of every perfon to fhew the decennary in 

was regiftered: The people; in imitation of 

the ancient Germans, aflembled there in 


$; whence a hundred was fometimes called a wapen- 


take, 3 court ferved both for the fupport cf sgh 

difcipline, and for admini ion of civil juftice 1.- 
THe next fuperior court to that of the hundred was 

the county-court, which. met twice a year, after Michael- 


4 Fis 


mas‘and Eafter d confifted of the frecholders of the 
county, who ; fed an equal vote in the decifion of 
caufes. ‘The bifhop prefided in this court, together with 
the ane ian ; and the proper object of the court was the 
é J e hundreds and decennaries, 
x erfies as arofe between 
men of different hundreds. Formerly, the alderman pof- 
fefled both the civil and milit tary authority ; but Alfred, 
fenfible that this conjunction of powers rendered the no- 
bility ‘sgt rous ‘and ind lependant, appointed alfo.a fheriff 
in-each county ; whoe ayjoyed a co-ordinate pie with 
the former in the judicial function *. His office alfo im- 
powered him to guard the rights of the crown in the 
county, and to levy the fines impofed ; which in that age 
formed no contemptible. part of the public revenue. 
THERE lay an appe: a in default of juftice, from-all 
thefe courts to the king himfelf in pete: and_as the 
people, fenfible of the equity and great talents of Alfred, 


placed their chief confidence in him, oe was foon over- 


h Fedus Alfred, and Gothurn, apud Wilkins, cap. 3e Py 47%, DER, 
Ethelflani, cap, 2. apud Wilkins, p. 53. LL. Ethelr, 3 4. Wilkins, 
p+ 117. i Spcliman in voce Wapentake, k Ingulf, p. $70 

whelmed 
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whelmed with appeals from. all parts of 
was indefatigable i in the di ; 
finding that his 
bvahéts of duty, 


But, on eee 


fled by this 


olved ‘to obviat convenience, 


by correcting the ig gnorance or corru ne. inferior 


magiftrates, from which it arofe™. . He took care to have 


Ss ea | 


his Stra intr rs. and the laws "7: He ‘chofe 


the earls and theriff ft celebrated 


for probity and kn d feverelyall mal- 
verfation in. office °: And he removed all the es whom 
he found unequal to the as allowin 


moft elderly.to ferve by a-deputy, till aay ‘de ce fhould 


make room for more worth) 
THE better t 
tion of juftice, A 

though now loft, fer, 


prudence, and is gen igin of what is 


denominated the comMMON LAW. . He - appointed. regular 
meetings of the ftates. of Engiand — e a:year in Lon- 
don 4; acity which he himfelf had repaired and beautified, 
and which he thus. ren kingdom. 


The fimilarity of 


ancient Germans, to the practice:of the orthern 
conquerors, and.to the Saxon laws during, the-Heptarchy, 
prevents: us, from regarding ed as: the: fole author of 


this plan of gove id Jeads us rather to: think, 
that, like a 


ing, sea, and executine the imf 


found previoufly eftablithed.. But on the wh 
fuccefs attended hi 


If 


denly a new face i 


all kinds were re i by the punifhment or reformation 

1 Afr, Pp. 20, m_ Jbidiop. 
bas Rievyal, 
9 Le M 


r. Wigorn. ps 594. Ab- 
Brompton, p. £14. 


6 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


vale P. of the ier e fo exaét was the general police; 

eeiccapiagis thie at Alfred, it is faid; hung up, by way of bravade; 
golden bracelets near the hi ys and no man dared to 
touch them *. © Yet amidft thefe rigours of juftice, this 
great prince preferved the n acred rega. es to’ the libert 
of his people ; and it is a memorable fentiment preferved 
in his will, that it was juft the Engli fhould for ever 
remain as free as aie own thought 


As good morals and knowledge are ole infeparable 


b] 
¢ 
1 


in every age, though not in every individual ; WE care 6 
Alfred for the paeh Spat of tan 
jects was another ufeful b 

aided to reclaim the Englifh from lates former + diffolute 
and ferocious manners: But the King was guided in this 
purfuit, lefs by eee views, than by his natural bent 
and propenfity toward Js letters, ‘When he cameto the 
throne, he found t 

rance and barbarilm, 
orders in the governme nd: from the rava; 
Danes: The cnianplieiite wer d, ne monks 
butchered or difperfed, their libraries burnt ; and thus the 
only feats of erudition in thofe ages were totally fub averted, 
Alfred } himfelf complains, that on his acceflion he knew 


not one perfon, fouth of the Tha 


mes, who could fo much 
as interpret the Latin fervice ; and very few in the nor 
thern parts, who had reached even that pite h-of erudition, 
But this prince invited over hei 1oft celebrated fcholars 
from all parts of Euro; ifhed fehocls every 
where for the ae of his people ; he founded, or 
at leaft repaired the univerfity of Oxford, and endowed it 
with many privileges, revenues and immunities 

joined by law all freeholders pofiefied of two 

t Ingulf, p. 27. 5 W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap. 4. 

p. 24. w_A hyde contained land fufficient to employ one plough. 
See H. Hunt. lib, 6. in A.D. 100% Anne). Waverl. in A. D. 1054. 
Gervafe of Tilbury fays it commonly contained about 109 acres, ? 


land 
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land or more to fend their chil 


ren to fchool for their in- 
irch and ftate to 


ftruction ; he gave preferment both in ch 


fuch only as had made fome profici in knowle 
And by all thefe expedients he had the fatisfaGion. 
> 


altairs 3; 


> 


— 


his death, to fee a great change = the face o 
and in a work of his, which is ftill extant » he congratu- 
3 RON Ps 


lates himfelf on the pre which learning, under his 


patronage, had already made in England, 

Bur the moft effectual expedient, employed by Alfred, 
for the encouragement of learning, was his own example, 
and the conftant affiduity, with which, notwithftanding 
the multiplicity and urgency of his affairs, he employed 
himfelf in the purfuits of knowledge. He ufually divided 
his time into three equal portions : One was employed in 
fleep, and the refection of his body by diet and exercife ; 
another in the difpatch of bufinefs ; a third in ftudy and 
devotion: And that he might more exactly meafure the 
hours, he made ufe of burning tapers = equal length, 


which he fixed in lanthorns “ ; an expedient fuited to that 
rude age, when the geometry of ae Sd the mecha- 


nifm ef clocks and watches were tot ally unknown. And 
by fuch a regular diftribution of his time, though he often 
laboured under great bodily infirmities *, this martial 
hero, who fought in perfon fifty-fix tiaailes by fea and 
land ¥, was able, during a life of no extra ordinary length, 
to acquire more knowledge, and even to compofe more 
books, than moft ftudious men, though bleft with the 
greateft leifure and application, have, in more fortunate 
ages, made the object of their uninterrupted induftry. 
SENSIBLE, that the people, at all times, efpecially 
when their underfta andings are obftructed | by ignorance and 
bad education, are not much fufceptible of feculative in-~ 
ftruétion, Alfred endeavoured to convey his morality by 


Ww Affer. p.20, W. Malm. lib, 2, cap. 4. Ingulf, p. 870. 
x Aifer, Pe 4y°125-13) 17. y W, Malm, lib. 4. cap. 4 
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parables, ftori ies, apophthegms, couched in po- 

ea etry 5 an ad gee propagating among his fubjects, former 
ctions of that kind; which he found in the Saxor 

he exercifed his genius in inventing werks of & 

well as 1 ‘tranflating from the Greek the 


r Per 7 


5 oa fables of Afep. He alfo gave Saxon tranflations 


2 


s hiftories ; and of Boethius con= 


the confolation of philo see phy», And he.deemed 


it nowife derogatery from his other great characters of 

fovercign, legiflator, warrior, ae olitician, thus to lead 
to his people in the purfuits of F literature. 

jot negligent in en- 

ng the vulgar an sd mechanical arts, which have a 

fible, though not a élofer contrexion with the in- 

He invited, from all quarters, induf- 


1 


ist syeigniers ta Fc- people his cou ntry, whichd had been 


ravages of the Danes. He introduced 
and ericouraged manufaétures of all kinds ; and mo inven= 
tor or improver of any ing enjous art did he fuffer to go 
unrewarded “. rk ted A Of sgaer to Scuhe 
themifclves to ‘vation, to pugs commerce into the moft 
remote countries, and to acquire riches ty propagating 
indufiry among their fellow-citizens’ He fet apart a 
feventh portion of his own revenue for mae ne a num- 
ber of workmen, whom he confiat y employe ed in re~ 
~huilding the ruined Cities, caitles, paiaces and mona- 
> Even = elegan cies of We were brought to him 
from the Mediterranean and | the Indies‘ ; and his bin is 
by feeine tho fe — of ‘the peaceful 
taught to refpect the 
which alone they could oo 


fred was re carded, by foreigne 
& Aflers p- 13+ 2 Spelman, pe 124+ Abbaf, Rieval. p. 355- 
b W: Malm, lid. 2, cap» 4+ Brompton, p, Sige c Affer. ps TZ 
Flor, Wigetn. p. 533. d Affer. p. 20. € Ibid, W.Malme 
fib. 2. cap. 4 £ W. Malmef, lib, a Cape Ae 
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fubjects, as the preateft prince after Char ‘lemagne that had C H : P. 
i 


appeared in Europe during feveral ages, and as one of the 4 


wifeft and beft that had ever adorned the annals of any 
nation. 

_ ALFRED had, by his wife, Ethel fwitha, aughter of a 
Mercian earl, three fons and three daughters. “The eldeft 
fon, Edmund, died without iffue, in his father’s lifetime: 
The third, Ethelward, inherited his father’s paffion for 
letters, and lived a private life. The fecond, Edward, 
fucceeded to his power ; and paffes 7a the appellation of 
Edward the Elder, being the firft of that name who fat on 
the Enelifh throne: 


EDWARD the Elder, 


HIS prince; who equalled his father in military 
talents, though inferior to him in knowledge and 


erudition %; found immediately, on his acceffion, a {peci- 
men of that turbulent life, to which all princes, andeven 
all individuals were expofed; in an age when meh, lefs 
reftrained by law or juftice, and lefs occupied by induftry, 
had no aliment for their inquietude, but wars, infur- 


reCtions, convulfions, rapine; and Ethels 


wald, his coufin-german, fon of king Ethelbert, the 
Ider brother of Alfred; infifted on his preferable title! 
and arming his partizans, took pofleifion of W 
burne, where he feemed determined to defend hima 
felf to the lafi extremity, and to await the iffue of his 
pretenfions!, But when the king approached the town 
with a great army, Ethelwald, having the profpe& of 
certain deftruGion, made -his’ efca ape, and fled ‘firft into 
Normandy, and thence into No: rthumberland ; where he 
hoped, that the people, who ‘had been recently fubdued 
by Alfred, and who were impatient of peace, would, on 

&°W, Malmef, lib. 2. cap. 5, Hoved 
P. 9@, loo, i |bid, p, reo. 
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Cc gs P. the intelligence of that great prince’s death, feize the firft 
i 


__) pretence or opportunity of rebellion. ‘The event did not 
eee | PE y 


spoint his expectations : “The Northumbrians declared 
for him *; and Ethelwald, having thus conneéted his in- 
tereft with the Danifh tribes, went beyond fea, and col- 
Jecting a body of thefe free-booters, he excited the hopes 
of all thofe who had been necuftomed to fubfift by rapine 
and violence!. “he Eaft-Anglian Danes joined his party - 
The Five-burgers, who were feated in the heart of Mer- 
cia, tegan to put themfelves in motion ; and the Enehifh 
found that they were again menaced with thofe convul- 
fions, from which the valour and policy of Alfred had fo 
lately redeemed them. The rebels, headed by Ethel- 
wald, made an incurfion into the counties of Glocefter, 
Oxford, and Wilts; and having exercifed theit ravages 
in thefe places, they retired with their booty; before the 
king, who had affembled an army, was able to approach 
them. Edward, however, who was determined that his 
prepzrations {hould not be fruitlefs, conducted his forces 
into Eaft-Anglia, and retaliated the injuries which the 
inhabitants had committed, by fpreading the like deva- 
ftation among them. Satiated with revenge, and loaded 
with booty, he gave orders to retire: But the authority 
of thofe ancient kings, which was feeble in peace, was not 
much better eftablifhed in the field; and the Kentifh men, 
greely of more fpoil, ventured, contrary to repeated or- 
ders, to ftay behind him, and to take up their quarters in 
Bury. This difobedience proved in the iffue fortunate to 
Edward. The Danes affaulted the Kentifh men; but 
met with fo ftout a refiftance, that, though they gained 
the field of battle, they bought that advantage by the lofs 
of their braveft leaders, and among the reft, by that of 


k Chron, Sax. p, 100. H, Hunt, lib. 5. ps 352+ 1 Chron. Sax, 
p. 10, Chron. Abb, St. Petri de Burgo, p- 24. 
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Ethelwald, who perifhed in the aétion™. The king, 
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freed from the fear of fo dangerous a competitor, made Ws 


peace on advantageous terms with the Eaft-Angles °. 

In order to reftore England to fuch a ftate of tranquil- 
lity as it was then capable of attaining, naught was want- 
ing but the fubjection of the N lonhiumbeiane, whb, affifted 
by the feattered Danes in Mercia, continually infefted the 
bowels of the kingdom. Edward, in order to divert the 
ni of thefe enemies, prepared a fleet to attack them by 

; hoping, that, when his fhips sppeated on their coaft, 
oe muft at leaft remain at home, and provide for their 
defence. But the Northumbrians were le(s anxious to fecure 
their own property than greedy to commit fpoil on their 
enemy; and concluding, that the chief ftren, gth of the Eng- 
lith was embarked on board the fleet, ate thought the op- 
portunity favourable, and entered Edward’s territories with 
all their forces. The king, who was prepared againft 
this event, attacked them on their return at Tetenhall in 


the county of Stafford, put them to rout, recovered all 


the booty, and purfucd them with great flaughter into 
their.ewn country. 

ALL the reft of Edward’s reign was a fcene of 
nued and fuccefsful ation againft the Northumbrians 
the Eaft-Angles, the terreer rs, and the foreign Danes 


ites M1 tad ess 


who invaded him from Norman dy and Britanny. hor 


he lefs provident in putting his kingdom in a 


defence, than vigorous in affaulting the enemy. He forti- 
fied the towns of Chefter, Eddefbury, Warwic, Cher- 
bury, Buckingham, Towcefter, Maldon, Huntingdon, 
and Colchefter. He fought two fignal battles, at Temf- 
ford and Maldon®. He vanquifhed Thurketill, a great 
Danifh chief, and oblig ged him to retire with his fel- 
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c ce P. Jowers into France, in queft of fpoil and adventures, He 
eres fubdued the Eaft-Angles, and forced them to fwear alle- 
giance tohim; He expellea the two rival princes of Nor- 
thumberland, Reginald and Sidroc, and acquired, for 
the prefent, the dominion of that province: Several tribes 
of the Britons were fubjected by him ; and even the Scots, 
who, during the reign of Egbert, had, under the conduct 
of Kenneth, their king, encreafed their power, by the final 
fubjection of the Pi&s, were neverthelefs obliged to give 


him marks of fubmiffion?, In all thefe fortunate atchieve- 


ai 


ments he was aflifted by the activity and prudence of his 
Gfter Ethelfleda, who was widow of Ethelbert, earl of 
Mercia, and who, after her hufband’s death, retained the 
government of that province, ‘This princefs, who had 
been reduced to extremity in child-bed, refufed afterwards 
all commerce with her hufband; not from any weak fu- 
perftition, as was common in that age, but becaufe fhe 
dec neftic occupations unworthy of her mafcu- 
> and ambitious fpirif3. She died before her brother ; 

i during the remainder of his reign, took 
upon himfelf the immediate government of Mercia, which 
before had been entrufted to the authority of a gavernor *. 
The Saxon Chronicle fixes the death of this prince in 
>: His kingdom devolved to Athelftan, his natura] 


A-tT H.E Lb. S:T AN: 


ain in this prince’s birth was not, in thofe 

times, deemed fo confiderable as to exclude him 

from the throne; and Athelftan, being of an age, as well 
a capacity, fitted for government, obtained the pre- 


ference to Edward’s younger children who, though legi- 
; / oe ? 3 i) o 


p Chron. Sox. p. 710. Hoveden, p- 421. ¢ W. Malmef,. lib. 2. 
2. Ingolf, p.28. Higden, p. 261. r 


* Chron, Sax. p. 119, Brompton, p. $31. 5 Page 110. 
timate, 


cap. 5. Math, Wel. p. 18 
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imate, were of toa tender years to rule a nation fo much © H AP. 
Il, 


expofed both to foreign invafion and to domeftic convul- } 
fions, Some difcontents, however, prevailed on his ac- 


ceffion; and Alfred, a nebleman of confiderable power, 


aij 


was thence encouraged to enter into a con{piracy 
him. This inci 


tances, which the 


ic rela L by hit +5 ewe ers! Se i ate 
is related. by hiftorians with circum- 


reader, according to the deg 


credit he is difpofed to give them, mey impute either to 


the inyention of monks, who forged them, or to thei 


artifice, who found means of making them real, Alfred 


it is faid, being feized upon ftrong fufpicions, but v 


out any veatais proof, firmly chia the seespraee im- 
puted to him; and in order to juftify himfelf, he offered 
to fwea 


r to his innocence before the pope, whofe perfon, 


it was fuppofed, contained fuch fuperior fanctity, that no 


one could prefume to give a falfe oath in his orefence. and 
’ 


1geance: of heave 
The kine accepted of the condition, and Alfred was con- 


yet hope to efcape the ummediate ve 


duétedto Rome; where, either con{cious of his innocence, 


@ the fuperftition, to which he appealed, he 


1 


venture yake the oath required of him, before John, 


who then fi led the papal chair. But no fooner had he 


pronounced the fatal words, than he fell into convulfions, 


of which, three days after, he expired. ‘The king, as if 


the guilt of the confpirator were now fully afcertained, 
confifcated his eftate, and made a prefent of it to the mo- 


ftery of Malmefbury'; fecure that no doubts would 
ec 


ever thenceforth be entertain 


d concerning the j 


i HE ‘de sisi of 
wb 


over his En: he 


leavoured to 


gz jects, than he end oive {e- 
curity to the government, by the in- 


} 
r 


furrections of the Danes ea ‘had created fo much 


difturbance to his predeceilors, He marched into North- 


tw 


yef, Jib, 2. cap. 6. Spell. Cones p. 407 
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i AP: wmberland ;'tand finding, that the inhabitants bore with 


impatience the E Enelith oke, he thought it prudent to 
Se en’ amend } i P 


confer on a Danifh nobleman, the title of King, 


+h him to his interefts, by giving him his 
in marriage. But this policy proved by 


accider fource of dangerous pimp te Sithric 


died in at /emon ters and two fons by a for- 


r marria od rridy deioniiy pretenfions 


ee 
on ihaie father’ § elevati aflumed the fovereignty, with- 
out waiti 5+ Athelftan’s confent. “They were foon 
ee by the power of that monarch ; and the: former 
~ fhelter in Ireland, as the latter did in Scotland ; 
woiihe he received, during fome time, protection from 
Contftantine, who then’ enjoyed the crown of that king- 
dom, The Scottifh prince, (Pes continually folicit- 
ed, and even menaced, by Athelftan, at laft promifed to 
deliver up his gueft; but fecretly detefting this treachery, 
he gave God rid warning to make his efcape" ; ; and that 
fugitive, after fubfifting by pyracy for fome ec ars, freed 
the king, by his death, from any farther anxiety. Athel- 
flan, refenting Conftantine’s behaviour, entered Scotland 
with an army ; and ravaging the country with impunity”, 
he reduced the Scots to fuch diftrefs, that their king was 
content to preferve his crown, by making fubmiffions to 
the enemy. ‘The Englifh hiftorians aflert *, x, that. Con- 
ftantine Hs homage. to Athelftan for his | kipedooee and 
hey add, t a ince, being urged by his cour- 
tiers to pufh the : wvourable opportunity, and en- 
ly fubdue ] ied, that it was more glorious 
to confer than conquer king y, But thofe annals, fo 
uncertain and imp in themfelves, -lofe all credit, 
when national 1 fions and animofities- have place ; 
on that ae the Scotch hiftorians, who, with- 


W, Malmef, lib. 2. cap..6. w Chron. Sax. p. 111%. Hoveden, 
ting, lib. 5. p. 35 4- x Hoveden, p. 422. 


Anglia Sacra, vol. 1, p, 212. 
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out having any more knowledge of the matter, ftrenu- C = P 
oufly deny the fact, feem more worthy of belief. espa 
ConsTANTINE, whether he owed the retaining of his 
crown to the moderation of Athelftan, who was unwil- 
ling to employ all his advantages againft him, or to the 
policy of that prince, who efteemed the humiliation of an 
enemy a greater acquifition than the fubjection of a dif- 
contented and mutinous people, thought the behaviour of 
the Englifh monarch more an object of refentment than 
of gratitude. He entered into a confederacy with Anlaf, 
who had collected a great body of Danith pyrates, whom 
he found hovering in the Irith {eas ; ; and with fome Welfh 
princes, who were terrified at the growing power of A- 
thelftan: And all thefe allies. made by concert an irrup- 
he 


tion with a great army into England. At 


g Iftan, col- 


leting his forces, met the enemy near Brunfbury in 
Northumberland, and defeated them in a general engage- 
ment. - This victory was chiefly afcribed to the valour of 


Turketul, the Ene 


S 


ith chancellor : For in thofe turbulent 
ages, no one was fo much occupied in civil employments, 
as wholly to lay afide the military charaéter *. 

THERE is a circumftance, not unworthy “ notice, 
which hiftorians relate with regard to the tran 


ons of: 


vs i€ 
this war. Anlaf, on the approach of the oi. army, 
thought, that he could not venture too much to enfure a 
fortunate event ; and employing the artifice formerly prac- 
tifed by Alfred againft the Danes, he entered the enemy’s 
camp in the habit of a minftrel. The ftratagem was for 
the prefent attended with like fuccefs. He gave fuch fa- 
tisfaction to the foldiers; who flocked about him, that 
they introduced him to the king’s tent; and Anlaf, hav- 
ing played before that prince and his nobles during their 
repaft, was difmifled with a handfome reward. His pru- 

Z The office of chancellor among the Anglo-Saxons refembled more that 
of a fecretary of ftate, than that of our prefént chance 
voce Cancellarius, 


See Spelman in 


dence 
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c id i P. dence ‘kept him from refufing the prefent; but his pride 
Ln determined him, on his departure, to bury it, while he 
fancied that he was unefpied by all the world. Buta 
foldier in Athelftan’s camp, who had formerly ferved 
under Anlaf, had.been ftruck with forne fufpicion on the 


firft appearance of the minftrel ; and wasengaged by cu- 


riofity to obferve all his motions. He regarded this laft 
aétion as a full proof of Anlaf’s difguife; and he imme- 
diately carried the intelligence to Athelftan, who blamed 
him for not fooner giving him information, that he might 
have feized his enemy. But the foldier told him, that, 
as he had formerly fworn fealty to Anlaf, he could never 
have pardoned himfelf the treachery of betraying and 
ruining his ancient mafter; and that Athelftan himfelf, 
after fuch an inftancée of his criminal condu&, would 
have had equal reafon to doubt of his allegiance, Athel- 
ftan, having praifed the generofity of the foldier’s prin- 
ciples, reflected on the incident, which he forefaw might 
be attended with important confequences. He removed 
his ftation in the camp; and as a bifhop arrived that 
evening with a reififorcement of troops, (for the ecclefi- 
aftics were then no lefs warlike than the civil magiftrates ) 
he occupied with his train that very place which had 
been left vacant by the king’s removal. “The precaution 
of Athelftan was found prudent: For no fooner had 
darknefS fallen, than Anlaf broke into the camp, and 
haftening direétly to the place where he had left the 
king’s tent, put the bifhop to death, before he had time 
to prepare for his defence * 

Tuere fell feveral Danifh and Welth princes in the 
aGtion of Brunfbury>; and Conftantine and Anlaf made 
their efcape with difficulty, leaving the greater part of 
their army on the field of battle. After this fuccets, 


a W. Malmef. lib. 2, cap. 6. Higden, p. 763. b Brompton, 
p- $39. Ingulf, p.29- 
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Athelftan enjoyed his crown in tranquillity; and he is ‘* P, 

regarded ds one of the ableft and moft aGtive of thofe AE Nocti 

cient princes, He pafléd a remarkable law, oir was 
calculated for the encouragement of COREE EL, 2 and which 

it So secaetieeed {ome liberality of mind, in\that age, to have 

devifed: ‘That a merchant, who had made three long {ea- 


voyages on his,own account, fhould be admitted to the 
rank of a thane er atatlere This prince died at .Glo- 
cefter in the year 941 °, after a reign of fixteen years; and 
was fucceeded by Edmund, his legitimate brother, 


; NA i lg 9 Sn RR a? = 


DMUND, on his acceffion, met with difturbance — 94%¢ 


2 


from the reftlefs Northun ibrians, who lay in wait 


for every opportunity of bre 


marching fuddenly with his forces into their country, he 


fo overawed the rebels, that they endeavoured to appeafe 
him by the moft humble give 


“him the furer pledge of their obedi 


embrace Chriftianity ; a religion —— the 


had freque — 


which, for 


fervitude, and 
hity oireved! ie: 
this forced fumiffion, ufed the precaution of 1 
the Five-burgérs fr I} jay 

had been allowed ‘to 
that they took advant: 


ttle to thei 


trufting li 


of agers: commotion, and intro~ 


duced the rebe 


the kingdom, He alfo congue ited Cum bérland from the 


Britons ; and conferred that territory on Malcolm king of 
Scotland, on condition that he fhould do him homage for 


¢ Chron, Sax. p y14+ d W, Malmef, libsz. cap. 7. Bromptons 
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c x A P. it, and protect the north from all future incurfions of the 
lcniian Danes. 

EpmuND was young when he came to the crown 5 
yet was his reign hort, as his death was violent. One 
day, as he was folemnizing a feftival in the county of 
Glocefter, he remarked, that Leolf, a notorious robber, 
whom he had fentenced to banifhment, had yet the bold- 
nefs to enter the hall where he himfelf dined, and to fit 
at table with his attendants. Enraged at this infolence, 
he ordered him to leave the room; but on his refufing to ' 
ebey, the king, whofe temper, naturally choleric, was 
inflamed by this additional infult, leaped on him himfelf, 
and feized him by the hair: But the ruffian, pufhed to 
extremity, drew his dagger, and gave Edmund a weund, 
of which he immediately expired. This event happened 
in the year 946, and in the fixth year of the king’s reign. 
dccana left male-iffue, but fo young, that they were 
incapable. of governing the kingdom; and his brother, 
Edred, was promoted to the crown. 


BoD: Rr. BP, 


r E*. E reign of this prince, as thofe of his prede- 
ceflors, was difturbed by oe rebellions and incur- 
fions of the Northumbrian Danes, who, though fre- 


quently quelled, were never entirely fubdued, nor had 
ever paid a fincere allegiance to the crown of England. 
The fuccefiion of a new king feemed to them a favour- 
able opportunity for fhaking off the yoke; but on Ed~ 
red’s appearance with an atmy, they made him their 
wonted fubmiffions; and the king, having wafted the 
country with fire and fword, as a punifhment of their 
rebellion, obliged them to renew their oaths of allegiance; 
and he ftraight retired with his forces. The obedience 
of the Danes lafted no longer than the prefent terror. 

Provoke 


EDR E D. “ae 


Provoked at the devaftations of Edred, and even reduced © H 4 Py 
‘ = fa ik. 
by neceffity to fubfift on plunder, they broke into a new Wow/mmd 


Par 


rebellion, and were again fubdued: But the king, now 


oO 
v 


inftructed by experience, took greater precautions againft 


their future revolt. He fixed Englifh garrifons in their 


moft confiderable towns ; and placed over them an Eng- 


lifh governor, who might watch all their ‘motions,. and 
fiebrels any infurreétion on its firft appearance. He ob- 


liged alfo Malcolm, king of Scotland, to renew his ho- 
mage for the lands which he held in England. 
Eprep, t though not unwarlike, nor unfit for. active 


life, lay under the influence of the loweft fup 


SVS 


had blindly delivered over his ence to the guidance 
of Dunftan, commonly 


Glaftenbury, whom he 


wees 


abbot of 


tories 


1 
ik 
; 
; 


and who covered, under the appea 


advantac 


i) 


violent and moft infolent amb 


oO 


hi; } + # bate ae “ + 1. 
him by the king, this 


of the implicit confidence repo 


churchman imported into Ey order of monks 
who much changed the fta 
excited, on their firft eftablithment, the moft violent com- 
motions. 

From the introduction of Chriftianity among the Sax- 


in England ; and thefe efta- 


ons, there had been mon 
blifhments had extremely m iit plied, by the donations of 
the princes and nobles ; whofe flipeltfikions derived from 
their ignorance and precarious life, and encreafed by re- 


morfes for the crimes into which they were fo frequently 
) 1 y 


betrayed, knew no other expedient for appeafing the 
Deity than a oaeaiees rality towards the ecclefiaftics. 


But the monks h ad hitherto been a {pecies of fecular 


er r of the i 


refent canons 


priefts, who lived a 
in fome 


prebendaries, 


*, with the 


eae * 
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of youth®: They had the difpofal of their own time and 
induftry: They were not fubjeéted to the rigid rules of 
an order: They had made no vows cf implicit obedience 
to their fupericrs’: And they itill retairied the choice, 
Without quittiig the convent, either of a married or a 
fingle lifes. But a miftaken piety bad produced int 
Italy a new fpecies of monks, called BenediGtines ; whoj 
carrying farther the plaufible principles of mortification; 
fecluded themfelves entirely from the world, renounced 
all claim to rgd and made a merit of the moft invio- 
lable chaftity. Thefe praétices and principles; which 
fuperftition at firft engendered, were greedily embraced 
and promoted by the policy of the court of Rome. The 
Roman pontiff, who was making every day great advances 
towards an abfolute fovereignty over the ecclefiaftics, per 
eeived, that the celibacy of the clergy alone could break 
off entircly their connexion with the civil power, and 
depriving them of every other object of ambition, engage 
them to promote, with unceafing induftry, the prandeur 
of their own order. He was fenfible, that, fo long as the 
tnonks wereindulged in marriage, and were periniitted torear 
families, they never could be fubjected to ftri€t difcipline, 


reduced to that flavery undef their juperiors; which was 


‘requifite to procure to the mandates, iflued from Rome, a 


ready and zealous obedience. Celibacy, therefore, began 
to be extolled, as the indifpenfible duty of priefts; oad 


the pope undertook to make all the clergy throughout the 


weftern world renounce at once the privilege of marriage? 


A fortunate policy, but at the fame an undertaking the 
molt dificult of any, fince he had*the ftrongeft propenfi- 
ties of human nature to encounter, and found, that the 
fame connexions with the female fex; which generally: 


© Ofberne in Anglia Sacra; tom. 2. ps 92. f Offerne, p. or- 
& Sce Wharton’s notes to Anglia Sacra, tom.2. ps 91. Gervafe, p. 1645. 
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ericourage devotion, were here unfavourable to the fuc- 
cefs of his project. [t is no wonder, therefore, that this 
mafter-ftroke of art fiould have met with violent contra- 
diction, and that theinterefts of the hierarchy, and the 
inclinations of the priefts, being now placed in this fin- 
gular oppofition, fheuld, notwithftanding the continued 
efforts of Rome, hav2 retarded the execution of that bold 
fcheme, during the courfe of near three centuries. 

As the bifhops ard parochial clergy lived apart with 
their families, and were more connected with the world, 
the hopes of fuccefs with them were fainter, and the pre- 
tence for making than renounce marriage was much lefs 
plaufible. But the pepe, having caft his eye on the monks 
as the 


afis of his zithority, was determined to reduce 


them under ftriét rules of obedience, to ponies them. the 
credit of fanctity by an appearance of the moft r 
tification, and to Bind off all their other tyes caiieek 


tight interfere with his fpiritual policy. 


tence, therefore; of reforming abufes, which were, in 


fome degree, unavoilable “in the ancient eftablifhments, 


he had already fpreai over the fouthern countries of Eu- 


ran to 


o 


tope the fevere law: of the :monaitic life, and be 


form attempts towards a like innovation in 


‘The favourable opportunity offered itfelf 


greedily feized) acti from the weak 


4 
red; and the violent impetuous. charact 


: 3 c 
in ‘the welt of 


DunsTAN was bern of noble. par 
England ; and being educated 
then Ar seNbrvee of Canterbury, had :betaken himfelf 


the ecclefiaftical life, and had sail fome character in 


the court of Edmune 
that prince as a mar of licentious manners "5 and find- 
ing “his fortune blaftel by thefe fufpicions, his ardentam- 
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bition prompted him to repair his indifcretidns by run= 
ning into an oppofite extreme. He fecluded himfelf en- 
tirely from the world ; he framed a cell fo fmall that he 
could neither ftand ereét in it, nor. ftretch out his limbs 
during his repofé ; and he hete employed himfelf perpe- 
fually either in dévotion or in manual labour! It is 


probable, that his brain became gradually crazed by thefe 


folitary occupations, and that lis head was filled with chime- 
ras, which, being believed by him felf and his ftupid votaries, 
procured him the general character of fanctity among the 
people. He fancied, that the devil, among the frequent 
vifits, which he paid him, was one day more earneft than 
ufual in his temptations ; till Dunftan; provoked at his 
importunity, feized him by the nofe with a pair of red 
hot pincers, as he put his head into the cell; and he 
held him there, till that malignant fpirit made the whole - 
neighbourhood refound with his bellowings. ‘This no- 
table exploit was ferioufly credited and. extolled by the 
public; it is tranfmitted to pofterity by one who, confi- 
dering the age in which he lived, may pafs for a writer 
of fome elegance*; and it infured to Dunftan, a repu- 
tation, which no real piety, much lefs virtue, could, even 
in the moft enlightened period, have ever procured him 
‘with the people. 

SupprorTeD by the character obtained in his retreat, 
Dunftan appeared again in the world and gained fuch 
an afcendant over Edred, who had fucceeded to the crown, 
as'made him, not only the director of that prince’s con- 
fcience, but his counfellor in the moft momentous affairs 
of government. He was placed at the head of the-trea- 
fury, and being thus pofleffed both of power at court, 
and of credit with the populace, he was enabled to at- 
tempt with fuccefs the moft arduous enterprizes. Find- 

i Ofberne, p. 96. k Ofperne, Pr 970 1 Ofkerne, p, 162s 
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ing, 
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the rigid sasatese rules’; and after ithodiicing that re- 
formation into the convents of Glaftenbury and Abing- 
don, he endeavoured to render it uwniverfal in the king 
dom. 

THE minds of men were already well prepared for 
this innovation. The praifes of an inviolable chaftity had 
been carried to the higheft -extravagance by forme of the 
firft preachers of Chiiftianity among the Saxons: The 
pleafures of love had been reprefented as incompatible 
with Chriftian perfection: And a total abftinence from 
all commerce with the fex was deemed fuch a meritoriqus 
pennance, as was fufficient to atone for the gteateft enor-= 
mities. The confequence feemed natural, that thofe at 
leaft who officiated at the altar fhould be clear of this 
pollution ; and when the dorine of tranfubftantiation, 
which was now creeping in ™, was once fully eftablithed, 
the feverence to the real body of Chrift in’ the eucharift 
beftowed on this argument an additional force and in- 
fluence. The monks knew how to avail themfelyes of 
all thefe popular topics, and to fet off their own charac: 
ter to the beft advantage. ‘They affected the greateft 
aufterity of life and manners : ‘They indulgéd themfelves 
in the higheft ftrains of devotion : They inveighed bit- 
terly againft the vices and’ pretended luxury of the a 
They were particularly vehement againft the diffolute 
lives of the fecular clergy; their rivals : Every inftance 
of libertinifin in any individual of that order was repre= 
fented as a general corruption: And whete other topics 
of defamation were wanting, their marriage became a 
fure fubject of inve&tive; and their wives received the 
name of concubine, or other moré opprobrious appellation. 
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c HAP. The fecular clergy, on the other hand, who were nume- 


Il, 


deren, ae rous, 


955° 


and rich, and poffeffed of the ecclefiaftical dignities, 
defended themfelves. with vigour, and endeavoured to re- 
taliate upon their adverfaries. ‘The people were thrown 
into agitation 5 and few inftances occur of more violent 
diffentions, excited by the moft material differences in 
religion ; or rather by the moft frivolous: Since it is 2 
juft remark, that the more affinity there is between theo- : 
logical parties, the greater commonly is their animofity. 
Tue progrefs of the monks, which was become con- 
fiderable, was fomewhat retarded by the death of Edred, 
their partizan, who expired after a reign of nine years". 
He left children ; but as they were infants, his nephews 
Edwy, fon of Edmund, was placed on the throne, 


BA Dew: oY. 


DWY, at the time of his acceffion, was not above 

fixteen or feventeen years of age, was poflefled of 
the moft amiable figure, and was even endowed, accord- 
ing to authentic accounts, with the moft promifing vir- 
tues®. He would have been the favourite of his peoples 
had he not unhappily, at the commencement, of his 
reign, been engaged in a controverfy with the monks, 
whofe. rage neither the graces of the body. nor virtues of 
the mind could mitigate, and. who have purfued his me~ 
mory with the fame unrelenting vengeance, which, they 
exercifed againft his perfon and dignity during his fhort 
and unfortunate reign. ‘There was. a beautiful princefs 
of the royal blood, called Elgiva, who had made impref- 
fion on the tender heart of Edwy,; and. as he was of an 
age, when the force of the: paflions firft begins to-be felt, 
he had ventured, contrary to. the, advice of his graveft 
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counfellors, and the remonftrances of the more dignified C “2 P. 
ecclefiaftics », to efpoufe her ; though fhe was within the (.. ‘ 
degrees of affinity prohibited by the canon-law3, As 
the aufterity, affected by the monks, made them particu= 
larly violent on this occafion, Edwy entertained a {trong 
prepoffeffion againft them ; and feemed on that account 
determined not to fecond their project, of expelling the 
feculars from all the convents, and of poflefing them- 
felves of thofe rich eftablifhments. War was theres 
fore declared between the king and the monks; and 
the former foon found reafon t6 repent his provoking 
fuch dangerous enemies. On the day of his coronation, 
his nobility were affembled in a great hall, and were in- 
dulging themfelves in that riot and diforder, which, from 
the example of their German anceftors, had become ha- 
bitual to the Englifht ; when Edwy, attraGted by fofter 
pleafures, retired into the Queen’s apartment, and in that 
privacy, gave reins to his fondnefs towards his wife, 
which was only moderately checked by the prefence of 
her mother. Dunftan conjectured the reafon of the king’s 
retreat ; and carrying along with him, Odo, archbifhop 
of Canterbury, over whom he had gained an abfolute 
afcendant, he burft into the apartment, upbraided Edwy 
with his lafcivioufnefs, probably beftowed on the queen 
the moft opprobrious epithet that can be applied to her 
fex, and tearing him from her arms, pufhed him back, in 
a difgraceful manner, into the banquet of the robles * 
Edwy, though young “and oppofed by the prejudices of 
the people, found an opportunity of taking revenge for 
this public infult. He queftioned Dunftan concerning 
the adminiftration of the treafury during the reign of his 
predeceffor '; and when that minifter refufed to give any 
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Cc HA Py account’ of maoney, expended, ashe affirmed, by orders 
weaypw of the late king, he accufed bim of malverfation in his 
office, and banifhed him the kingdom. But Dunftan’s 
cabal was not unattive during his abfence: They 
filled the public with high panegyrics on his fanctity + 
They exclaimed againft the impiety of the king and 
queen: And having poifoned the minds of the people by 
thefe declamations, they proceeded to {till more outrageous 
violences againft the royal authority. Archbifhop Odo 
fent into the palace a party of foldiers, who feized the 
queen 5 and having burned her face with a red hot iron 
in order to deftroy that fatal beauty, which had feduced 
Edwy, they carried her by force into Irel and, there to 
remain in perpetual exile". Edwy, finding it vain to 
refit, was obliged to'confent to his divoree, which was 
pronounced by Odo; and a cataftrophe, ftill more dif- 
mal, awaited the unhappy Elgiva. ‘That amiable prin- 
cefs, being cured of her wounds, and haying even ob- 
literated the fears, with which Odo had hoped to deface 
her beauty, returned into England, and was flying to the 
embraces of the king, whom fhe ftill regarded as her 
hufband ; when fhe fell into the hands of a party, whom 
the primate had fent to intercept her. Nothing but her 
death could now give fecurity to Odo and the monks ; 
and the moft cruel death was requifite to fatiate their 
vengeance. She was hamftringed ; and expired a few 
days after at Glocefter in the moft acute torments *. 
Tue Englith, blinded with fuperttition, inftead of be= 
ing fhocked with this inhumanity, exclaimed that the 
eashatinie of Edwy and his fpoufe were a juft judgment 
for their diflolute contempt of the ecclefiaftical ftatutes. 
They even proceeded to rebellion againft their fovereign ; 
and having placed Edgar at their head, the younger 
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brother of Edwy, a boy of thirteen years of.age, they © H_A P, 


foon put him in pofleffion of Mercia, Northumberland, 
Eaft-Anglia ; and chaced Edwy into the fouthern coun- 
ties. That it might not be doubtful at whofe” infti 
tion this revolt was undertaken ; Dunflan returned into 


England, and took upon him the government of Edgas 
and his party. He was firft inftalled in the fee of Wor- 
ceiter, then in that of Londoa ", and, on Odv’s death; 

and the violent expulfion of Brighthelm, his fucceffor, in 
that of Canterbury; all which he long kept pofiefion 
of. Odo is tranfinitted to us by the monks under the 
eharacter of aman of piety: Dunftan was even canon- 
ized ;, and is-one of thofe numerous faints of the fame 
ftamp who difgrace the Romifh calendars Meanwhile the 
unhappy Edwy was excommunicated *, and purfued with 
unrelenting vengeance ; but his death, which happened 
foon after, freed his enemies from ail fart her inquictude, 
and gave Edgar peaceable pofleffion of the government *, 


BP SG A 


HIS prince, who mounted the throne in fuch early 

youth, foon difcovered an excellent capacity in the 
adminiftration of affairs; and his reign is one of the 
moft fortunate that we meet with in the ancient Enelith 
hiftory. He fhowed no averfion to war ;- he made the 
wilen. preparations againft invaders: And by this vigour 
and forefight, he was enabled, without any danger’ of 
fuffering infults, to indulge his inclination towards peace, 
and to employ himfelf in fupporting and improving the 
internal government of his kingdom. He maintained a 
body of difciplined troops ; which he quartered in the 
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Cc HAP. north, inorder to keep the mutinous Northumbrians in 


erry 


{ubjection, and to repel the inroads of the Scots, He 
built and fupported a powerful navy >; and that he might 
retain the feamen in the practice of their duty, and per- 
petually prefene a formidable armament to his enemies, 
he ftationed three fquadrons off the coaft, and ordered 
them to make, from time to time, the circuit of his do- 
minions *, The foreign Danes dared not to approach a 
country which appeared in fuch a pofture of defence; 
The domeftic Danes faw inevitable deftru@tion to be the 
confequence of their tumults and infurrections: The 
neighbouring fovereigns, the king of Scotland, the prin- 
ces of Wales, of the Ifle of Man, of the Orkneys, and 
even of Ireland °, were reduced to pay fubmiffions to fo 
formidable a monarch. He carried his fuperiority to a 
great height, and might have excited an univerfal com~- 
bination againft him, had not his power been fo well 
eftablifhed, as to deprive his enemies of all hopes of fhak- 
ing it. It is faid, that, refiding once at Chefter, and 
having propofed to go by water to the abbey of St, John 
the Baptift, he obliged eight of his tributary princes to 
row him in a barge upon the Dee‘, The Englith hi 
torians are fond of mentioning the name of Kenneth If]. 
king of Scots among the number: The Scottifh hilto- 
rians either deny the fact, or affert, that their king, if 
ever he acknowledged himfelf a vaflal to Edgar, did him 
homage, not for his crown, but for the dominions which 
he held in England. 

Burr the chief means, by which Edgar maintained his 
authority, and preferved public peace, was paying court 
to Dunftan and the monks, who had at firft placed him 
on the throne, and who, by their pretenfions to fuperior 
fanctity and purity of manners, had acquired an afcendant 
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ever the people. He favoured their feheme for difpoffeffing © - Pr, 
the fecular canons of all the monafteries ©; he beitowed cam 
preferment on none but their partizans ; he allowed Dun- 

ftan to refign the fee of Worcefter into the hands of OF 

wald, one of his creatures‘, and to place Ethelwold, 

another of them, in that of Winchefter*; he eonfulted 

thefe prelates in the adminiftration of all ecclefiaftical, 
and even in that of many civil affairs; and though the 
vigour of his own genius prevented him from being impli- 
citly guided by them, the king and the bifhops found 
fuch advantages in their mutual agreement, that they 
always acted in concert, and united their influence in pre- 
ferving the peace and tranquillity of the kingdom. 

In order to compleat the great work of placing the new 
order of monks in all the convents, Edgar fummoned a 
general council of the prelates and the heads of the reli- 
gious orders. He here inveighed againft the diffolute lives 
of the fecular clergy; the fmallnefs of their tonfure, 
which, it is probable, maintained no longer any refem- 
blance to the crown of thorns; their negligence in attend- 
ing the exercife of their funétion ; their mixing with the 
Jaity in the pleafures of gaming, hunting, dancing, and 
finging; and their openly living with concubines, by 
which it is commonly fuppofed he meant their wives. 
He then turned himfelf to Dunftan the primate; and in 
the name of king Edred, whom he fuppofed to look down 
from heaven with indignation againft all thofe enormities, 
he thus addrefled him. “ It is you, Dunftan, by whofe 
*© advice I founded monafteries, built churches, and ex- 
“* pended my treafure in the fupport of religion and reli- 
** gious houfes. You was my counfellor and affiftant in 
** all my fchemes: You was the diretor of my con- 
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fcience’; ‘To you I was obedient in all things. When 
‘ did you call for fupplies, which I refufed you? Was 
my affiftance ever wanting to the poor? Did I deny 
fupport and eftablithments to the clergy and’ the con- 
vents? Did I not hearken to your inftructions, who 
told me, that thefe charities were, of all others, the 
moft grateful to my Maker, and fixed a perpetual fund 
for the fupport of religion? And. are all our pious 
endeavours now fruftrated by the diffolute lives of the 
priefts? Not that I throw any blame on) you: You 
have reafoned;befought, inculcated, inveighed; But 
it now behoves you to ufe fharper and more vigorous 
remedies ; and Conjoining your fpiritual authority with 
the civil power, to purge effectually the temple of God 
<¢ from thieves and intruders '.” It is eafy to imagine, 
that this harangue had the defired cffect ; and that, when 
the king and prelates thus concurred with the popular 
prejudices, it was not long before the monks prevailed, and 
eftablifhed their new difcipline in almoft all the convents. 
We may remark, that the declamations againft the 
fecular clergy are, both here and in all the hiftorians, con- 
yeyed in. general. terms ; and. as that order of men are 
commonly reftrained by the decency of their character, 
it is difficult to believe, that the complaints againft their 
diffolute manners could be fo univerfally juft as is pie- 
tended. It.is more probable, that the monks paid court 
to the populace by an affected aufterity of life; and, re- 
prefenting the moft innocent liberties, taken by the other 
clergy, as great and unpardonable enormities, thereby 
prepared the way for the encreafe of their own power and 
influence. Edgar, however, like a true politician, con- 
curred with the prevailing party; and he even indulged 
them in pretenfions, which, though they might, when 
complied with, engage the monks to fupport royal autho- 
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rity during his own reign, proved afterwards dangerous (C H A P. 


Fenn Speke : oe 1. 
to his fucceflors, and gave difturbance to the whole civil Peseta 


power, He feconded the policy of the court of Rome, 
in granting to fome monafteries an exemption from epif- 
copal jurifdiction : He allowed the convents, even thofe 
of royal foundation, to ufurp the election of their own 
abbot : And he admitted their forgeries of ancient charters, 
by which, from the pretended grant of formerkings, they 
afflumed many privileges and immunities ‘, 

THESE merits of Edgar have-procured him the higheft 
panegyrics from the monks ; and he is tranfmitted to: us not 
only under the character of a confummate ftatefman and an 
active prince, praifes to which he feems to have been juftly 
entitled, but under that of a great faint and a man of vir- 
tue. But nothing could more betray both his hypocrify 
in inveighing againft the licentioufnefs of the fecularclerzy, 
and the interefted fpirit of his partizans, in beftowing fuch 
eulogies on his piety, than the ufual tenor of his conduét, 
which was licentious to the higheft degree, and violated 
every law, human and divine. Yet thofe very monks, 
who, as we are told by Ingulf, avery ancient hiftorian, 
had no idea of any moral or religious merit, except chaftity 
and obedience, not only connived at his enormities, but 
loaded him with the greateft praifes. Hiftory, however, 
has preferved fome inftances of his amours, from which, 
as from a {pecimen, we may form a conjecture of the 
reft. 

Epcar broke into a convent, carried off Editha, a 
nun, by force, and even committed violence on her per- 
fon *, For this aét of facrilege he was reprimanded by 
Dunftan; and that he might reconcile himfelf to the 
church, he was obliged, not to feparate from his miftrefs, 
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e * bs P. but to abftain from wearing his crown during feven years, 


eed and to deprive himfelf fo long of that vain ornament *: 
A punifhment very unequal to that which had been in- 
flicted on the unfortunate Edwy, who, for a marriage, 
which, in the ftricteft fenfe, could only deferve the name 
of irregular, was expelled his kingdom, faw his queen 
treated with fingular barbarity, was loaded with calum- 
nies, and has been reprefented to us under the moft odious 


colours. Such. is the afeendant which may be attained, 
by hypocrify and cabal, over mankind ! 

THere was another miftrefs of Edgar’s, with whom 
he firft formed a connexion by a kind of accident. 
Paffing one day by Andover, be lodged in the houfe of 
a nobleman, whofe daughter, being endowed with all 
the graces of perfon and behaviour, enflamed him at 
firft fight with the higheft defire; and he refolved by 
any expedient to gratify it. As he had not leifure to em- 
ploy courtfhip or addrefs for attaining his purpofe, he 
went direétly to her mother, declared the violence of his 
paffion, and defired that the young lady might be allowed 
to pafs that very night with him. ‘The mother was a 
woman of virtue, and determined not to difhonour her 
daughter and her family by compliance; but being well 
acquainted with the impetuofity of the kinp’s temper, fhe 
thought it would be eaficr, as well ‘as fafer, to deceive 
than refufe him. She feigned therefore a fubmiffion to his 
will; but fecretly ordered a waiting-maid, of no difa- 
greeable figure, to fteal into the king’s bed, after all the 
company fhould be retired to reft. In the morning, be- 
fore day-break, the damfel, agreeably to the injunétions of 
her miftrefs, offered to retire; but Edgar, who had no 
referve in his pleafures, and whofe love to his bedfellow 
was rather enflamed by enjoyment, refufed his confent, 
and employed force and entreaties to detain her. Elfleda 
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{for that was the name of the maid) trufting to her own C HA P. 
charms, and to the love with which, fhe hoped, fhe had W__ ; 


now infpired the king, made probably but a faint refift- 
ance ; and the return of light difcovered the deceit to Ed- 
gar. He had pafled a night fo much to his fatisfaction, 
that he exprefled no difpleafure with the old lady on ac- 
count of her fraud; his love was tranferred to Elfleda; 
fhe became his favourite miftrefs; and maintained her 
afcendant over him, till his marriage with Elfrida™, 
‘THE circumftances of his marriage with this lady were 
more fingular, and more criminal. Elfrida was daughter 
and heir of Olgar, earl of Devonfhire ; and though fhe 
had been educated in the country, and had never appear= 
ed at court, fhe had filled all England with the reputation 
of her beauty. Edgar himfelf, who was indifferent to 
no accounts of this nature, found his curiofity excited by 
the frequent panegyrics which he heard of Elfrida; and 
reflecting on her noble birth, he refolyed, if he found her 
charms anfwerable to their fame, to obtain pofleffion of 
her on honourable terms. He communicated his inten- 
tion to earl Athelwold, his favourite; but ufed the pre- 
caution, before he made any advances to her parents, to 
order that nobleman, on fome pretence, to pay them a 
vifit, and to bring him a certain account of the beauty 
of their daughter. Athelwold, when introduced to the 
young lady, found general report to have fallen fhort of 
the truth ; and being actuated by the moft vehement love, 
he determined to facrifice to this new paffion his fidelity to 
his mafter, and to the truft repofed in him. He returned 
to Edgar, and told him, that the riches alone, an” high 
quality of Elfrida, had been the ground of the admiration 
paid her, and that her charms, far from being any wife 
extraordinary, would have been overlooked in a woman 
of inferior ftation. When he had, by this deceit, di- 
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- verted the king from his purpofe, he took an opportunity, 


after fome interval, of turning again the converfation on 
Elfrida: He remarked, that, though the parentage and 
fortune of the lady had not produced on him, as on others, 
any illufion with regard to her beauty, he could not for- 
bear reflecting, that fhe would on the whole be an advan~ 
tageous match. for him, and. might, by her birth and 
riches, make him fufficient compenfation for the home- 
linefs-of her perfon. If the king, therefore, gave his 
approbation, he was determined to make propofals in his 
own behalf to the earl of Devonthire, and doubted not to 
obtain his, as well as the young lady’s confent to the 
marriage, Edgar, pleafed with an expedient for eftablifh- 
ing his favourite’s fortune, not only exhorted him to 
execute his purpofe, but forwarded his fuccefs by his 
recommendations to the parents of Elfrida; and Athel- 


wold was foon made happy in the pofleffion of his miftrefs,. 
Dreading, however, the detection of the artifice, he em- 


ployed every pretence for detaining Elfrida in the country, 
and for keeping her at a diftance from Edgar, 

THE violent paffion of Athelwold had rendered him 
blind to the neceflary confequences, which rouft attend his 
conduét, and the advantages, which the numerous ene- 
mies, that always purfue a royal favourite, would, by its 
means, be able to make againft him. Edgar was foon 
informed of the truth; but before he would execute ven- 
geance on Athelwold’s treachery, he refolved to fatisfy 
himfelf with his own eyes of the certainty and full extent 
of his guilt. He told him, that he intended to pay him 
a vifit in his caftle, and be introduced to the acquaintance 
of hismew-married wife ; and Athelwold, as he could not 
refufe this honour, only craved leave to go before him a 
few hours, that he might the better prepare every thing 
for his reception. He then difcovered the whole matter 
to Elfrida; and begged her, if fhe had any regard, either 
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to her own honour or his life, to conceal from Edgar, by © - Sy Ps 


every circumftance of drefs and behaviour, that fatal Be 


beauty, which had feduced him from fidelity to his friend, 
and had betrayed him into fo many falfehoods. Elfrida 
promifed compliance, though nothing was farther from 
her intentions. . She. deemed: herfelf “little beholden to 
Athelwold for a paffion, which had deprived her of a 
crown ; and knowing the force of her own charms, fhe 
did not defpair even yet of reaching that dignity, of 
which her hufband’s artificeshad bereaved her... She ap- 
peared before the king with all tHe advantages, which 
the richeft attire, and the moit engaging airs could beftow 
upon her, and fhe excited at once in his bofem the higheft 
love towards. herfelf, and the moft furious defire of re- 
venge againft her hufband. _He knew, however, to dif- 
femble thefe paffions ; and feducing Athelwold into a 
wood, on pretence of hunting, he ftabbed him with his 
own hand, and foon after publickly efpoufed Elfrida ™, 
BrFrore we conclude our’ account of this reign, we 
muft mention two circumftances, which are remarked by 
hiftorians. The reputation of Edgar allured a great 
number of foreigners to vifit his court ; and he gave them 
encouragement to refide in England °. “We are told, 
that they imported all the vices of their refpective coun- 
tries, and contributed to corrupt the fimple manners of 
the natives P: But as this fimplicity of manners, fo highly 
and often fo injudicioufly extolled, did not preferve them 
from barbarity and treachery, the greateft of all vices, 
and the moft incident to a rude uncultivated people, we 
ought perhaps to deem their acquaintance with foreigners 
tathet an advantage; as it tended to enlarge their views, 
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and to cure them of thofe illiberal prejudices and ruftie 
_ manners, to which iflanders are often fubjeét. 

ANOTHER remarkable incident of this reign was thé 
extirpation of wolves from England. ‘This advantage 
was attained by the induftrious policy of Edgar. He 
fook great pains in hunting and purfuing thofe ravenous 
animals; and when he found, that they had all taken 
fhelter in the mountains and forefts of Wales, he changed 
the tribute of money impofed on the Welfh princes by 
Athelftan,. his predeceffor %, into an annual tribute of 
three hundred heads Sf wolves ; which produced fuch di- 
ligence in hunting them, that the animal has been no 
more feér if this ifland. 

Epcar died, after a reign of fixteen years, and in the 
thirty-third of his age. He was fucceeded by Edward, 
whom he had by his firft marriage with the daughter of 
¢ar] Ordmer. ) 


EDWARD the Martyr. 


HE fuccefiion of this prince, who was only fifteerr 

years of age at his father’s death, did not take place 
without much difficulty and oppefition. El frida, his 
ftep-mother, had a fon, Ethelred, feven years old, whom 
fhe attempted to raife to the throne: She affirmed, that 
Edgar’s marriage with the mother of Edward was expofed 
to infuperable objections ; and as fhe had poffeffed great 
credit with her hufband, fhe had found means to acquire 
partizans, who feconded all her pretenfions. But the 
title of Edward was fupported by many advantages. He 
was appointed fucceffor by the will of his father*: He 
was approachifig to man’s eftate, and might foon be able 
te take into his own hands the reins of governmienit : 
Fhe principal nobility, dreading the imperious temper of 
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Elfrida, were averfe to her fon’s government, which muft CH A’P. 
enlarge her authority, and probably put her in pofleffion = 
of the regency : : Above all, Dunftan, whofe chara@er 
of fanctity had given him the higheft credit with the peo- 
ple, had efpoufed the caufe of Edward, over whom he 
had already acquired a great afcendant *; and he was de- 
termined to execute the will of Edgar in his favour. To 
cut off all oppofite preteafions, Dunftan refolutely anointed 
and crowned the young prince at Kingfton ; and the whole 
kingdom, without farther difpute, fubmitted to him'. 

l'r was of great importance to Dunftan and the monks, 
to place on the throne a king favourable to their caufe : 
The fecular clerey had ftill partizans in England, who 
wifhed to fupport them in the poffeffion of the convents, and 
of the ecclefiaftical authority. On the firft nacelbigelioe of 
Edgar’s death, Alfere, duke of Mercia, expelled the new 
orders of monks from al the monafteries which lay within 
his jurifdiction"; but Elfwin, duke of Eaft-Anglia, and 
Brithnot, duke of the Exft-Saxons, protected them within 
their territories, and infifted upom the execution of the 
late laws enacted in their favour, In order to fettle this 
controverfy, there were fummoned feveral fynods, which, 
according to the practice of thofe times, confifted partly 
of ecclefiaftical member:, partly of the lay nobility. The 
monks were able to prevail im thefe affemblies; though, 
as it appears, contrary to the fecret wiflies, if not the 
declared inclination, of the leading men in the nation *. 
‘They: had more invention in forging miracles to fupport 


en ed 


their caufe ; or having seen fo fortunate as to obtain, by 
their pretended: aufterites, the character of piety, their 
miracles were better credited by the populace, 
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In one fynod, Dunftan, finding the majority of votes 
againft him, rofe up, and informed the audience, that he 
had, in that inftant, received an immediate revelation in 
behalf of the monks: The aflembly was fo aftonifhed at 
this intelligence, or probably fo overawed by the popu- 
lace, that they proceeded no farther in their deliberations. 
In another fynod, a voice iflued from the crucifix, and 
informed the members, that the eftablifhment of the 
monks was founded on the will of heaven, and could not 
be oppofed without impiety *. But the miracle performed 
in the third fynod was ftill more alarming: The floor of 
the hall in which the aflembly met, funk of a fudden, and 
a great number of the members were either bruifed or 
killed by the fall. It was remarked, that Dunftan had 
that day prevented the king from attending the fynod, and 
that the beam, on which his own chair ftood, was the 


only one that did not fink under the weight of the aflem- 
bly ¥: But thefe circumftances, inftead of begetting any 


fufpicion of contrivance, were regarded as the fureft proof 
of the immediate interpofition of providence, in behalf of 
thefe favourites of heaven. 

Epwarp lived four years after his acceffion, and there 
pafied nothing memorable during his. reign. His death 
alone was memorable and tragical 7. ‘This young prince 
was endowed with the moft amiable innocence of man- 
ners; and as his own intentions were always pure, he was 
incapable of entertaining any ‘fufpicion againft others. 
Though his ftepmother had oppofed his fucceffion, and 
had raifed a party in favour of her own fon, he always 
fhowed her marks of regard, and even exprefled, on all 


x W. Malmef, lib, 2. cap. g. Ofberne, p. x12. Gervafe, p. 1647. 
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EDWARD THE MARTYR. 


occafions, the moft tender affection towards his brother. 
He was hunting one day in Dorfetthire; and being led by 
the chace near Corfe-caftle, where Elfrida refided, he 
took the opportunity of paying her a vifit, unattended by 
any of his retinue, and he thereby prefented her with the 
Opportunity, which, fhe had long wifhed for. After he 
had mounted his horfe, he defired fome liquor to be 
brought him: While he was holding the cup to his head, 
a fervant of Elfrida approached him, and gave him a ftab 
behind. The prince, finding himfelf wounded, put fpurs 
to his horfe ; but becoming faint by lofs.of blood, he fell 
from the faddle, his foot ftuck in the ftirtup;: and he was 
dragged along by his unruly horfe, till the expired.’ Being 
tracked by the blood, his, body. was found, and was pri- 
vately interred at Wareham by his fervants, 

THe youth and. innocence of this.prince, with his 
. tragical death, begat fuch compaffion among the people, 
that they believed miracles. to: be wrought at his tomb; 
and they gave him the appellation of martyr, though his 
murder had no connexion with any religious principle or 
opinion. . Elfrida built monafteries,.and performed many 
penances, in. order to atone for her guilt ; but-could never, 
by all her hypocrify or remorfes, recover the good opinion 
of the public, though, fo eafily deluded. in thofe ignorant 
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Etbelred Settlement of the Normans Edmund 
Tronfide—--Canute—--Harold Harefcot—--Hardi- 
canute Edward the Confeffor Harold. 


Ae ERED, 


Se 3 i HE freedom, which England had fo long enjoyed 
iif. from the depredations of the Danes, feems to have 
= proceeded, partly from the eftablifhments, which that 
a pyratical nation had obtained in the north of France, and 
which employed all their fuperfluous hands to people and 
maintain them; partly from the vigour and warlike 

{pirit of a long race of Englifh princes, who preferved 

the kingdom in a pofture of defence by fea and land, and. 

cither prevented or repelled every attempt of the invaders. 


But a new generation of men being now {prung up in the 
northern regions, who could no fouger difburthen them- 
{elves on Normandy; the Englifh ‘had reafon to dread, 
that the Danes would again vifit an ifland, to which they 
were invited, both by the memory of their paft fuccefles, 
and by the expectation of afiftance from their countrymen, 
who, though long eftablifhed in the kingdom, were not 

Fed diorcie ly Gaborpoidied with the natives, nor had 
Tana forgot their inveterate habits of war and depreda- 
tion. And as the reigning prince was a minor, and even 
when he attained to man’s eftate, never difcovered either 
courage or capacity fufficient to govern his own fubjects, 
much Jefs to repel a formidable enemy, the people might 


juftly apprehend the worft calamities (on fo dangerous a 
crifis. 


Tut Danes, Gane they durft attempt any important 
enterprize againft England, made an inconfiderable defcent 
6 by 
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by way of trial; and having landed from feven veffels' near C H A P. 
Southampton, they ravaged the country, enriched them- ares 
felves by fpoil, and departed with impunity, Six years 981 
after, they made a like attempt in the weft, and met with 

like fuccefs. The invaders, having now found affairs in 

a very different fituation from that in which they formerly 
appeared, encouraged their countrymen to aflemble a 
greater force, and to hope for more confiderable advan- . 
tages. “They landed in Effex under the command of 99% 
two leaders ; and having defeated and flain at Maldon, 
Brithnot, duke of that county, who ventured, with a 

fmall body, to attack them, they fpread their devaftations 

over al] the neighbouring provinces. In this extremity, 
Ethelred, to whom hiftorians give the epithet of the Un- 

ready, inftead of roufing his people to defend with courage 

their honour and their property, hearkened to the advice 

of Siricius, archbifhop of Canterbury, which was feeond- 

ed by many of the degenerate nobility; and paying the 
enemy the fum of ten thoufand pounds, he bribed them 

to depart the kingdom. This fhameful expedient was 
attended with the fuccefs which might be expected. The 
Danes next* year appeared off the: eaftern coaft, in hopes 

of fubduing a people, who defended themfelves by their 
money, which invited aflailants, inftead of their .ariis, 
which repelled them. But the Enelifh, fenfible of their 

folly, had,: in the interval, aflembled in a great council, 

and had determined to colleé at London a fleet capable of 
giving battle to the enemy *; though that judicious mea- 

{ure failed of fuccefs, from the treachery of Alfric, duke 

of Mercia, whofe name is infamous in the annals of that 

age, by the calamities which his repeated perfidy brought 

upon his country. ‘This noblemen. had, in 983, fuc- 
ceeded to his father, Alferé, in that extenfive command ; 

but being deprived of it two years after, and banifhed the 


a Chron, Sax. p. 126, 
K 2 kingdom, 


¥32 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


c er A P. kingdom) “he was obliged to employ all his intrigue, and 


wy 


all his power, which was too great for a fubjeét, to: be 
reftored to his country, and reinftated in his authority, 
Having had experience of the credit and malevolence of 
his enemies, he thenceforth trufted for fecurity, not to 
his fervices or to the affections of his fellow-citizens, but 
to the influence which he had obtained over his: vaflals, 
and to the public calamities, which, he thought, muft, 


“in every revolution, render his affiftance neceflary. Hav- 


ing fixed this refolution, he determined to prevent all fuch 
fuccefles as might eftablifh the royal authority, or render 
his own fituation dependant or precarious. As the Eng 
lifh had formed the plan of furrounding and deftroying 
the Danifh fleet in harbour, he privately informed the 
enemy of their danger; and when they putto fea, in con- 
fequence of this Spel lecietce he deferted to them, with the 
fquadron under his command, the night before the en- 
gagement, and thereby difappointed all the efforts of his 


countrymen. Ethelred, enraged at his perfidy, feized 
his fon, Alfgar, and ordered his eyes to be put out *. 
But fuch was the power of Alfric, that he again forced 
himfelf into authority ; and though he had given this fpe-= 
cimen of his character, and received this grievous provo- 


Cation, it was found neceflary to entruft him anew with 
the government of Mercia. This conduct of the court, 
which, in all its circumftances, is fo barbarous, weak, 
and imprudent, both merited and prognofticated the moft 
grievous calamities. 

Tue northern invaders, now well acquainted with the 
defencclefs. condition of Eh soit made a powerful de- 


fcent under the command of Sweyn, king of Denmark, 


and Olave, king of Norway; and {ailing up the Humber, 


fpread on all fides. their deftruGive:ravages.’ Lindefey 
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was laid wafte ; Banbury was ‘deftroyed; and all theC H A P, 
Northumbrians, though moftly of Danifh defcent, VO ony 
conftrained either to join the invaders, or to fuffer under 
their depredations. A powerful army was aflembled to 
oppofe the Danes, and a general action enfued; but the 
Englifh were abandoned in the battle, by the-cowardi 


or treachery of their three leaders,: all of them: men of 
Danifh race, Frena,. Frithegitt, and Godwin, who gave 
the example of a fhameful flight to the troops under their 
command. 

ENcourRAGED by this fuecefs, and {till more by the 
contempt which it infpired for their enemy, the pi- 
rates ventured to attack the center of the kingdom; and 
entering the Thames in ninety-four veflels, laid fiege 
to London, and threatened it with total deftruction. Bu 
the citizens, alarmed at.the danger, and firmly. united 
among themfelves, made a bolder defence than the cow- 
ardice of the nobility and gentry gave the invaders reafon 


| 
r 


to apprehend and the befiegers, after fuffering the 


great- 
eft hardfhips, were finally fr -uftrated-in their attempt. In 
order to revenge themfelves, they laid:-wafte Effex, Suf- 
fex, and Hampfhire ; and having there procured horfes,° 
they were thereby enabled to fpread, through the more 
inland counties, the fury of their depredations. In. this 
extremity, Ethelred and his nobles had recourfe to the 
former expedient; and fending ambafladors to the two 
northern kings, they orotaiied., them fubfiftence and tri- 


bute, on condition they would, for the prefent, put an 


f 


end to their ravages, and foon after depart the kingdom, 
Sweyn and. Olave agreed to the terms, and,.peaceably 
took up their quarters at Southampton, where the fum 
of fixteen thoufand pounds was. paid to them. Olave 
even made a journey to Andover, where Ethelred refided ; 
and he received the rite of confirmation from the Eaplith 
bifhops, as well as many rich_prefents from the king. 
He here promifed, that he would never more. infeft th 
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c . P. Enolifh territories ; and he faithfully fulfilled that en- 

Leap gagement. ‘This prince receives the appellation of St. 
Olave from the church of Rome; and notwithftanding 
the general prefumption, which lies, either againft the 
underftanding or morals of every one, who in thofe ig- 
norant ages was dignified with that title, he feems to 
have been a man of merit and of virtue. Sweyn, though 
lefs.fcrupulous than Olave, was’ conftrained, upon the 
departure of the Norwegian prince, to evacuate alfo the 
kingdom with all his followers. 


Tis compofition brought only a fhort interval to the 
miferies of the Englifh. he Danifh pirates appeared 
foon after in the Severne 5 and having committed fpoil in 
Wales, as well as in Cornwall and Devon, they failed 
round to the fouth-coaft, and entering the Tamar, com- 
pleted the devaftation of thefe two counties. “They then 
returned to the Briftol-channel ; and penetrating into the 


country by the Avon, fpread themfelves over all that 
neighbourhood, and carried fire and fword even into Dor- 
fetthire. They next changed the feat of war; and after 
ravaging the Ifle of Wight, they entered the Thames and 
Medway; and laid fire to Rochefter, where they defeated 
the Kentifh-men ina pitched battle. After this victory 
the whole province of Kent was made a fcene of flaugh- 
ter, fire, and devaftation. The extremity of thefe mife- 
riés forced the Englith into counfels for common defence 
both by fea and land; but the weaknefs of the king, the 
divifions among the nobility, the treachery of fome, the 
cowardice of others, the want of concert in all, fruf- 
trated every endeavour: Their fleets and armies either 
came too late to attack the enemy, or were repulfed with 
difhonour; and the people were thus equally ruined by 
refiftance or by fubmifion. The Englifh, therefore, def- 
titute both of prudence and unanimity in dounoll; of 
courage and conduét inthe field, had recourfe to the 
fame weak expedicnt, which y experience they had 

ings already 
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already found fo ineffectual : They offered the Danes ta © 3A P, 
buy peace by paying them a large fum of money. Thefe +s 
ravagers rofe continually in their demands ; and now re- 
quired the payment of 24,000 pounds, to which the Eng- 
lith were fo mean and imprudent as‘to fubmit*. The de- 
parture of the Danes procured them another fhort interval 
of repofe,which they enjoyed as if it were to be perpetual, 
without making any effeétual preparations for a more vi- 
gorous refiftance upon the next return of the enemy. 

BesipEs receiving this fum, the Danes were engaged 
by another motive to depart a kingdom, which appeared 
fo little in a fituation to refift their efforts: “Phey were 
invited over by their countrymen in Normandy, who at 
this time were hard preffed by the arms of Robert, king 
of France, and who found it difficult to defend the fettle- 
ment, which, with fo much advantage to themfelves and 
glory to their nation, they had made in that country. It 
is probable, alfo, that Ethelred, obferving the clofe con- 
nexions thus maintained among all the Danes, however 
divided in government or iedation, was defirous of form- 
ing an alliance with that formidable people: For this 
purpofe, being now a widower, he made his addrefies to 
Emma, fifter to Richard II. duke of Normandy, and he 
foon fucceeded in his negociation. The princefs came 
over this year to England, and was married to Ethel- 200% 
red >, 

In the end of the ninth and beginning of the tenth S-t'lement 


of the Nor- 


ir 
century ; when the north, not yet exhaufted by that mul- 5, .n,, 


titude of people or rather nations, which fhe had fuc- 
ceflively emitted, fent forth a new race, not of conque 


ors, as before, but of pirates and ra 


the countries poflefled by her once warlike 


who infe a 


Rollo, a petty prince or chieftain in Denmark, whofe 
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CH f P valour and abilities foon engaged the attention of his coun~ 
Gx pew frymen. He was expofed in-his youth to the jealoufy of 
the king of Denmark, who attacked his fmall; but in- 
. dependant principality; and who, being foiled in every 
aflault, had recourfe at laft to perfidy for effectuating his 
purpofe, which he had fo often attempted in vain by 
force of arms‘: He lulled Rollo into fecurity by an.in- 
fidious peace; and falling fuddenly upon him, murder- 
ed his brother and his braveft officers, and forced him 
to fly for fafety into Scandinavia. Here many of his 
ancient fubjects, induced partly by affection to their 
prince, partly by the oppreffions of the Danifh monarch, 
ranged themfelves under his ftandard, and offered to fol- 
low him in every enterprize. Rollo, inftead of attempt- 
ing to recover his paternal dominions, where he muft 
expect a vigorous refiftance from the Danes, determined 
to purfue an cafier, but more important undertaking, and 
to. make his fortune, in imitation of his countrymen, 
by pillaging the richer and more fouthern coafts of Eu- 
rope. He colleéted a body of troops, which, like that 
of all thofe ravagers, was compofed of Norwegians, 
Swedes, Frifians, .Danes, and adventurers of all nations, 
who, being accuftomed to a roving, unfettled life, took 
delight in nothing but war and plunder. His reputation 
brought him aflociates from all quarters ; andavifion, which 
he pretended to have appeared to him in his fleep, and 
which, according to his interpretation of it, prognofti- 
cated the greateft fuccefles, proved alfo a powerful in- 
centive with thofe ignorant and fuperftitious people ¢. 
THE firft attempt, made by Rollo, was on England, 
near the end of Alfred’s reign; when that great monarch, 
having fettled Guthrun and his followers in Eaft-Anglia, 
and others of thofe free-booters in Northumberland, and 


¢ Dudo ex edit. Duchefne, p. 70, 715 Gul. Gemeticenis, lib, 2, cap, 2, 3. 
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having reftored peace to his harafled country, had efta- 
blifhed the moft excellent military as well as civil infti- 
tutions among the Englifh. The prudent Dane, finding 
that no advantages could be gained over fuch a people, 
governed by fuch a prince, foon ‘turned his enter prizes 
againft France, which he found more expofed to his in- 


roads ¢; and during the reigns of Eudes, an ufurper, and 


of Charles the Simple, a weak prince, he committed 
es both on:the inland and ma- 
ritime provinces of that kingdom. The French, having 
no means of defence againft a leader, who united all 
the valour of his countrymen with ‘the policy of more ci- 


the moft deftrudtive ravz 


vilized nations, were obliged to fubmit to the expedient 
practifed by Alfred, and to offer the invaders a fettlement 
ed 


in fome of thofe provinces, which they had depopul: 
by their arms‘. 


THE reafon why the Danes for many years purfued 
meafures fo different from thofe which had been embraced 
by the Goths, Vandals, Franks, Burgut 
and other northern conquerors, ‘was the creat difference, 


ifed by thefe 


ans, Lombards, 


in the method of attack, which was pr 
feveral nations, and to which the nature of their refpec+ 
tive fituations neceflarily confined them. The latter 
tribes, living in an inland country, made incurfions by 


; ed 


land upon the Roman empire; aid when they ente 
i t 3 J 
far into the frontiers they were obliged to car 
> p=) 


with them their wives and families, whom they had n 
hopes of foon re-vif iting, and who could not otherwife 
participate of their plunder, This circumftance quickly 
made them think of forcing a féttlement in the’ provinces, 


which they had over-run’; and thefe bart 


r 


ine themfelves over the country, found an 
protecting the property and induftry of the'y 
they had fubdued. But the Danes and | 
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€ BY P. vited by their maritime fituation, and obliged to main- 

a pouy tain themfelves in their uncultivated country by fifhing, 
had acquired fome experience of navigation ; and in their 
military excurfions purfued the method practifed againft 
the Roman empire by the more early Saxons: They made 
defcents in {mall bodies from their thips or rather beats, 
and ravaging the coafts, returned with the booty to their 
families, whom they could not conveniently carry along 
with them in thofe hazardous enterprizes. But when 
they enereafed their armaments, made incurftons into:the 
inland countries, and found it fafe to remain longer in 
the mid& of the enfecbled enemy, they had been accuf- 
tomed to crowd their veffels with their wives and chil- 
dren, and having no longer any temptation to return into 
their awn cou try, they willingly embraced an oppor-~ 
tunity of fettling in the warm climates and cultivate 
fields of the fouth. 

Agrares were in this fituation with Rollo and his fol- 
Jowers, when Charles propofed to relinquifh to them the 
province formerly called Neuftria, and to purchafe peace 
on thefe hard conditions. After all the terms were fully 
fettled, there appeared only one circumftance fhacking to 
the haughty Dane: He was required to do homage to 
Charles for this province, and to put himfelf in that hu- 
niliating pofture, impofed on vaflals by the rites of the 
feudal law. He long refufed to fubmit to this indignity ; 
but being unwilling to lofe fuch important advantages for 
a mere ceremony, he made a facrifice of his pride to his 
intereft; and acknowledged himfelf in form the vaffal of 
the French monarch ®. Charles gave him his daughter, 
Gifla, in marriage 5 and that he might bind him fafter to 
his interefts, made him a donation of a confiderable ter- 
ritory, befides that which he was obliged to furrender to 
him by his flipulations, When fome of the French 
nobles informed him, that, in return for fo generous 3 


ca 


- ar 


let 


& Ypod, Neuft. p. 417. 


prefent, 


ERE, 


ETHELRED. 139 


prefent, it was expected, that he fhould throw himfelf atC H A P. 

the king’s feet, and make fuitable acknowl ledgments for , bite 

his bounty; Rollo replied, that he would rather break 

off the treaty ; and it was with fome difficulty they could 

perfuade him to make that compliment by one of his cap~ 

tains. The Dane, commiffioned for this purpofe, full 

of indignation at the order, and defpifing fo unwarlike a 

prince, caught Charles by the foot, and pretending to 

carry it to his mouth, that he might kifs it, overthrew 

him before all his courtiers.. The French nation, fenfible 

of their prefent weaknefs, found it prudent to overlook 

this infult >, 

RoLLo, who was now in the decline of life, and was 

tired of wars and depredations, applied himfelf, with ma- 

ture counfels, to the fettlement of his new-acquired ter- 

ritory, which was thenceforth called Normandy ; and he 

parcelled it out among his captains and followers. He 

followed in this partition the cuftoms of the feudal law, 

which was then univerfally eftablifhed in the fouthera 

countries of Europe, and which fuited the peculiar cir- ff 

cumftances of that age. He treated the French fubjeéts i 

who fubmitted to him, with mildnefs and juftice ; he re- ; 
claimed-his ancient followers from their ferocity and vio- 

lence ; 5 he eftablifhed law and order throughout his ftate ; " 
and after a life fpent in tumults and ravages, he died 

peaceably in a good old, age, and left | lis dominions to 

his pofterity ‘. i 

Wiiiam I. who fucceeded him, governed the dutchy 

for twenty-five years; and during this time, the Nor- 


OES 


mans were thoroughly intermingled with the French, had 


pines 


Ps 


acquired their language, had imitated their manners, and 
had made fuch progrefs towards cultivation, that, on the 
death of William, his fon, Richard, though a minor *, 
inherited his dominions: A fure Powys that the Nor- 
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as 
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CH 2 Ps mans werevalréady fomewhat advanced in civility, and 


Le that theirgovernment could: now reft fecure on its laws 


and’civil inftitutions, and was not wholly fuftained by 
the abilities of the fovereign. Richard, after a long 
reign’ of fifty-four years, was fucceeded by his fon of 
the fame name in the year 996!; which was eighty-five 
years after the firtt eftablifhment of the Normans in 
France. This was the duke, who gave his fifter, Emma, 
in marriage to Ethelred, king of Eneland, and who there- 
by formed connections with a country, which his pofte- 
rity was fo foon after deftined to fubdue. 

Tue Danes had been eftablifhed during a longer pes 
riod in’England than in France; and though the fimi- 
larity of their original language to that of the Saxons 
invited them to a more early coalition with the natives, 
they had hitherto found fo little example of civilized man- 
ners among the Englifh, that they retained all their an- 
cient ferocity, and valued themfelves only on their na- 
tional charaéter of military bravery. The recent, as well 
as more ancient atchievements of their countrymen, tend- 
ed to fupport this idea; and the Englifh princes, parti- 
cularly Athelftan anid Edgar, fenfible of that fuperiority, 
had been ‘accuftomed to keep in pay bodies of Danifh 
troops, who were quartered about the country, and com= 
mitted many violences upon the inhabitants. Thefe 
mercenaries had attained to fuch a height of luxury, ac- 
cording to the old Englifh writers °, that they combed 
their a nce a day, phehied themfelves once a week, 

changed aa cloaths frequently ; ; and by all thefe arts of 
eenitiaey) as well as by their military character, had 
rendered themfelves fo agreeable to the fair fex, that they 
debauched the wives and daughters of the Englifh, and 
difhonoured many families, But what moft provoked 
the inhabitants, was, that, inftead of defending them 


gainft invaders, they were ever ready to betray. them to 


- dD Order. Vitalis, p.-459. m Wallingford, p. 547. 
the 
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the foreian Danes, and to’ affociate 


4 . Cc 


tween the-inhabitants of Englith and Danifhrrace, had, 
a thefe' repeated ea rifen to a great height; when 
7 incident to weak princes, em= 


sition of maflacring’ the latter 


dicibaans all his fei tnibie *, Secret orders ‘were dif- 
patched: to commence the’ execution every where on the 


1 


TAL 


hemfelves with al] C HAP. 


lif. 


parties of that nation, ‘The animofity, be- Woy 


fame day ; and the feftival ‘of St. Brice, outs sh fell’ on'a Nov. 13, 


Sunday, the day on’ which the Danes ufually bathed 


x 


themfelves, was chofen for that purpofe.” It is neediefS 
to repeat the accounts tranfmitted con¢erning the barba- 
rity of this maflacre: ‘The rage of the populace, excited 


by fo many injuries, fanctified by authority,/and ftimu- 
lated by example, diftinguifhéed not. between~ innocence 


and guilt, fpared neither dex nor age, and: was not {a+ 


tiated ‘without the tortures, as well as death; of the un- 
happy victims. -Even Gunilda, fitter to, th 


Denmark, who had married. Earl Pali ine, 


braced Chriftianity, was, by the advice of ” Baric earl..of 
py y D) 

Wilts,: feized and heesteisited to death by Ethelred, after 

feeing her hufband and children butchered before her face 


‘This -unhappy princefs foretold, in the agonies of de- 
Y £ : 


fpair, that her murder would foon -be aven ged. by the 


total ruin of the Englith nation. 


NEVER was prophecy better fulfilled ; and hever did 


barbarous. policy prove more fatal to the authors. Svweyn 


hor 
oO 


or invadin 
or invading 


s 
mh 


and his Danes, who wanted but a pretence 


the Enelith, appeared off the weftern co 


| , and threat- 
ened to take full revenge for the flaughter of their coun- 
trymen. Exeter fell firft into their hands; from the 
negligence or tre eachery of earl Hugh, a Norman, who 
had been made governor by the intereft of Queen Emma. 


They began to {pread their devaftations over the country ; 


* Sce note [D] at the end of the volume, 
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cH A P. when the Englith, fenfible what outrages they muft now 


tonya expect from their barbarous and offended enemy, affem- 


bled more early and in greater numbers than ufual, and 
made an appearance of vigorous refiftance. But all thefe 
preparations were fruftrated by the treachery of duke Al. 
fric, who was intrufted with the command, and who, 
feigning ficknefs, refufed to lead the army againft the 
Danes, till it was difpirited, and at laft diflipated, by his 
fatal mifcondu@. Alfric foon after died ; and Edric, a 
greater traitor, than he, who had married the king’s 
daughter, and had acquired a total afcendant, over him, 
fucceeded Alfric in the government of Mercia, and in 
the command of the Englifh armies. A great famine, 
proceeding partly from the bad feafons, partly from the 
decay of agriculture, added to all the other miferies of 
the inhabitants. The country, wafted by the Danes, 
harafled by the fruitiels expeditions of its own forces, 
was reduced to the utmoft defolation ; and at laft fub- 
mitted to the infamy of purchafing a precarious peace 
from the enemy, by the payinent of 30,000 pounds. 
Tue Englifh endeavoured to employ this interval in 
making preparations againft the return of the Danes, 
which they had reafon foon to expect. A law was made, 
ordering the proprietors of eight hydes of land to provide 
each a horfeman and a complete {uit of armour; and 
thofe of 310 hydes to equip a fhip for the defence of the 
coaft. When this navy was afiembled, which mutft 
have confifted of near cight hundred veffels ", all hopes of 
its fuccefs were difappointed by the faGions, animofities, 
and diffentions of the nobility. Edric had impelled his 
brother Brightric to prefer an accufation of treafon againft 
Wolfnoth, governor of Suflex, the father of the famous 
earl Godwin ; and that nobleman, well acquainted with 
the malevolence as well as power of his enemy, found no 
n There were 243,600 hydes in England, Confequently the fhips equip- 


ped muft be 785, The cavalry was 30,450 mest, 
: means 
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ric purfued-him with a fleet of eighty 
fail ; but. his thins being fhattered in a tempeft, aa 
ftranded on the coaft, he was fuddenly attacked by Wolf 
noth, and all his veflels burnt and deftroyed. ‘The im- 
becility of the king was little capable of repairing. this 
misfortune : The treachery of Edric fruftrated every, plan 
for future defence: And the Englifh navy, difconcerted, 
difcouraged, and divided, was -at laft {cattered into its 
feveral harbours. 

Iris almoft impoffible, or would be tedious, to relate par~ 
ticularly all the miteries to which the Englith were thence: 
forth expofed. We hear of nothing but the facking and 
burning of towns ; the devaftations of the o pen country ; 
the appearance of the enemy in every quarter of the 
kingdom ; their crue! diligence in difcovering any. cor- 
ner, which had not been ranfacked by their former vio- 
lence. The broken and disjointed narration of the an- 
tient hiftorians is here well adapted to the nature of the 
war, which was conduéted by fuch fudden inroads, as 
would have been dangerous even to an united and well 
governed kingdom, but proved fatal, where nothing but 


a general confternation, and mutual diffidence ae dif: 


fention prevailed. The governors of one province re- 
fufed to march to the affiftance of another,.and were at 
laft terrified from aflembl ng their forces for the defence 
of their own province. General councils were fummon- 
ed; but either no refolution was taken, or none was car- 
ried into execution. * And the only expedient, in which 
the Englith agreed, was the bafe and imprudent one, of 


buying anew a peace from the Danes by the payment of 


48,000 pounds. 


Tuis meafure did not bring them even that fhort in- 
terval of repofe, which they had expected from it. . Fhe 
Danes, difregarding all engagements, continued their de- 

vattations 
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CHA Pi yaftations and hoftilities; levied a new contribution of 


lil. iS 
ten me 8000 pounds upon the county of Kent alone ;. mur= 


dered the. archbifhop of Canterbury, who had refufed to 
countenance this exaction; and. the Englifh. nobility 
found no other refource than that of fubmitting every 
where to the Danith monarch, fwearing allegiance to himy 
and delivering him hoftages for their good . behaviour, 
Ethelred, equally afraid of the violence of. the enemy; 
and the treachery of his own fubjects, fled into Nor 
mandy, whither he had fent before him» Quéen Emma, 
and her two fons, Alfred and Edward. Richard received 
his unhappy guefts with a generofity that: does honour te 


his memory. 


‘Tur king had not been above fix weeks in Norman 
dy, when he heard of the death of Sweyn, who expired 
at Gainfborough, before he had time to eftablifh himfelf 
in his new-acquired dominions. ‘The Englifh prelates 
and nobility, taking advantage of this event, fent over sa 
deputation to Normaridy ; inviting Ethelred to return to 
them, expreffing adefire’ of being governed again by their 
native prince, and intimating their hopes, that, being 
now tutored by experience, he would avoid all thofe er= 
tors, which had been attended with fuch misfortunes td 
himfelf and-to his people. But the mifconduct of Ethel- 
ted was incurable; and on his refuming the government, 
he difeoveréd the fame incapacity, -indolence, cowardice; 
and credulity, which had fo often expofed him to the 
infults of his enemies: © His fon-in-law, Edric, notwith- 
ftanding his repeated treafons, retained fuch influence at 
court, as to inftil into the king jealoufies of Sigefert and 
Morcar, two of the chief nobles of Mercia: Edric al~ 
lured them into his houfe, where he murdered them ; 
while Ethelred participated in the infamy of this action, 
by confifcating their yeftates, and-thrufting into a con 
vent the widow of. Sigefert. She was a woman of din- 

fe 8 gular 
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hee pecs Sock habe, F_cap gee 
fection, that he releafed her from the convent, and foon 


after married her, without the confent of 
Mean while the Englifh found in Canute, the fon 
and fucceflor of Sweyn, an enemy 


the prince, from whom death had 
them. He ravaged the eaftern coaft with me 


‘cilefs fury, 
and put afhore all the Englith hoftages at Sandwich, af- 
er having cut off their hands and nofes. He was ob- 
liged, by the neceffity of his affairs, to make a voyage to 


Denmark ; but returning foon after, he 


depredations along the fouthern coaft: He 
into the counties of Dorfet, Wilts, and Somerfet ; wher 


mi > 


an army was affembled again{ft him, under the command 


Bs ay: ion 9 
The latt 


fill con- 


of prince Edmond and duke Ed: 


tinued his perfidious machinations : 


- enceavourine 
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in vain to get the prince into his power, he found means 
to difperfe the army; and he then openly deferted to 
Canute with forty vefiels, 


NoTWITHSTANDING this misfortune, Edmond was 


not difconcerted ; but affembling toge all the force 


of England, was in a condition to giv 1y battle, 


The king had had fuch frequent experience of perfidy 


amone his fubjects, that he had loft all con in 
them : He remained at London, pretending ficknefs, but 


really from a ipprehenfions, that t *nded to buy 
their peace, by delivering him into the hands of his ené- 


mies. The army called aloud for the ir fovercign to 


march at their head againft the Danes ; 
fufal to take the field, they were fo 
thofe vaft preparations became ineffeftual for the defence 


of the kingdom. Edmond, deprived of all 
oblie 


to commit 


plies to maintain his foldiers, was 


Ma ae is L equal 


Mee 


her, during her confinement, by prince Edmond, the , j 
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c ¥ Pa P. equal ravages with thofe which were practifed by the Danes 5 

i Se and after making fome fruitlefs expeditions into the north, 
which had fubmitted entirely to Canute’s power, he re- 
tired to London; determined there to maintain to the laft 
extremity the {mall remains of Englifh liberty. He there 
found every thing in confufion by the death of the king, 
who expired after an unhappy and inglorious reign ae 
thirty-five i e left two fons by his firft marriage, 
Edmond, who ficbeoded him, and Edwy, whom Ca- 
nute afterwards murdered. His two fons by the fecond 
marriage, Alfred and Edward, were, immediately upon 
Ethelred’s death, conveyed into Normandy by Queen 
Emma. 


EDMON D Ironfide. 


HIS prince, who received the name of Ironfide 
from his hardy valour, poflefied courage and abi- . 

lities, fufficient to have faved his country from finking 
into thofe calamities, but not to raife it from that abyfs 
of mifery, into which it had already fallen. Among the 
other misfortunes of the Englifh, treachery and difaffec- 
tion had creeped in among the nobility and prelates ; and 
Edmond found no better expedient for preventing the 
farther pregrefs of thefe fatal evils, than. to lead his ar- 
my inftantly into the field, and to employ them againft 
the common enemy. After meeting with fome fuccefs 
at Gillingham, he prepared himfelf to decide in one ge- 
neral engagement the fate of his crown: At Scoerfton, 
in the county of Glocefter, he offered bale to the ene- 
my, who were commanded by Canute and Edric. For- 
tune in the beginni ag of the day declared for him; but 
Edric, having cut cf the head of one Ofmer, whofe 
countenance refembled that-of Edmond, fixed it on a 
fpear, carried it through the ranks in triumph, and called 
aloud to the Englith, that it was time to fly ; for behold! 
4 the 
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the head of their fovereign. And though Edmond, ob- 
ferving the confternation of the troops, took off his hel- 
met and fhowed himfelf to them, the utmof he could 
gain by his activity and valour was to leave the vice 
tory undecided. Edric now took a furer method to 
ruin him, by pretending to defert to him; and as Ed 
mond was well acquainted with his power, and proba- 
bly knew no other of the chief nobility in whom he 
could repofe more confidence, he*+ was obliged, not- 
withftanding the repeated perfidy of the inah, to give 
him a confiderable command in the atmy. <A battle 
foon after enfued at Affington in Effex; where Edric; 
flying in the beginning of the day, occafioned the total 
defeat of the Englith, followed by a great flaughter of 
the nobility. ‘The indefatigable Edmond, however, had 
ftill refources : Aflembling a new army at Glocefter, he 
was again in a condition to difpute the field ; when the 
Danifh and Englith nobility, equally harafled with thofe 
convulfions, obliged their kings to come to a compro= 
mife, and to divide the kingdom between them by treaty. 
Canute referved to himfelf the northern divificn of Mer 
cia, Eaft-Anglia, and Northumberland, which he had 
entirely fubdued: The fouthern parts were left to Ed- 
mond; This prince furvived the treaty about a month: 
He was murdered at Oxford y two of his chamber- 
Jains, accomplices of Edric, who thereby made way for 


the fucceflion of Canute the Dane to the crown of Eng 


jJand, 
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HE Englifh, who had been unable to defend their 


ou, 


country, and maintain their independency, under 


fo ative and brave a prince as Edmond 
death, expect nothing but total fubjection from Canute, 


ay him fel€:s-andat the thaad Gia cheese 
who, active and brave himfelf, and at the head of a great 
L 2 force, 
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force, was ready to take advantage of the minority of 
Edwin and Edward, the two fons of Edmond. Yet this 
conqueror, who was commonly fo little fcrupulous, fhow- 
ed himfelf anxious to cover his injuftice under plaufible 
pretences: Before he feized the dominions of the Englifh 
princes, he fummoned a general aflembly of the ftates of 
England, in order to fix the fucceffion of the kingdom. 
He here fuborned fome nobles to depofe, that, in the 
treaty of Glocefter, it had been verbally agreed, either 
to name Canute, in cafe of Edmond’s death, fucceflor in 


his dominions, or tutor to his children (for hiftorians 


vary in this particular) : And that evidence, fupported by 
the great power of Canute, determined the ftates imme- 
diately to put the Danifh monarch in poffeffion of the 
government. Canute, jealous of the two princes, but 
fenfible that he fhould render himfelf extremely odious, 
if he ordered them to be difpatched in England, fent 
them abroad to his ally, the king of Sweden, whom he 
defired, as foon as they arrived at his court, to free him, 
by their death, from all farther anxiety. The Swedifh 
monarch was too generous to comply with this requeft : 
but being afraid of drawing on himfelf a quarrel with 
Canute, by protecting the young princes, he fent them 
to Solomon, king of Hungary, to be educated in his 
court, The elder, Edwin, was afterwards married to the 
fiter of the king of Hungary; but the Englifh prince 
dying without ifue, Solomon gave his fifter-in-law, Aga- 
tha, daughter of the emperor Henry Il. in marriage to 
Edward, the younger brother ; and fhe bore him Edgar 
Atheling, Margaret, afterwards queen of. Scot and, and 
Chriftina, who retired into 4 convent. 

Canute, though he had reached the great point of 
lif 


his ambition, in obtaining poflefioh of the Englifh crown, 
was obliged at firft to make great facrifices tot; and to 


eratify the chief of the nobility, by beftowing en them the 


moft 


Caran. SUy BoE. 


moft extenfive governments and jurifdictions. He created 
Thurkill earl or duke of Eaft-Angli 


were then nearly of the fame import) Yric of Northum- 
“, 
; 


(for thefe 


berland, and Edric of Mercia; refervi 


g only to himfelf 
the adminiftration of Weffex. But feizing afterwards a 
favourable opportunity, he expelled Thurkill and Yric 
from their governments, and banifhed them the kingdom: 
He put to death many of the Englith nobility, on whofe 
fidelity he could not rely, and w hom he hated on account 
of their difloyalty to their native prince. And even the 
traitor, Edric, having had the affurance to reproach him 
with his fervices, was condemned to be executed, and his 
body to be thrown into the Thames; a A. eels reward for 
his multiplied ats of perfidy and vebe lion. 


Canute alfo found himéelf oblige d, in the beginning 


+e 


of his reign, to load the people with heavy taxes, in orde 
to reward his Danifh followers : He exacted from them at 
one time the fum of 72,000 pounds; befides 11,000 
pounds, which he levied on London alone. He was pro- 
bably willing, from political motives, to mulét feverely 
that ‘city, on account of the affection which it had borne 
to Edmond, and the refiftance which it had made to the 
Danifh power in two obftinate fieges °. But thefe rigors 
were imputed to neceflity ; and aus like a wife prince 

was determined, that the Englith, now deprived of all 
their dangerous leaders, fhould be reconciled to the Danifh 
yoke, by the juftice and impartiality of his adminiftration. 
He fent back to Denmark as many of his follows ers as he 
could fafely {pare : : He reftored the Saxon. cuftoms i ina 
general aflembly of the flates of the kingdom: He made 
no diftinétion between Danes and Enelifh in the diftri- 
bution of juftice: And he took care, by a ftri& execu- 


1 


tion of law, to protect the lives and properties of all his 

people. ‘Ithe Danes were gradually incorporated with 
o W. Malm. p. 72. In one of thefe fieges, Canute diverted the courfe 

of the Thames, and by that means brought his fhipsabove London-bridge. 


Ley his 
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c ae A P-his new fubjects ; and both were glad to obtain a little 
t refpite from thofe multiplied calamities, from which the 
one; no léfs than the other, had, in their fierce conteft for 

- power, experienced fuch fatal confequences. 

Tue removal of Edmond’s children into fo diftant a 
country as Hungary, was, next to their death, regarded 
by Canute as the greateft fecurity to his government : He 
had no farther anxicty, except with regard to Alfred and 
Edward, who were protected and fanponeds by their 
uncle, Richard, duke of Normandy. Richard even fitted 
eut a great armament, in order to reftore the Englifh 
princes to the throne of their anceftors ; and though the 


navy was difperfed by a ftorm, Canute faw the danger to 
which he was.expofed, from the enmity of fo warlike 
a people as the Normans. In order to acquire the friend- 
fhip of the duke, he paid his addrefles to queen Emma, 
the fifter of sie prince ; and cea that he would 


leav 


a séiiion of the crown < England. Richard 
complied with his demand, and fent over Emma to Eng- 
land, where fhe was foon after married to Canute’. The 
Englifh, though they difapproved of her efpoufing the 
nortal enemy of her former hufband and his family, were 
pleafed to fin id at court a fovereion, to whom they were 
accuftomed, and who had already formed conneétions with 
them: And thus Canute, befides fecuring, by this mar- 
riage, the alliance of Normandy, gradually acquired, by 
the fame means, the confidence of his own fubjects 4. 
The Norman prince did not long furvive the marriage of 
Emma; and he left the inheritance of the dutchy to his 

eldeft fon of the fame name; who, dying a year after 
without children, was fucceeded by his brother Ro- 
bert, a man of valour and abitity. 


® Chron, Sax. pe gt, W. Malmef. p. 73. qa W. Malmef 
Higden, p. 3756 


CANUTE, 


CPASIN SO eT 2B. 151 


CANUTE, having fettled his power in England beyond C H AP, 


all danger of a revolution, made a voyage to Derimark 


1, 


> Nnmrenen, pened 


in order to refift the attacks of the king g of Sweden; and 


ifh, 


under the command of earl Godwin. This noblem 


i 


he carried along with him a great body of the E: 


an 


had here an opportunity of performing a fervice, by which 
he both reconciled the king’s mind to the Engelifh nation, 
and gaining to himfelf the friendfhip of his fovereign, 
laid the foundation of that immenfe fortune which he ac- 
quired to his family. He was ftationed next the Swedith 
camp ; and obferving a favourable opportunity, which he 
was ouite iged fuddenly to feize, he attacked the enemy in 
the night, drove them from their trenches, threw them 
into diford btained 


Cilive 


morning, Canute, 


the Enelith camp entirely abandoned, imagined that thefe 
fi J > b 


ted troops rted to the enemy > He was 


agreeably furprifed to find, that they were at that time 


engag d in purfuit of the difcomfited Swedes. He was 
fo pleafed with this fuccefs, and with the manner of ob- 
taining it, that he beftowed his daughter in marriage 
upon Godwin, and treated him. eyer “after with entire 


confidence and reg: 


In another voyage, which he made afterwards to Den- 10284 


mark, Canute attacked Norway, and expelling the juft, 


but unwarl 


Olaus, kept pofleffion of hi 


1 } that Heh . ie 0 
we the death of that prince. He had now by his con- 
our attained aa utmott height of grandeur : 


, he felt the unfa- 


human edtuaeaals and equally 
weary of the olorics and turmoils of this life, he besan to 
that future exiflence, which it is fo 


1 mind, wheth 


caft-his view toward : 
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c i P. attention. Unfortunately, the fpirit which prevailed in 
wy that age gave a wrong direction to his devotion: Inftead 
of making compenfation to thofe whom he had injured by 
his former aéts of violence, he employed himfelf entirely 
in thofe exercifes of piety, which the monks reprefented 
as the moft meritorious. He built churches, he endowed 
monafteries, he enriched the ecclefiaftics, and he beftow- 
¢d revenues for the fupport of chantries at Affington and 
other places; where he appointed prayers to be faid for 
the fouls of thofe who had there fallen in battle againft 
him. He even undertook a pilgrimage to Rome, where 
he refided a confiderable time: Befides obtaining from 
the pope fome privileges for the Englifh {chool erected 
there, he engaged all the princes, through whofe domi- 
nions he was obliged to pafs, to defift from thofe heavy 
impofitions and tolls, which they were accuftomed to ex- 
a& from the Englifh pilgrims. By this fpirit of devotion, 
no Iefs than by his equitable and politic adminiftration, 


he eained, in a good meafure, the affe€tions of his fub- 
5S 2 > 


jects. 

Canute, the greateft and moft powerful monarch of 
his time, fovereign of Denmark and Norway, as well as 
of England, could not fail of meeting with adulation from 
his. courtiers; a tribute which is liberally paid even to the 
meaneft and weakeft princes. ,Some of his flatterers 
breaking out, one day, in admiration of his grandeur, 
exclaimed that every thing was poffible for him: Upon 
which the monarch, it is faid, ordered his chair to be fet 
on the fea-fhore, while the tide was rifing ; and as the 
waters approached, he commanded them to retire, and to 
obey the voice of him who was lord of the ocean. He 
feigned to fit fome time in expectation of their fubmiffion ; 
but when the fea ftill advanced towards him, and began 
to wath him with its billows, he turned to his courtiers, 

nd remarked to them, that every creature in the univerfe 
ze was 


was fecbl e-and impotent, 
Being a one, in whofe hands 
ture ; sho could fay to the 
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the lands of England. It was commonly called Danevelt ; 
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becaufe the revenue had been employed, either in buying 
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temper more humble or 


acceffion, fummoned the Scottifh 


himfelf a vaflal for Cumber 


that king¢ 
temper to bear this infult ; Sat the ki 
i Is from 
ithelred:.~Upon: Ca- 


le 


found, that the fce 
thofe of the feeble and irrefolute 


nute’s appearing on the frontiers with a formidable army, 
Malcolm agreed, that his grandfon and heir, Duncan, 


S 


whom he put in poffefion of Cumberland, fhould make 
the fubmiffions required, and that the heirs of Scotland 
fhould 
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Cc 4 rg P. fhould always acknowledge themfelves vaflals to England 


‘ , for that province *. 

CANnuTeE pafied four years in peace after this'enterprize, 
and he died at Shaftfbury *; leaving three fons, Sweyn, 
Harold, and Hardicanute. Sweyn, whom he had by his 
firt marriage with Alfwen, daughter of the earl of Hamp- 
fhire, was crowned in Norway: Hardicanute, whom 
as had born him, was in pofieflion of Denmark : 
Harold, who was of the fame marriage with Sweyn, was 
at that time in England, 


HAROLD HAREFOOT. 


‘J ~4HOUGH Canute, in his treaty with Richard, 
duke of Normandy, had ftipulated, that his children 

y Emma fhould fucceed to the crown of England, he had 
ie confidered himfelf as releafed from that engagement 
by the death of Richard, or efteemed it dangerous to leave 
an unfettled-and newly-conquered kingdom in the hands 
of fo young a prince as Hardicanute: He therefore ap- 
pointed, by his will, Harold fucceffor to the crown. This 
prince was befides prefent, to maintain his claim ; he was 
favoured by all the Danes ; and he’got immediately poflef- 
fion of ae father’s ;treafures, which might be equally 
ther he found it neceflary to proceed by force 

in infuring his fucceffion. On the other 

icanute had the fuffrages of the Englifh, who, 

on account of his being born among them of queen Em- 
ma, regarded him as their countryman ; he was favoured 
by the articles of treaty with the duke of Normandy; 
and above all, his patty as efpoufed by earl Godwin, 
the mo powerful nobleman in the kingdom, efpecially in 
the province of Weflex, the chief feat of the ancient 
inglifh. . Affairs were likely to terminate in a civil war ; 
when, by the interpofition of the nobility of both parties, 
r W. Malm, p. 74. + Chron, Sax, p.15q, W. Malm. p. 76. 
a com- 
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a compromife was, made ; and it was agreed, that Harold © a Fa P. 
fhould enjoy, together with London, all the provinces opm 
north of the Thames, while the pofleffion of the fouth 
fhould remain to Hardicanute : And till that prince fhould 
appear and.take poffeffion of his dominions, Emma fixed 
her refidence at Winchefter, and eftablifhed her authority 
over her fon’s fhare of the partition. 

MEANWHILE, Robert, duke of Normandy, died in a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and being fucceeded by a 
fon, yet a minor, the two Englifh princes, Alfred and 
Edward, who found no longer any countenance or pro- 
tection in that country, gladly embraced the opportunity 
of paying a vifit, with a numerous retinue, to their mo- 
ther Emma, who feemed to be placed in a ftate of fo 
much power and fplendor at Winchefter. But the face 
of affairs foon wore a melanc choly afpect. Earl Godwin 
had been gained by the arts of Harold, who promifed to 
efpoufe the daughter of that nobleman ; and while the 
treaty was yet a fecret, thefe two tyrants laid a plan for 
the deftruction of the Englifh princes. Alfred was invit- 
ed to London by Harold with many profeflions of friend- 
fhip ; but when he had reached Guilford, he was fet upon 
by Godwin’s vaflals, about fix. hundred of his train were 
murdered in the moft cruel manner, he himfelf was take 
prifones, his ‘eyes were put out, and he was conducted to the 
monaftery of Ely, where he died foon aftert. Edward and 
Emma, apprized of the fate, which was serene them, 
fled beyond fea, the former into Normandy, the latter 
into Flanders. While Harold, triumphing in his bloody 
policy, took pofleflion, without refiftance, of all the do- 


minions afligned to his bisthad: 
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Tuts is the only memorable action, performed, during 


we 1 reign of four years, by this prince, who gave e fo bad a 


fpecimen of his character, and whofe bodily accomplifh- 
ments alone are known tous, by his appellation of Harefoot, 
which he acquired from his agility in running and walk- 
ing. He died. the 14th of April, 10395 very little ree 
gretted or eftecmed by his fubjects ; and left the fucceffion 


open to his brother, Hardicanute. 


HAR DP CA Mh eae: 


ARDICANUTE, or Canute the Hardy, that 
H is, the robuft (for he too is chiefly known by his 
bodily accomplifhments) though, by remaining fo long 
in Denmark, he had been deprived of his fhare in the © 
partition of the kingdom, had not abandoned his preten- 
fions; and he had determined, before Harold’s death, to 
reeover by arms, what he had loft, either by his own 

egligence, or by the neceffity of his affairs. On pre- 
terice of paying a vifit to the queen dowager in Flanders, 
he had affembled a fleet of fixty fail, and was preparing to 
make a defcent on England, when intelligence of his bro- 
ther’s-death induced him to fail immediately to London, 


where he was received in triumph, and acknowledged 


king without oppofition. 

Tue firft act of Hardi¢anute’s government afforded his 
fubje&ts a bad prognoltic of his future conduct. He was 
fo enraged at Harold, for depriving him of his fhare of the 
kingdom, and for the cruel treatment of his brother 
Alfred, that, in an impotent defire of revenge againft the 
dead, he ordered his body to be dug up, and to be thrown 
into the Thames: And when it was found by fome fifher- 
men, and buried in London, he ordered it again to be 
dug up, and to be thrown again into the river: But it 
was fithed up a fecond time, and then interred with great 

8 fecrecy. 


Als Godwin, equally fervile and infolent 
ted e hisinftrument in this unnatural and brut 


to 
THAT nobleman knew, that he was univer 

lieved to have been an accomplice in the barbarity exer- 
cifed on Alfred, and that he was on that account obno- 
xious to Hardicanute; and perhaps he hoped, by difplaying 
this rage againft Harold’s memory, to juftify himfelf from 
fels. But prince 
Edward, being invited over by the king, immediately on 


his appearance, preferred an accufation againft Godwin 


having had any participation in his coun 


for the murder of Alfred, and demanded juftice for that 
crime. Godwin, in order to appeafe the king, made 
him a magnificent prefent of a gall 


rowed by fourfcore men, who wore each of them a < 


ey with a gilt ftern, 


bracelet on his arm, weighing fixteen ounce 


3; and were 
armed and cloathed in the moft { fumptuous manner. Har- 


dicanute, pleafed with the fplendor of this fpectacle, 


quickly forgo brother’s mut 


ler; and on Godwin’s 
{wearing that he was innocent of that crime, he allowed 
him to be acquitted. 
THovuGH Hardicanute, before his acceffion, had been 
; : 


called over by the vows of the En 


bey 


foon loft t h 


affections of the nation by his mi 


appeared more grievous to them, than his renewing 


impofition of Da 
a great fum of mo 
from Denmark. 
places: In’ Worcefter t 


hich | in many 


put to death 
1 at this oppofi- 
and ordered three 
noblemen, eaiiea bake of Weilex, Si 


two of the colleétors, 


tion, fwore ver 


ward, duke of 
Northumberland, and Leofric, duke of Mercia, to exes 


oa i . “5 iy Yes r wed 
cute his menaces with the utmoft rigour, ‘They were 


obliged to fet fire.to the city, and deliver if up to. be 
plundered by their foldi but they faved the-lives- cf 


the 
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c * A P. the inhabitants; whom they confined in a fmall ifland of 

een the Severn, called Beverey, till, by their interceffion, 
they were able to appeafe the king, and obtain the pardon 
of the fupplicants. 

Tuis violent government was of fhort duration. Har- 
dicanute died in two years after his acceffion, at the nup- 
tials of a Danifh lord, which he had honoured with his 
prefence. His ufual habits of intemperance were fo well 
known, that, notwithftanding his robuft conftitution, 
his fudden death gave as little furprize, as it did forrow, 
to his fubjects. 


EDWARD the Conressor. 


HE Englith, or the death of Hardicanute, faw 4 
favourable opportunity for recovering their liberty; 
and for fhaking off the Danifh yoke, under which they 
had fo long laboured. Sweyn, king of Norway, the 
eldeft fon of Canute, was abfent; and as the two laft 
kings had died without iffue, none of that race ptefented 
himfelf, nor any whom the Danes could fupport as fuc- 
ceffor to the throne. Prince Edward was fortunately at 
court on his brother’s demife ; and though the defcendants 
of Edmond Tronfide were the true heirs of the Saxon 
family, yet their abfence in fo remote a country as Hun- 
gary, appeared a fufficient reafon for their exclufion, toa 
people like the Englifh, fo little accuftomed to. obferve a 
regular order in the fucceifion of their monarchs. All 
delays might be dangerous ; and the prefent occafion muft 
haftily be embraced ; while the Danes; without concert, 
without a leader, ailonifhed at the prefent incident, and 
anxious only for their perfonal fafety, durft not oppofé 
the united voice of the nation. 
Bur this concurrence of circumftances in favour of 
Edward, might have failed of its effet, had his fuccefiion 
been 


EDWARD THE CONFESSOR, 


been oppofed’ by Godwin, whofe power, a 


abilities gave him a great influe 
“5 


cially amidit thofe fudden opportunities, which alw: 
tend a revolution of government, and which, either {cized 
or neglected, commonly prove decifive.. There were op- 
pofite reafons, which divided men’s hopes and fears with 
regard to Godwin’s conduct. On the one hand, the 
credit of that nobleman lay chiefly in Weflex, which 


was almoft entirely inhabited by Enelifh: It was there- 


fore. prefumed, that he would. fecond the wifhes of that 
people, in reitoring the Saxon line, and in humbling the 
Da: 
dread, as they had already felt, the moft grievous oppref- 
fions. On the other hand, th 


» from whom he, as well as they, had reafon to 


e fubfifted a declared 


animofity between Edward and Godwin, on account of 
Alfred’s murder ; of which the latter had publicly been 


accufed by the prince, and which he mig! 


deep an offence, as could never, on 2ccour 


fequent merits, be fincerely pardoned. 


mon friends here interpofed ; and reprefenting the necef- 


fity of their good correfpondence, obliged them to lay 


afide all jealoufy and rancour, and concur in reftorine 
J y ? g 
liberty to their native country. Godwin only ftipulated, 


that Edward, as a pledge of his fincere reconciliatior 


fhould promife to marry his daughter Editha; and hav- 


ing fortified himfelf by this 


Gillingham a general council of the nation, and prep 
every meafure for fecuring the fucceffion to 
The Ex 
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C HA P.and violence againft the Danes; but the king, by thé 
‘ _.j mildnefs of his chara@ter, foon reconciled the latter to his 


adminiftration, and the diftin€tion between the two na- 
tions gradually difappeared. The Danes were interfperfed 
with the Englifh in moft of the provinces; they fpoke 
nearly the fame language ; they differed little in their man-" 
ners and laws; the prevalence of domeftic diflentions in 
Denmark, prevented, for a long time, any powerful in= 
vafion from thence, which might awaken paft-animofi- 
ties; and as the Norman conqueft, which enfued foon 
after, reduced both nations to equal fubje€tion, there is 
no farther mention in hiftory of any difference between 
them. The joy, however, of their prefent deliverance 
made fuch impreffion on the minds of the Englifh, that 
they inftituted an annual feftival for celebrating that great 
event ; and it was obferved in fome counties, even to the 
time of Spellman *. 

‘Tue popularity, which Edward enjoyed on his accef= 
fion, was not deftroyed by the firft act of his adminiftra= 
tion, his refuming all the grants of his immediate prede- 
ceflors; an attempt, which is commonly attended with 
the moft dangerous confequences. ‘The poverty of the . 
crown convinced the nation, that this act of violence was 
become abfolutely neceflary; and as the lofs fell chiefly 
on the Danes, who had obtained large grants from the 
late kines, their countrymen, on account of their fervices 
in fubduing the kingdom, the Englith were rather pleafed 
to fee them reduced to their primitive poverty. The 
king’s feverity alfo towards his mother, the queen-dow-= 
ager, though expofed to fome more cenfure, met not 
with very general difapprobation, He had hitherto lived 
on indifferent terms with that princefs: He accufed her 
of negleéting’ him and his brother during their adverfe 
fortune ¥: He remarked, that, as the fuperior qualities 


a Spellm, Glofary in verbo Hecday, w Anglia Sacra, vol. i. 
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of Canute, and his better treatment of her, had made her C HA P, 


ed. th Ifo 
red, ihe alf Oh memes 


éntirely indifferent to the memory of Ethelre 


ie 
gave the pix atact to her children of tlie fecond bed, and 
always re; garded Hardicanute as her favourite. The ame 
reafons had probably nade her unpopular in England ; 
and though her benefactions to the monks obtained her 


the favour of that order, the nation was not, in general, 


difpleafed to fee her ftripped by Edward of immenfe trea- 


{ 
fures which fhe had amafied: He confined her; during 
the remainder of her life, in a monaftery at Winchefter ; 
but carried his rigour agdinft her no farther. The ee 
of his accufing her of a parti cipation in her fon Alfred’s 
murder, and of a criminal correfpondence with the bifhop 
6f Winchefter, and alfo of her juttifyi ing herfelf by tread- 
ing barefoot, without recei ring any hurt, over -nine 
burning plough-fhares, were the inventions of the monkifh 
hiftorians, and were propagated and believed from the 
filly wonder of pofterity *. 

Tue Englith flattered themfelves, that, by the accef- 
fion of Edward, they were delivered for ever from the 
dominion of foreigners ; but they foon found, that this 
evil was not yet entirely removed. toe king had beer 
educated in Normandy ; and had contraéted ma any inti- 
macies with the natives of that country, as well as ari 
affection for their manners ¥. The cou rtof England was 
foon filled with Northans, who, be eing dift nguithe d both 
by the favour of Edward, and 1 by a degiee of cultivation 
fuperior to that which was attained by the Pnplidh in 
thofe ages, foon rendered thei ‘eee cuftoms, and 
laws fafhionable in the fing om. The ftudy of the 
French tongue became general among the erehe The 
courtiers affected to imitate that nation in their drefs, 
equipage, and entertainments: Even the lawyers em- 
ployed a foreien language in their deeds and papers = : 
But above all, the church felt the influence and do-= 

x Higden, p. 277. y Ingulf, p. 62. Z Ibid. 
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pee P. minion of thofe ftrangers : Ulf and William, two Nor- 

: ‘mans, who had formerly been the king’s chaplains, were 
created bifhops of Dorchefter and London. Robert, a 
Norman alfo, was promoted to the fee of Canterbury ’, 

and always enjoyed the higheft favour of his matter, of 

which his abilities rendered him not unworthy. And 

though the king’s prudence, or his want of authority, 

made him confer almoft all the civil and military em- 


ployments on the natives, the ecclefiaftical preferments 


fell often to the fhare of the Normans; and as the latter 
poflefled Edward’s confidence, they had fecretly a great 
influence on public affairs, and excited the jealoufy of the 
Englifh, particularly of earl Godwin’. 

Tuts powerful nobleman, befides being duke or earl of 
Weflex, had the counties of Kent and Suflex annexed to 
his government. His eldeft fon, Sweyn, poflefled the 
{ame authority in the counties of Oxford, Berks, Glocef- 
ter and Hereford: And Harold, his fecond fon, was duke 
of Eaft-Anglia, and at the fame time governor of Effex. 
The great authority of this family was fupported by im~ 
menfe poffeffions and powerful alliances ; and the abili- 
ties, as well as ambition, of Godwin himfelf contributed 
to render it {till more dangerous. A prince of greater 
capacity and vigour than Edward would have found it 
dificult to fupport the dignity of the crown under fuch 
circumftances ; and as the haughty temper of Godwin 
made him often forget the refpect due to his prince, Ed- 
ward’s animofity againft him was grounded on perfonal 
as well as political confiderations, on recentas well as more 
ancient injuries. “The king, in purfuance of his engage- 
ments, had indeed married Editha, the daughter of God- 
win?; but this alliance became a frefh fource of en- 
mity between them. Edward’s hatred of the father was 
transferred to that princefs ; and Editha, though pof- 
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fefled of many amiable accomplifhments, could never ac. © HA 
quire the confidence and affection of her hufband. Ie is, ni , 
even pretended, that, during the whole courfe of her life; 

he abftained from all commerce of love with her; and 

fuch was the abfurd admiration paid to an inviolable 

chaftity during thofe ages, that his condué& in this Par- 1048, 
ticular is highly celebrated by the monkith hiftorians, 

and greatly contributed to his acquiring the title of faint 
and confeffor >, 

THE moft popular Pretence, on which Gedwin could 
ground his difaffeCtion to the king and his adminiftra- 
tion, wa’ to complain of the influence of the Normans ia 
the government; and a declared oppofition had thence 
arifen between him and. thefe favourites: It was not long 
before this animofity broke into aGion. E uftace, count of 
Bologne, having paid a vifit to the king, paffed by Dover 


in his return: One of his train, being réf 


ufed entrance 

2 him, attempted to 
make his way by force, and in the conteft he wounded the 
mafter of the houfe. ‘The inhabj 


itants revenged this in- 
fult by the death of the ftranger ; the count and his train 


€ wounded townfman in his 
own houfe; a tumult enfued ; 
killed on each fide; and Euftace, being overpowered by 
numbers, was obliged to fave his life by flight from the 
fury of the populace. He hurried immediately to court 
and complained of the ufage he had met with : 
entered zealoufly into the quarre] 
that aftranger of fuch diftinétion 


to a lodging, which had been afiigned | 
1 


took arms, and murdered th 


near twenty perfons were 


The king 
> and was highly difpleafed 
» whom he had invited over 
to his court, fhould without any jut caufe, as: he believed 
py ) at 9 5) 


have felt fo fenfibly the infolence 


and animof 
people, He gave orders to Godwin, in whofe govern- 
ment Dover lay, to repair immediately to the place, and to 
b W. Malm, p, 80, Higden, p. 277. Abbas Rieval. p, 366, 377. Math, 
Weft, p, 221, Chron. Thom, Wykes, p. 21. Anglia Sacra, vol. x. p, 247, 
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CH 2 P. punith the inhabitants for the crime: But Godwin, who 

Reg esd defired rather toencourage, than reprefs, the popular difcon~ 
tents againft foreigners, refufed obedience, and endeavoured 
to throw the whole blame on the count of Bologne, and his 
retinue. Edward, touched in fo fenfible'a point, faw the 
neceffity of exerting the royal authority ; and he threat+ 
ened Godwin, if he perfifted in his difobedience, -to make 
him feel the utmoft effects of his refentment. 

Tue earl, perceiving a rupture to be unavoidable, and 
pleafed to embark in a caufe, where, it was likely, he 
fhould be fupported by his countrymen, made prepara- 
tions for his own defence, or rather for afi attack on Ed- 
ward, Under pretence of repreffing fome diforders on the 
Welfh frontier, he fecretly affembled a great army, and 
was approaching the king, who refided, without any mi- 
litary force, and without fufpicion, at Glocefter’. Ed- 
ward applied for proteétion to Siward, duke of North- 
umberland, and Leofric, duke of Mercia, two powerful 
noblemen, whofe jealoufy of Godwin’s greatnefs, as well 
as their duty to the crown, engaged them to defend the 
king in this extremity. They haftened to him with fuch 
of their followers as they could affemble on a fudden ; and 
finding the danger much greater than they had at firft ap- 
ptehended, they iffued orders for muftering all the forces 
within their government, and for marching them without 
delay to the defence of the king’s perfon and authority, 
Edward, meanwhile, endeavoured to gain time by nego- 
ciation ; while Godwin, who thought the king entirely 
in his power, and who was willing to fave appearances, 
fell into the fnare; and not fenfible, that he ought to 
have no farther referve after he had proceeded fo far, he 
loft the favourable opportunity of rendering himfelf maf- 
ter of the government. 

¢ Chron. Sax. p. 163. W. Malm. p.81, Higden, p. 279. 
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THE Engelith, though they had no high idea of Ed-C H A P, 


ward’s vigour and capacity, bore him great affection on 
account of his humanity, juftice, and piety, as well as 
the long race of their native kings, from whom he 
was defcended; and they haftened from all quarters to 
defend him from the prefent danger, His army was now 
fo confiderable, that he ventured to take the field; and 
marching to London, he fummoned a great council of 
the kingdom, to judge of the rebellion of Godwin and 
his fons. Thefe noblemen pretended at firft that they 
were willing to ftand their trial ; but having in vain en- 
deavoured to make their adherents perfift in rebellion, 
they offered to come to London, provided they might 
receive hoftages for their fafety : This propofal being re- 
jected, they were obliged to difband the remains of their 
forces, and to have recourfe to flight. Baldwin, earl of 
Flanders, gave protection to Godwin and his three fonss 
Gurth, Sweyn, and Tofti; the latter of whom had mar- 
ried the daughter of that prince: Harold and Leofwin, 
two others of his fons, took fhelter in Ireland, The eftates 
of the father and fons were confifcated : Their govern- 
ments were given to others : Queen Editha was confined 
in a monaftery at Warewel: And the greatnefs of this 
family, once fo formidable, feemed* now to be totally 
fupplanted and overthrown, 

But Godwin had fixed his authority on too firm a 
bafis, and he was too ftrongly fupported by alliances 
both foreign and domeftic, not to occafion farther difturb- 
ances, and make new efforts for his re-eftablifhment. 
The earl of Flanders permitted him to purchafe and hire 
fhips within his harbours; and Godwin, having manned 
them with his followers, and with free-booters of all na- 
tions, put to fea, and attempted to make a defcent at 
Sandwich. The king, informed of his Preparations, had 
equipped a confiderable fleet, much fuperior to that of 
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C H A’P, the enemy; and the earl haftily, before their appearance, 
\ ‘ made his retreat into the Flemifh harbours’. The Eng- 
waa lith court, allured by the prefent fecurity, and deftitute 
of all vigorous counfels, allowed the feamen to difband, 
and the fleet to go to decay *; while Godwin, expecting 
this event, kept his men in readinefs for ation. He put 
to fea immediately, and failed to the Ifle of Wight, where 
he was joined by Harold with a fquadron, which that 
nobleman had colle@ed in Ireland. He was now «nafter 
of the fea; and entering every harbour in the fouthern 
coaft, he feized all the thips *, and fummoned his follow- 
ers in thofe counties, which had fo long been fubjefted 
to his government, to affift him in procuring juftice to 
himfelf, his family, and his country, againit the tyranny 
of foreigners. Reinforced by great numbers from all 
quarters, he entered the Thames; and appearing before 
London, threw every thing into confufion, The king 
alone feemed refolute to defend himfelf to the laft extre~ 
mity ; but the interpofition of the Englifh nobility, many 
of whom favoured Godwin’s pretenfions, made Edward 
hearken to terms of accommodation; and the feigned 
humility of the earl, who difclaimed all intentions of of- 
fering violence to his foyereign, and defired only to juttify 
himfelf by a fair and open trial, paved the way for his 
more eafy admiffion. It was ftipulated, that he fhould 
give hoftages for his good behaviour, and that the pri- 
mate and all the foreigners fhould be banifhed : By this 
treaty, the prefent danger of a civil war was obviated, 
but the authority of the crown was confiderably impaired, 
or rather entirely annihilated. Edward, fenfible that he 
had not power fuficient to fecure Godwin’s hoftages in 
England, fent them over to his kinfman, the young duke 
of Normandy. 
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Gopwin’s 
was fitting at table with the king, prevented him from 
farther eftablifhin g the authority which he had acquired, 
and from reducing Edward to ftill greater fubjection *, 
He was fucceeded in the government of Weffex, Su flex, 


Kent, and Effex, and iti the office of fteward of 


houfehold, a place of great power, by his fon, Harold, 
who was actuated by an ambition equal to that of his fa- 


ther, and was fuperior to him in addrefs, in infinuation, 
and in virtue. By a modeft and gentle demeanor, he ac- 
quired the good-will of Rivard, at leaft, foftened that 
hatred which the prince had fo long borne his family > ; 
and gaining every day new partizans by his bounty and 
affability, he proceeded, in a more file nt, and therefore a 
more dangerous manner, to the encreafe of | i 

The king, who had not 
pofe his progrefs, knew of no other expedient than that 
hazardous one, of raifing him a rival 


fufficient vie gour direcily to op- 


Leofric, duke of Mercia, whofe fon, Algar, was invelted 
5) > at's 
with the government of Eaft-Anglia, which, before the ba- 


nifhment of Harold, had belon; ged to the ces nobleman, 


But this policy, of balancing oppofite parties, required a 
more fteady hand to manage it than that of Edward, 
and nati urally produced, faction, and even civil broils, 
among nobles of fuch mighty and independant authority. 


J 


or 

o 
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Algar was foon after expelled his government by the in- 
trigues and power of Harold; but being protected by 
Griffith, BPRS: of Wales, who had. married his daughter, 
as well as by the power of his father, Leofric, he obliged 
ion, and was reinftated 
This. ps 


Harold to fubmit to : 


in the government of - Eaft-At 


of long duration: Harold, taking advantage of Leofric’s 
& 


ace was not 


death, which happened foon after, expelled Algar anew, 
and banifhed him the 


rdom: And though that noble- 


man made a frefh irruption into Eaft-Anglia. withsan 
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C HA P. army of Norwegians, and over-ran the country, his death 


Rsctsbteads foon freed Harold from the pretenfions of: fo dangerous a 


1055. 


rival. Edward, the eldeft fon of Algar, was tedend ad- 
vanced to the government of Mercia; but the balance, 
which the king defired to eftablifh between thofe potent 
families, was wholly loft, and the influence of. Harold 
greatly preponderated. 


Tur death of Siward, duke of Northumberland, made 
the way ftill more open to the ambition of that nobleman. 
Siward, befides his other merits, had acquired honour to 
England, by his fuccefsful conduct in the only foreign 
enterprize undertaken during the reign of Edward. Dun- 
can, king of Scotland, was a prince of a gentle difpofi- 
tion, but pofleffed not the genius requifite for governing 
a country fo turbulent, and fo much infefted by the in- 
trigues and animofities of the great. Macbeth, a power- 
ful nobleman, and nearly allied to the crown, not content 
with curbing the king's authority, carried ftill farther his 
peftilent ambition: He put his fovercign to death; chaced 
Malcolm Kenmore, his fon and heir, into England; and 
ufurped the crown. Siward, whofe daughter was mar- 
ried to Duncan, embraced, by Edward’s orders, the pro- 
tection of this diftreffed family: He marched an army 
into Scotland; and having defeated and killed Macbeth 
in battle, he reftored Malcolm to the throne of his an- 
ceftors®, This fervice, added to his former connections 
with the royal family of Scotland, brought a great accef- 
fion to the authority of Siward in the north; but as he 
had loft his eldeft fon, Ofbern, in the action with Mac- 
beth, it proved in the’iffue fatal to his family. His fe- 
cond fon, Walthoef, appeared, on his father’s death, too 
young to be entrufted with the government of Northum- 
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berland ; and Harold’s influence obtained. that dukedom ¢ eh P. 
for: his own brother 7 ofti. it 4 

THERE are two circumftances related of Siward, which 
djfcover his high fenfe of honour, and his martial difpofi- 
tion. When intelligence was brought him of his fon, 
Ofbern’s death, he was inconfolable; till he heard, that 
the wound was received in the breaft, and that he had 
behaved with great gallantry in the a@tion. When he 
found his own death approaching, he ordered his fervants 
to clothe him in a complete fuit of armour; and fitting 

rect on the couch, with a fpear in his hand, declared, 
that, in that pofture, the only one worthy of a warrior, 
he would patiently await the fatal moment, 

THE king, now worn out wit 
felt himfelf far advanced in the dec 
no iflue himfelf, began to think of appointing a fucceflor 
to the kingdom. He fent a deputation into Hungary, to 
invite over his nephew, Edward, fon of his elder bro- 
ther, and the only remaining heir of the Saxon line. 
That prince, whofe fucceffion to the crown would have 
been eafy and undifputed, came to England with his chil- 
dren, Edgar, furnamed Atheling, Margaret and Chrifti- 
na; but his death, which happened a few days after his 
arrival, threw. the king into new difficulties, He faw, 
that the great power and ambition of Harold had tempted 
him to think of obtaining pofleffion of the throne on the 
firft vacancy, and that Edgar, on account of his youth 
and inexperience, was very unfit to oppofe the preten- 
fions of fo popular and enterprifing a rival. The animo- 
fity, which he had long borne to earl Godwin, made him 


h cares and infirmities, 
line of life; and having 


averfe to the fucceffion of his fon; and he could not, 
without extreme reluctance, think of an encreafe of gran- 
deur to a family, which had rifen on the ruins of royal 
authority, and which, by the murder of Alfred, his bro- 
ther, had contributed fo much to the weakening of the 

Saxon 
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CH A P. Saxon line. In this uncertainty, he fecretly caft his eye 
(~~ towards his kinfman, William duke of Normandy; as the 


| 
: 


only perfon whofe power, and reputation, and capacity, 
could fupport any deftination which he might make in 
his favour to the exclufion of Harold, and his family}. 

Tuis famous prince was natural fon of Robert, duke 
of Normandy, by Harlotta, daughter of a tanner in Fa- 
larfe *, and was very early eftablifhed in that grandeur, 
from which his birth feemed to have fet him at fo great a 
diftance. While he was but nine years of age, his father 
had refolved to undertake a pilgrimage to Jerufalem; a 
fafhionable aét of devotion, which had taken place of the 
pilgrimages to Rome, and which, as it was attended with 
more difficulty and danger, and carried thofe religious 
adventurers to the firft fources of Chriftianity, appeared 
to them much more pious and meritorious. _ Before his 
departure, he aflembled the ftates of the dutchy ; and in- 
forming them of his defign, he engaged them to fwear 
allegiance to his natural fon, William, whom, as he had 
no legitimate iffue, he intended, in cafe he fhould die in 
the pilgrimage, to leave fucceflor to his dominions '. As 
he was a prudent prince, he could not but forefee the 
great inconveniences which muft attend this journey, and 
this fettlement of his fucceffion ; arifing from the natural 
turbulency of the great, the claims from other branches of 
the ducal family, and the power of the French monarch : 
But all thefe confiderations were furmounted by the pre- 
vailing zeal for pilgrimages™; and probably, the more 
important they were, the more would Robert exult in 
facrificing them to what he imagined to be his religious 
duty. - 

Tuts prince, as he had apprehended, died in his pil- 
grimage ; and the minority of his fon was attended with 
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all thofe diforders, which were 
that fituation, The licentio ed from the 
awe of fovereign authority, srfonal ani- 
mofities againtt each other, and made the le country 
a fcene of war and devaftation®. Roger, count of Toni, 


and Alain, count of Britanny; advanced claims to the 


dominion of the eee and Henry I. king of France, 


thought the opportunity favourable for reducing the power 


of a vaflal, who had originally acquired his fettlement in fo 


Cill 


> 
peared formidable to his fovereign®. ‘The regency efta- 
blithed by Robert encountered great difficulties in fupport 


or 


violent and invidious 2 manner, and who had long ap- 


ing the government under this complication of da 


and the young prince, when he came to 


himfelf reduced to a \ low conc 


- But the great 


qualities, 1 in the field in the 
cabinet, is friends, and ftruck a 


terror i He oppofed himfelf on all fides 


avainit foreign in- 


uct prevailed in ev rery 


a At ion 
action. 


ed the French king to grant him peace 


on reafonable terms; he e d all pretenders to the fo- 


t ? 


vereionty ; and hx 
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‘bulent barons to pay 
nd to fufpend their mutual 
animofities. The adieal feverity of his temper appeared 


ppeat 


in a rigorous adminiftration of juftice ; and having found 


of this plan o 


government, without 


which the laws in thofe a 


ec hecante terall 
S DeCante total 


y impotent, he 


that an inflexible condu& 


regarded it as a 


eH 
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was the firft duty o 
 ® y, which he had eftablithed in his do- 
minions, ind given William leifure to pay a vifit to the 


king of En during the time of Godwin’s banith- 


trang 
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-ment; and he was received in a manner fuitable to the 


great reputation which he had acquired, to the relation 
by which he was connected with Edward, and to the 
obligations which that prince owed to his family ?. On 
the return of Godwin, and the expulfion of the Norman 
favourites, Robert, archbifhop of Canterbury, had, be- 
fore his departure, perfuaded Edward to think of adopt- 
ing William as his fucceffor; a counfel, which was fa- 
menaced by the king’s averfion to Godwin, his prepoffef- 
fions towards the Nor mans, and his efteem of the duke, 
‘That prelate, therefore, reccived a commiffion to inform 
William of the king’s intentions in his favour; and he 
was the fir perfon that opened the mind of the prince 
But Edward, ir- 
refolute and feeble in his purpofe, finding that the Eng- 
lifh would more eafily acquiefce in the ceheren of the 


Saxon line, had, in the mean time, invited his brother’s 


to entertain thofe ambitious hopes 4. 


defcendants from Hungary, with a view of having them 
recognized heirs to the crown. ‘The death of his ne- 
phew, and the inexperience and unpromifing qualities of 
young Edgar, 1 made him refume his former intentions in 
favour of the duke of Normandy ; though his averfion to 
hazardous enterprizes engaged him to aise the exe- 
cution, and even to keep his Ft ee fecret from all his 
minifters. 

Haroip, mean while, proceeded, after a more open 
manner, in encreafing his popularity, in eftablifhing his 
power, and in preparing the way for his advancement on 
the firft vacancy ; an event which, from the age and. in- 
firmities of the ‘king, appeared not very diftant. - Bue 
there was ftill an obftacle, which it was requifite for him 
previouily to overcome, Earl Godwin, when reftored to 
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iis power and fortune, had given hoftages for his good CH AP, 
behaviour; ‘and among the reft one fon and o e grandfon, , ; 


whom Edward, for greater fecurity, as has been obferved, 


had configned to the cuftody of the duke of Normandy: 
Harold, though not aware of the duke’s Blix his compet 


tor, was uneafy, that fuch near relations fhould be detain 
prifoners in a foreign country ; and he was afraid, left 
William fhould, in favour of Edgar, retain thefe pledges 
as a check on the ambition of any other pretender. He 
reprefented, therefore, to the king, his unfeigned fabmif= 

fion to royal authority, his fteady duty to his prince, and 
the little neceflity there was, after fuch a uniform trial 
of his obedience, to detain any longer thofe hoftages, 
who had been required on the firft compofing of civik 
difcords. By thefe topics, enforced by kis great power; 


he extorted the king’s confent to releafe them; and in or- 
der to effectuate his purpofe, he immediately proceeded, 
with a numerous retinue, on his journey to Nonnandys 
A tempeft drove him on the territory of Guy, count of 
Ponthieu, who, being informed of his quality, immedi- 
ately detained him prifoner, and demanded an exorbitant 
fum for his ranfom. Harold found means to convey in- 
telligence of his fituation to the duke of Normandy ; and 
reprefented, that, while he was proceeding to his court, 
in execution of a commiffion from the king of England, 
he had met with this harfh treatment from the mercenary 
difpofition of the count of Ponthieu. 

WILLIAM was immediately fenfible of the importance 
of the incident. He forefaw, that, if he could once 
gain Harold, either by favours or menaces, his way to 
the throne of England would be open, and Edward would 
meet with no farther obftacle in exécuting the favourable 
intefitions, which he had entertained in his beha lf... He fent, 
therefore, a meflenger to Guy, in order to demand the 
liberty of his prifoner; and that nobleman, not daring 
to refufe fo great a prince, put Harold into the hands of 
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c ne P. the Norman, who conduéted him to Rotien. William 
i+ —— received him with every demonftration of refpeé& and 


friendfhip ; and after fhowing himfelf difpofed to com- 
ply with his defire, in delivering up the hoftages, he took 
an opportunity of difclofing to him the great fecret, of 
his pretenfions to the crown of England, and of the will 
which Edward intended to make in his favour. He de- 
fired the affiftance of Harold in perfecting that defign ; 
he made profeflions of the utmoft gratitude in return for 
fo great an obligation ; he promifed that the prefent gran- 
deur of Harold’s family, which fupported itfelf with dif- 
ficulty under the jealoufy and hatred of Edward, fhould 
receive new encreafe from a fucceflor, who would be fo 
greatly beholden to him for his advancement. Harold 
was furprized at this declaration of the duke; but being 
fenfible that he fhould never recover. his own liberty, 
much lefs that of his brother and nephew, if he refufed 
the demand, he feigned a compliance with William, re- 
nounced all hopes of the crown for himfelf, and profefled 
his fincere intention of fupporting the will of Edward, 
and feconding the pretenfions of the duke of Normandy. 
William, to bind him fafter to his interefts, befides offer- 
ing, him one of his daughters in marriage, required him 
to take an cath, that he would fulfil his promifes ; and 
in order to render that oath more obligatory, he employed 
an artifice, well fuited to the ignorance and fuperftition 
of the age. He fecretly conveyed under the altar, on 
which Harold agreed to fwear, the reliques of fome of 
the moft revered martyrs; and when Harold had taken 
the oath, he fhowed him the reliques, and admonifhed 
him to obferve religioufly an engagement, which had 
been ratified by fo tremendous a fanétion'. The Englifh 
nobleman: was aftonithed ; but diffembling his concern, 
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he renewed. the fame profeifions, and was difmifled with @ H A Ps 
all the marks of mutual confidence by the duke of Nor- ao 
mandy. 

WHen Harold found himfelf at liberty, his ambition 
fuggefted cafuiftry fufficient to juftify to him the violation 
of an oath, which had been extorted from him by fear, 
and which, if fulfilled, might be attended with the fub- 
jection of his native country to a foreign power. He 
continued ftill to practife every art of popularity ; to en- 
creafe the number of his partizans; to reconcile the 
minds of the Englifh ‘to the idea of his fucceffion ; to 
revive their hatred of the Normans ; and by an oftenta- 
tion of his power and influence, to deter the timorous 
Edward from executing his intended deftination in favour 
of William. Fortune, about this time, threw two in- 
eidents in his way, by which he was enabled to acquire 
general favour, and to encreafe the charaéter, which he 
had already attained, of virtue and ability. 

Tue Welfh, though a lefs formidable enemy than the 
Danes, had long been accuftomed to infeft the weftern 
borders: After committing fpoil on the low countries, 
they ufually made a hafty retreat into their mountains, 
where they were fheltered from the purfuit of their ene- 
mies, and were ready to feize the firft favourable oppor- 
tunity of renewing their depredations. Griffith, the 
reigning prince, had greatly diftinguifhed himfelf in thofe 
incurfions ; and his name had become fo terrible to the 
Englifh, that Harold found he could do nothing more 
acceptable to the public, and more honourable for him- 
felf, than the fuppreffing of fo dangerous an enemy. He 
formed the plan of an expedition againft Wales; and 


having prepared fome light-armed foot to purfue the na- 


tives into their faftnefles, fome cavalry to fcour the open 
country, and a fquadron of fhips to attack the fea-coaft, 
he employed at ence all thefe forces againit the Welth, 

profecuted 
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profecuted his advantages with vigour, made no intermif- 


en fion in his affaults, and at laft reduced the enemy to fuch 


diftrefs, that, in order to prevent their total deftruction; 
they made a facrifice of their prince, whofe head they cut 
off, and fent to Harold ; and they were conterit to receive 
as their fovereigns two Welfh noblemen appointed by Ed- 
ward to rule over them. The other iricident was no lefs 
honourable to Harold. 

Tosrt, brother of this nobleman, who had been created 
duke of Northumberland, being of a violent; tyran- 
nical temper, had aéted with fuch cruelty and injuttice; 
that the inhabitants rofe in rebellion; and chaced him 
from his government. Morcar and Edwin, two brothers; 
who poflefled great power in thofe parts, and who . 
were grandforis of the great duke, Leofrit, concurred in 
the infurre€tion; and the former, being elected duke, 
advanced with an army, to oppofe Harold, who was 
commiffioned by the king to reduce and chaftife the Nor- 
thumbrians. Before the armies came to action, Morcar, 
well acquainted with the generous difpofition of the Eng- 
lifh commander, endeavoured to juftify his own conduct. 
He reprefented to Harold, that Tofti had behaved in a 
manner unworthy of the ftation to which he was advanced, 
and no one, not even a brother, could fupport fuch 
tyranny, without participating, in fome degree, of the 
infamy attending it ; ‘that the Narthumbrians, accuftomed 
to a legal adminiftration, and regarding it as their birth- 
right, were willing to fubmit to the king, but required a 
governor who would pay regard to their rights and privi- 
leges ; that they had been taught by their anceftors, that 
death was preferable to fervitude, and had come to the 
field determined to perifh, rathet than fuffer a renewal of 
thofe indignjties, to which they had fo long been expofed ; 
and they trufted, that Harold, on refleftion, would not 
defend in another that violent conduét; from which hé 
himfelf, in his own government, had always kept at fo 

great 
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Preat a diftance. This vigorous remonftrance was aé-C H A P, 
companied with fuch a detail of facts, fo well fupported, , hs ) 
that Harold found it prudent to abandon his brother’s 
caufe; and returning to Edward, he perfuaded him to 
pardon the Northumbrians, and to confirm Morcar in the 
government. He even married the fifter of that noble 
man‘; and by his intereft procured Edwin, the younger 
brother, to be eleéted into the government of Mercia, 
Tofti in a rage departed the kingdom, and took thelter in 
Flanders with earl Baldwin, his father-in-law, 

By this marriage, Harold broke all meafures with the 
duke of Normandy; and William clearly perceived, that 
he could no longer rely on the oaths and promifes, which 
he had extorted from him.. But the Englith nobleman 


5 


was now in fuch a fituation, that he deemed it no 
longer neceflary to diflemble. He had, in his condué 
towards the Northumbrians, given fuch a fpecimen 
of his moderation as had gained him the affeGtions of 
his countrymen. He faw, that almoft all England was 
engaged in his interefts; while he himfelf poffeffed the 
government of Weflex, Morcar that of Northumberland, 
and Edwin that of Mercia. He now openly afpired to 
the fucceflion ; and infifted, that, fince it was neceflary, 
by the confeffion of all, to fet afide the royal family, on 
account of the imbecility of Edgar, the fole furviving heir, 
there was no one fo capable of filling the throne, as a 
nobleman, of great power, of mature age, of long expe- 
fience, of approved courage and ability, who, being. a 
native of the kingdom, would effectually fecure it againit 
Db 


the deminion and tyranny of foreigners, Edward, broken 
with age and infirmities, faw the dificulties too great for 
him to encounter ; and though his inveterate prepofieffions 
kept him from feconding the pretenfions of Harold, he 
took but feeble and irrefolute fteps for fecuring: the fuc- 
ceflion to the duke of Normandy *, While he continued 
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c poe P. in this uncertainty, he was furprifed by ficknefs, which 

| iH——/ brought him to his grave, on. the fifth of January 1066, 

| in the fixty-fifth year of his age, and twenty-fifth of his 
reign. 

‘Furs prince, to whom the monks gave the title of 

faint and confeflor, was the laft of the Saxon line, that 

ruled in England. Though his reign ‘was peaceable 


i and fortunate, he owed his profperity lefs to his own abi- 


lity than to the conjuntures of the times. ‘The Danes, 
employed in other enterprizes, attempted not thofe incur- 
fions, which had been’ fo troublefome to all his predecef- 


i} fors, and fatal to fome of them. ‘The facility of his 
| 


; 4 ; , J 
difpofition made him acquiefce under the government of 


jt | 
iH Godwin, and his fon Harold; and the abilities, as well 


wo ace 


| as the power of thefe noblemen, enabled them, while 

they were entrufted with authority, to preferve domettic 

peace and tranquillity. The moft commendable circum- 

ftance of Edward’s government was his attention to the 

\ adminiftration of juftice, and his compiling for that pur- 
pofe a body of laws, which he collected from the laws of 
Ethelbert, Ina, and Alfred. This compilation, though 
now loft (for the laws that pafs under Edward’s name 
were compofed afterwards") was long the obje& of 
affection to the Englifh nation. 

Epwarp the Confeflor was the firft that touched for 
the king’s evil: ‘The opinion of his fan@ity procured be- 
lief to this cure among the people: His fucceflors regard- 
ed it as a part of their ftate and grandeur to uphold the 
fame opinion. It has been continued down to our time; 

7 ~ -and the praGtice:was firft dropped by the prefent royal 
family, who obferved, that it could no lenger give amaze- 
ment even to the populace, and was attended with ridi- 
cule in the eyes of all men of underftanding. 


« Spelm, in verbo Belliva, 
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( AROLD had fo well prepared matters before the 1066. 
death of Edward, that he immediately ftepped January. 

into the vacant throne; and his acceffion was attended 

Vie with as little oppofition and difturbance, as if he had fuc- 

, ceeded by the moft undoubted hereditary title. The citi- 

zens of London were his zealous partizans : The bifhops 

and clergy had adopted his caufe: And all the powerful 

nobility, connected with him by alliance or friendfhip; 

willingly feconded his pretenfions. The title of Edgar 

Atheling, was {carcely mentioned : Much lefs, the claini 

of the duke of Normandy: And Harold, aflembling his 

partizans, received the crown from their hands, without 

waiting for the free deliberation of the ftates, or regularly 


fubmitting the queftion to their choice or determina 
tion %. If any were averfe to this refolution, they 
were obliged to conceal their fentiments; and the new 
prince, taking a general filence for confent, and founds 
ing his title on the fuppofed fuffrages of the people, 
which appeared unanimous; was, on the day iminediately 
fucceeding Edward’s death, crowned and anointed King, 
by Aldred, archbifhop of York. The whole nation 
feemed joyfully to acquiefce in his elevation. 

Tue firft fymptoms of danger, which the king difco- 
vered, came from abroad, and from his own brother, 
Tofti, who had fubmitted to a voluntary banifhment in 
Flanders, Enraged at the fuccefsful ambition of Harold, 
f to which he himfelf had fallen a victim, he filled the court 
a“ of Baldwin with complaints of the injuftice, which he had 


W G. Pi&, p. 196, Ypod. Neuf. p. 436. Order. Vitalis, p, 492. 
M. Weft, p, 221, W. Malm. p, 93. Ingulf, p. 68. Brompton, p. 957. 
Knyghton; p. 2339. H. Hunt. p.21c. Many of the hiftorians fey, that 
: Harold was regularly elected by the ftates : Some, that Edward left him his 
fucceifor by will, 
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€ HAP. fuffered: He engaged thei intereft of that family againft his 


TH. 
eee! 


brother: He ieained ‘to form intrigues with fome of 
the difcontented nobles in England: He get his emiffaries 
to Norway, in order to rouze to arms the free-booters of 
that kingdom, and to excite their hopes of reaping advantage 
from the unfettled ftate of affairs on the ufurpation of thie 


ew king: And that he might re nder the combination 


more formidable, he made a journey to Normandy; in 
expectation that the duke, who had married Matilda, 


another daughter of Baldwin, would, in revenge of his 


own injuries, as well as thofe of ‘T’o econd, by his 
counfels ang fore J 
Tue-d } {t received intel- 
ligence 
> but that he 
setantaus » he fent 
hat prince with his 
refizn immedi- 
| replied to the 
vith which he was 
the well-grounded fear 
on, be regarded 
niffion, either from 
r the fates of England, who alone ‘could 
rown, to m 
e duke of Normandy; and if he, a private: perfon, 
had affumed fo m thority, and had-even voluntarily 
fworn to fupport the duke’s pre ) he oath was un- 
lawful, and it was his duty to eae the firft opportunity 
of breaking it; That he had obtained the crown by the 
unanimous fuffrages of the people ; and fhould prove him- 
felf totally ours of their favour, did he not ftrenuoufly 
maintain thofe national liberties, with which’ they. had 
entrufted him ; And that the duke, 


® Orders, Vitalis, p. 49 
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tempt by force of arms, fhould experience the power of C ah © 
an united nation, conducted by a prince, who, fen tible wy 
of the Ghintaslon: 


was determined, that the fame moment { 


impofed on hit by his royal dis 


7 hi ota TEL Awe Rie y 
riod to his life > his eovernment ¥. 


a Pas iG: “anand +t ~ 
furs anfwer was’no other t 


n William expected ; 


fixed his: re 


and he had ‘previonfly 


ution of making an 


attempt upon 5 anid Confulting only his cast 


his refentment, = “ ambition, ke overlooked all the 


difficulties, infer e from an attack on a great — 
dom by fuch so faite and-he { 


ftances, which would facilitate his 


He con- 
fidered, that England,. ever fince the acceffion of Canute, 


had enjoyed profound tranquillity, during a period of near 
Oye ft i y> 


: pew = oe | ne ome | a 
fifty years; and it would require time for its foldiers, en- 
J 


ervated by long peace, to learn difcipline, and its generals 


S i 


experience, . He knew, that it. was enti 


‘ly unprovided 
with fortified towns, by which it could prolong the war; 


but muft venture its whole fo; 


in one decifive ation 
afte 


againft a veteran enemy, who, being once or_of the 


lai 


field, would be in a con 


rold h he } £e of yi 
rola, th oug h had oiy en prooss OF vigour 


and bravery, had newly mounted a 


tion to.over-run the kingdom. 


+ 


He fan w that 


throne, which he had 


acquired by faction, from which he had excluded a very 


ancient royal family, and which was likely to totter under 


himk 


country, and leaving 
would aftonifh the enemy by the bold 


enter- 
ptize, would i 
them to fuftain the r 
THE Normans 
valour among all the European poe. had at this time 
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attained to the higheft pitch of military glory. Befides ae« 
quiring by arms fuch a noble territory in France, befides 
defending it againft continual attempts of the French 
monarch and all its neighbours, befides exerting many 
acts of vigour under their prefent fovereign ; they. had, 
about this very time, revived their ancient fame, by. the 
moft hazardous exploits, and the moft wonderful fuc- 
ceffes, in the other extremity of Europe. A few Nor- 
man adyenturers in Italy had acquired fuch an afcendant, 
not only over the Italians and Greeks, but the Germans 
and Saracens, that they expelled thofe foreigners, pro- 
cured’ to themfelves ample eftablifhments, and: laid the 
foundation of the opulent kingdom of Naples and Sicily %. 
‘Thefe enterprizes of men, who were all of them vaffals 
in Normandy, many of them banifhed for faction and 
rebellion, excited the ambition of the haughty William ; 
who difdained, after fuch examples of fortune and valour, 
to be deterred from making an attack on a neighbouring 
country, .where he could be fupported by the whole force 
of his principality. 

THE fituation alfo of Europe infpired William with 
hopes, that, befides his brave Normans, he might employ 
againft England the flower of the military force, which 
was difperfed in all the neighbouring ftates, France, 
Germany, and the Low Countries, by the progrefs of the 
feudal inflitutions, were divided and fubdivided into many 
principalities and baronies; and the poffeffors, enjoying 
the civil jurifdiction within themfelves, as well as the 
right of arms, acted, in many refpects, as independant 
fovereigns, and maintained their propertics and privileges, 
lefs by the authority of laws, than by their own force and 
valour. A military fpirit had univerfally diffufed itfelf 
througt 
were € 


out Europe; and the feveral leaders, whofe minds, 


i 
? 


evated by their princely fituation, greedily em- 


‘ 
z Gul, Gemet. lib, 7, cap. 30. 


braced 
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Braced the moft hazardous entérprizes, arid being accu © ae P, 
tomed' to néthing frem their infancy but recitals of the coy” 
fuccefs attending wars and battles, théy were’ prompted 
by a’ natural ambition to imitate thofe adventures, which 
they heard fo much celebrated, and which were fo much 
exaggerated by the credulity of the age. United, how- 
ever loofely, by their duty to one fuperior lord, and by 
their coniiéxions with the great body of the community, 
to’ which they belonged, they defired to fpread their fame 
each beyond his’ own diftri&t; arid in all aflemblies, whe- 
thér’ inftituted for civil déliberations, for military expe-" 
ditions;-or merely for thow and entertainment, to outfhine 
each’ other by the reputation of ftrength and prowefs. 
Hence their genius for chivalry ; hence their impatience 
of peace anil tranquillity ;» and hence their readinefs to 
embark in any dangerous entérprize, how little fcever 
ifiterefted in’ its failure or fuccefs, 
WiLriaM, by his power, his courage, and his abili- 


ties, had‘ long maintained a pre-eminence among thofe 
haughty chieftains; and every one who defired to figna- 
lize himfelf by his addrefs in military exercifes, or his 
valour in action, had been ambitious of acquiring a repu- 
tation in the court and in the armies of Normandy. 


Entertained with that hofpitality and courtefy, which 


diftinguifhed the age, they had formed attachments to 
the prince, and greedily attended to the profpects of glory 


and advantage, which hé promifed them in return. for 
their concurrence in an expedition againft England. ‘The 
more grandeur there appeared in the attempt, the more it 
fuited their romantic fpirit: The fame of the intended 
ifivafion was already diffufed every wl ] 

crowded to tender to the duke their fervice, with that of 


their vaflals and retainers? : And \ W ill m found lef dif. 
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c Be P. veteran and experienced forces, and in rejecting the offers 
heeryae? Of thofe, who were impatient to acquire fame under fo 
renowned a leader. 

BesipEs thefe advantages, which William owed to 
his perfonal valour and good conduct; he was indebted 
to fortune for procuring him fome affiftance, and alfo for 
removing many obftacles, which it was natural for him 
to expect in an undertaking, in which all his neighbours 
were. fo deeply interefted. Conan, count of Britanny, 
was his mortal enemy: In order to throw a damp upon 
the duke’s enterprize, he chofe this conjuncture for reviv- 
ing his claim to Normandy itfelf; and he required, that, 
in, cafe of William’s fuccefs againft England, the pof+ 
feflion of that dutchy might devolve to him, But Co- 
nan died fuddenly after making this demand; and Hoel, 
his fucceflor, inftead of adopting the malignity, or more 
properly fpeaking, the prudence of his predeceflor, zea- 
loufly feconded the duke’s views, and fent his eldeft fon, 
Alain Fergant, to ferve under him with a body of five 
thoufand Bretons. The counts of Anjou and of Flan- 
ders encouraged their fubjects to engage in the expedi- 
tion; and even the court of France, though it might 


juftly fear the aggrandizement of fo dangerous a vaflal, 


purfued not its interefts on this occafion with fufficient 
vigour and refolution. Philip I. the reigning monarch, 
was a minor; and William, having communicated his 
project to the council, having defired affiftance, and 
offered to do homage, in cafe of his fuccefs, for the crown 
of England, was indeed openly ordered to lay afide all 
thoughts of the enterprize ; but the carl of Flanders, his 
father-in-law, being at the head of the regency, favoured 
under-hand his levies, and fecretly encouraged the adven- 
turous nobility to inlift under the ftandard of the duke of 
Normandy, 


& Gul, Gemet, lib. 7. cap, 93. 
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‘THE emperor, Henry oa befides openly: g giving all = CHAP, 
vaflals permiffion to embark in this expedition, which ee 
much engaged the attention al Europe, promifed his.pro= 
teétion to the dutchy of ' Normandy during the abfence of 
the prince, and thereby enabled him to emp] oy his whole 
force in the invafion of England ¢.: But the moft import- 


ant ally, whom William gained by his negotiations, was 


the pope, who had a mighty influence over the ancient 
barons, no lefs deyout in their religious principles than 
valorous in their military enterprizes. The Roman pon- 
tiff, after an infenfible progrefs during feveral ages of 
darknefs. and ignorance, began now to lift his heac 
openly above all the princes of Europe; to affume the 


office of a mediator, or even an arbiter, in the quarrels 


of the greateft monarchs; to interpofe in all fecular 
affairs ; and to obtrude his dictates as fovereign laws on 
his obfequious difciples, It was a fufficient motive to 
Alexander II. the reigning pope, for embracing Wil- 
Jiam’s quarrel, that he alone had made an appeal to his 
tribunal, and rendered him umpire of the difpute between 
him and Harold ; but there were other advantages, which, 
that pontiff fore Livy muft refult from the conqueft of 
England by the Norman arms. “That kingdom, though 
at firft converted by Romifh miffionaries, ch it had 
afterwards advanced fome farther fteps towards fubjeétion 


to Rome, maintained ftill a.confiderable independance 


in its ecclefiaftical adminiftration ; and forming a world 
within itfelf, entirely feparated from the reft of Europe, it 
had hitherto proved inacceffible to thefe exorbitant claims, 


which fupported 1 


andeur of the papacy, Alexander, 
therefore, hoped, that the French and Norman barons, 
if fuccefsful in their enterprize, might import into that 
country a more devoted reyerence to the holy fee, and 
bring the Englifh churches to a nearer confor salty with 


thofe of the continent, He declared immediat ely in 


¢ Gul, Pid. p. 198, 
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CH AP. favourof William’s'claim ;- pronounced Harold'a perjured 


uw ufurper; denounced excommunication againft him’ and 


his adherents; and the more to’ encourage’ the duke of 
Normandy in his enterprize, he’ fent: him’a confecrated 
banner, and a ring with orie of St. Peter’s hairs in it*. 
’Fhus' were all the ambition’ and violence of that invafion 
covered over fafely with the broad mantle of religion. 
THe greateft difficulty, which Willian’ had to encoun- 
ter in his preparations, arofe from’ his own fubjeéts in 
Normandy. The ftates of the dutchy were affembled at 
Lifleébonne; and fupplics being demanded for the intended 
enterprize, which promifed fo much glory and advantage 
to their country, there appeared a reluctance in many 
members, both to grant fums fo much beyond the com- 
mon meafure of taxes in that age, and to fet a precedent 
of performing their military fervice at a diftance from their 
own country. The duke, finding it dangerous to folicit 
them in a body, conferred feparately with the richeft per~ 


fons in the province;. and beginning with thofe whofe- 


affections he moft relied. on, he gradually engaged all-of 
then? to. advance the fums.demanded. The count of 
Longueville feconded:him in this negotiation’; as'did the 
countof Mortaigne, Odo bifhop of Baieux, and efpeci- 
ally William Fitz-Ofborne, count of Bretetiil, and con- 
flable of the dutchy. Every perfon, when he himfelf was 
once engaged, endeavoured to. bring over others; and at 
laft the ftates themfelves, after ftipulating that this con- 
ceffion-fhould be no precedent, voted, that they would 
afi their prince to the utmoft in his intended enter- 
prize. 

Witriam had now aflembled a fleet of 3000 veflels, 
great and fmall‘, and had {elected an army of 60,000 


¢ Camden. ‘ntrod. ad Britann 
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men: from. among. thofe. numerous fupplies, whtich.ffom © H’ A’ P, 
every quarter folicited!te:be received:intoshis:fervices, The wy 
samp bore a fplendid;. yetia saat appearance, fromm the: 
difcipline:of the men, tite vigor ofi the horfes, the Juftre 
of the arms, and‘ atcoutrements: of botln; but above all} 
from the high names: off nobility: who erigaged under the 
banners of the-duke of Normandy, The moft:celebrated: 
were Euttace, count of Boulogne; Aimeri: de; Thouars; 
Hugh d@’Eftaples, William d’?Evreux, Geoffrey de: Ro= 
trou, Roger de. Beaumont;, William deWarenne, Roger 
de Montgomeri; Hugh de:Grantmefnil, Charles: Martelj 
and: Geoffrey. Giffard s. To -thefe bold chieftains: Wil- 
liam held up:the:fpoils. of England: as: the: prize of their 
valour ;. and pointing: to the oppofite fRere;. called: to 
them, that ere was.the field, on:which they mutt ere& 
trophies to their name, and:fix their eftablifhments, 

Write he was-making- thefé mighty preparationsy the’ 
duke, that he might’ encreafe. the» number of Harold’s 
enemies, excited the: inveterate rancour of Tofti; and! 
encouraged him,, in coneert with-Harold Halfager, king: 
of Norway, to infeft the-coafts-of England:. Toftiy-Hav« 
ing collected about fixty-veffels-in the ports: of Flanders, 
put to fea; and after committing fome depredations onthe 
fouth and eaft coafts, he failed: to Northumberlandj. and 
was there joined by: Halfager;. who: came. over with a 
great' armament of three hundred fail: The combined 
fleets entered the Humber, and difembarked:the troops, 
who- began to extend- their. depredations: on» all fides; 
when Morcar earl of Northumberland, and Edwin earl 
of Mercia, the king’s brothers-in-law, having” haftily 

collected fome forces, ventured to give them battle. The 
action ended in the defeat and flight of thefe two-noble- 
men, 
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Harotup, informed -of this defeat, haftened with an 


Loy army to the protection of his people; and exprefled the 


September 
25: 


utmoft ardour to fhow himfelf worthy of the crown, 
which had been conferred upon him. This prince, 
though he was not fenfible of the full extent of his dan- 
ger, from the great combination againft him, had em- 
ployed every art of popularity to acquire the affections of 
the public ; and he gave fo many proofs of an equitable 
and prudent adminiftration, that the Englifh found no 
reafon to repent the choice which they had made of a 
fovereign. They flocked from all quarters to join his 
ftandard ; and as foon as he reached the enemy at Stand- 
ford, he found himfelf in a condition to give them 
battle. The action was bloody ; but the victory was de- 
cifive on the fide of Harold, and ended in the total rout of 
the Norvegians, together with. the death of Tofti and 
Halfager. Even the Norvegian fleet fell into the hands 
of Harold; who had the generofity to give prince Olave, 
the fon of Halfager, his liberty, and allow him to depart 
with twenty veflels. But he had fcarcely time to rejoice 
for this victory, when he received intelligence, that the 
duke of Normandy was landed with a great army in the 
fouth of England. 

Tue Norman fleet and army had been affembled, early 
in the fummer, at the mouth of the {mall river Dive, and 
all the troops had been inftantly embarked; but the winds 
proved long contrary, and detained them in. that har- 
bour.. The authority, however, of the duke, the good 
difcipline maintained among the feamen and foldiers, and 
the great care of fupplying them with provifions, had 
prevented any diforder; when at laft the wind became 
favourable, and enabled them to fail along the coaft, till 
they reached St. Valori. There were, however, feveral 
veffels loft in this fhort paflage ; and as the winds again 
proved contrary, the army began to imagine, that heaven 

had 


ag 
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had declared againft them, and that, notwithftanding the C H A P. 


pope’s benediction, they were deftined to certain deftruc- 
tion. Thefe bold warriors, who defpifed real dangers, were 
very fubjeét to the dread of imaginary ones ; and many 
of them began to mutiny, fome of them even to defert 
their colours; when the duke, in order to fupport their 
drooping hopes, ordered a proceffion to be made with the 
reliques of St. Valori*, and prayers to be faid for more 
favourable weather. The wind inftantly changed ; and 
as this incident happened on the eve of the feaft of St- 
Michael, the tutelar faint: of Normandy, the foldiers, 
fancying they faw the hand of heaven in all thefe concur- 
ring circumftances, fet out with the greateft alacrity : 
They met with no oppofition on their paflage: A creat 
fleet, which Harold had affembled, and which had cruized 
all fummer off the Ifle of Wight, had been difmiffed, on 
his receiving falfe intelligence, that William, difcouraged 
by contrary winds and other accidents, had laid afide his 
preparations. The Norman armament, proceeding in 
great order, arrived, without any material lofs, at Peven- 
fey in Suflex; and the army quietly difembarked. The 
duke himfelf, as he leaped on fhore, happened to ftumble 
and fall; but had the prefence of mind to turn the omen 
to his advantage, by calling aloud, that he had taken pof- 
feffion of the country. And a foldier, running to a neigh- 
bouring cottage, plucked fome thatch, which, as if giving 
him feizine of the kingdom, he prefented to his general. 
The joy and alacrity of William and his whole army 
was fo great, that they were nowife difcouraged, even 
when they heard of Harold’s great victory over the Nor- 
vegians : They feemed rather to wait with impatience the 
arrival of the enemy. 

THE victory of Harold, though great and honourable, 
had proved in the main prejudicial to his interefts, and 
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¢ is P. may be regarded as the immediate cauféiof this ruin. He 

wae loft many-of his braveft officers and ‘foldier's in the action; 
and he difgufted the eft, by refufing to diftribute the 
Norvegian fpoils among them: A eonduct which was 

| little agreeable to his ufual generefity of temper; but 

t which his defire of {paring the people, in. the war that 

Vy impended over him from the duke of Normandy, had 

probably occafioned.. He haftened by quick marches to j 

reach this new invader; but though he was reinforced at. 4 

London and other places with freth troops, he found him- 

Hl felf alfo weakened by the defertion of his old foldiers, 

who from fatigue and difcontent fecretly withdrew from 5 

their colours. His brother Gurth, a man of bravery and 

conduct, began to entertain apprehenfions of the event; 

and remonftrated with the king, that it would be better 

policy to prolong the war, or at leaft, to {pare his own 

perfon in the action. He urged to him, that the defpe- 

rate fituation of the duke of Normandy made it requifite 

for that prince to bring matters to a fpeedy decifion, and 

put his whole fortune on the iffue of a battle; but that 

the king of England, in his own country, beloved by his 

fubjects, provided with every fupply, had more certain 

and lefs dangerous means of enfuring to himfelf the vic- 


tory: ‘That the Norman troops, elevated on the one hand 
with the higheft hopes, and feeing, on the other, no te- 
fource in cafe of a difcomfiture, would fight to the laft 
i @ extremity ; and being the flower of all the warriors of the 
i | continent, muft be regarded as formidable to the Enolifh: 
a | That if their firft fire and fpirit, which is always moft i 
i dangerous, were allowed to languifh for want of aétion ; } 
a i | | if they were harafled with fmall {Kirmifhes, ftraitened in ip 
. @ provifions, and fatigued with the bad weather and deep $ 
{ roads during the winter-feafon, which was approaching, i 
| they muft fall an eafy and a bloodlefs prey to their enemy: : 
ae That if a general ation were delayed, the Englifh, fén- i 
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fible of the imminent denger, to which their properties, © Mag PR, 
as well as liberties, were expofed from thefe rapacious in- omyemed 
vaders, would haften from all quarters to his affiftance, 

and would render his army invincible: That, at leaft, 

he thought it neceflary to hazard a battle, he ought not 


to expofe his own perfon; but referve, in cafe of difaftrous 


accidents, fome refource to the liberty and independance 
of the kingdom: And that having once been fo unfortu~ 
nate, as to be conftrained to fwear, and that upon the 
holy reliques, to fupport the pretenfions of the duke of 
Normandy, it were better that the command of the army 
fhould be entrufted to another, who, not being bound by 


Dak Ses Se ee 


thofe facred ties, might give the foldiers more affured 


hopes of a profperous iffue to the quarrel. 


HAROLD was deaf to all thefe remonftrances: Elated 


with his paft profperity, as well as ftimulated by his na- 


tive courage, he refolved to give battle in perfon; and 


for that purpofe, he drew near to the Normans, who had 
> > 

removed their camp and fleet to Haftings, where they 

fixed their quarters. He was fo confident of fuccefs, that 

he fent a meflage to the duke, promifing him a fum of 
& » P g 


a 
\ 
1 
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money, if he would depart the kingdom without effufion 
of blood: But his offer was rejected with difdain ; and 

William, not to be behind with his enemy in vaunting, 
fent him a meflage by fome monks, requiring him either 
to refign the kingdom, or to hold it of him in fealty, or 
to fubmit their caufe to the arbitration of the pope, or 
at the 


chain AoE 
their dit 


to fight him in fingle combat. Harold replied, 
God of battles would foon be the arbiter of all t 
ferences ‘, 

Tue Enelith and Nor ‘mans now prepared themifelves y 41h Oc. 
for this important decifion ; but the afpe@ of things, on tober, 
the night before the battle, was very different in the two 
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CHA P.camps. The Englifh fpent the time in riot, and jollity, 


Iil, 


wyrr and diferdei, the Normans in filence, and in prayer, and 


in the other functions of their religion *.. On the morn- 
ing, the duke called together the moft confiderable of his 
commanders, and made them a fpeech fuitable to the oc- 
cafion. He reprefented to them, that the event, which 
they and he had long wifhed for, was approaching; the 
whole fortune of the war now. depended on their fwords, 
and would be decided:in/a fingle action :. That never army 
had greater motives for exerting a vigorous courage, whe- 
ther they celia the prize which would attend their 


victory, or the inevitable deftruction which muft enfue 
upon their difcomfiture:, That if their martial and vete- 
ran bands could once break thofe raw foldiers, who had 
rafhly dared to approach them, they conquered a king- 
dom at one blow, and were juftly entitled to all its ines 
fefions as the reward of their profperous valour: That, 
on the contrary, if they remitted in the leaft their wonted 
prowefs, an enraged enemy hung upon their rear, the fea 


met them in their retreat, and an ist 10minious death w 


> 


al 


a a 
Gice. = 


‘That by colle&ting fo numerous and brave a hoft, he had 
enfured every human means of congueft; and. the com- 


the certain punifhment of their 


cowar 


mander of the SSP iy by his criminal conduct, had given 
him, juft caufe to hope for the favour of the Almighty. in 
whofe hands alone lay the event of wars and battles: And 
that a perjured ufurper, anathematized: by the fovereign 
ponti®, and confcious of his own breach of faith, would 
be ftruck with terror on their appearance, and would 
prognofticate to himfelf that fate which his multiplied 
crimes had fo juftly merited’. The duke next divided 
his army into three lines: The firft, headed by Mont- 
gomery, confifted of archers and light armed infantry : 


k W. Malm. p. tor. De Geft. Angl, p. 332e ' 1 H. Hunt, p. 368. 
Brompton, p.g59- Gul, Piét, p. 201. : 


The 
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The fecond, commanded by Martel, was coi mpofed of his 
bravett battalions, heavy armed, aba ranzed:in clofe or- 
det: 


the third line's and were fo difpofed, that they ftretched 


His cavalry, at whofe head he placed himfelf, formed 


beyond the infantry, and fanked’each wing of the ar- 


my". He ordered the final ot batle'to be civen; and the 


Whole army, moving at the Hymn or 


% 
i 


p 
fone of Roland ne", ad- 


vas 
> tne 


vanced, in order and with al 
HaAroxp had feized the advantag 


and rege 8 likewife drawn fome trenc hes to fecute his 


s the i 


efolved to ftand upon the « fenhve, and to 
avoid ail aes én with the cavalry, +n which he was infe- 


rior. ‘Che Kentifh men were 


van; a polt 


which they had always claimed as their due: The Lon- 
doners guarded t he ftandard: And the king himéfelf, ac- 
companied by his two valiant brothers, Gurth and Leof- 
win, difmounting, pla ed himfelf at the head of his in- 
fantry, and ex prefied his refolui ution to conqueror to perifh 
in, the action. The fart attack of the Normans was def- 
perate, but was received with Road valour by the Eng- 
lith ;/and ‘after a furious combat, which sarees long 
undecided, the former, overcome by the difficulty of the 
ground, att Hid’ hard prefled by the enemy, began firft 


#6 relax the 


ir vigour, then to retreat; and confufion 


was {prea among the ranks ; when William, who 
found himfelt 
a fele@ band, to the relief 

bij 


prefence reftored the action ; the Englifh were obliged to 


on the brink of deftruction, haftened with 
of his difmayed forces. His 


retire with lofs; and the duke ordering his fecond line 
to advance, renewed the attack with frefh forces and with 


redoubled courage. Finding, that the enemy, aided by 


m Gul. PiG, 20%. Order. Vital. p. 507- n W. Malnis ps 10% 
Higien, p, 286. Matth. Wet. p.223- Du Gange’s Gloffary in verbo Can- 
filena. Rolandi, 
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the adyantage of ground, and animated-by the example of 


teenaee their prince, {till made a vigorous refiftance, he tried.a 


SP vege 
| 
| 
| 


firatagem, which was very delicate in its management, 
but which feemed advifeable in his defperate fituation, 
where, if he gained not a decifive victory, he was totally 
undone: He commanded his troops to make a hafty re- 
treat, and to allure the enemy from their ground by the 
appearance of flight. The artifice fucceeded againft thefe 
unexperienced foldiers, who, heated by the action and fan- 
guine in their hopes, precipitately followed the Normans 
into the plain. William gave orders, that at once the 
infantry fhould face about upon their purfuers, and the 
cavalry make an affault upon their wings, and both of 
them purfue the advantage, which the furprize and terror 
of the enemy mutt give them in that critical and decifive 
moment. ‘The Englifh were repulfed with great flauch- 
ter, and driven. back to the hill; where, being rallied 
again by the bravery of Harold, they were able, notwith- 
ftanding their lofs, to maintain the poft and continue the 
combat. ‘The duke tried the fame ftratagem a fecond 
time with the fame fuccefs; but even after this double 
advantage, he ftill found a great body of the Englifh, 
who, maintaining themfelyes-in firm < array, feemed de- 
te sonnes to difpute the sige to the laft extremity. He 


~ ordered his-he cavy armed infa untry to make an affault upon 


them; while his archers, placed behind, fhould gall the 
enemy, who were expofed by the fituation of the ground, 
and who were intent in defending themfelves againft the 
fwords and fpcars of the afbilants, By this difpofition 
he at laft prevailed: Harald was flain b y an arrow, while 
he was combating with great brayery at the head of his 
men: His two brothers fhared the fame fate: And the 
Englith, difcouraged by the fall of thofe princes, gave 
1 


ground on all fides, and were purfuec 


with great flaugh- 
ter by the victorious Normans, A few troops however 


of 
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of the vanquifhed had (till the courage to turn upon their Cc in P. 
purfuers ; and attacking them in deep and miry ground, W-~—y 
obtained fome revenge for the flaughter and difhonour of 
the day. But the appearance of the duke obliged them 
to feek their fafety by flight ; and darknefs faved them 
from any farther purfuit by the encmy. 

Tus was gained by William, duke of Normandy, 
the great and decifive victory of Haftings, after a battle 
which was fought from morning till funfet, and which 
feemed worthy, by the heroic feats of valour difplayed 
by both armies and by both commanders, to decide the 
fate of a mighty kingdom. William had three horfes 
killed under him; and there fell near fifteen thoufand 
men on the fide of the Normans: The lofs was ftill more 
confiderable on that of the vanquifhed ; befides the death 
of the king and his two brothers. The dead body of 
Harold was brought to William, and was generoufly re- 
ftored without ranfom to his mother. The Norman army 
left not the field of battle without giving thanks to heaven, 
in the moft folemn manner, for their victory : And the 
prince, having refrefhed his troops, prepared to pufh to the 
utmoft his advantage againft the divided, difmayed, and 
difcomfited Englifh. 


AP: PEN Dek x eI. 


The ANGLO-SAXON GovERNMENT and 
MANNERS. 


Firft Saxon government——Succeffion of the Kings — 
The Wittenagemot The ariftocracy The 
feveral orders of men Courts of jufiice 
Criminal law —— Rules of proof —~ Military 
force—— Public revenue ——Value of money 
Manners. 


HE government of the Germans, and that of all Appendix 
the northern nations, who eftablifhed themfelves 
on the ruins of Rome, was always extremely free ; and 
thofe fierce people, aceuftomed to independance and enured 


f 


fion than authority, 


to arms, were more guided by perfua 
in the fubmifion which they paid to their princes:* The 
military defpotifm, which had taxen place in the Roman 
empire, and which, previoully to the jrruption of thofe 
conquerors, had fank the genius of men, and deftroyed 
every noble principle of fcience and virtue, was unable to 
refift- the vigorous efforts of a free people ; and Europe, 
as from a new epoch, rekindled her ancient. fpirit, and 
fiook off the bafeTervitude to arbitrary will and authority, 
under which fhe had fo long laboured. . The free confti- 
tutions then eftablifhed, however impaired by the encroach- 
nents of fuceeeding princes, ftill-preferve an air of inde~ 
pendance and Segal adminifration, which ditinguifh the 
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European nations ; and if that part of the globe main~ 
tain fentiments of liberty, honour, equity, and valour 
fuperior to the reft of mankind, it owes thefe advantages 
chiefly to the feeds implanted by thofe generous barba~ 
rians. 

Tue Saxons, who fubdued Britain, as they enjoyed 
great liberty in their own country, obftinately retained 
that invaluable poffeffion in their new fettlement; and 
they imported into this ifland the fame principles of inde- 
pendance, which they had inherited from their anceftors. 
‘The chieftains (for fuch they were, more properly than 
kings or princes) who commanded them in thofe military 
expéditions, ftillpoflefled a very limited authority ; and 
as the Saxons exterminated, rather than fubdued the an-~ 
cient inhabitants, they were indced tranfplanted into a 
new territory, but preferved unaltered all their civil and 
military inftitutions. The language was pure Saxon ; 
even the names of places, which often remain while the 
tongue entirely changes, were almoft all affixed by the 
new conquerors ; the manners and cuftoms were wholly 
German ; and the fame picture of a fierce and bold liberty, 
which is drawn by the mafterly pencil of Tacitus, will 
fuit thofe founders of the Englifh government. ‘The 
king, fo far from being invefted with arbitrary power, 
was only confidered as the firft among the citizens ; his 
authority depended more on his perfonal qualities than on 
his ftation; he was even fo far on a level with the people, 
that a ftated price was fixed for his head, and a legal fine 
was levied upon his murderer, which, though proportioned 
to his flation, and fuperior to that paid for the life of a 
fubject, was a fenfible mark of his fubordination to the 


“community. 


Succeffion 
ef the kings, 


Ir is eafy to imagine, that an independant people, fo 
little reftrained by laws, and cultivated by {cience, would 
noe 
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wot be very ftrict in maintaining a regular fucceflion of 
their princes. Though they paid great regard to the 
royal family, and afcribed to it an undifputed fuperiority, 
they either had no rule, or none that was fteadily ob= 
ferved, in filling the vacant throne; and prefent conve- 
nience, in that emergency, was more attended to than 
general principles. Weare not however to fuppofe, that 
the crown was confidered as altogether elective ; and that 
a regular plan was traced by the coiiftitution for fapply- 
ing, by the fuffrages of the people, every vacancy made 
by the demife of the firft magiftrate. If any king left 2 
fon of an age and capacity fit for government, the young 
prince naturally ftepped into the throne: If he was @ 
minor, his uncle, or the next prince of the blood, was 
promoted to the government, and left the fceptre to his 
pofterity: Any fovereign, by taking previous meafures 
with the leading men, had it greatly in his power to ap- 
point his fucceflor : All thefe changes, and indeed the. 
ordinary adminiftration of government, required the ex- 
prefs concurrence, or at leaft the tacit acquiefcence of 
the people; but poflefion, however obtained, was ex- 
tremely apt to fecure their obedience, and the idea of 
any right, which was once excluded, was but fecble and 
imperfe&. This is fo inuch the cafe in all barbarous 
monarchies, and occurs fo often in the hiftory of the 
Anglo-Saxons; that we cannot confiftently entertain any 
other notion of their government. The idea of an -here-= 
ditary fucceffion in authority is fo natural to men, and 
is fo much fortified by the ufual rule in tranfmitting pri- 
vate pofleffions, that it muft retain a great influence on 
every fociety, which does not-exclude it by the refine- 
ments of a republican conftitution- But as there’is a 
material difference between government and private pof- 
fefions, and every man is not as much qualifed. for ex- 
ercifing the one, as for enjoying the ether, a people, who 
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Appendix are not fenfible of the general ladvantages attending a fixe: 


antes 
i, 


; rule, are apt. to: make 


eeoge eelt 


rreat. leaps inthe fucceffion, 


‘ 
$ 
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f {Fad 
frequently to pafs over the perfon, who,' had he pofleiled 
y 


ad abilities, would have been thoughé 
entitle e fevercignty. ‘Thus, thefe monarchies are 
not, air {peaking,. either elective-or. hereditary ; and 


thouch the deftination-of 2 prince may often be followed 
J 
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in appointing his fucceffor, they can as little be regarded 
as wholly teftamentary. ..The fuffrages of the ftates may 
forauctaks eftablifh a fovereign ; but they more frequently 
recognize the a whom Sa find eftablifhed : A-few 


gieat_ men take the lead; the people, overawed and in- 


fluenced, .acquiefce in the government; and the reigning 

5) £ > & 
prince, prov ae he be of the.royal family, pafles undif- 
putably for the legal fovereien. 


ereioan 


is..confefled 


» that our knowledge of the Anglo- 


n hiftory and antiquities is too imperfect.to afford us 

ns of determiniz 1g with certainty all the prerogatives 
dies the crown and privileges of Av people, or of giving 
xact delineation of that government. ~ It-is probable 

I {ti might be fomewhat differen 

in- the different kingdoms, of the Heptarchy, and that it 
cha anged confiderably during the courfe of fix centuries, 
from the firft invafion of the Saxons till 

the Mace conqueit°, But moft.of thefe differences 
and changes, with their caufes and effeéts, are unknown 
to us: It only appears, that, at all times, and in all the 


© We know of one change, -not inconfiderable in the Saxon conftitutions 
The Saxen Annals, Pp. 49. inform us, that it was in early times the prerogae 
tive of the king to name the dukes, earls, aldermen and fheriffs of the coun- 
fete Afler, a contemporary Writer, informs us, that Alfred depofed all the 
ignorant a 7, and eppointed men of more capacity in their place: Yeg 
the laws of Edward the Confeflor, § 35. fay exprefsly, th 


nat the heretoghs or 
duk 2 


s, and the sheriffs, were chofen by the freeholders in the folkmote, a 


county court, which was aflembled once a-year, and where all the: freeholde 
ers {wore allestance to the king, 
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kingdoms, there was a national’ council, called: a Witte- Appendix 


nagemot or aflembly of the w ife men, (for that isthe im- } 


port of the term) whofe confent was re >quifite for enatting 
laws, and for -ratifying the chief acts of public admini- 
fixation. The preambles to all the laws of Ethelbert; 
Tha, Alfred, Edward the Elder; Athelftan, Edmond, At 
gar, Ethelred, and Edward.the Confeflor; even thofe 

the laws of Canute, though a kind of conqueror, put thie 
matter beyond contr cwecht and carry proofs every where of 
a limited a legal ig pate But whp were the contti« 
tuent members cof this 
iquaries. Tei is Ea that 
the bifhops and abbots ? were an eflential part ; and it is 


mined with certainty sy a 
alfo evident, from. the .tenor of thofe ancient laws, that 
the Wittenagemot enacted . ftatutes. which regulated 1 the 
ecclefiaftical as, well as civil government, and that thofe 
dangerous principles, by which the church is totally fe- 
vered from the ftate, were hitherto unknown to the 


Anglo-Saxons q, It alfo that the aldermen. or 


governors of coun ties, who, after the Danifh times, were 
often, called earls *, were admitted into this council, and 
gave their confent to the public ftatutes. But befides the 
prelates and aldermen, there is alfo mention of the 
wites or wife-men, as a component part o1 fthe Wittenage- 

mot; but who eee were, is not fo clearly afcertained by 
the laws or the hiftory of that per! iod. ‘The matter would 
probably be,of “dificult difcuffion, even were ites xamined im= 
partially ; but as our modern parties have chofen todivideon 


} 17, 


this point, the queftion has been eifp 


tale 1a ee dana 
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obftinacy, and the argun 


on that account, the more ¢2 ptious an id deceitful, Our 


monarchical aétion maintain, that thefe cy:tes oF fapientes 
Pp Sometimes abbeffes were admitted 5 at leaft, they often fign the king's 
gharters-or grants, Speilm, Glof. in verbo parliamentum. 
4 Wilkins paflim, 
* See note [G-] at the end of the volume, 
rere 
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wa sa were the judges, or men learned in the law: The popular 
meow faction affert them to be reprefentatives of the boroughs, 
or what we now call the commons. 

‘THE expreffions, employed by all ancient hiftorians 
in mentioning the Wittenagemot, feem to contradict 
the latter fuppofition. The members are almoft always 
called the principes, fatrape, optimates, magnates, proceres ; 
terms which feem to fuppofe an ariftocracy, and to exclude 
thecommons. The boroughs alfo, from the low ftate of 
commerce, were fo fmall and fo poor, and the inhabitants 
lived in fuch dependance on the great men ', that it feems 
nowife probable they would be aime! as a part of the 
national councils. “The commons are well known to have 
had no fhare in the governments eftablifhed by the Franks, 
Burgundians, and other northern nations ; and we may 
conclude, that the Saxons, who remained longer barba- 
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rous and uncivilized than thofe tribes, would never think 
of conferring fuch an extraordinary privilege on trade 
and induftry. The military profeffion alone was honour- 
able among all thofe conquerors: The warriors fubfifted 
by their poffeffions in land : They became confiderable by 
their influence over their vaffals, retainers, tenants, and 
flaves: And it demands ftrong proof to convince us 
that they would admit any of a rank fo much inferior as 
the burgefles, to fhare with them in the legiflative autho- 
rity. ‘Tacitus indeed affirms, that, among the ancient 
Germans, the confent of all the members of the commu- 
nity was required in every important deliberation ; but 
he {peaks not of: reprefentatives ; and this ancient prac- 
tice, mentioned by the Roman hiftorian, could only have 
place in {mall tribes, where every citizen might without 
inconvenience be affembled upon any extraordinary emer- 
gency. After principalities became extenfive; after the 
difference of property had formed diftinG@ions more im= 
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® Brady’s treatife of Englifh boroughs, p, 324) 5s &ey 
9 portant 
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portant than thofe which arofe from perfonal ftrength and armed 
valour; we may conclude, that the national aflemblies yaw 
muft have been more limited in their number, and com- 

pofed only of the more confiderable citizens. 

But though we muft exclude the burgefles or com- 
mons from the Saxon Wittenagemot, there is fome ne- 
ceflity for fuppofing, that this aflembly confifted of other 
members than the prelates, abbots, aldermen, and the 
judges or privy council, For as all thefe, excepting fome 
of the ecclefiaftics*, were anciently appointed by the 
king, had there been no other legiflative authority, the 
royal power had been in a great meafure abfolute, con- 
trary to the tenor of all the hiftorians, and to the practice 
of all the northern nations. We may, therefore, con= 
clude, that the more confiderable proprietors of land were, 
without ‘any election, conftituent members of the national 
affembly : There is reafon to think, that forty hydes, or 
between four and five thoufand acres; was the eftate requi- 
fite for entitling the poffeflor to this honourable privilege. 
We find a paflage in an ancient author t by which it ap- 
pears, that a perfon of very noble birth, even one allied 
to the crown, was not efteemed a princeps (the term 
ufually employed by ancient hiftorians when the Wit- 
tenagemot is mentioned) till he had acquired a fortune of 
that amount. Nor need we imagine, that the public 
council would become diforderly or confufed by admitting 
fo great a multitude. The landed property of England 
was probably in few hands during the Saxon times; at 


8 There is fome reafon to think, that the bifhops were fometimes chofen 
by the Wittenagemot, and confirmed by the king, Eddius, cap, 2, The 
abbots in the monafteries of the royal foundation were anciently named by 
the king; though Edgar gave the monks the election, and only referved to 
himfelf the ratification, This deftination was afterwards frequently violated 5 
and the abbots as well-as ‘bifhops were afterwards all appointed by the king 5 
as we learn from Ingulf, a writer contemporary to the conqueft, 

t Hit. Elienfis, libs 2. cap, 4a 
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leatt,’ during t 1¢ later part of that ws And as men 
had hardly any/ambition to attend thefe-publie councils, 
there was no danger of’ the affembly’s 8 he ecoming too nu- 
merous for the difpatch of the little-bufinefs, which was 
brought before them. 

Ir is certain, that, whatever we may determine con- 


cerning the conftituent members of the Witter agemot, in 
P| 


whom,, with the king, thelegiflature refided,. the Anglo- 
Saxon government, in the period preceding the Norman 
conqueft,--was become extremely ariftocratical: The 
royal authority was very limited ; the people, even if ads 
mitted to that aflembly, were of little or no weight and 
confideration. We have hints given us inhi oa Wea of the 
great power and riches of particu as noblemen : And it 
could not) but happen, after the abolition of the Heptar- 
chy, when the king lived at a diftance from the provinces, 


ee 
i 


that thefe great proprietors, Gded on their eftates, 
would much augment their. authority over their vaflals 
and retainers, and over all the inhabitants of the neigh= 
bourhood. Tence is immeafurable’ power. aflumed by 
Harold, + atte Leofric, Stward; Mercar, Edwin, Ed- 


rie and Alfric, who controlled the aut parity ef the kings, 


and’ rendered themfelves quite nec 
ment, The. two latter, though detefted 
em account of their joining a foreign enemy, fill preferved 
their power and influence; and we may therefore con-= 
€lude,. that, their authority was ounded, notion popula+ 
rity, but on family rights and poflefions.. There is one 
Athelftan, mentioned in the reign of the k cing of that 
hame, who is called alderman of ail England, te is faid to 
ehalf-king ;. though the monarch himfelf was a prince 
of valour and ability". And we find, that in the later 
Saxon times;-and in thefe alone, the grcat ofices went 


4% Hitt Ramef. § 3, Pr387 


from 
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from father. to fom, and became, ina manner, hereditary Apsendi= 

in the families“. A ae 
Tue .circumftances, .attending the invafions.of the 

Danes, would alfo ferve much to encreafe the power of 

y- .,Thofe free-booters made .unex- 


the principal mobilit 
pected inroads on all quarters; and there was a necefhty, 
that each, county fhould refift. them:by its own force, ,and 
under the conduct of its:own magiftrates and nobility. 
For the fame reafon, that a general war, managed by the 


united efforts of the whole flate, commonly augments the 
power of the crown’;,thofe private wars and Sas turn- 
ed to the advantage of the aldermen, and nobles, 

Amone that, military and turbulent people, {fo averie to 
commerce and the arts,:and fo little enured to induftry, juf- 
tice was commonly very ill executed, and great opprefiton 
and violence feem.to have prevailed... Thefe dileoiews would 
be encreafed by the exorbitant..power of the ariftocracy 5 
and would, in: their turn, ‘contribute. to..¢ncreafe it, 
Men, not daring to rely on:the:guardianthip of thedaws, 
were obliged to devote theinfelves to. the fervice of fome 
chieftain, whofe orders they followed. even to the.difturbs 
ance of the government or ‘thei i injury of their-fellow-citi+ 
zens, and who afforded them in=return: protection from 
any infult or‘injuftice by ftrangers. Hence we find, by 
the extracts which Dr. Brady has given us from Domet> 
day, that almoft all the inhabitants even of towns, had 
placed ‘themfelves under the -clientfhip . of fome® parti- 
cular nobleman, whoie patronage 'they purchafed; by an+ 
liged to confider 


nual payments, and ‘whom they were ol 


as their fovereign, moye than the king himfelf, or even 


w Roger Hoveden, giving the reafon why William the Conqueror made 
Cofpatric earl of Northumberland, fays, Nam ex m 
ad enm bonor illius comitatus. Erat enim ex:matra Alzitha, filia Utbredi consitis. 
See alfo Sim. Dun. p. 205. We fee in thofe inftances, the fame tendency 
towards rendering offices hereditary, which. took place, during a more early 
period, on. the continent; and which had already produced there its full 
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Appendix the lesiflature*. ‘A client; though a freeman, was fup- 
a f=} ? ke) 2 P 


to-— pofed fo much to belong to his’ patron, that his murderer 
was obliged by law to pay a fine to the latter; as a com- 
penfation for his lofs; in like manner as he paid a fine to 
the mafter for the murder of his flave¥. Men, who were 
of a more confiderable rank, but not powerful enough, 
each to fupport himfelf by his own independent authority, 
entered into formal confederacies together, and compofed 
a kind of feparate community, which rendered itfelf for- 
midable to all agereffors. Dr, Hickes has preferved a cus 
rious Saxon bond of this kind, which he calls a Sodalitium, 
and which contains many particulars characteriftical of 
the manners and cuftoms of the times. All the affo- 
ciates. are there faid to be gentlemen of Cambridge- 
fhire; and they fwear before the holy reliques to obferve 
their confederacy, and to be faithful to each other: ‘They 
promife to bury any of the aflociates who dies, in what- 
ever place he had appointed ; to contribute to his funeral 
charges; and to attend at his interment ; and whoever is 
wanting to this laft duty, binds himfelf to pay a meafure 
of honey. When any of the aflociates is in danger, and 
calls for the affiftance of his fellows, they promife, be- 
fides flying to his fuccour, to give information to the 
fheriff; and if he be negligent in protecting the perfon 
expofed to danger, they engage to levy a fine of one pound 
upon him: If the prefident of the fociety himfelf be 
wanting in this particular, he binds himfelf to pay one 
pound ; unlefs he has the reafonable excufe of ficknefs, or 
of duty to his fuperior. When any of the aflociates-is 
murdered, they are to exact eight pounds from the mur- 
derer ; and if he refufe to pay it, they are to profecute 
him for the fum at their joint expence. If any of the 
aflociates, who happens'to be poor, kill a man; the fociety 
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x Brady’s treatife of boroughs, 3, 4, 5, &c. The cafe was the fame with 
the freemen in the country. See pref, to his hift. p. 8, 9, 10, &c. 
y LL, Edw. Conf, § 8. apud Inguif, % Difiest. Epi. p. a> 
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are to contribute by a certain proportion to pay his fine : 
A mark a-piece, if the fine be 700 fhillings; lefs if the 
perfon killed be a clown or ceorle; the habe of that fum, 
again, if he be a Welfhman, But where any of the affo- 
ciates kills a man, wilfully and without provocation, he 
muft himfelf pay the fine. If any of the affociates kill 
any of his fellows, in a like criminal manner, befides pay- 
ing the ufual fine to the relations of the deceafed, he muft 
pay eight pounds to the fociety, or renounce the benefit 
of it: In which cafe they bind themfelves, under the 
penalty of one pound, never to eat or drink with him, 
except in the prefence of the king, bifhop, or alderman, 
‘There are other regulations to protect themfelves and their 
fervants from all injuries, to revenge fuch as are com~ 
mitted, and to prevent their giving abufive language ta 
each other; and the fine, which they engage to pay for 
this laft offence, is a meafure of honey. : 

It is not to be doubted, but a confederacy of this kind 
muft have been a great fource of friendfhip and attach~ 
ment ; when men lived in perpetual danger from enemies, 
robbers, and oppreflors, and. received protection chiefly 
from their perfona] valour, and from the affiftance of their 
friends or patrons, As animofities were then more vio- 
lent, connexions were alfo more intimate, whether volun- 
tary or derived from blood: The moft remote degree 
of propinquity was regarded: An indelible memory of 
benefits was preferved : Severe vengeance was taken for 
injuries, both from a point of honour, and as the beft 
means of future fecurity: And the civil union being 
weak, many private engagements were contracted, in 
order to fupply its place, and to procure men that fafety, 
which the laws and their own innocence were not alone 
able to infure to them. 

On the whole, notwithftanding the feeming liberty or 
rather licentioufnefs of the Anglo-Saxons, the great body 
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Appendix even of the free citizens, in thofe ages, really enjoyed much 
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Pome lefs true liberty, than where the execution of the laws is 
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orders of 
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the moft fevere, and where. fubjects are reduced to the 
firiteft fubordination and dependance’on the civil magi- 
ftrate. . The reafon.is derived from the excefs itfelf of that 
liberty. Men muft guard themfelves at any ‘price againgt 
infults and injuries; and where they receive not protection 
from the laws and pea tiates they will eck it by .fub- 
miffion to fuperiors (Spa nd by herding in fome priv: ate confe- 
C) the direction of a powerful 
leader. And thus a porte isthe immediate caufe 
of tyranny, if mot. over the fiate, at leait over many of 
the individuals 
Tur German Saxons, as the other nations of that 
continent, were divided into three ranks of men, the noble, 
the free, and the flaves*. ‘This diftinction they brought 
over with thénr into Britain. 
‘THE nobles were called. thanes; and were of two 
kinds, the king’s thanes and leffer thanes, , Ihe latter 
eem to have been dependant on the former ; and to have 


received lands, for which they pa ent, fe Aspe Sy OF at- 


war’. We know of.no.title, 
the rank. of dee except noble 


cee 
The former was always 


mons Paes trad 


thatea urn r 


mulate ia BaS thefe two 

were not feparated by pofitive laws, aes emain ae 
diftinét, and the noble familics continue many ages in 
opulence and pene: There were no middle rank of 
men, that could gradually mix with their fuperiors, and 
infenfibly procure to themfelves honour and diftin@tion. 


If by any_extraordinary ident;. a mean perfon acquired 
) J ts bs | 


@ Nithard. hiff. lib. 4. b Spelm, Feus and Tenures, p, 40+ 
riches; 
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riches, a circumftance fo fingular nade him be known Appendix 


and remarked; he became the object of envy, as well as of , = 


indignation, to all the nobles ; he would have great diff- 
culty to defend what he had acquired ; and he would find 
it impoffible to protect himfelf from oppreffion, except 
by courting the patronage of fome great chieftain, and 
paying a large price for his fafety. 

THERE are two ftatutes among the Saxon laws, which 
feem calculated to confound thofe different ranks of men 3 
that of Athelftan, by which a merchant, who had made 
three long fea-voyages on his own account, was. intitled 
to the quality of thane‘; and that of the fame prince, by 
which a ceorle or hufbandman, who had been able te 
purchafe five hydes of land, and had a chapel; a kitchen, 
a hall, and a bell, -was raifed to the fame diftinétion 4. 
But the opportunities were fo few, by which a merchant 
or ceorle could thus exalt himfelf above his rank, that the 


law could never overcome’ the reigning prejudices ; the 
diftin&tion between noble and bafe blood: would fill be 
indelible ; and the well-born thanes would entertain the 
higheft contempt for thofe. legal and’ factitious ones. 
Though we are not informed of any of thefecircumftances 
by ancient hiftorians, they are fo much founded on ‘the 
nature of things, that we may admit them as a neceflary 
and infallible confequence of the fituation of the kingdom 
during thofe ages. 

THE cities appear by Domefday-book to have been at 
the coniqueft little better than villages*. York itfelf, 
though it was always the fecond, at leait the third‘ city 

in 


© Wilkins, p, 71. @ Sslden, Titles of honour, p. 515. Wil- 
kins, p. 70. 

© Winchefter, being the capital of the Weft. Saxon monarchy, was anci- 
ently a confiderable city, Gul, Pict, p. 210, 

f Norwich contained 738 houfes, Exeter, 315, Ipfwich, 538, North- 
amptan, 60, Hertford, 146, Canterbury, 262, Bath, 64, Southampton, 84, 
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in Eneland, and was the capital of a great. province 
5 > p p 9 


which never was thoroughly united with the reft, con- 


tained then but 14178 families *. Malmefbury tells us °, 
that the great diftinction between the Anglo-Saxon nobi- 
lity and the French or Norman, was that the latter built 
magnificent and flately caftles ; whereas the former con- 
fumed theit immenfe fortunes in riot and hofpitality, and 
We may thence infer, that the arts in 
‘ e much Jefs advanced in England than in 
France; a greater number of idle fervants and retainers 
lived about the great families; and as thefe, even’ in 
France, were powerful enough to difturb the execution of 
the laws, we may judge of the authority, acquired by the 
ariftocracy in England. When carl Godwin befieged the 


Confeflor in London, he fummoned together from all 
parts ‘his hufcarles, or houfeceorles and retainers, and 
is fovereign to accept of the condi- 


thereby conftrained h 

tions; which he was pleafed to impofe upon him, 

THe lower rank of freemen were denominated ceorles 

among the Anglo-Saxons ; and where they were induf- 
employed in hufbandry: Whence 


trious, they were chiefly employec 
ndman, became in a manner fyno- 
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i 
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a ceorle, and a hufba 
‘They cultivated the farms of the nobility 


nimous terms. 
or thanes, for which they paid rent; and they feem to, 
eafure, For there is little men- 
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Warwick, 113. See Brady of boroughs, p. 3) 4» 55 6, &c. Thefe are the 
The account of them is extraéted from 


ae 


moi coniderable he mentions. 
Domefday-book, 

g Brady’s treatife of boroughs, p. 10. There were fix wards; befides the 
and five of thefe wards contained the number of families 
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archhbifhoo’s palace 5 
here mentioned, which at the rate of five perfons to a family makes about 


000 fouls. The fixth ward was laid wafte. 


i P, x02, See alfo.de Geft Angl. p. 333 
have 
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have kept the hufbandmen in a dependant condition. The Anpendis 

rents of farms were then chiefly paid in kind !, eee plied 
Bur the moft numerous rank by far in the community 

feems to have been the flaves or villains, who were the 

property of their lords, and were confequently incapable, 

themfelves, of poflefling any property. Dr. Brady af- 

fures us, from a furvey of Domefday-book *, that, in 

all the counties of England, the far greater pait of the 

land was occupied by them, and that the hufbandmen, -4 

and {till more the focmen, who were tenants that could 

not be removed at pleafure, were very few in comparifon. 

‘This was not the cafe with the German nations, as far 

as we can collect from the account given us by Tacitus. 

‘The perpetual wars in the heptarchy, and the depreda= 

tions of the Danes, feem to have been the caufe of this 

great alteration with the Anglo-Saxons. Prifoners taken 

in battle, or carried off in the frequent inroads, were re- 

duced to flavery; and became, by right of war !, entirely 

at the difpofal of their lords. Great property in the no- 

bles, efpecially if joined to an irregular adminiftration of 

juftice, naturally favours the power of the ariftocracy 5 ; 

but ftill more fo, if the practice of flavery be zdmitted, 

and has become very common. ‘The nobility not only 

poffefs the influence which always attends riches, but alfo 

the power which the laws give them over their flaves and 

villains. It then becomes difficult, and almof: impof- 

fible, for a private man to remain altogether free and in- 

dependant. 
‘THERE were two kinds of flaves among the Anglo- 

Saxons; houfehold flaves, after the manner of the an- 

cients, and predial or ruftic, after the manner of the 


iLL. Inz, § 70. Thefe laws fixed the rents for a hyde; but itis diffi- 


cult to convert it into modern mealures, & General prefaee to his 
hit. p. 7, 8;9, &e, « PLL, Edg, § 14. apud Spelim. Conc. vol. i, 
P. 47%, t 
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Thefe latter refembled the ferfs, which are 
refent to be met with in Poland, Denmark, and fome 
places in Germany. “The power of a mafter over his 
yng the Anglo- Saxons, 
was among their anc AES man beat out his fla ave’s 
eye or teeth, the flave recovered his liberty": If he killed 
id a fine to the king; provided the flave lied 


the wound or blow: QOtherwife it 
¢ of themfelves or children 


I, 


NE 


flaves was not unlimited amo 


m2 


practice among the German 
tinued by the Anglo-Saxons 4. 

sts among the Anglo-Saxons 

offefied act riminal jurifdiGtion within their territories, 

sisith without appeal any thieves or robbers 


This inftieusion mutt have 


oe could p 
whom ri? caught there". 
had: a-very contrary effec to that which was’ inte 
ve have procured robbers 4 fure protection’ on the 


an 
ha inds of fuch noblemen as did not fincerely mean. to dif- 
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courace crimes and smc 
Courts of Bur thouch the general {train ay the Anglo-Saxon go~ 
juftice, ext 

enmencated: te re ‘serie: there were 
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5 of ca seaeialee democracy; which 
o protect the loweft of the peo- 
re of o me great lord, but might 

egree of dignity, to the 


to 


The are Sa of juftice, 
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by the courts of the Decennary, the Hun- 


in particular, 
vere well calculated to defend 


dred, and the County, v 
in- the power of the nobles. 


nty courts or fhiremotes, all the freeholders 


bled twice a-year, and received appeals from 


were a 


m Spellm, Glof, in verb. Servus. m LL. ZEIf § 20, 
p Tacit. de morib, Germ, q LL. Ine, 
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© Ibid. § 17. 
S11 LL. Af. § 12. t Higden, lib. 1. cap, 50, LL, Edw. 
Conf, § 2°. Speilm. Conc, vol, 1. p. 415. Gloff. in verb, Ealigemor et 
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the inferior courts. They there decided all caufes, eccle- 


fiaftical as well. as civil; and the bifhop, tog 


® 


the alderman or earl, prefided over them *. The affair 


was determined in a fummary manner, with« 
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pleading, formality, or delay, by a majority of 


and the bifhop and alderman had no further 


than to keep order among the freeholders, and interpofe 


wie their opinion t. Where juftice was denied duting 

hree feffions by the Hundred, and then by the County 
court, mit lay an-appeal to the kine’s court"; but this 
was not practifed on flight occafions.” The alderman re= 
ceived a third of the fines levied in thofe courts 
as moft of the punifhments were then pecuniary, this 
quifite formed a confiderable part of the profits belo: 


to his office. The two thirds alfo, which went 


king, made no contemptible part of the public 1 


Any freeholder was fined who abfented him(felf ‘thrice 


from thefe courts *. 


As the extreme ignorance of the age made deeds:and 
writings very rare, the County or' Hundred court was the 
place where the moft remarkable civil tranfa@tions were 
finifhed, in order to preferve the memo ory of them, and 
prevent all future difputes 


mulgated, flaves manumitted 

and fometimes, for greate 
2 

able of thefe deeds were inferted in the blank lea 


ile, which thus became'a kind of + egifter, too 


to be falfified, It-was not 'unufual to-add to’ the 


desd an imprecation on all fuch as fhould-be guilty of 


that crime’, 


§ LL, Edg. § 5. Wilkins, p. 78 LL. Canut, § 17, 
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© Hickes Differt. Epift, p, 2, 3, 4, 5» 05.75 8 

Wilkins, -p.77. LL. Canut, § 38. apud Wilkins, p. 136, 
w LL, Edw. Conf, § 51. =x LL, Ethelit, §.20, 
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Appendix Amonc a people, who lived in fo fimple a manner as" 
j— the Anglo-Saxons, the judicial power is always of greater 
importance than the legiflative. “There were few or no 

taxes impofed by the ftates: There were few ftatutes en- 

acted ; and the nation was lefs governed by laws, than 

by cuftoms, which admitted a great latitude of interpre- 

ation, Though it fhould, therefore, be allowed, that 

the Wittenagemot was altogether compofed of the prin- 
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cipal nobility, the county-courts, where all the free- 


holders were admitted, and which regulated all the daily 


<a 
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occurrences of life, formed a wide bafis for the govern- 
? > 


be 


ment, and were no contemptible checks on the arifto- 
cracy. But there is another power {till more important 
than either the judicial or legiflative ; to wit, the power 
of injuring or ferving. by immediate~force and violence,.’ 
for which it is dificult to obtain redrefs in courts of 
juttice. In all extenfive governments, where the execu- 
tion of the laws is feeble,. this power naturally falls into 
the hands of the principal nobility ; and the degree of it 
which prevails, cannot be determined fo much by the 
public ftatutes, as by {mall incidents in hiftory, by par- 
ticular cuftoms, and fometimes by the reafon and nature 
of things. The Highlands of Scotland have long been 
entitled-by law tovevery privilege of Britith fubjects ; but 
it was not till very lately that the common people could 
in fa& enjoy thefe privileges. 

Tue powers of all the members, of the Anglo-Saxon 
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government are difputed among hiftorians and antiquaries ; 


‘The extreme obfcurity of the fubject, even though fac- 


tion had never entered into the queftion, would naturally 


eae 
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hofe controverfies. But the great influence 


of the lords over their flaves and tenants, the clientfhip 
of the burghers, the total want of a middling rank of 
men, the total want alfo of lawyers who did not then 


8 form 
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form a feparate’ profeffion, the extent of the monarchy, Arete 
the loofe execution of the laws, the continued: di forders vw) 
and convulfions ‘of ‘the ftate; all :thefe circumftances 
evince, that ithe Anglo-Saxon government became.at,laft 
extremely ariftecratica al; and -the events, during the pe- 
riod immediately preceding »the conqueft, confirm this 
inference or conjecture: 

Boru the punifhments inflicted by the Anglo- 


courts of judicature, and the methods of proof employed 
in all .caufes,. appear St ‘Gad ar, and are very 
different from thofe which prevail at prefent among al 
civilized, nations. 

We muft conceive, that the ancient Germans were 
little removed from the_original ftate of nature: The fo- 


‘al 
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cial confederacy among them was more martial than civil: 
‘They had chiefly in view the.means of attack or defence 
apaintt public enemies, not thofe of protection again 
their fellow-citizens: ‘Their poffeffions were fo flender 
and fo equal, that they were not ex/pofed to great danger ; 
and the natural bravery of the people made every man 
truft to_himfelf and to his particular friends for his de- 
fence or vengeance. ‘This defe&t in the political union 
drew much clofer the knot of particular. confederacies : 
An infult upon any man was regarded by all his relations 
and affociates as a-common injury: They were bound 
by honour, -as well as -by a fenfe-of common intereft, to 
revenge his death, or any violence which he had fuffered : 
‘Phey retaliated on the agereffor by like atts of violence; and 
if he was protected, as.was natural and ufual, by his own 
clan, the quarrel was fpread ftill wider, and bred endlefs 
diforders in the nation. 

Tue Frifians, a tribe of the Germans, had never ad- 
vanced beyond this wild and imperfe& ftate of fociety ; 
and the right of private revenge ftill remained among 
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Appendix them unlimited and uncontrouled 7, But the other Gers 
me man nations, in the age of Tacitus, had made one ftep 
farther towards completing the political or civil union, 
Though it ftill continued to be an indifpenfible point of 
honour for every clan to revenge the death or injury of their 
fellow, the magiftrate had acquired a right of interpofing 
in the quarrel, and of accommodating the difference. He 
obliged the perfon maimed or injured, and the relations 


kille 7 to accept of a prefent from the ase 
s*, as acompenfation for the injury °, and 
her profecution of revenge. That the ac- 
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one quarrel might not be the fource of 

prefent was fixed and certain, according to the 

rank of the perfon killed or injured, and was commonly 
paid in cattle, the chief property of thofe rude and uncul-° 
vations. A prefent.of this kind gratified the re+ 
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venge of the inj jured family by the lofs which the aggreflor 
{uffered : It fatisfied their pride by the fubmiffion which 
it expreffed : It diminifhed their regret for the*lofs or in- 
jury of a kinfman by their acquifition of new property : 
_ And thus general peace was for a moment reftored to the 


} 
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fociety *. 
Burt when the German nations had been fettled fome 


time in the provinces of the Roman empire, they made 
ftill another f{tep towards a more cultivated life, and their 
criminal juftice gradually improved and refined itfelf. The 


magiftrate, whofe office it was to guard public peace and 
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to fupprefs private animofities, conceived himfelf to be 
injured by every injury done to any of his people; and 


z LL, Frif. tit. 2. apud Lindenbrog. p. 491. a LL. Athelb, 
§ 23. LL, Elf, § 27. > Called by the Saxons meghota. 

© Tacit. de morib. Germ. ‘The author fays, that the price of the compofi< 
tion was fixed; which muft have been by the laws and the intervofition of 


the ma: ates 


befides 
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befides the compenfation to the perfon who fuffered, or Appendix 


to his family, he thought himfelf entitled to,cxact)a fine, SV) 


“ 


called. the Fridwit, as an atonement for the bre: 


peace, and as a reward for. the pains which 
in accommodating the quarrel. When this idea, 


is fo natural, was once fuggefted, it was willingly received 


both by ma 


a 
ftrate:.and people... -Ti:e numerous 
which were levied, augmented the revenue of the kir 


And the people were fenfible, that he would be more vi 
gilant in interpofing with his good offices, when he reaped 
fuch Ste advantage from them; and that injuries 
would be lefs frequent, when, befides compenfation to the 
perfon injured, they were erecta: d to this additional pe- 
nalty ¢, 

Tis fhort abftra@ contains the hiftory of the criminal 
jurifprudence of the northern nations for ie centuries. 
The ftate of England in this particular, during the period 


of the Anglo-Saxons, may be judged of by the collection 


of ancient Jaws, publifhed by Tambakd and Wilkins. 
The chief purport of thefe laws is not to prevent or en- 
tirely fupprefs. private quarrels, which the legiflators kne 

to be impoffible, but only to regulate and moderate them. 


The laws of Alfred enjoin, that if any one know, that 


his enemy or aggreflor, after doing him an injury, refolyes 
to keep within his own houfe and his own lands-, he fhall 
not fight him, till he require compenfation for the injury. 
If he be ftrong enough to befiege him in, his houfe, he 


may do it for feven days without attacking him ; .and_if 


the aggreffor be wi illing, during that time, to fi 


hindelt and Fis arms, his advert: ary may ace ain him thirty 


days, but is SMart; obliged to reftore him fafe to his 


d Befides paying money to the rélations of the decea‘ed 


the murderer was aifo ol bliged to pay the mafter of a flave or 


a compenfation for 
in verb, Fredum, J 


was called the Afandote. See Spell. Giuih, 
© The 


from what foliows in the fame law, 


of thefe Jaf words in 
Italics appears necefia 


kindred, 
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pre ndix kindred, and be content with the compenfation. Tf the cri- 
tA minal fly to the temple, that fan€tuary muft not be vio- 
lated. Where the affailant has not force fuficient to be- 

fiege the criminal in his houfe, he muft apply to the 
alderman for affiftance; and if the alderman refufe aid, 

the affailant muft have recourfe to the king: And he is 

not allowed to aflault the houfe, till after this fupreme 
magiftrate has refufed affiftance. If any one meet with 

his enemy, and be ignorant that he was refolved to 

s, he muft, before he attack 

him, require him to furrender himfelf prifoner, and de- 


keep within his own ‘land 


liver ‘up his arms3;.in which cafe he may detain him 
thirty days: But if he refufe to deliver up his arms, it is 
then lawful to fight him... A flave may fight in his maf- 
ter’s quarrel: A father may fight in his fon’s with any 
one, except with his matter f. 

Ir ‘was enacted by king Ina, that no man fhould take 
revenge for an injury till he had firft demanded compen- 
fation, and had been refufed it . 


| 


Kinc Edmond, in the preamble to his laws, mentions 


the general mifery, occafioned by the multiplicity of pri- 


wate feuds and battles; and he eftablifhes feveral expe- 


dients to remedy this grievance. He ordains, that, if any 


ee 


one commit murder, he may, with the affiftance of his 
kindred, pay within a twelvemonth the fine of his crime; 
and if they abandon him, he fhall alone fuftain the deadly 


—_ 


a 


feud or quarrel with the kindred of the murdered perfon: 
His own kindred are free from the feud, but on condition 
that they neither converfe with the criminal, nor fupply 
him with meat'or other neceffaries: If any of them, after 
renouncing him, receive him into their houfe, or give bim 
affifiance, they are finable to the king, and are involved 
in the feud. If the kindred of the murdered perfon take 
sevenge on any but the criminal himfelf, after he is aban 


{ LL, Alf, § 28, Wilkins, p. 43 & LL, Inz,.§9. 
doned 


APPEND IY XD 219 


doned by his kindred, ‘all their proper rty is. forfeited, and Ba 
they are déclared ‘to be enémies to ‘the -kiie and all ‘his sua 
friends *. Tt is alfo ordained, that the fine for murder 
fhall never be remitted by the king’, ‘and that ‘no criminal 
fhall ‘be killed ‘who flies to the 
king’s towns “5 and ‘the king himfelf 


Sion to n 


houfe fhall give No prot 
fatisfied the ‘church by their penance, 
the deceafed by making comipenfation !.. -The-method 

found in the 


Ss Ubi ised waft 
€ Kindrea Of 


Eee: for ‘tranfacting this:compolition is 
fame law™ 

Tuese dttempts of Edmond, -to:contra& 
the feuds, were contrary to the ancient {piri 


nd diminifh 


ern barbarians, and wé 


law. 


adminiftration of juftice. By the Salhi 


iC 

might, by a public declaration, exempt himfelf from. his 
family quarrels : But then he was confidered. by the law 
as‘no longer belonging to the family; and he was de- 
prived of all right of fucceffion, as the gE Soa of 
his cowardice ® 

Tue price of the king’s head,-or his -weregild, as it 
was then called, was aS law * 303 000: thrimfas, “a {pecies 


price of .the 


of coin whofe value is 


prince’s head was 15,000 tl 
alderman’s 8000:;; a fheriif¥’s-z 
man’s 2000 ; a ceorle’s 266. Thefe. 
by the laws of the Angles. By th 
price of a ceorle’s héad was 20¢ 
thane’s fix times as much; that of a 
more°, By the laws of Kent, the price 


bifhop’s head was higher than-that of the king’s 
refpect was then paid to the ecclefiaftics ! It mutt be un- 


h LL, Edm. § 1. Wilkins, p. 73. iLL. Edm. § 3. 

k LL. Edm. § 2. ' LL, Edm. § 4. m LL. Edm. § 7 

n Tit. 63. © Wilkins, p. 71,72. P LL. Elthredi, 
apud Wilkins, p. £10. 
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Anveadin derftoody that, where a perfon was unable or unwilling 

ene to pay the fine, he was put out of the protection of ine: 
and the kindred of the deceafed had liberty to. punifh him 
as they thought proper. 

SoME antiquaries 1 have thought, that thefe compen- 
fations were only given for man-flaughter, not for wilful 
murder: But no fuch diftiiG@ion appears in the laws; 
and it is contradicted by the ania of all the other bar- 
barous nations", by that of the ancient Germans *, and 
by that curious monument above idol of Saxon an- 
tiquity, preferved by Hickes. There is indeed a law 
of Alfred’s which makes wilful murder capitalt; but this 
feems only to have been an attempt of that great legiflator 
to eftablifh a better police in the kingdom, and it probably 
remained without execution. By the laws of the fame 


) RRA Arner ws 


prince, a confpiracy againift the life of the king might be 


redeemed by a fine". 
‘THE price of all kinds of wounds was likewife fixed by 
the Saxon laws : ‘A wound of an inch long under the hair 
1 with one fhilling: One of a like fize on the 
face, two fhillings : ‘Thirty fhillings for the lofs of an 


i 
\ 


! 


ear; and fo forth”. There -feems not to have been any 
difference made, according to the dignity of the per- 
- ~ + \. 

fon. By the laws of Ethelbert, any one who committed 


PTET 


adultery with his neighbour’s wife was obliged to pay him 
a@ fine, and buy him another wife *. 

THESE inftitutions are not peculiar to the ancient 
Germans. They feem to be the neceffary progrefs of 


ae 


criminal jurifprudence ‘among every free people, where 


q Tyrrel introduét. vol, i, p.126, Carte, vol. i. p. 366. 

* Lindenbrogius, paflim, 8 Tac. de mor. Germ, 

‘LL. Elf. § 12. Wilkins, p.29. tis probable, that by wilfel mur. 
der Alfred means a treacherous murder, committed by one who has no declared’ 
feud with another, « LL. 21f.§ 4. Wilkins, p, 35. 

w LL, /EIf. § 40. See alfo LL, Ethelb. § 34, &c 

x LL. Ethelb. § 32. 
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the will of the fovereign is not implicitly obeyed. We Aireee 
find them among the ancient Greeks during the time = 
the Trojan war. Compofitions for murder are mentioned 
in Neftor’s fpeech to Achilles in the ninth Iliad, and are 
called roves. The Irifh, who never had any connec- 
tions with the German nations, adopted the fame pra¢tice 
till very lately ; and the price of a man’s head was called 
among them his eric; as we learn from Sir John Davis. 
The fame cuftom feems alfo, to have prevailed: among the 
Jews ’. = 
THEFT and robbery were frequent among the Anglo- 
Saxons, In order to impofe fome check ‘upon thefe 
crimes, it was ordained, that no man fhould fell or buy 
any thing above twenty pence value, except in open mar- 
ket 7; and every bargain of fale muft be executed before 
witnefles *, Gangs of robbers much difturbed the peace 
of the country; and the law determined, that a tribe of 
banditti, confifting of between feven and thirty-five per- 
fons, was to be called a turma, or troop: Any greater 
company was denominated an army. >,’ The punifhments 
for this crime were various, but none of them capital ¢. 
If any man could track his ftolen cattle into another’s 
ground, the latter was obliged to fhow the tracks out of 
it, or pay their value ¢, 
TReason and rebellion, to whatever excefs they were 
carried, were not capital, but might be redeemed by a 
fum of money *. The legiflators, knowing it impoffible 
to prevent all diforders, only impofed a higher fine on 
breaches of the peace committed in the king’s court,‘ or 
before an alderman or bifhop. An alelioufe too feems to 


¥ Exod. cap, xxi, 29, 30, 2 LL, /Ethelft. § 12, 
a LL. thelft, § 10,12. LL, Edg. apud Wilkins, p, $0, LL: Ethel- 
tdi, § 4. apud Wilkins, p. 103. Hoth. & Eadm, § 16. LL. Canut. § 22, 
> LL, Ing, § 12, © LL, Inz, § 37. a LL, Athelt. § 2, 
Wilkins, p. 63. ¢ LL, Ethelredi, apud Wilkins, p. rro. LL, ALi, 
§4. Wilkins, p. 35. 
have 
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Appendix have been confidered as a privileged place ; and any quar 


tye rels that arofe there were more feverely punifhed than 


elfewhere ¢. 
Ir the manner of punifhing crimes among the Anglo- 


Rules of 
prouf, Saxons appears fincular, the proofs were not lefs fo; and 
PE 5 ? E + 


were alfo the natural refult of the fituation of thofe people. 
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Whatever we may imagine concerning the ufual truth 
and fincerity of men, who live in a rude and barbarous 


Pree Ede 


fate. there is much more falfehood, and even perjur 
> ? per) 


=e 


among them, than among civilized nations: Virtues 


which is nothing but a more enlarged and more culti- 


Sat 


vated reafon, never flourifhes to any degree; nor is founded 


ae 
casos 


on fteady principles of honour, except where a good edus 
cation becomes general ; and where meri are taught the 
pernicious confequences of vice, treachery, and immora- 
lity. ~ Even fuperftition, though more prevalent among 
ignorant nations, is but a poor fupply for the defe&ts in 
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knowledge and education : Our European anceftors, whe 
employed every moment the expedient of fwearing on ex+ 
traordinary crofles and reliques, were lefs honourable in 
all engagements than their pofterity, who from experience 
have omitted thofe ineffectual fecurities. “This general 
pronenefs to perjury was much encreafed by the ufual 
want of difcernment in judges, who could not difcufs an 


‘ 


intricate evidence, and were obliged to number, not weigh, 
the teftimony of the witnefles*. Hence the ridiculous 
practice of obliging men to bring ‘compurgators, who, as 
they did not pretend to know any thing of the fact, ex- 
prefled upon oath, that they believed the perfon {poke 
true; and thefe compurgators were in fome cafes multi- 


£ LL. Hloth, &Eadm. § 125.13. LL. Ethelr. apud Wilkins, p. 117- 

& Sometimes the laws fixed eafy general rules for weighing the credibility 
‘of witnefles. Aman whofe life was eftimated at 220 fhillings counterba. 
lanced fix ceorles, each of whofe lives was only.valued at twenty fhillings, and 
his oath was efleemed equivalent to that of all the fix, See Wilkins, p. 72. 


: plied 


SRST 


ri Sra Ty 


APSE MID FX RS. 223 


plied to the number of three hundred". The practice Apvendis 
alfo of fingle combat was employed by moft nations on \_ psa 
the continent as a remedy againft fal fe evidence ts and 

though it was frequently diopoed, from the siapaeien 

of the clergy, it was continually revived, from experience 

of the falfehood attending the teftimony of witnefles *. It 

became at laft a f{pecies of jurifprudence: The cafes were 
determined by law, in which the party might challenge 

his adverfary, or the witheffes, or the judge himfelf ': 

And though thefe cuftoms were abfurd; they were rather 

an improvement on the methods of trial, which had for- 

merly been practifed among thofe barbarous nations, and 

which ftill prevailed among the Anglo-Saxons. 

WHEN any controverfy about a fact became too intri- 
cate for thofe ignorant judges to. unravel, they had re- 
courfe to what they called the judgment of God, that is; 
to fortune : Their methods for confulting this oracle were 
various, One of them was the decifion by the croft; 
was practifed in this manner; -When a perfon was ac 
cufed of any crime,. he firft cleared himfelf by oath, and 
he was attended by-eleven compurgators. He ‘next took 
two pieces of wood, one of which was marked with the 
fign of the crofs; and wrapping both up in wool, he 
placed them on the altar, or on fome celebrated reliques 
ffter folemn prayers for the fuccefs of the experiment; 
a prieft, or in his ftead fome unexperienced youth, 
took up one of the pieces of wood, and if he happened 
upon that which was marked with the figure.of the crofs, 
the perfon was pronov unced innocent; if otherwife, guilty ar 
This pra@tice, as it arofe from fuperitition, was abolifhed 
by itin France. The emperor, Lewis the Debonnaire, 


h Pref, Nicol, ad Wilkins; p. 11. iLL. Burgund. cap. 45. 
LL. Lomb. lib, 2, tit. 55. cap. 34. K LE, Longob, lib. 2, tit. 5¢. 
cap, 23, apud Lindenb, p. 661. 1 See Desfontaines and Beaumanoir. 


m LL, Frifon, tit, 14. aped Lindenbdrogium, p. 496. 
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Appendix prohibited that method of trial, not becaufe it was uncer 
keceypanes thin, but left that facred figure, fays he, of the crofs fhould 


Military 
\ forces 


be proftituted in common difputes and controverfies ". 

Tue ordeal was another eftablifhed method of trial 
among the Anglo-Saxons. It was practifed either by 
boiling water or red-hot iron. ‘The former was appro 
ptiated to the common people; the latter to the nobility. 
‘The water or iron was confecrated by many prayers, 
mafles, faftings, and exorcifms °; after which, the perfon 
accufed either took up a ftone funk in the water ? toa 
certain depth, ‘or carried the iron to a certain diftance 5 
and his hand being wrapped up, and the covering fealed 
for three days, af there appeared, on examining it, no 
marks of burning, he was pronounced innocent ; if other- 
wife, guilty’, The trial by cold water was different : 
The perfon was thrown into confecrated water; if he 
fwam, he was guilty; if he funk, innocent *. It is diffi- 
cult for us to conceive, how any innocent perfon could 
ever efcape by the one trial, or any criminal be convicted 
by the other. But there was another ufage admirably 
calculated for allowing every criminal to efcape, who had 
confidence enough to try it. A confecrated cake, called 
a corfned, was produced ; which if the perfon could fwal- 
low and digeft, he was pronounced innocent °. 

Tue feudal law, if it had place at all among the 
Anglo-Saxons, which is doubtful, was not certainly ex- 
tended over all the landed property, and was not attended 
with thofe confequences of homage, reliefs‘, wardfhip, 


n Du Gange in verb. Crux, © Spellm. in verb. Ordeal, Parker, 
ps 15s.. Lindenbrog, p. 1299. P LL, Inz, § 77. 4 Some- 
times the perfon accuied walked barefoot over red hot iron, ¥ Spell- 
man in verb, Ordealium, 8 Spellm. in verb. Corfned,’ Parker, 
p- 156, ‘Text. Roffenf. p. 33. t On the death of an alderman, a 
greater or lefler thane, there was a payment made to the king of his bef arms 3 
and this was called hisheriot: But this was not of the nature of a relief. See 
Spellm, of tenures, p. 2. The value of this heriot was fixed by Canute’s laws? 
§ 69. 

marriage, 
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marriage, and other burthens, which were infeparable ea 
from it in the kingdoms of the continent; As the Sax« i 
ons expelled or entirely deftroyed the ancierit Britons, 
they planted themfelves in this ifland on the fame footing 
with their anceftors in Germany, atid found no occafion 
for the feudal inftitutions ", which were calculated to 
maintain a kind of ftanding army, always in readinefs to 
fupprefs any infurrection among the conquered people, 

‘The trouble and expence of defending the ftate in Eng- 
land lay equally upon all the land ; and it was ufual for 
every five hides to equip a man for the fervice. The tri« 
noda neceffitas, as it was called, or the burthen of military 
expeditions, of repairing highways, and. of building and 
fupporting bridges, was infeparable from landed property, 
even though it belonged to the church or monafteries, 
unlefs exempted by a particular charter ¥. The ceorles 
or hufbandmen were provided with arms, and were obliged 
to take their turn in military duty *. There were com- 
puted to be 243,600 hides in Englands ; confequently 
the ordinary military force of the kingdom confifted of 
48,720 men; though, no doubt, on extraordinary occa« 
fions, a gteater number might be aflembled. The king 
and nobility had fome military teriants, who were called 
Sithcun-men*. And there were fome lands annexed to 
the office of alderman, and to other offices; but thefe 
probably were not of great extent, and were pofleffed only 
during pleafure, as in the commencement of the feudal 
law in other countries of Europe. 

THE revenue of the king feems to have confifted chiefly Public res 
in his demefnes, which were large; and in the tolls and ““""* 
impofts which he probably levied at diferetion on the bo- 
troughs and fea-ports, that lay within his demefnes. He 


* Bragton de'Acqu. rer. domin, lib. 2. caps 26. See more fully Spellman 
of feuds and tenures, and Craigius de jure feud. lib. x, dieg, 7, 


W Spellm, Cone, vol, i. p, 2565 x Toe, § sr. ¥ Spelim, 
of feuds and tenures, p, 17, % Spellm, Conc, voli. p. 195 
Vou, I, Q could 
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ou could not alienate any part of the crown lands, even to reli- 

LH —— gious ufes, without the confent of the flates*. Danegelt 
was a land-tax of a fhilline a hide, impofed by the ftates >, 
either for payment of the fums exadted by the Danes, or 
for putting the king¢ in a pofture of defence againft 
thefe invaders °. 

Value of 

money. 


Te Saxon pound, as likewife that which was coined 


for fome centuries after the conqueft, was three times the 
weight of our prefent money: There were forty-eight 
fhillings in the pound, and five pence in a fhilling 4 5 
confequently a Saxon fhilling was a fifth heavier than 
ours, and a Saxon penny three times as heavy °. As to 
the value of money in thofe times, compared to commo- 
dities, there are fome, though not very certain, means of 
computation. A fheep by the laws of Athelftan was efti- 
mated at a fhilling; that is, fifteen-pence of our money, 


The fleece was two-fifths of the value of the whole 
fheep’; much above its prefent eftimation ; and the reafon 


probably was, that the Saxons, like the ancients, were 
little acquainted with any other clothing but what was 


i 
| 
| d 
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made of wool. Silk and cotton were quite unknown ; 
Linen was not much ufed. An ox was computed at fix 


Se 


times the value of a fheep; a-cow at four’. If-we fup- 
pofe, that the cattle in that age, from the defects in huf- 
bandry, were not fo large as they are at prefent in Eng- 
land; we may compute, that money was then near ten 
times of greater value. A horfe was valued at about 
thirty-fix’ fhillings of our money, or thirty Saxon fhil- 


lings ';.a mare a third lefs. A man at three pounds + 


lings, together with nftare in fummer, and an 


The board-wages of a chil i the firft year was eight fhil- 


2-Spellm. Cenc, vol. i. p. 340. 
© LL. Edw. Con. § 12. 
wood's Chron. Pretiofum, p. 27,28, &c. 
& Wilkins, p.69. b Ibid. _p, 326, 
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ox’s in winter*, William of Malmefbury mentions it 
as a remarkably high price that William Rufus gave fif- 
teen marks for a horfe, or about thirty pounds of our pre- 
fent money!, Between the years 900 and 1000, Ednoth 
bought a hide of land for about 118 fhillings of prefent 
money ™, ‘This was a little more than a fhilling an acre, 
which indeed appears to have been the ufual price, as we 
may learn from other accounts®, A palfrey was fold for 
twelve fhillings about the year 966°. The value of an 
ox in king Ethelred’s time was between feven and eight 
fhillings ; a cow about fix fhillings ?. Gervas of Tilbury 
fays, that in Henry I.’s time, bread which would fuffice 2 
hundred men for a day was rated at three fhillings, or a 
fhilling of that age; for it is thought that foon after the 
conqueft a pound fterling was divided into twenty fhil- 
lings: A fheep was rated at a fhilling, and fo of other 
things in proportion. \ In Athelftan’s time a ram was va~ 
lued at a fhilling, or four-pence Saxon 1, The tenants of 
Shireburn were obliged, at their choice, to pay either fix 
pence or four hens *. About 1232, the abbot of St, Al- 
bans, going on a journey, hired feven handfome ftout 
horfes ; and agreed, if any of them died on the road, to 
paythe owner 30 fhillings a-piece of our prefent money §, 
It is to be remarked, that in all ancient times, the raifing 
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eee termed 


of corn, efpecially wheat, being a {pecies of manufactory, 


that commodity bore always a higher price, compared to 
cattle, than it does in our times‘. “The Saxon Chronicle 
tells us", that in the reign of Edward the Confeflor there 
was the moft terrible famine ever known; in fo much 
that a quarter of wheat rofe to fixty pennies, or fifteen 
fhillings of our prefent money. Confequently it was 
as dear as if it now coft feven pounds ten fhillings, 


© LL, Ine, § 38. IP, 121. m Hift. Ramef. p. 41s, 

n Hift, Elienf p. 473, ° Hitt, Elienf. p, 471, P Wilkins, 
p. 125, 4 Wilkins, p. 56,  Monaft, Anglic, vol. ii, p. 528, 
+ Mat. Paris, ¥ Fleetwood, p..83, 94, 96, 98. ¥P. 157, 
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Appendix This much exceeds the great famine in the end of queer 
Saccnaasl Elizabeth ; when a quarter of wheat was fold for four 


pounds. Money in this laft period was nearly of the fame 
value as in our time. Thefe fevere famines are a certain 
proof of bad hufbandry. 

Ow the whole, there are three things to be confidered, 
wacrever a fum of money is mentioned in ancient times. 
Firft the change of denomination, by which a pound has 
been reduced to the third part of its ancient weight in fil~ 
ver, Secondly, the change in value by the greater plenty 
of money, which has reduced the fame weight of filver to 
ten times lefS value, compared to commodities ; and con- 
fequently a pound fterling to the thirtieth part of the an- 
cent value. Thirdly, the fewer people and lefs induftry, 
which were then to be found in every European kingdom. 
This circumftance made even the thirtieth part of the fum 
more difficult to levy, and caufed any fum to have more 
than thirty times greater weight and influence both abroad 
and at home, than in our times; in the fame manner that 
afum, a hundred thoufand pounds for inftance, is at pre 
{nt more difficult to levy in a {mall ftate, fuch as Bava- 
ria, and can produce greater effects on fuch a {mall com- 
munity, than on England. This laft difference is not 
cafy to be calculated: But allowing, that England has 
now fix times more induftry, and three times more people 
than it had at the conqueft and for fome reigns after that 
period, weare, upon that fuppofition, to conceive, takingall 
circumftances togethess every fum of money mentioned by 
niftorians, as if it were multiplied more than a hundred 
‘old above a fum of the fame denomination at prefent. 

In the Saxon times, land was divided equally among 
all the male-children of the deceafed, according to the 
cuftom of Gavelkind. ‘The practice of entails is to be 
found in thofe times *. Land was chiefly of two kinds, 


* LL, ZElf § 37. apud Wilkins, p, 43. 
bockland, 
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bockland, or land held by book or charter, which was ss 
regarded as full property, and defcended to the heirs of —_ F 


the poffeflor; and folkland, or the land held by the 
ceorles and common people, who were removable at plea- 
fure, and were indeed only tenants during the will of 
their lords. 

Tue firft attempt, which we find in England to fepa- 
rate the ecclefiaftical from the civil jurifdiction, was that 
law of Edgar, by which all difputes among the clergy 
were ordered to be carried before the bifhop’. The pen- 
nances were then very fevere; but as a man could buy 
them off with money, or might fubftitute others to per- 
form them, they lay eafy upon the rich 2. 


WITH regard to the manners of the Anglo-Saxons we Manners, 


can fay little, but that they were in general a rude, un- 
cultivated people, ignorant of letters, unfkilled in the 
mechanical arts, untamed to fubmiffion under law and 
government, addicted to intemperance, riot, and difor- 
der. Their beft quality was their military courage, which 
yet was not fupported by difcipline or condu@.. Their 
want of ,fidelity to the prince, or to any truft repofed in 
them, appears ftrongly in the hiftory of their later period ; 
and their want of humanity in all their hiftory. Even 
the Norman hiftorians, notwithftanding the low ftate of 
the arts in their own country, fpeak of them as barba- 
rians, when they mention the invafion made upon them 
by the duke of Normandy*. ‘The conqueft put the peo- 
ple in a fituation of receiving flowly, from abroad, the 
rudiments of fcience and cultivation, and of correcting 
their rough and licentious manners. 


y Wilkins, p. $3. % Ibid. p. 96, 97, Spell. Conc. p. 473. 
4 Gul, Put, p, 202. 
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WILLIAM tHe CONQUEROR, 


Confequences of the battle of Haftings 
of the Englifb 


Submiffion 
Settlement of the government—- 
King’s return to Normandy Difcontents of the 
Englifh Their infurrecions—— Rigors of the 
Norman government New infurreétions——— 
New rigors of the government—-Introduétion of the 
feudal law LIunovation in ecclefiaftical govera- 
ment Infurrettion of the ‘Noi 


nan barons 
Di/pute about inveftitures 
beri Doomfday-book 
War with France Death 


Wiiktam the Conqueror. 


Revolt of prince Ro- 
The New foreft 
-and charatter of 


JY OT HING could exceed the confternation which c A Pp. 
feized the Englifh, when they received intelligence , a 
of the unfortunate battle of Haftings, the death of their — 1066. 


7 : Kale ae Confequen- 
king, the flaughter of their principal nobility and of ¢¢, wy 


their braveft warriors, and the rout and difperfion of the bts of 
; = te ; . Haftings. 
remainder. But though. the Jofs, which they had fuf- 


tained in that fatal action, was confiderable, it might 


have been repaired by a great nation ; where the people 
were generally armed, and where there refided fo many 
- powerful noblemen in every province, who could have 
aflembled their retainers, and have obliged the duke- of 
Normandy to divide his army, and probably to wafte it 
in a variety of ations and rencounters. It was thus 
that the kingdom had formerly refifted, for many years, 
its invaders, and had been gradually fubdued, by the con- 
tinual efforts of the Romans, Saxons, and Danes; and 
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as te AP. equal difficulties might have been apprehended by William 
t—p—w in this bold and Hithrdatis enterprize. But there were 
feveral vices in the Anglo-Saxon conftitution, which ren- 
dered it dificult for the Englith to defend their liberties 
in fo critical an emergency. ‘The people had in a great 
neafure loft all national pride and fpirit, by their recent 
and long fubjegtion to the Danes ; and as Canute had, in 
the courfe of his adminiftration, much abated the rigors 
of conqueft, and had governed them equitably by their 
own laws, they regarded with the lefs terror the ignominy 
of a foreign yoke, and deemed the inconveniences of fub- 
miffion lefs formidable than thofe of bloodfhed, war, and 
refiftance. ‘Their attachment alfo to the ancient royal 
family had been much weakened by their habits of fub- 
miffion to the Danifh princes, and by their late election 
of Harold, or their acquiefcence in his ufurpation, And 
as they had Jong been accuftomed to regard Edgar Athel- 
ing, the only heir of the Saxon line, as unfit to govern 
them even in times of order and tranquillity ; they could 
entertain fmall hopes of his being able to repair fuch great 
loffes as they had fuftained, or to withftand the victorious 
arms of the duke of Normandy. 

Taart they might not, however, be altogether want- 
ing to themfelves in this extreme neceffity, the Englifh 
took fome fteps towards adjufting their disjointed govern- 
ment, and uniting themfelves againft the common enemy. 
‘The two potent earls, Edwin and Morcar, who had fled 
to London with the remains of the broken army, took 
the lead on this occafion: In concert with Stigand, arche 
bifhop of Canterbury, a man poffefled of great authority, 
and of ample revenues, they proclaimed Edgar, and en= 
deav roured to put the people in a pofture of defence, and 
encourage them to refift the Normans*. But the terror 
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of the late defeat, and the near neighbourhood of the in- © = 3 P. 
waders, encreafed the confufion, infeparable from great oy 
revolutions; and every refolution propofed was hafty, 
fluctuating, variable ; difconcerted by fear or faction ; ill 
planned, and worfe executed. 

Witztam, that his enemies might have no leifure to 
recover their confternation or unite their counfels, imme- 
diately put himfel? in motion after his victory, and re- 
folved to profecute an enterprize, which nothing but 
eelerity and vigor could render finally fuccefsful. His 
firft attempt was againft Romney, whofe inhabitants he 
feverely punifhed, on account of their cruel treatment of 
fome Norman feamen and foldiers, who had been carried 
thither by ftrefs of weather, or by a miftake in their 
courfe*: And forefeeing that his conqueft of England 
might ftill be attended with many difficulties and with 
much oppofition, he deemed it neceflary, before he fhould 
advance farther into the country, to make himfelf matter 
of Dover, which would both fecure him a retreat in cafe 
of adverfe fortune, and afford him a fafe landing-place for 
fuch fupplies as might be requifite for affifting him to pufh 
his advantages. ‘The terror, diffufed by his victory at 
Haftings, was fo great, that the garrifon of Dover, 
though numerous and well provided, immediately capitu- 
Jated ; and as the Normans, rufhing in to take pofleflion 
of the town, haftily fet fire to fome of the houfes, Wil- 
liam, defirous to conciliate the minds of the Englifh by 
an appearance of lenity and juftice, made compenfation to 
the inhabitants for their loffes ¢, 

Tue Norman army, being much diftrefled with a dy- 
fentery, was obliged to remain here eight days; and the 
duke, on their recovery, advanced with quick marches 
towards London, and by his approach encreéafed the con- 
fufions, which were already fo prevalent in the Englith 
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cH AP: counfels.... The ecclefiaftics in particular, whofe influence 
i) Was great over the people, began to declare in his favour; 
and.as moft of the bifhops and dignified clergymen were 
even then Frenchmen or Normans, the pope’s bull, by 
which his enterprize was avowed and confecrated, was 
now openly infifted on as a reafon for general fut bmiffion. 
The fuperior learning of thofe prelates, which, during 
the Confeflor’s reion, had raifed them above the ignorant 
Saxons, made their opinions be received with implicit 
faith ; and a young prince, like Edgar, whofe capacity 
was deemed fo mea an, was but ill qualified to refift the 
impreflion, which they made on the minds of the people, 
A repulfe, which a body of Londoners received from five 
hundred Norman horfe, renewed in the city the terror of 
the great defeat at Haftings; the eafy fubmiffion of all 
the inhabitants of Kent was an additional difcouragement 
to them ; the burning of Southwark before their eyes made 
them dread a like fate to their own city ; and no man any 


i 
i 
it 
| 
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longer entertained thoughts but of immediate fafety and 


40 
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== 


of felf-prefervation. Even the earls, Edwin-and Morear, 


in defpair of making effectual refiftance, retired with their 


troops to their own provinces ; and the peaple thenceforth 


difpofed themfelves unanimoufly to yield to the victor. 

Submiffion As foon as he pafled the Thames at Wallingford, and 
oF the Eng- 2 

'S veached Berkha unftead, Stigand, the primates made fub-=— 


ith, 


miffion to him : Before he came within fight of the city, 
all the chief nobility, and Edgar Atheling himfelf, the 
new. eleéted king, came into his camp, and declared their 


a 


intention of yielding to his authority *. They requefted 
him to mount their throne, which they now confidered as 
vacant; and declared to him, that, as they had always 
been ruled by regal power, they defired to follow, in this 
particular, the example of their anceftors, and knew of 
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ho one more worthy than himfelf to hold the reins of go- © a P. 
vernment f, nd 

"Fuoucu this was the great object, to which the duke’s 
enterprize tended, he pretended to deliberate on the offer ; 
and being defirous, at firft, of preferving the appearance 
of a legal adminiftration, he withed to obtain a more ex- 
prefs and formal confent both of his own army and of the 
Englith nation § : But Aimar of Aquitain, a man equally 
yefpected for valour in the field, and for prudence in 
council, remonftrating with him on the danger of delay 
in fo critical a conjunéture, he laid aide all farther fcru- 
ples, and accepted of the crown which was tendered him. 
Orders were immediately iffued to prepare every thing 
for the ceremony of his. coronation ; but as he was yet 
afraid to. place entire-confidence in the Londoners, who 
were numerous and warlike, he meanwhile commanded 
fortrefles to be ereéted in order to curb the inhabitants, 
and to fecure his perfon and government 5, 

STIGAND was not much in the duke’s favour, both 
becaufe he had intruded into the fee on the expulfion of 
Robert, the Norman, and becaufe he poflefied fuch in- 
fluence and authority over the Englifh ‘ as might be dan- 
gerous to a new eftablifhed monarch, William, there- 
fore, pretending that the primate had obtained his pall in 
an irregular manner from pope Benediét IX. who was 
himfelf an ufurper, refufed to be confecrated by ‘him, 
and conferred this honour on Aldred, archbifhop of York. 
Wedtminiter abbey was the place appointed for that mag~ 
nificent ceremony ; the moft confiderable of the nobility, 
both Englifh and Norman, attended the duke on this 26th Dec, 
occafion ; Aldred in a fhort fpeech afked the former, 
whether they agreed to accept of William as their king ; 
the bifhop of Coutance put the fame queftion to the lat- 
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ter; and both being anfwered with acclamations *, Al. 
dred adminiftered to the duke the ufual coronation oath, 
by which he bound himfelf to proteét the church, to ad- 
minifter juftice, and to reprefs violence : He then anointed 
him and put the crown upon his head', “There appeared 
nothing but joy in the countenance of the fpectators : 
But in that very moment, there burft forth the ftrongeft 
fymptoms of the jealoufy and animofity which prevailed 
between the nations, and which continually enereafed 
during the reign of this prince. The Norman foldiers, 
‘who were placed without in order to guard the church, 
hearing the fhouts within, fancied that the Englifh were 
offering violence to their duke; and they immediately 
affaulted the populace, and fet fire to the neighbour- 
ing houfes. The alarm was conveyed to the nobility 
who furrounded the prince; both Englifh and Normans, 
full of apprehenfions, rufhed out to fecure themfelves. 
from the prefent danger ; and it was with difficulty that 
William himfelf was able to appeafe the tumult ™. 


Tue king, thus poflefled of the throne by a pretended 
deftination of king Edward, and by an irregular election 
of the people, but ftill more by force of arms, retired 
from London to Berking in Effex ; and there received the 
fubmiffions of all the nobility, who had not attended his 
coronation, Edric, firnamed the Forefter, grand-nephew 
to that Edric fo noted for his repeated a¢ts of perfidy 
during the reigns of Ethelred and Edmond ; earl Coxo, 
aman famous for bravery; even Edwin and Morcar, earls 
of Mercia and Northumberland ; with the other principal 
noblemen of England, came and fwore fealty to him; 


k Order. Vital, p. 503. 

1 Malmefbury, p. 271, fays, that he alfo promifed to govern the Normans 
and Englith by equal laws; and this addition to the ufual oath feems not ime 
probable, confidering the circumftances of the times, 
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were received into favour; and were confirmed in the © HA P. 
pofleffion of their eftates and dignities ". Every thing a 


bore the appearance of peace and tranquillity ; and Wil- 
liam had no other occupation than to give contentment to 
the foreigners who had afiifted him tomount the throne, and 
to his new fubjects, who had fo readily fubmitted to him. 

He had got poffeffion of the treafure of Harold, which 
was confidéerable ; and being alfo fupplied with rich pre- 
fents from the opulent men in all parts of England, who 
were folicitous to gain the favour of their new fovereign, 
he diftributed great fums among his troops, and by this 
liberality gave them hopes of obtaining at length thofe 
more durable eftablifhments, which they had expected 
from his enterprize°. The ecclefiaftics, both at home 
and abroad, had much forwarded his fuccefs; and he 
failed not, in return, to exprefs his gratitude and devoe 
tion in the manner which was moft acceptable to them: 
He fent Harold’s ftandard to the pope, accompanied with 
many valuable prefents: All the confiderable monafteries 
and churches in France, where prayers had been put up 
for his fuccefs, now tafted of his bounty? : The Englifh 
monks found him well difpofed to favour their order 
And he built a new convent near Haftings, which he 
called Battle-Abbey, and which, on pretence of fupporting 
monks to pray for his own foul, and for that of Harold, 
ferved as a lafting memorial of his victory 4, 

He introduced into England that ftridt execution of 
juftice, for which his adminiftration had been much 
celebrated in Normandy ; and even during this violent 
revolution, évery diforder or oppreffion met with ri- 
gorous punifhment'. His own army in particular was 


n Gul, Pictay, p,208. Order, Vital. p, 5c6. o Gul. Pi&, 
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c pee P. governed with fevere difcipline ; and notwithftanding the 
~~ infolence of victory, care was taken to give as little offence 
2067- as poffible to the jealoufy of the vanquifhed. The king 
appeared folicitous to unite in an amicable manner the 


Normans and the Englifh, by intermarriages and alli- 
ances ; ‘and all his new fubjets who approached his pere 


fon were received with affability and regard. No figns of 
fufpicion appeared, not even towards Edgar Atheling, the 
heir of the ancient royal family, whom William®con- 
firmed in the honours of earl of Oxford, conferredon 
him by Harold, and whom he affected to treat with the 
higheft kindnefs, as nephew to the Confeffor, his great 
friend and benefaétor. ‘Though he confifcated the eftates 
of Harold, and of thofe who had fought in the battle of 
Haftings on the fide of that prince, whom he reprefented 
as an ufurper, he feemed willing to admit of every plau- 
fible excufe for paft oppofition to his pretenfions, and he 
received many into favour, who had carried arms againft 
him. He confirmed the liberties and immunities of Lon- 
don and the other cities of England ; and appeared defirous 
of replacing every thing on ancient eftablifhments. In 
his whole adminiftration, he bore the femblance of the 
lawful prince, not of the conqueror; and the Englifh 
began to flatter themfelves, that they had changed, not 
the form of their government, but the fucceffion only of 
their fovereigns, a matter which gave them finall con- 
cern. ‘The better to reconcile his new fubjects to his au- 
thority, William made a progrefs through fome parts of 
England ; and befides a fplendid court and majeftic pre- 
fence, which overawed the people, already ftruck with 
his military fame, the appearance of his clemency and 
juftice gained the approbation of the wife, attentive to the 

firft fteps of their new fovereign. 
Bur amidft this confidence and friendfhip, which he 
exprcfled for the Englith, the king took care to place all 
real 
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real power in the hands of his Normans, and ftill tokeep © H_A Ps 
met ea os Be 
pofleffion of the fword, to which, he was fenfible, he had _ 


ewed his advancement to fovereign authority. He dif- 
armed the city of London and other places, which ap- 
peared moft warlike and populous; and building citadels 
in that capital, as well as. in Winches: Hereford, and 
the cities beft fituated for commanding the kingdom, he 
quartered Norman foldiers in all of them, and left no 
where any power able to refift or oppole him, He be- 
ftowed the forfeited eftates on the moft powerful of his 
captains, and eftablifhed funds for the payment of his 
foldiers: And thus, while his civil adminiftration car- 
ried the face of a legal magiftrate, his military inftitutions 
were thofe of a mafter and tyrant; at leaft of one, who 


referved to himfelf, whenever he pleafed, the power of 


affuming that character. 


ah 
20676 


By this mixture, however, of vigour and lenity, he Kia ove 


nto 


had fo foothed the minds of the Engelith, that he thought } Nor! PLES, 


he might fafely revifit his native country, and enjoy the 
triumph and congratulation of his ancient fubje@s. He 
left the adminiftration in the hands of his uterine brether, 


Ode, bifhop of Baieux, and of. William Fitz Ofbern. Merch; 


‘That their authority might be expofed to Jefs danger, he 
carried over with him all the moft cenfiderable nobility 
of England, who, while they ferved to grace his court by 
their prefence and magnificent retinues, were in reality 
hoftages for the fidelity of the nation. Among thefe, 
were Edgar Atheling, Stigand the primate, the earls 
Edwin and Morcar, Waltheof, the fon of the brave earl 
Siward, with others, eminent for the greatnefs of their 
fortunes and families, or for their ecclefiaftical and civil 
dignities. He was vifited at the abbey of Fefcamp, 
where he refided during fome time, by Rodulph, uncle 
to the king of France, and by many powerful princes and 
nobles, who, having contributed to his enterprize, were 


defirous 


o~ 
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C H A P. defirous of participating in the joy and advantages of its 
aS fuccefs. His Englifh courtiers, willing -to ingratiate 
2067, themfelves with their new fovereign, outvyed each other 
in equipages and entertainments ; and made a difplay of 
riches, which ftruck the foreigners with aftonifhment, 
William of Poidtiers, a Norman hiftorian *, who was 
prefent, {peaks with admiration of the beauty of their 
perfons, the fize and workmanfhip of their filver plate, 
the coftlinefs of their embroideries, an art in which the 
Englifh then excelled ; and he exprefles himfelf in fuck 
terms, as tend much to exalt our idea of the opulence and 
cultivation of the peoplet. But though every thing bore 
the face of joy and feftivity, and William himfelf treated 
his new courtiers with great appearance of kindnefs, it 
was impoffible altogether to prevent the infolence of the 
Normans; and the Englifh nobles derived little fatisfaction 
from thofe entertainments, where they confidered thems 
felves as led_in triumph by their oftentatious conqueror. 
Difcontente [nN England affairs took ftill a worfe turn during the 
of the Eng A : : 
lit, abfence of the fovereign. Difcontents and complaints _ 
multiplied every where; fecret confpiracies were entered 
into againit the government; hoftilities were already be- 
gun in many places ; and every thing feemed to menace ~ 
a revolution as rapid as that which had placed William 
on the throne. The hiftorian above-mentioned, who is 
a panegyrift of his mafter, throws the blame entirely on 
the fickle and mutinous difpofition of the Englifh, and 
highly celebrates the juftice and lenity of Odo’s and Fitz 
Ofbern’s adminiftration". But other hiftorians, with 


regen ret nd 


3 P.21t, 212, 

t As the hiftorian chiefly infifts on the filver plate, his panegyrics on the. 
Englith magnificence fhows only how incompetent a judge he was of the mat- 
ter. Silver was then of ten times the value, and was more than twenty times 
more rare than at prefent; and confequently, of ail Species of luxury, plate 
muft have been the rareft, 
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more probability, impute the caufe chiefly 


mans, who, defpifing a people that had fo 


ted to the yoke, envying their riches, and grud 
reftraints impofed upon their own rapine, \ lefirous 
of provoki ing them toa rebellion, by which the y expected 
to acquire new confifcations and forfeitures, and to gra- 
tify thofe unbo ste hopes, which they had formed j 
entering on this enterprize . 

Ir is evident, that the chief reafon of this alteration in 
the fentiments of the Englith, mutt be aferibed to the de- 


parture of William, who was alone able to curb the vio-= 


lence of his captains, and to overawe the mutinj 
tT > 


eople. Nothing indeed appears more ftranee, than that 
PI ge, 
this prince, in lefs than three months after. the conqueft: 
5 thould abfent 


himfelf, in order to revifit his own country, which re= 
1 
I 


a 


ofa great, warlike, and turbulent n 


ity, and was not menaced 


by any of its neighbours; and fhouk 


mained in profound tranquil 


re ey we 
1 fo ong eave 


y of an infolent-and licentious 


jealous fubjects at the mei 
army. Were we not aflured of the folidity of his genius, 
and the good fenfe difplayed in all other circumftances of 
his conduct, we might afcribe this meafure to a vain often= 
tation, which rendered him impatient tod lifplay his pomp 


and magnificence among his ancient {ul It is there- 


fore more natural to believe, that, in fo extraordinary a 


ftep, he was guided by a menctgled policy ; and that, 


though he had thought proper at firft to allure the people 
to fubmiffion by the femblance of a leg 
he found, that he could nei 


tains, nor fecure his unftable government, without far- 


] adminiftration, 


rapacious cap~ 


ther exerting the rights of conqueft, and feizing the pof- 


feffions of the Englifh. In order to give a pretence for 


this violence, he endeavoured, without difcovering his 


intentions, to provoke and allure them into in nfurrections, 


Ww Order, Vital. p, 507, 
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Cc H AP. which, he thought, could never prove dangerous, while 


IV. i * . Pe, < Peer |e re 
eine he me all the principal nobility in Normanay, while 
land, 


1067. 1s army was qua tered in Eng 
‘thd i while he himf felf was fo near to apts any tumult 
no ancient writer has afcribed this 
William, it fcarcely feems allow- 
ure alone, to throw fuch an imputation 
upon him. 

Theirinfare Bur whethe 
rections: = the kine’s vanity or from ney policy, it was the imme- 
e calamities which the Englith endured 
no this and the fubfequent reigns, and gave rife to 
thofe mutual jealoufies and animofities beiweati them and 
the Normans, which were never appeafed, till a long 
tract of time had Es ally united the two nations, and 
m one people. The-inhabitants of Kent, who 
sd to the Conqueror, were the firft that 
ipted to throw off the yoke: In confederacy with 
Eufta ce, count of Bologne, who had alfo been difgufted 
ade an attempt, though without 
fon of Dover *: Edric, the Forefter, 
yn the banks of the Severne, being 
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lations of fome Norman captains in 


ormed an alliance with Blethyn and 


sf, 


two Welfh princes ;. and: endeavoured, with 
their affiftance, to repel force by force’. But though 


ee 


1 at 


thefe open hoftilities were not very confiderable; the dif- 
affe@tion was general among the Englifh, who had be- 
come fenfible, though too late, of their defencelefs con- 


dition, and began already to experience thofe infults and 
gees wi 


be reduced to that defpicable fimmatio: A fecret 


nich a nation muft always expect, that allows 


z 


racy was entered into to perpetrate in one day a 
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general aflafiination of the Normans, like that which had C H A P, 


formerly been executed upon the Danes; and the quar- 
rel was become fo general and national, that the vaflals 
of earl Coxo, having defired him to head them in an in- 
furreétion, and finding him refolute in maintaining his 
fidelity to William, put him to death as a traitor to his 
country. 


Iv, 


nw 
1067, 


Tue king, informed of thefe dangerous difcontents, p.cembd, 6, 


haftened over to England ; and by hie prefence, and the 
vigorous meafures which he purfued, difconcerted all the 
fohiin nes of the confpirators. Such of them as had been 
more violent in their mutiny betrayed their guilt, by fly- 
ing or concealing themfelves ; and the confifcation of 
their eftates, while it encreafed the number of malcon- 
tents, both enabled William to gratify farther the rapa- 
city of his Norman captains, and gave them the profpect 
of new forfeitures and attainders. ‘The king began to 
regard all his Englifh fubjects as inveterate. and irre- 
claimable enemies ; and thenceforth cither embraced, or 
was more fully confirmed in the refolution, of feizing 
their pofleffions, and of reducing them to the moft abject 
flavery. ‘Though the natural violence and feverity of his 
temper made him incapable of feeling any remorfe in the 
execution of this tyrannical purpofe, he had art enough 
to conceal his intention, and to preferve ftill fome ap- 
pearance of juftice in his oppreffions. He ordered all the 
Englith, who had been arbitrarily expelled by the Nor- 
mans, during his abfence, to be reftored to their eftates <: 
But at the fame time, he impofed a general tax on the 
people, that of Danegelt, which had ‘has abolifhed by 

Confeffor, and which had always been’ extremely 
odious to the nation? 


% Chron, Sax. p.173. This fa& isa full proof, that the Normans had 
committed great injuftice, and were the real caufe of the infurreGtions of the 
Englih. 
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As the vigilance of William overawed the malcon- 
. tents, their infurreCtions were more the refult of an im- 


humour in the people, than of any regular con- 
which could give them a-rational hope of fuccefs 


2 3 S 


in{t the eftablifhed power of the Normans. The in- 
habitants of Exeter, inftigated by Githa, mother to king 


fed to admit a Norman garrifon, and betak- 

ms, were ftrengthened by the acceffion 
inhabitants of Devonfhire and Corn- 
haftened with his forces to chaftize this 
proach, the wifer and more confiderable 
itizen of 33 unequal conteft, perfuaded the 
peo aia to fubmit, and to deliver hoftages for their obedi- 
ence. A fudden mutiny of the populace broke this 
agreement; and William, appearing before the walls, 


ordered the eyes of one of the hoftages to be put out, as 


an earneft of that feverity, which the rebels muft expect, 


heir revolt. The inhabitants were 


terror, and furrendering at difcretion, 
at the oe s feet, and fupplicated his 
Villiam was not deftitute of 
yer was not hardened either by 
le was prevailed on to pardon the re- 
xuards on all the gates, in order te pre- 
infolence of ve foldiery «. Githa 


ef ae with her treafures to Flanders. The malcontents 
of Cornwal imitated the example of Exeter, and met with 
like treatment: And the king, having built a citadel in 
that city, which he put under the command of Baldwin, 
fon of earl Gilbert, returned to Winchefter, and dif- 
perfed his army into their quarters. He was here joined 
by his vee Matilda, who had not before vifited Eng- 
ne now ordered to be crowned by arch- 
oon stiies fhe brought him an acceflion 


iand, and whom 


ail Oilt 


| 
ral 
re) 


hop “ieee 


b Order, Vital. p. 510, ¢ Ibid, @ Ibid. 
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to his family, by the birth of a fourth fon, whom heC H A P. 


aamed Henry. His three elder fons, Robert, Richard, 
and William, ftill refided in Normandy. 


Bur though the king appeared thus fort 


«t Fal 
ate both in 


public and domeftic life, the difcontents of his } 


i augmented — and the injuries, committ 


and fuffered on both fides, rendered the quarrel between 


1 
i 


aie and the Normans abfolutely incurable. The info- 


ence of victorious matters, difperfed throughout | the 


kingdom, feemed Salsas to the natives; and where- 


“ 


ever they found the Normans, feparate or aflembled in 


{mall bodies, they fecretly fet upon them, and gratified 


their v vengez of their enemies. But 


the seneral at- 

sada and feemed to threaten m ee tant confe- 
quences. Edwin and Morear ap tk 
ay | 1S e 1 } 
peisllion <7: and thefe potent noblemen re they t 
: J 

arms, ftipulated for foreion fuccou 1eir nephew 
Blethin, prince of ] colm, king 


of Scotland, and from Sweyn, king of Denmark.  Be- 


fides. the general difcontent, which had feized the Ene- 
ith ;the two earls were incited to this revolt by private 


injuries. William, in orc der * to infure them to 


refts, had, on his 


promifed his dai 


marriage to Edwin; but either he had never 


naa Ney 


intended to per 
his plan of adminift 


. ; <P y iis 
rigour, ne thor 


ae: 
whilé he en 


one family, 


at AT 
i that nRovliemar;r 


d countrymen, 


ry Of cher 
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ancient liberties. William knew the importance of cele- 
rity in quelling an infurrection, fupported by fuch power- 
ful leaders, and fo agreeable to the wifhes of the people ; 

roops always i dinefs, he advanced 


to the 


Henry de 

which 
He scattied York be 
vai Js were in any ee ae for refiftance, or were joined 
ours, which they ex pected ex- 
forcement from Wales ®; and the tw 

found no other means of fafety, but having recourfe 

to the clemency of the vitor. Archil, a potent noble- 

man in thofe parts, oe their example, and delivered 

his fon as an hoftage for } delity 5; nor were the peo- 

eferted b 


ple, thus deferted by ee aders, able to make any far- 


ther refiftance. as the treatment, which William gave 
i very different from that which fell to 
fiche of their followers. He obferved religioufly the 
which he had nted to the former ; and allowed 

them, for the prefent, to keep pofiefion of their eftate 


but he extended the ricors of his confifcations over i 


latter, and gave away their land his foreign adven- 
> t=) > 


turers. ‘Thefe, planted throug! 1¢ whele country, 


and in 2 ee of the ee power, left 


fupport, Ata ready to fall, whenever he fhould think pro- 
per to command their ruin. A peace, which he made 
with Malcolm, who did him hom: age for Cumberland, 
feemed, at the fame time, to deprive them of all profpect 
of foreign affiftance ', 

THE Englifh were now fenfible that the 
tion was intend ] 


f Osder, Vital. p. 
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whom they had hoped to gain by. their fubmiffions, they 
had socials furrendered them 
tyrant and acongueror. Thoug 


P 


ce 


elves; without refiftance, to a 


of Harold’s followers might feem inigui being 


fiiS&ed on men who had never fworn fealty to the duke of 


Z 


Normandy, who were ignorant o etenfions, and 


who only fought in iene of the government, which 
they themfelves had eftablifhed in their own country : 


Yet were thefe ri however contrary 


Saxon laws, excufed on account of the u1 


of the prince ; and thofe who were not invol\ 
prefent ruin, hoped, that they fhould thenceforth enj< 
without moleftation their poffeffions and th iti 


But the fuccefive deftruction of fo many c 
convinced them, that the king 


on the fupport and affections of foreig 


forefaw new forfeitures, attainders, and 


as the neceffary refult of this deftructive plan of admini- 
ftration. fled 


his confidence, or was intrufted with any command or 


mT 


They obferved, that no E 


uthority. ; and that the ftrangers, whom a rigorous dif- 


cipline could have but ill reftrained, were encouraged in 

their infolence and tyranny againft them.. The eafy fub- 

miifion of the kingdom on its firit invafion had expofed 
; 


the natives to contempt; the fubfequent So of their 
bject. of 


ent, 


animofity and refentment had made them the 


hatred ; and they were now deprived of ever 


wa 


by which they could hope to make themfelves « 
garded or beloved by their fovereign. Imprefied with the 


fenfe of this difmal fituation, m: Englifhmen fled into 


foreign countries, with an es of ‘pafling their lives 
abroad free from oppreffion, or of returning on a favour- 
able opportunity to affift their friends in the recovery of 
their native liberties '. Edgar Atheling him/elf, dreading 

i Order, Vital, p. 508, M. Weft. p.225. M, Paris, p. 4. Sim. Dune 
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ia am P. the infidious carefles of William,-was perfuaded by Cofs 
~~) Patric, apowerful Northumbriah, to efcape with him into 
1068, land; and he carried thither his two fifters Margaret 
They were well received by Malcolm, 
who foon after efpoufed Margaret, the elder fitter ; and 
partly with a view of ftrengthening his kingdom by the 
‘s, partly in hopes of em- 

til 


t countenance to all tl Many 


ying them < {t the growing season of vie pee he 
fettled there; and laid the fountlaton of families 

rwards made a figure in that kingdom, 
the Englifh fuffered under thefe oppreffions, 
even the foreigners were not much at their eafe ; but find- 
ing themfelves furrounded on all hands by enraged ene- 
mies, who took every advantage ag rainft them, and oe 
them with ftill more bloody effeéts of the public refent- 
ment, they began to with again for the tranquillity and 
rofl i Hugh de Grentmefnil, 
entrufted with great 
the fervice ; and fome 
ae defertion which was 


hly refented by the king, and which he punithed by 


confifeation of all their pofleffions in England *, But 

1’s bounty to his followers could not fail of allur- 

ing many new adventurers into his fervice ; and the rage 
ae Englifh ferved only to excite the atten- 

and thofe warlike chiefs, and keep 


refs ev ery commencement of do- 


_ Fob. Ir was not long before they found occupation for 

Wew infur- nit a 

reQions, _ their prowefs ‘and military condu&t.- Godwin, Edmond, 
and Magnus, three fons of Harold, had immediately after 


the defeat at Haftings, fought a retreat in Ireland ; where, 
K-Order, Vitaliz, -p. 512, 


havi ng 
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4 


having met with a kind reception fro: 


princes of that country, they pr ved an invafion on 


England, and they hoped that all the 
nd, and Wales, affifted by 


feveral countri 


mark, Scotla 


s, would at once commence he 


rouze the indignation 


conquerors. They landed but found 


‘ 
d of fome 


Brian, fon of the count of 


ready to oppoie: then 


foreign troops 
in feveral actions, they were — 
fhips, and to return with 
is to the north, 


achere: alfairs had seen into the utmoft confufien. “The 


ins had attacked Ko- 


ior of Dur- 


ham; and ga vet ng the advan from his ne- 
7, with feven 
ated. the 
jflew Robert 


eedin the caftle 


gligence, eheyt “ot him to d 


hundred of his followers ™. 


inhabitants + York; who-r 
> 


Fitz-Richard, their governor nd be! 
William Mallet, on whom the. command now. devolved, 
A little after, the Danith troops landed from 300 veffels : 
Ojfberne, brother to king Sweyn, was entrufted with: the 


accompanied by 


command of thefe Sauces 
Jarold and Canute, two°fons of that monarch. Edga 


Atheling appeared from Scotland, and brought along witl 


him Cofpatric, Waltheof, ouras -d, Bearne, Merlefwain, 


partly from the hopes 


; hafe 1r 
In thote parts 


the infu 


difcontented Northun 


* - ct 
Mallet, that he might b the defence of the 
1 Gul. Gemet, p, 290. Order. Vital. p. 513. Anglia Sacra, vol. i, p. 246. 
m Order. V p- 512, Chron, de MMfailr. p.116, -Hoveden, p. 450. 
M, Paris, p.5 ep. 195, n Oider. Vital, p. 512: 
rae 
citadel 
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ns of York, fet fire to fome houfes, which lay conti+ 
enw guous; but this expedient proved the immediate caufe of 
#269. his deftruction. The flames, fpreading into the neigh- 
bouring ftreets, reduced the whole city to afhes : “The 

enraged inhabitants, aided by the Danes 
ack the caftle 


the caftle, 
garrifon, to the number o 
to the fword without mercy °. 
Tuis fuccefs proved a fignal to many other parts of Eng- 
and, and gave the people an opportunity of fhowing their 
evolence to the Normans. Hereward, a nobleman in 


ers, and taking fhelter in the Ile of Ely, made inroads on 
ill the ne g country?, The Englifh in. the 


rate r valour, afflembled his follow- 
: 


counties of So Rae Std Dorfet rofe in arms, and affaulted 
Montacute, the Norman oof while the inhabitants 
of Cornwal and Devon invefted Exeter, which, frem the 
xemory of William’s. clemency, ftill remained faithful 
tohim. Edric, the Forefter, calling in the affiflance of 
the Welth, laid fiege to Shrewfbury, and made head 
againft earl Brient and Fitz-Ofberne, who commanded in 
thofe quarters’. The Englifh every where, repenting 
their former eafy fubmiffion, eemed determined to make 
by concert one great effort for the recovery of their li- 
berty, and for the ex pulfion of their oppreffors. 
WiLiiAM, undifmayed amidft this fcene of confufion, 
affembled his forces, and animating them with the pro- 
fpe&t of new confifcations and forfeitures, he marched 
againft the rebels in the north, whom herregarded ‘as the 
mott formidable, and whofe defeat he knew would {trike 
a terror into all the other malcontents. Joining policy to 
force, he tried, before his approach, to weaken the ene- 


© Order, Vital. p. 513. Hoveden, p. 451, P Inguilf, p. 73+ 
Cheon. Abb. St. Petride Burgo, p.. 47, q Order, Vital, pe 514. 


my, 


* 


f plundering the fea-coaft, to retire 


rr hoftilities, into. Denmark *. 


of fuccefs, imitated the example 


eae es econ’ a 
miffions to the king, and paying-a 


atonement for 


° 
and even ihvefted- with the earldom of Northumberland 


Waltheof, who lor 


r def ended Y ork «K 
was allured with nut 
William knew, how-to 
that nobleman had no reafon to repe 
Even Edric,. compelled by 
the Conqueror, and re 
after followed-by. {& 
colm, coming teo 
conftrained i 
parts, excey 
difperfed 

matters of 
lowers, fought 
fuit of his enemies. 


lib er ty 


ur co nmittine 


in defpair 


with great coura 


Jerates, was 


in other 


5 with his Fok: 


otland from the pur- 


Bur the feeming clemency of William towards the 


Englith lez 


efteem of individuals : His heart was 


compaffion towards the people 


fure,; however viole 
3 

to fupport his p 

fible of the reftlefs d 

determined: to incapacitate ti 


him difturbanee, and he iffued 
> 


® Hoveden, p.451.. Chron. Abb, St, Petri de B 


af} 


199. ' 


proceeded only from artifice, or from his ' 


hardened a 


gaint all 


> ferupled no mea- 
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CHA P. wafte that fertile country, which, for the extent of fixty 


IV. 


Lum~ee# Miles, lies between the Humber and the Tees'. The 


1070, 


houfes were reduced to afhes by the mercilefs Normans ; 
the cattle feized and driven away; the inftruments of huf- 
bandry deftroyed ; and the inhabitants compelled either 
to feek for a “fubfiftence in the fouthern parts of Scot- 


pb 
HY 


land, or if they li i in England, from a reluctance to 


abandon their ancient habitations, they perifhed miferably 
in the woods from cold and hunger. ap lives of a hun- 
dred psoas ‘fons are computed to have been facri- 
ficed to this ftroke eek barbarous policy ", which, by feek- 
ing a ae ra temporary evil, thus inflicted a lafting 
wound on the power and pop sulodtnets of the nation. 

Bur William, finding himfelf entirely mafter of a 
people, who had given him fuch fenfible proofs of their 
impotent rage and animofity, now refolved to proceed to, 
extremities againft all the natives of England; and to” 
reduce them to a condition, in which they fhould no 
longer be formidable to his government. The infurree- 
tions and confpiracies in fo many parts of the kingdom 
hadi 


ne bulk of the landed proprietors, more or 
lefs, in the guilt of treafon; and the ki ing took advantage 


of executing againft them, with the itmght rigour, the 
laws of forieiture and attainder.’ Their lives were in- 
deed commonly fpared.; but their eftates were confifcated, 
and either-annexed to the royal demefnes, or conferred 
with the moft profufe bounty on the Normans and other 
foreigners. While the king’s declared intention was to 
deprefs or rather entirely extirpate the Englifh gentry *, 


£ 


oe ¥< vey dey a | sieve c fra rea # cs 7 
it is eafy. to believe that fcarcely the form of juftice would 


* Chron, Sax. p.174. Ingulf, p, 79+ Malmef. p. 103. Hoveden, p. 45% 
Chron, Abb, St. Petri de Burgo, p. 47, M. P aris, p. 5. Sim, Dun. p. 199 
Brompton, p.g66. Knyghton, p, 2344. Angiia Sacra, vol. i. Ps 792. 


fer, Vital. ps 515. W Malmef. p. 104, 
* H, Hunts py 3705 
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be obferved in thofe violent proceedings *; and that any© H A P. 
fufpicions ferved as the moft undoubted proofs of guilt 4 y 
againft a people thus devoted to deftruétion. It was crime 107% 
fufficient in an Englifhman to be opulent or noble. or 
powerful; and the policy of the king, concurring with 

the rapacity of foreign adventurers, produced almoft a to- 

tal revolution in the landed property of the kingdom. 

Ancient and honourable families were reduced to beg- 

gary ; the nobles themfelves were every where treated 

with ignominy and contempt ; they had the mortification 

of feeing their caftles and manors poflefled by Normans 

of the meaneft birth and loweft ftations 7; and they found 
themfelves carefully excluded from every road, which led 

either to riches or preferment +. 


As power naturally follows property, this revolution Introdu@ion 
‘ of the feudal 
> law. 

by the new inftitutions which he eitablifhed, took alfo 


care to retain for ever the military authority in thofe 


alone gave great fecurity to the foreieners; but William 


hands, which had enabled him to fubdue the kingdom. 
He introduced into England the feudal law, which he 
found eftablifhed in France and Normandy, and which, 
during that age, was the foundation both of the ftability 
and of the diforders, in moft of the monarchical govern- 
ments of Europe. He divided all the lands of England, 
with very few exceptions, befide the royal demefnes, into 
baronies ; and he conferred thefe, with the ref-rvation of 
ftated fervices and payments, on the moft confiderable of 
his adventurers. ‘Thefe great barons, who held imme- 
diately of the crown, fhared out a great part of their 
Jands to other foreigners, who were denominated knights 
or vafials, and who paid their lord the fame duty and fub- 
miffion in peace and war, which he himfelf owed to his 
fovereign. The whole kingdom contained about 700 


i 


* See note [H] at the end of the volume. ¥Y Order, Vitalis, 
Pp: §21. M, Weft. p. 229. F See note [J] at the end of the 
volume, 
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fees%; and as noné 


\itted into the firft rank, 


ef the native Engi 
ir landed property, were glad 


and under the protection 


of fome powerful Norman themfelves and their 
tes which 


‘The {mall 


met 
under 


ners, that the 


‘orts of its en emies. 


- THs better to ‘unite the parts of the government, and 


to bind hie ee one fyftem, hice might ferve both for 
defence againit foreigners, and for the fupport of domeftic 
j 


iam reduced 


ftical revenues 


tranquillity 


Ye erin cae. 
ne iaMe ict 


ad courted 


the church on his firft and acceffion, he now 


ergy regarded as a 


‘ 4 L 1 


ii to tne sing war a number of 


knights or military tenants, proportioned to the extent of 


flefied by each fee or abbey ; and they were 


property po 


1 t 


liable, in cafe of failure, to the fame penalties which were 
exacted from the laity’. ‘The pope and the ccaeed 


exclaimed avai 
king’s auth 
who held every ie from his bounty, that fuperftition 
itfelf, even in that 


» when it was moft prevalent, was 
conftrained to bend under his { i 


Y tninenc 
inmuUence, 


apud Selden, Titles of Honour, 
Sir Robert Cotton, 


» Wist, p.225. M. Paris, p, 4. Bra¢ton, lib, 1, cap, 1. num. % 


bo M, Parisy p.§, Anglia Sacra, vol. i. p. 248, 


8 But 
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Bur as the great body of the clergy were fill natives, © H AP: 
the king had much reafon to dread the effects of their re- Loy 
féntment: He therefore ufed the precaution of expelling 197% 
the Englith from all the confiderable di 

3 < 


yancing foreigners in their place. The partiality of the 


nities, and of ad- 


Confeflor towards the Normans had been fo great, that, 
aided by their fuperior learning, it had promoted them 
to many of the fees in England; and even before the 
period of the conqueft, fcarcely more than fix or feven of 
the prelates were natives of the country. But among 
thefe was Stigand, archbifhop of Canterbury; a man, 
who, by his addrefs and vigour, by the greatnefs of his 
family and alliances, by the extent of his pofleffions, as 
well as by the dignity of his office, and his authority 


over the Englith, gave jealoufy to the king *. 


William had, on his acceffion, affronted thi 
iploying the archbifhop of York to officiate at his con- 


oe he was careful, on other occafions, to load oie 


with honours and carefles, and to avoid gi 


ther offence, till the opportunity fhould offer of e fe >Cluat- 
ing his final deftruction’. The fuppreffion of the late 


rebellions, and the total fubjection of the Englifh, made 


him hope, that an attempt againft Stigand, however vio- 


lent, would be covered by his great fuce 


overlooked amidft the other important re 
affected fo deeply the property and 


dom, . Yet, notwithftanding thefe 


did not think it fafe to violate the reverence ufuall 


to the primate, but under cover of a new fuperf 
which he was the great inflrument of introduc 
Enoland. 

o 


THE deo 


m 


ore 
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C H A P, more prevalent in the fouthern than in the northern kitig« 


Iv. 


«,— doms of Europe. Pope Ales 


1070, 


ander, who had affifted Wil+ 
liam in his conquefts, ae expected, that the French 
and Normans would import into England, the fame re- 
verence for his facred character, with which ‘they were 
imbued in their own country ; and would break the fpi- 
ritual, as well as civil independancy of the Saxons, who 
had hitherto conducted their ecclefiaftical government, 
nowledgment indeed of primacy in the fee of 


with an 


Rome, but without inte ic fF its title to dominion of 
ain. As foon, therefore, as the Norman prince 


feemed fully eftablithed on the thro1 e difpatched 
Ermenfroy, bifhop of Sion, as his legate into England; 
nd this ptelat was the firft, that had ever appeared with 
that cha in any part of the Britifh iflands. The 


king, though he was s probably led by principle to pay 


this fubmi se determined, as is ufual, to em- 


ploy the incident as a means of ferving his pig pur-+ 


Cent ¢ 


thofe Englifh prelates, who were 
egate fubmitted to be+ 


pofes, and of degrac 
become obnoxi 
come the infti lis tyranny ; and thought, that 
the more violent the exertion of power, the more cer- 
tainly did. it confirm the authority of that court, from 
which he derived his commiffion. He fummoned, there+ 
fore, a council of the prelates and abbots at Winchefter ; 
and being affifled by two cardinals, Peter and. John, he 
cited before him Stigand, archbifhop of Canterbury, ‘to 
anfwer for his conduct. “The primate was acecufed of 
three crimes; the holding of the fee of Winchefter to- 


gether with that of Canterbury; the officiating in the 
g g 


pall of Robert, his predeceflor ; and the having received _ 


his own pall from Benedict IX. who was afterwards de- 


pofed for fymony, and for intrufion into the papacy® 


e Hoveilen, p. 453. Diceto, p. 482, Knyghton, p.2345. Anglia Sacra, 
vol, i, ps 5,6. Ypod, Neuf, p. 438. 


A, Thefe 


1) 
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Thefe crimes of Stigand were mere pretences; fince the C HA P, 
firft had been a practice not unufual in England, and was Uso y 
never any where fubjected to a higher penalty than a re- 1070. 
fignation of one of the fees ; the fecond was a pure cere= 

monial ; and as Benedic&t was the only pope who ther 
officiated, and his aéts were never repealed, all the pres 

lates of the church, efpecially thofe who lay at a diftance, 

were excufable for making their applications to him. 
Stigand’s ruin, however, was refolved on, and was pro= 

fecuted with great feverity. The legate deotaded him 


ra 
> 


from his dignity: The king confifcated his eftate, and 
caft him into prifon, where he continued, in poverty and 
want, during the remainder of his life.” Like rigour was 
exercifed again{ft the other Enclifh prelates : Agelric, 
bifhop of Selefey, and Agelmare, of Elmham, were de- 
pofed by the legate, and imprifoned by the kings Many - 
confiderable abbots fhared the fame fate: Egelwin, bifhop 
of Durham, fled the kingdom: Wulftan, of Worcefter, 
aman of an inoffenfive charaéter, was the only Englifh '! 
prelate that efcaped this general profcription *, and re- 
mained in pofleffion of his dignity. “Aldred, archbifhop 
of York, who had fet the crown on William’s head, had 
died a little before of grief and vexation, and had left 
his malediction to that prince on account of the breach 
of his coronation oath; and of the extreme tyranny with 
which, he faw, he was determined to treat his Englith 
fubjects #, 

Iv was a fixed maxim in this reign, as well as in fome 
of the fubfequent, that no native of the ifland-fhould 


£ Brompton relates, that Wulfan was alfo deprived by the fynod; but ree 
fufing to deliver his paftoral flaff and ring to any but the perfon from whom 
he firft received it, he went immediately to king Edward’s tomb, and firucke 
the ftaff fo deeply into the fone, that none but himfelf was ableto pull it out; 
Upon which he was allowed to keep his bifhopric. This inftance may ferve, 
inftead of many, as a fpecimen of the monkith miracles, See alfy the Annals 
of Burton; p. 284, & Malmef, de get. Pont, p. 1540 
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C HA P.ever be advanced to any dignity, ecclefiaftical, civil, or 


IV. 1" . - ~,¢ . 
i military". The king therefore, upon Stigand’s depofition, 
1070. promoted Lanfranc, a Milanefe monk, ¢elebrated for his 


learning and piety, to the vacant fee. This prelate was 
rigid in defending the prerogatives of his ftation ; and 
after a long procefs before the pope, he obliged ‘Thomas, 
a Norman monk, who had been appointed to the fee of 
York, to acknowledge the primacy of the archbifhop of 
Canterbury. Where ambition can be fo happy as to co- 
ver its enterprizes, even to the perfon himfelf, under the 
appearance of principle, it is the moft incurable and in- 
flexible of all human paffions. Hence Lanfranc’s zeal 
in promoting the interefts of the papacy, by which’ he 
himfelf augmented his own authority, was indefatigable; 
and met with proportionable fuccefs. The devoted at- 
tachment to Rome continually encreafed in Englands and 
being favoured by the fentiments of the conquerors, as 
well as by the monaftic eftablifhments formerly intro- 
duced by Edred and by Edgar, it foon reached the fame 
height, at which it had, during fome time, ftood-in 
France and Italy. It afterwards went much farther ; 
being favoured by that very remote fituation, which had 
at firft obftru@ed its pragrefs ; and being lefs checked by 
knowledge and a liberal education, which were ftill fome- 
what more common in the fouthern countries. 

‘Tue prevalence of this fuperftitious fpirit became dan- 
gerous to fome of William’s fucceflors, and incommo- 
dious to moft of them: But the arbitrary fway of this 
king over. the Englifh, and his extenfive authority over 
the foreigners, kept him from feeling any immediate in; 
conveniencies from it. He retained the church in great 
fubje@ion, as well as his lay fubjeéts ; and would allow 
none, of whatever character, to difpute his fovereign will 

h Ingulf, p. 70;74+ iM. Wet. p.228, Lanfranc wrote in 
defence of the real prefence againft Berengarius; and in thofe ages of flupidity 
and ignorance, he was greatly applauded for that performance, 

and 
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and pleafure. He prohibited his fubjes from acknow-C H A Ps 
ledging any one for pope whom he himfelf had not pies. any 
viouily received: He required, that all-the ecclefiaftical 1070 
canons, voted in any fynod, fhould firft be laid before 
*him, and be ratified by his authority : Even bulls or lets 

ters from Rome could not legally be produced, till they 
received the fame fan@ion : And none of his minifters or 

barons, whatever offences they were guilty of, could be 
fubjected to fpiritual cenfures, till he himfelf had given 

his confent to their excommunication €, Thefe regula- 

tions were worthy of a fovereign, and kept united the 

civil and e¢clefiaftical powers, which the principles, intro- 

duced by this prince himfelf, had an immediate tendency 

to feparate. 

Bur the Englith. had the: cruel moftification to find; 
that their king’s authority, however acquired or however 
extended, was all employed in their opprefion; and that 
the fcheme of their fubjection, attended with every cir 
eumftance” of infult and indignity ', ‘was deliberately 
formed by the prince, and wantonly profecuted by his 
followers. William had even entertained the dificult 
project of totally abolifhing the Englith language ; and, 
for that purpofe, he ordered, that; in all fchools through- 
out the kingdom, the youth fhould be inftrudted in the 
French tongue, a practice which was continued from cuf- 
tom till after the reign of Edward II]. and was never 
indeed totally difcontinued in England: The pleadings 
in the fupreme courts of judicature were in French*: 
The deeds were often drawn in the fame language : The 
laws were compofed.in that idiom 2: No other tongue 
was ufed at court : It became the language of al] fathion- 
able company ; and the Englith themfelves, afhamed of 


k Eadmer, pi 6. 1 Order, Vital. p, 523. H.Hunt. De 470- 

™m Ingulf, p. 72. n 36 Ed. Jil. cap. 15. Selden Spicileg, ad 
Eadmer, p. 189.  Fortefeué ‘de laud. leg. Angl, cap. 43. 
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CH AP. their own country, affected to excel in that foreign dia- 
lea. From this attention of William, and from the ex- 


4070, 


tenfive foreign dominions, long annexed to the crown of 
England, proceeded that mixture of French, which is at , 
prefent to be found in the Englifh tongue, and which 
compofes the greateft and beft part of our language. But 
amidf thofe endeavours to deprefs the Englifh nation, the 
king, moved by the remonftrances of fome of his prelates, 
and by the earneft defires of the people, reftored a few of 
the laws of king Edward ’ ; which, though feemingly of no 
great confequence towards the protection of general liber- 
ty, gave them extreme fatisfaction, asa memorial of their 
ancient goverument, and an unufual mark of complai- 
fance in their imperious conquerors *. 


Tue fituation of the two great earls, Morcar and Ed- 
win, became now very difagreeable. Though they had 
retained their allegiance, during this general infurrection 
of their countrymen, they had not gained the king’s con 
fidence, and they found themfelves expofed to the malig- 
nity of the courtiers, who envied them on account of 
their opulence and greatnefs, and at the fame time in« 
volved them in that general contempt which they enter- 
tained for the Englifh. Senfible that they had entirely 
loft their dignity, and could not even hope to remain 
~long in fafety; they determined, though too late, to fhare 
the fame fate with their countrymen. While Edwin re- 
tired to his eftate in the north, with a view of commen- 
cing an infurre€tion, Morcar took fhelter in the Ile of 
Ely with the brave Hereward, who, fecured-by the inac- 
ceffible fituation of the place, {till .defended~ himfelf 
againft the Normans, But this attempt ferved only to 
accelerate the ruin of the few Englifh, who had hitherto 
been able to preferve their rank or fortune during the 


P Ingulf, p. §8. Brompton, p. 922. Knyghton, p. 2355: Hoveden, 
P: Goo ® See note [K] at the end of the volume, 


pat 


WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR, 26 


paft convulfions. William employed all his endeavours © a AP. 
to fubdue the Ifle of Ely; and having furrounded it with Loy 
flat-bottomed boats, and made a caufeway through the 197% 
morafles to the extent of two miles, he obliged the re- 
bels to furrender at difcretion. Hereward alone forced his 
way, fword in hand, through the enemy ; and {till con- 
tinued his hoftilities by fea againft the Normans, till at 
lait William, charmed with his bravery, received him into 
favour, and reftored him to his eftate. Earl Morcar, and 
Egelwin, bifhop of Durham, who had joined the mal- 
contents, were thrown into prifon, and the latter foon 
after died in confinement. Edwin, attempting to make 
his efcape into Scotland, was betrayed by fome of his 
followers; and was killed by a party of Normans, to 
the great affliction of the Englifh, and even to that of 
William, who paid a tribute of generous tears to the me- 
mory of this gallant and beautiful youth. ‘The king of 
Scotland, in hopes of profiting by thefe convulfions, had 
fallen upon the northern counties ; but on the approach 
of William he retired ; and when the king entered his 
country, he was glad to make peace, and to pay the ufual 
homage to the Englifh crown. To complete the king’s 
profperity, Edgar Atheling himfelf, defpairing of fuccefs, 
and weary of a fugitive life, fubmitted to his enemy; and 
receiving a decent penfion for his fubfiftance, was per- 
mitted to live in England unmolefted. But thefe acts of 
generofity towards the leaders were difgraced, as ufual, 
by Wiilliam’s rigour againft the inferior malcontents, 
He ordered the hands _be lopt off, and the eyes to be put 
out, of many of the prifoners, whom he had taken in 
the Ifle of Ely; and he difperfed them in that miferable 
condition throughout the country, as monuments of his 
feverity. 


THE province of Maine in France had, by the will 1074; 
of Hebert, the laft count, fallen under the dominion of 
$3 William 
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€ HA P. William fome years before his conqueft of England ; but 
cea the inhabitants, diffatisfied with the Norman government, 
7°73 and inftigated by Fulk count of Anjou, who had fome 
pretenfions to the fucceffion, now rofe in rebellion, and 

expelled the magiftrates, whom the king had placed over 

them. The full fettlement of England afforded him lei- 


fure to punith this infult on his authority; but being un- 
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willing to remove his Norman forces from. this ifland, 
he carried over a confiderable army, compofed almoft en- 
tirely of Englifh, and joining them to fome troops levied 
in Normandy, he, entered the revolted province, The 
Englifh appeared ambitious of diftinguifhing themfelves 
nat character of va- 
among them; but 


on this occafion, and of retrieving tl 
lour, which had Jong been national 
which their late eafy fubje€tion under the Normans had 


fomewhat degraded and obfcured... Perhaps too they hoped 


that, by their zealand activity, they might recover the 
confidence of their fovereign, as their anceftors had for- 


| 
| 
] 
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merly, by like means, gained the affections of Canute ; 
and might conquer his inveterate prejudices in favour of 


+ 1S ae 


his own countrymen. The king’s military condu@, fe- 
conded by thefe brave troops, foon overcame all oppofition 
in Maine: The inhabitants were obliged to fubmit, and 
the count of Anjou relinquifhed his pretenfions, 


1074. Bur during thefe tranfaétions, the government of 


ararceeias England was greatly difturbed ; and that too by thofe 
man barons, very foreigners, who owed every thing to the king’s 
bounty, and who were the fole object of his friendfhip 

and regard. The Norman barons, who had engaged 

with their duke in the conqueft of England, were 

men of the moft independant fpirit; and though they 

obeyed their leader in the field, they would have regarded 

with difdain the richeft acquifitions, had they been re- 

quired, in return, to fubmit, in their civil government, to 

the arbitrary will of one man, But the imperious cha- 

racter 
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racter of William, encouraged by his: abfolute dominion © aS R. 


ever the Englifh, and often impelled by the neceflity of , , 


is affairs, had prompted him to ftretch his authority over 
the Normans themfelves, beyond what the free genius of 


TI 


that victorious people could eafily | bear. The difcontents 


were become general among thofe haughty nobles; and 


even Roger, cad of Hereford, fon and heir of Fitz- 
Ofberne, the king’s chief favourite, was ftrongty infected 
with them. This nobleman, intending to marry his fifte 
to Ralph de Guader, earl of Norfolk, had thought it his 
duty to inform the king'of his purpofe, and to defire the 
royal confent; but meeting with a refufal, he proceeded 
neverthelefs to complete the nuptials, and siembled all his 
friends, and thofe of Guader, to attend the folemnity. 
The two earls, difgufted by the denial of their requeft, 
and dreading William’s refentment for their difobedience, 
here prepared meafures for a revolt ; and during the gaiety 
of the feftival, while the con pany was heated with wine, 
they opened the defign to their guefts.. They inveighed 
againft the arbitrary conduct of the king; his tyranny 
ver the Englifh, whom they affeéted on this occafion to 
commiferate ; his imperious behaviour to his barons of the 
nobleft birth ; and his apparent intention of reducing the 
victors and the vanquifhed to a like ignominious fervi- 
tude. Amidft their complaints, the indignity of fub- 
mitting to a baftard “was not forgot ;. the certain profpeét 
of fuccefs in a revolt, by the affiftance of the Danes and 
the difcontented Enoelifh, was infifted on; and the whole 
company, inflamed with the fame fentiments, and warmed 
by the jollity of the entertainment, entered, by a folemn 
engagement, into the defign of fhaking off the royal au- 
thority. Even earl Waltheof, who was prefent, inconfi- 
i 


@ William was fo little afhamed of his birth, that he affumed the appella- 
tion of Baftard in fome of his letters and charters, Spelim, Gloff, in verb. 
Baflardus, Camden in Richmoudpbire. 
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cH P.derately expreffed his approbation of the confpiracy, and 
wi 5 promifed his concurrence towards its fuccefs. 

1074s THis nobleman, the laft of the Englith, who, for 

fome generations, poffeffed any power or authority, had, 

after his capitulation at York, been received into favour 

by the Conqueror; had even married Judith, niece to 

that prince; and had been promoted to the earldoms of 

Huntingdon and Northampton %,  Cofpatric, earl of 

umberland, having, on fome new difgut from 

William, retired into Scotland, where he received the 

earldom of Dunbar from the bounty of Malcolm ; Wal- 

theof was appointed his fucceffor in-that important com- 

mand, and feemed ftill to poffefs the confidence and 

friendfhip of his fovereign'. But as he was a man of 

gencrous principles, and loved his country, it is pro- 

bable, that the tyranny exercifed over the Englifh lay 

heavy upon his mind, and deftroyed all the fatisfation, 

which he could reap from his own grandeur and advance- 

ment. When a profpeét, therefore, was opened of re- 

trieving their liberty, he haftily embraced it; while the 

fumes of the liquor, and the ardour of the company, 

prevented him from refie@ing on the confequences of that 

rafh attempt. But after his cool judgment returned, he 

forefaw, that the confpiracy of thofe difcontented barons 

was not likely to prove fuccefsful againft the eftablithed 

power of William; or if it did, that the flavery of the 

Englith, inftead of being alleviated by that event, would 

become more grievous, under a multitude of foreign 

leaders, factious and ambitious, whofe union and whofe 

difcord would be equally oppreffive to the people. _Tor- 

mented with thefe reflections, he opened his mind to his 

wife, Judith, -of whofe fidelity he entertained no fulpi- 

cion, but who, having fecretly fixed her affeG@tions on 

another, took this opportunity of ruining her eafy and 

q Order, Vital. pe 522. Hoveden, p. 454s * Sim. Dun. p. 205. 
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credulous hufband. he conveyed intelligence of the . AP, 
confpiracy to the king, and aggravated every circumftance, Cena 
which, fhe believed, would tend to enrage him againft 107% 
Waltheof, and render him abfolutely implacable +, Mean- : 
while, the earl, {till dubious with regard to the part 
which he fhould act, difcovered the fecret in confeffion to 
Lanfranc, on whofe probity and judgment he had & great 
reliance: He was perfuaded by the prelate, that he owed 
no fidelity to thofe rebellious barons, who had by fur- 
prife gained his confent to a crime; that his fir duty 
was to his fovereign and benefactor, his next to himfelf 
and his family ; and that, if he feized not the opportunity 
of making atonement for his guilt, by revealing it, the 
temerity of the confpirators was fo great, that they would 
give fome other perfon the.means of acquiring the merit 
of the difcovery. Waltheof, convinced by thefe argu- 
ments, went over to Normandy; but, though he was 
well received by the king, and thanked for his fidelity, 
the account, previoufly tranfmitted by Judith, had funk 
deep into William’s mind, and had deftroyed all the merit 
of her hufband’s repentance. 

THE confpirators, hearing of Waltheof’s. departure, 
immediately concluded their defign to be betrayed ; and 
they flew to arms, before their {chemes were ripe for exe- 
cution, and before the arrival of the Danes, in whofe aid 
they placed their chief confidence. The earl of Hereford 
was checked by Walter de Lacy, a great baron in thofe 
parts, who, fupported by the bifhop of Worcefter and the 
abbot of Evefham, raifed fome forces, and prevented the 
earl from paffing the Severne,. or advancing into the heart 
of the kingdom. The earl of Norfolk was defeated at 
Fagadun, near Cambridge, by Odo, the regent, affifted 
by Richard de Bienfaite, and William de Warrenne, the 
two jufticiaries. ‘The prifoners taken in this aGtion had 
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c i A P. their right foot cut off, as a punifhment of their treafon; 

w—— The earl himfelf efcaped to Norwich, thence to Den. 

1074 mark; where the Danifh fleet, which had made an 

unfuccefsful attempt upon the coaft of England ‘, foon 

after arrived, and brought him intelligence, that all his 

confederates were fupprefled, and were either killed, 

banifhed, or taken prifoners*. Ralph retired in defpair 

to Britanny, where he pofleffed a large eftate, and extenfive 
jurifdidtions, 

Tue king, who haftened over to England, in order to 
fupprefs the infurreétion, found, that nothing remained 
but the punifhment of the criminals, which he executed 
with great feverity. Many of the rebels were hanged ; 
fome had their eyes put out; others their hands cut of. 


SRE TAR oot ere Ur, 


But William, agreeably to his ufual maxims, fhowed 
more lenity to their leader, the earl of Hereford, who 
was only condemned to a forfeiture of his eftate, and to 
imprifonment during pleafure. The king feemed even 
difpofed to remit. this laft part of the punithment; had 
not Roger, by a frefh infolence, provoked him to render 
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his confinement perpetual. - But Waltheof, being an 
Englifhman, was not treated with fo much humanity ; 
though his guilt, always much inferior to that of the 
other confpirators, was atoned for by an early repentance 
and return tohis duty. William, inftigated by his niece, 
as well as by his rapacious courtiers, who longed for fo 
rich a forfeiture, ordered him to be tried, condemned, and 
agth April,executed. “The Englifh, who confidered this nobleman 
as the laft refource of their nation, grievoufly lamented 
his fate, and fancied that miracles were wrought by his 
reliques, as a teftimony of his innocence and fandtity. 


ne 


t Chron, Sax. p. 183. M. Paris, p. 7. 

u Many of the fugitive Normans are fuppofed to have fled into Scotfand 5 
where they were proteéted, as well as the fugitive Englith, by Malcolm, 
Whence come the many French and Norman families, which are found at 
prefeat in that country, 
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The infamous Judith, falling foon after unde the king’s © pike Pp. 
difpleafure, was abandoned by all the world, and pafied oy 
the reft of bo life in contempt, remorfe, and Bea 1075s 


No THING remained to complete William’s {atisfaction 


alph de Guader; and he haftened 
over to Normandy, in order to gratify his vengeance on 
that criminal. But though the conteft feemed very un- 
equal between a private nobleman and the king of England, 
Ralph was fo fo well {upported both by the earl of Britanny 
and the King of EP ENS, that William, after befieging 
him for fome time in Dol, was obliged to abandon the 
enterprize, Eh: make with thofe oe princes a peace, 
in which Ralph himfelf was included. England, during 
his. abfence, remained in tra aquillity; and nothing re- 
markable occurred, except two ecclefiaftical fynods, 
which were fummoned, one at London, another at Win- 
chefter. Inthe former, the precedency among the epifco- 
pal fees was fettled, and the feat of fome of them was 
removed from fimall villages to the moft confiderable town 
within the diocefe. In the fecond was tranfacted a bufi- 
nefs of more importance. 


THE induftry and perfeverance are furprifing, with _ 1076, 


Difpute a- 
PYE= bout invef- 


tenfions during fo many ages of ignorance ; while each titures. 


which the popes had been treafuring up powers.and 


pontiff employed every fraud for advancing purpofes of 
imaginary piety, and cherifhed all claims which might 
turn to the adv antage of his fucceffors, though he him- 
felf could not expect ever to reap any benefit from them. 
All this immenfe ftore of fpiritual and civil authority wa 
now devolved on Gregory VII. of the name of Hilde- 
brand, the moft enterprifing pontiff that had ever filled 
that chair, and the leaft reftrained by fear, decency, or 
moderation, Not content with fhaking off the yoke of the 
emperors, who had hitherto exercifed the power of ap- 
pointing the pope on every vacancy, or at leaft of ratifying 
2 hi 
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CH a A P. his election; he undertook the arduous tafk of entirely 
Wy disjoining the ecclefiaftical from the civil power, and of 
1076. excluding profane laymen from the right which they had 
affumed, of filling racancies of bifhoprics, abbies, 

and athe? {piritual dignities ¥. The ‘overig® who had 

long exercifed this power, and who had acquired it, not 
by encroachments on the church, but on the people, to 
whom it originally belonged , made great oppofition to 
this claim of the court of Rome; and Henry IV. the 
r, defended this Seeanatie of his crown 

1 a vigour an 2 refolution fuitable to its importance. 
The few offices, either civil or military, which the feudal 
inftitutions left the fovereign the power of beftowing, 
made the prerogative of conferring the paftoral ring and 
ftaff the moft valuable jewel of the royal diadem; efpeci- 
ally as the ance of the age beftowed a confe- 
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quence on the -fiaftical offices, even beyond the great 
extent of power and property which belonged to them. Su- 
peritition, the child. of ignorance, invefted the clergy with 
an authority almoft facred; and as they ingroffed the little 
learning of the age, their interpofition became requilite 
in all civil bufinefs, and a real ufefulnefs in common life 
was thus fuperadded to the {piritual fanGity of their 
character. 

WHEN the ufurpations, therefore, of the church had 
come to fuch maturity as to embolden her to attempt ex- 
torting the right of inveftitures from the temporal power, 
Europe, efpecially Italy and Germany, was thrown into 

e moft violent convulfions, and the pope and the emperor 
waged implacable war on each other. Gregory dared to’ 
fulminate the-fentence of excommunication againft Henry 
and his adherents, to pronounce him rightfully depofed, 
to freé his fubjeéts from their oaths of allegiance ; and, 


w L*Abbe Cone. tom. ¥6.'p. 37%) 3720 COM, 2: x Padre Paolo 
fopra benef, eccief. p, 30. 
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inftead of fhocking mankind by this grofs encroachment CHAP. 
én the civil authority, he found the ftupid people ready Wm 
to fecond his moft exorbitant pretenfions. Every mini-+ 1076. 
fter, fervant, or vaflal of the emperor, who received any 

difguft, covered his rebellion under the pretence of prin- 

Ciple ; and even the mother of this monarch, forgetting 

all the ties of nature, was feduced to countenance the 
infolence of his enemies. Princes themfelves, not attentive 

to the pernicious confequences of thofe papal claims, 
employed them for their prefent purpofes: And the con- 
troverfy, fpreading into every city of Italy, engendered 

the parties of Sai and Ghibbetin ; the moft durable 

and moft inveterate fa@tions that ever arofe from the 

mixture of pabiien and religious zeal. Befides num- 

berlefs affaffinations, tumults, and convulfions, to which 

they gave rife, it is computed that the quarrel occafioned 

no lefs than fixty battles in the reign of Henry 1V. and 

eighteen in that of his fucceflor, Henry V. when the 

claims of the fovereign pontiff finally prevailed ¥. 

Bur the bold fpirit of Gregory, not difmayed with 
the vigorous oppofition, which he met with from the 
emperor, extended his ufurpations all over Europe; and 
well knowing the nature of mankind, whofe blind afto- 
nifhment ever inclines them to yield to the moft impudent 
pretenfions, he feemed determined to fet no bounds to 
the fpiritual, or rather temporal monarchy, which he had 
undertaken to erect. He pronounced the fentence of 
excommunication againft Nicephorus, emperor of the 
Eaft: Robert Guifcard, the adventurous Norman, who 
had acquired the dominion of Naples, was attacked by 
the fame dangerous weapon: He degraded Boleflas, king 
of Poland, from the rank of king; and even deprived 
Poland of the title of a kingdom: He attempted to treat 
Philip king of France with the fame ricour, which he had 
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HAP, F “ : 
c see employed againft the emperor 7: He pretended to 


—.—— entire property and dominion of Spain; and he parcelled 
meeps te Gut amongft adventurers, who undertook to conquer 
it from the Saracens, and to hold it in vaflalage under 
the fee of Rome*: Even the Chriftian bifhops, on 
whofe aid he relied for fubduing the temporal princes, 
faw that he was. determined to reduce them to fervitude ; 
and by affuming the whole legiflative and judicial power 
of the church, to center all authority in the fovereign 
pontiff >, 

WILLIAM the Conqueror, the moft potent, the moft 
haughty, and the moft vigorous prince in Europe, was 
not, amidft all his {plendid fucceffes, fecure from the ats 
tacks of this enterprizing pontiff. Gregory wrote him . 
a letter, requiring him to fulfil his promife in doing ho- 
mage for the kingdom of England to the fee of Rome, 
and to fend him over that tribute, which all his prede-= 
ceflors had been accuftomed to pay to the vicar of Chrift. 
By the tribute, he meant Peter’s pence ; which, though at 
firft a charitable donation of the Saxon princes, was in- 
terpreted, according to the ufual practice of the Romifh 
court, to be a badge of fubjection acknowledged by the 
Kingdom. William replied, that the money fhould be 
remitted as ufual; but that neither had he promifed todo 
homage to Rome, nor was it in the leaft his purpofe to 
impofe that fervitude on his ftate*. And the better to 
fhow Gregory his independance, he ventured, notwith- 
ftanding the frequent complaints of the pope, to refufe to 
the Englifh bifhops the liberty of attending a general 
council, which that pontiff had fummoned again{t his 
enemies. 


Bur though the king fhowed this vigour in fupporting 
the royal dignity, he was infe€ted with the general fuper- 


= Epift, Greg. VII, epift. 32, 35. lib. 2, epift. is 2 Epift. Greg. VIB 
Jib. yoepift. 7. b Greg, Epift. lib, 2. epift, 55. © Spicileze 
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ftition of the age, and he did not perceive the ambitious € a P, 
{cope of thofe inftitutions, which, under colour of ftrict- Vale) 


nefs in religion, were introduced or promoted by the 
court of Rome. Gregory, while he was throwing all 
Europe into combuftion by his violence and impoftures, 
affeted an anxious care for the purity of manners ;. and 
even the chafte pleafures of the marriage-bed were incon- 
fiftent, in his opinion, with the fanctity of the facerdotal 
character, He had iffued a decree prohibiting the mar- 
riage of pricits, excommunicating all clergymen who're- 
tained their wives, declaring all fuch unlawful commerce 
to be fornication, and rendering it criminal in the laity 
to attend divine worfhip, when fuch profane priefts offi- 
ciated at.the altar. This point was a great object in the 
politics of the Roman pontiffs; and it coft them infinitely 
more pains to eftablifh it than the propagation of any {pe- 
culative abfurdity, which they had ever attempted to in- 
troduce. . Many fynods were fummoned in different parts 
of Europe, before it was finally fettled ; and it was there 
conftantly remarked, that the younger clergymen com- 
plied chearfully with the pope’s decrees in this particular, 
and that the chief reluétance appeared in thofe who were 
more advanced in years: An event fo little confonant to 
men’s natural expectations, that it could not fail to be 
gloffed on, even in that blind'and fuperftitious age, Wil- 
liam allowed the pope’s legate to aflemble, in his abfence; 
a fynod at Winchefter, in order to eftablith the celibacy 
of the clergy; but the church of England could not yet 
be carried the whole length expected. The fynod was 


f 
content with decreeing, that the bifhops fhould not 
thenceforth ordain any priefts or deacons without exact- 
ing from them a promife of celibacy ; but they ena&ed, 
that none, except thofe who belonged to collegiate or ca- 


@ Hoveden, p. 455,457. Flor, Wigorn, p. 638, Spell, Concil. fol. 13. 
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c 7 ma P. thedral churches, fhould be obliged to feparate from their 
eS wives. 


1076, 
Revolt of 
prince Ro- 
bert, 


Tue king pafled fome yeats in Normandy; but his 
long refidence there was not entirely owing to his de- 
clared preference of that dutchy : His prefence was alfo 
neceffary for compofing thofe difturbances, which had 
arifen in that favourite territory, and which had even ori- 
ginally proceeded from his own family. Robert, his 
eldeft fon, firnamed Gambaron or Courthofe, from his 
fhort legs, was a prince, who inherited all the bravery . 
of his family and nation; but without that policy and 
difimulation, by which his father was fo much diftin- 
guifhed, and which, no lefs than his military valour, 
had contributed to his great fuccefles. Greedy of fame, 
impatient of contradiCtion, without refetve in his friend= 
fhips, declared in his enmities, this prince could endure 
no controul even from his imperious father, and openly 
afpired to. that independance, to which his temper, as 
well as fome circumftances in his fituation, ftrongly ins 
vited him*, When William firft received the fubmiffions 
of the province of Maine, he had promifed the*inhabi- 
tants, that Robert fhould be their prince ; and before he 
undertook the expedition againft England, he had, on 
the application of the French court, declared him his fuc- 
ceflor in Normandy, and had obliged the barons of that 
dutchy to do him homage as their future fovereign. By 
this artifice, he had endeavoured to appeafe the ici 
of his neighbours, as affording them a profpeét of fepa+ 
rating England from his | le ee on the continent ; 
but when Robert demanded of him the execution of thofe 
engagements, he gave him an abfolute refufal, and told 
him, according to the homely £ fayings that he never in- 
tended to throw off his cloaths, till he went to bed‘. 


© Order, Vital, p. 545. Hoveden, P. 457 Flor, Wigorn. p, 639. 
£ Chron, de Mailr. p, 160. 
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Robert openly declared his difcontent; and was fufpected C HAP. 
of fecretly inftigating the king of France and the earl of Sinceea 
Britanny to the oppofition; which they made to William, 107% 
and which had formerly fruftrated. his attempts upon the 
town of Dol. And as the quarrel ftill augmented, Ro- 
bert proceeded to entertain a {trong jealoufy of his two 
furviving brothers, William and Henry, (for Richard 
was killed in hunting, by a ftag) who, by greater fub- 
miffion and complaifance; had acquired the affe@ions of 
their father. In this difpofition, on both fides, the greateft 
trifle fufficed to produce a rupture between them: : 

THE three princes, réefiding with their father in the eaftle 
of PAigle in Normandy, were one day engaged in {port 
together; and after fome mirth and jollity, the two younger 
took a fancy of throwing over fome water on Robert as he 
paffed through the court on leaving their apartment &; a 
frolic, which he would naturally havi fegarded as inno~ 
cent, had it not been for the fugeeltions of Alberic de 
Grentmefnil, fon of that Hugh de Grentmefnil, whom 
William had fortherly deprived of his fortunes, when 
that baron deferted him during his greateft difficulties in 
England. The young nobleman, mindful of the injury, 
perfuaded the prince, that this aétion was meant as a pub-= 
lic affront, which it behoved him in honour to refent ; 
and the cholerie Robert, drawing his fword, ran up ftairs 


v 


with an intention of taking revenge on his brothers h, 

The whole caftle was filled with tumult, which the king 

himfelf, who haftened from his apartment, found fome 

difficulty to appeafe. But he could by no means appeafe 

the refentment of his eldeft fon, who, complaining of his 

partiality, and fancying that ‘no proper atonement had 
Pek Be 


oy ade. Ki fry ~ 4 
been made him for the in 


eft the court. that very 


evening, and haftened to Roiien, with an intention of 


bd 
feizing the citadel of that place‘. But being difappoint- 
ed in this view by the precaution and vigilance of Roger 
& Order. Vital, p. 545. h Tbid, i Ibid, 
Vor. I. rd de 


z. 


aie 


St 


Pea es 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


CH AP. de Ivery, the governor, he fled to Hugh de Neufchatel, 


IV. 
Neen perce 


1076. 


a powerful Norman baron, who gave him protection in 
his caftles ; and he openly levied war againft his father *. 
‘The popular character of the prince, and a fimilarity of 
manners, engaged all the young nobility of Normandy 
and Maine, as well as of Anjou and Britanny, to take 
part with him; and it was fufpected that Matilda, his 
mother, whofe favourite he was, fupported him in his res 
bellion by fecret remittances of money, and by the en- 
couragement which fhe gave his partizans. 


Aut the hereditary provinces of William, as well as 
his family, were during feveral years thrown into con- 
vulfions by this war ; and he was at laft obliged to have 
recourfe to England, where that fpecies of military go- 
vernment, which he had eftablifhed, gave him greater 
authority than the ancient feudal inftitutions permitted 
him to exercife in Normandy. He called over an army 
of Englifh under his ancient captains, who foon expelled 
Robert and his adherents from their retreats, and reftored 
the authority of the fovereign in all his dominions. The 
young prince was obliged to take fhelter in the caftle of 
Gerberoy in the Beauyoifis, which the king of France, 
who fecretly fomented all thefe difienfions, had provided 
for him. In this fortrefs he was clofely befieged by his 
father, againft whom, having a {trong garrifon, he made 
an obftinate defence. ‘There pafied under the walls of 
this place many rencounters, which refembled more the 
fingle combats of chivalry, than the military actions of 
armies; but one of them was remarkable for its citcum« 
tances and its event. Robert happened to engage the 
king, who was concealed by his helmet; and both of 
them being valiant, a fierce combat-entued; till at laft 
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the young prince, wounded his father in the arm, and C = AP, 
unhorfed hims On: his calline out for affiftance, his ustheag 


sts 


voice difcovered him to his fon, who Atpele with eee 10798 


of one ish eeitties whi a he had fo nearly incurred, 
inftantly threw himfelf at his father’s feet, craved pardon 
for his offences, and offered to purchafe forgivenefs by 
any atonement!, ‘The refentment, harboured by Wil- 
liam, was fo implacable, that he did not immediately 
correfpond to this dutiful fubmiffion of his fon with like 
tendernefs ; but giving him his maledi@ion, departed for 
his own camp, on Robert’s horfe, which’ that prince 
had affifted him to mount. He foon after raifed the fiege; 
and marched with his army to Normandy; where he 
interpofition of the queen and other common friends 
brought about a feconcilement, which was probably not 
a little forwarded by the generofity of the fon’s behaviour 
in this action; and by the returning fenfe of his paft mif. 
condu@. The king feemed fo fully appeafed, that he 
even took Robert with him into England ;, where he in- 
trufted him with the command ofan army; in order to repel 
an inroad of Malcolm king of Scotland, and to retaliate 
by a like inroad into that country, The Englith prince 

was fuccefsful, and obliged the Se to make fubmiffions, 
The Welfh, unable to refift William’s power, were, 
about the fame time, neceflitated to pay a compenfation 
for their incurfions ; and ever y thing was reduced to full 
tranquillity in this ifland. 


Tuis fiate of affairs gave William leifure to begin and 087. 
; . : : c : Domefdaye 
finifh an undertaking, which proves his extenfive genius, po. 
and does honour to his memory : It was a general furve 
y g y 


of all the lands in the kingdom, their extent in each dif- 


1 Malmef. p. 106, H, Hunt. p. 369. Hoveden, p.457- Flor. Wig, 
p- 639. Sim. Dun, p, 210, Diceto, p, 287, Kayghton, p. 2351. Alur, 
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tri€t, their proprietors, tenures, value; the quantity of 
meadow, pafture, wood, and arable land, which’ they 
contained; and in fome counties the number of tenants, ~ 
cottagers, and flaves of all denominatiéns, who lived 
upon them. He appointed commiffioners for this pur- 
pofe, who entered every particular in their regifter by the 
verdict of juries ; and after a labour of fix years (for the 
work was fo long in finifhing) brought him an exact ac- 
count of all the landed property of his kingdom ™. This 
monument, called Domefday-book, the moft valuable 

antiquity poflefled by any nation, is ftill preferved 
in the Exchequer; and though only fome extracts of it 
have ‘hitherto been publifhed, it ferves to illuftrate to us 
in many particulars the ancient flate of England. ‘The 
great Alfred had finifhed a like furvey of the kingdom in 
his time, which was long kept at Winchefter, and which 
probably ferved as a model to William in this under- 


Tue king was naturally a great ceconomift; and though 
no prince had ever been more bountiful to his officers and 
fervants, it was merely becaufe he had rendered himfelf 
univerfal proprietor of England, and had a whole king- 
dom to beftow. He referved an ample revenue for the 
crown; and in the gencral diftribution of land among his 
followers, he kept poffeffion of no lefs than 1422 manors 
in different parts of England°®, which paid him rent ei- 
ther in money, or in corn, cattle, and the ufual produce 
of the foil. An ancient hiftorian computes, that his 
annual fixed income, befides efcheats, fines, reliefs, and 
other cafual profits to a great value, amounted to near 

m Chron. Sax, p. 190. Ingulf, p. 79. Chron. T. Tykes, p23. HH. 
Hunt. p..370: Hoveden, p. 460. M. Welt. p, 229. Flor. Wigorn, 
p. 64x. Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 51. M. Paris, p. 8. The 
more northern counties were not comprehended in this furvey; 1 fuppofe, be- 
caufe of their wild, uncultivated fate. 

n Ingulf,-p. 8. 
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400,000 pounds a-year?; afum, which, if all circum © eo P, 
ftances beattended to, will appear wholly incredible, A Coxp—med 
pound in that-age, as we have already obferved, contain- Athi 
ed three times the weight of filver that it does at prefent ; 
and the fame weight of filver, by the mot probable com- 
went would..purchafe near ten times more of the ne- 
ceflaries of life, though not in the fame proportion-of the 
finer manufaCtures. This revenue, therefore; of Wil- 
liam would be equal to. at leaft nine or ten millions. at 
prefent ; and as that prince had neither fleet nor army to 
fupport, the former being only an occafional expence, and 
the latter, being maintained, without any charge to him, 
by his military vaffals, we muft. thence conclude, that 
no emperor or prince, in any age or nation, can be 
compared.to the Conqueror for ,opulence and riches. 
This leads us to fufpect a great miftake in the computation 
of the hiftorian; though, if-we confider that avarice is 
always imputed to William as one ofthis vices, and that, 
having by the: fword rendered himfelf mafter of all the 
lands in the kingdom, he would certainly in the partition 
retain a great proportion for his own fhare; we can 
fearcely be guilty of any error in afferting, that perhaps 

no king of “Dingland was ever more opulent, was more 
able to fupport by his revenue the fplendor and magnifi- 
cence of a Court, or could beftow more on his pleafures 
or in-liberalities to his fervants and favourites 4. 

‘THERE was one pleafure, to which William, as well The new 
as all the Normans and ancient Saxons, was extremely ae 
addiéted ; and that was hunting: But this. pleafure he 
indulged more at the expence of his unhappy fubjedts, 
whofe interefts he’always difregarded, than to the lofs or, 
diminution of his own revenue. Not content with thofe 
large foreits, which the former kings poffefled in all parts 

P Order, Vital. p. 523. He fays 1060 pounds and fome odd fhillings and 
pence a-day, q Fortefcue, de Dom, reg. & politic. cap. i gt. 
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c ie A P. of Enoland; he refolved to make a new foreft near Wins 
Keon meus Chefter, the ufual place of his refidence: And for that 


1083, 


purpofe, he laid wafte the country in Hampfhire for an 
extent of thirty miles, oats the inhabitants from their 
houfes, feized their rty, even demolifhed churches 
and convents, and > fufferers no compenfation 
for the injury *. At dhe fame lei he enacted new laws, 
by which he prohibited all his wing from hunting in 
any of his forefts, and rendered the penalties more fevere 
than ever had been infliéted for fuch offences, The kil- 
ling of adeer or boar, or-even a hare, was punifhed with 
the lofs of the delinquent’s eyes ; and that at a time, when 
the killing of a man could be atoned for by paying a me- 
derate fine or compofition. 

Tue tranfactions, recorded during the remainder of 
this reign, may be dottiaeed more as domeftic occurs . 
fences, which concern the prince, than as national 

events, which regard England. Odo, bithop of Baieux, 
the king’s uterine brother, whom he had created earl of 
Kent, and entrufted with a great fhare of power during 
his whole reign, had amafled immenfe riches » and agree- 
ably to the ufual progrefs of human withes, he began to 
regard his prefent. acquifitions but asa ftep to. farther 
grandeur. He had formed the chimerical projeé& of buy- 
ing the papacy; and though-Gregory, the reigning pope, 
was not of advanced years, the prelate had confided fa 
much in the predictions of an aftrologer, that he reckoned 
upon the pontiff’s death, and upon attaining, by his own 
intrigues and money, that envied flate of greatnefs. Re~ 
folving, therefore, to remit all his riches to Italy, he had 
perfua at many confiderable barons, and among the reft, 
Hugh earl of Chefter, to take the fame courfe; in*hopes, 
that, when he fhould mount the papal-throne, he would 
beftow on them more confiderable eftablifhments in that 


* Malmef. p. 3. H. Hunt. p. 931, Anglia Sacra, vol, i, p.2¢8. 
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country. The king, from whom all thefe projects’ had © sf P. 
been carefully concealed, at laft got intelligence of the aw 
defign, and ordered Odo to: be arrefted. His officers, 10024 
from refpeét to the immunities, which the ecclefiaftics 

now aflumed, ferupled to execute the command, till the 

king himfelf was obliged in perfon to feize him; and 

when Odo infifted that he was a prelate, and exempt from 

all temporal jurifdiction, William replied, that he arrefted 

him, not as bifhop of Baieux, but as earl of Kent. He 

was fent prifoner to Nafiehte ; and notwithftanding the 
remonftrances and menaces of Gregory, was detained in 

euftody during the remainder of this reign. 


ANoTHER domeftic event gave the king much more 1083, 

concern: It was the death of Matilda, his confort, whom 

he tenderly loved, and for whom he had ever preferved 

the moft fincere’ friendfhip. ‘Three years afterwards he 
pafled into Normandy, and carried with him Edgar 
Atheling, to whom he willingly granted permiffion to 

make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. He was detained _ 1087. 
on the continent by a mifunderftanding, which broke out —< 
between him and the king of France, and which was oc- 
cafioned by inroads made into Normandy by fome French 
barons on the frontiers. It was little in the power of 
princes at that time to reftrain their licentious nobility ; 

but Wibliam fufpe&ted, that thefe barons durft not have 
provoked his indignation, Had they not been affured 

of the countenance and protetion of Philip. - His dit 
pleafure was encreafed by the account he received of fome 
railleries which that monarch had thrown out againf 

him. William, who was become corpulent, had been 
detained in bed fome time by ficknefs; upon which Philip 
exprefled his furprife that his brother of England fhould 

be fo long in being delivered of his big belly. The king 

fent him word, that, as foon as he was up, he would 

or 
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CH A P. prefent fo many lights at Notre-dame, as would perhaps 


IV. 


to ~a» give little pleafure to the k 
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ing of France; alluding to the 
ufual praétice at that time of women after child-birth, 
Immediately on his recovery, he led an army into the 
L’Ifle de France, ‘and laid:every thing watte with fire and. 
{word: “He took the town of Mante, which he reduced 
to afhes. “But the progrefs of thefe hoftilities was ftopped 
by an accident, which foon after put an end to William’s 
life. - His horfe ftarting afide of a fudden, he bruifed his 
belly on the pommel of the faddle; and being in a bad 
habit of body, as well as fomewhat advanced in years, he 

yan to apprehend the confequences, and ordered him- 
felf to be carried.in a litter to the monaftery of St. Ger- 
vas. Finding his illnefs encreafe, and being fenfible of 
the approach of death, he difcovered at laft the vanity of 
all human grandeur, and was ftruck with remorfe for thofe 
horrible craelties and aéts of violence, which, in the at; 
tainment-and defence of it, he had committed during the 
courfe of his reign over England, He endeavoured to 
make atonement by prefents to churches and monafteries; . 
and: he iffued orders, that earl Morcar, Siward Bearne, 
and other Englih prifoners, fhould be fet at liberty. He 
was even prevailed on, though not without reluctance, 
to. confent, with his dying breath, to releafe his brother, 
Odo, ‘againft whom he was extremely incenfed, He left 
Notmandy: 2 and Maine to his eldeft fon, Robert : He 
wrote to Lanfranc, defiring him to crown William king 
of England: He s caeeeshad to Henry nothing but the 
poficflions of his mother, Matilda; but baptalds that he 
would one day furpafs both his brothers in power and 
opulence... He expired in the fixty-third year of his age, 
inthe Santen year of his reign over England, and in es 

the fifty-fourth of that over Normandy. 

Faw princes have been more fortunate. than this great 
monarch, or were better entitled'to grandeur and profpe- 
rity, 
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rity, from the abilities and the vigour of mind which he© a P, 
difplayed in all his conduct. His fpirit was bold and en- ‘uimeepeaat 
terprifing, yet guided by prudence: His ambition, which 19eds 
was exorbitant, and? lay little: under the .reftraints lof 

juftice, and: ftill lefs under thofe ‘of humanity, . ever 
{ubmitted ‘to the dictates of found policy.;Born~ in 

an age when the minds of * men were intra@table and 
unacquainted with fubmiffion, he was yet able to: direct 

them to his:purpofes ;. and»partly from the»afcendant of 

his vehement character, partly fromvart and itaisylasiots, 

to eftablifh an unlimited authority; » Though not infen- 

fible to. generofity, he was hardened againft compaffions 

and he felted ies oftentatious and equally ambitious 


of fhow. and parade in:shis clemency-and:in: his feyerity- 


The, maxims of his adminiftration. were -auftere’;. but 
might haye been ufeful, had they been folely employed to 
preferve, order in an eftablithed. governments: "They were 
ill calculated. for foftening the rigours, Hemenelh under the 
moft-gentle management, » are: infeparable: from¢onquett. 
His attempt againft England-was the laf great-enterprize 
of the kind, which, dutingsthe-courfe of: feven hundred 
_ years,has fully fucceeded:in: Europe’;\and the: force of 
his genius broke through: thofe limits, whiclt firftthe feu- 
dal inftitutions, then. the refined. policy’of princes, have 
fixed to the feveral ftates, of Chriftendom. Though he 
rendered himfelf infinitely odious to his Englith fubjects, 
he tranfmitted his power to his pofterity, i the throne 
is ftill filled by his defcendants : A proof, that the foun- 
dations which he laid were firm and-folid,and-that, 
amidft all his violence, while he feemed. only to. gratify 
the. prefentpaffion, . he had ftill an eye towards: futu- 
rity. 

SOME writers have. been. defirous of .refufing to this 
prince the title of Conqueror, in the fenfe which that 
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mmmeoniy bears ; and on-pretence, that the word iia 
stimesg-ih ald hooks applied to fuch as thake an acqui- 
of.territory by any means, they are willing to reje& 
William’s title; by right .of war, tothe crown .of. Eng- 
land. It is needlefs to enter into a controverfy, which, 
by the terms of it, muft neceflarily degenerate into a diG 
pute of words. It fuffices to fay, that the duke of Ner- 
mandy’s firft invafion of the ifland was hoftile; that his 
fubfequent adminiftration was entirely fupported by arms; 
that in the very frame of his laws he made a diftin@ion 
between the Normans: and Englifh, to the advantage of 
the former‘ ; that-he a€ted‘in every thing-as abfolute maf- 
ter over the! natives; whofe interefts and affeGions he to- 
tally difregarded ; and that if there was an interval when 
hé affumed:the appearance of a legal fovereign, the period 
was very fhort, and was nothing but a temporary facri- 
fice, which he,-as has been the cafe with moft conquerors, 
was obliged to:make, of his inclination to his prefent po- 
licy.’ Scarce any of thofe revolutions, which, both in 
hiftory and in common language, have always beet deno- 
Minated conquefts, appear ‘equally violent, or were at- 
tended ‘with fo fudden an alteration both of power and 
property. ©The Roman’ ftate,which fpread'its dominion 
over Europe, left the rights of individuals, in a great méa~ 
fure, untouched; and thofe civilized conquerors; while 


they made their own country the feat of emipire, found, 


that they could draw moft advantage from the fubjected 


provinces, by fecuring to the natives the free enjoyment 


of their own laws and of their private pofleffions, ‘The 
barbarians, who fubdued the Roman empire, though they 
fettled in the conquered countries, yet being accuftomed — 
to a rude uncultivated life, found a {mall part of the Jand 
faffictent to fupply all their wants ; and they were not — 
tempted to feize extenfive poffefions, which they neither 
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knew how to cultivate nor enjoy. But the Normans:and © co AP, 


other foreigners, who followed the ftandard of William, 
while they made the vanquifhed kingdom the feat ‘of “go- 
vernment, were yet fo far ‘advanced ih arts as to be ac- 
quainted with the advantages of ’a lafge property; and 
having totally fubdued the natives, they pufhed’the rights 
of conqueft (very extenfive in the eyes of avarice and 
ambition, however narrow in‘ thofe-of téafon) to the ut- 
moft extremity againft them. Except! the ‘former ‘con- 
queft of England by the Saxens théemfelves, who were 
induced, “by peculiar circumftancés, to: proceed “éven to 
the extermination of the natives; it would be difficult to 
find in all hiftory a'revolution more -deftractive,. or’ at- 
tended with a more comp slete fubjection of the ancient ‘in- 
habitants. Contumely feems evei'to have beén wantonly 
added to oppreffion*; and thé: natives were univerfally 
reduced to fuch a ftate of meannefs and poverty, that'the 
Englifh name became a term of reproach; and feveral 


generations elapfed before one family of Saxon pedigree- 


was raifed to any confiderable honours, or could fo much 
as attain the rank of baron of the tealm”, Thefe facts 
are fo apparent from the whole tenor of the Englifh hif- 
tory, that none would have been tempted to deny or elude 
them, were they not heated by the controverfies of- fac- 
tion ; while one party was ab/urdly afraid of thofe abfurd 
confequences, which they faw the other party inclined to 
draw from this event. But it is evident, that the prefent 
rights and privileges of the people, who are a mixture of 
Englifh and Normans, can never be affected by a tranfac- 
tion, which pafled feven hundred years ago ; and as all 


« H. Hunt..p. 370, Brompton, p. 989. W So late as the reign 
of king Stephen, the earl of Albemarle, before the Battle of the Standard, ad- 


dreffed the Officers of his army in thefe terms, Proceret Anzgliz clarifini, & 


genere Normanni, Sc. Brompton, p. 1026. See farther Abbas Rieval, Pi 339, 
&c. °All the barons and military men of England {till called themflves Nor- 
mens, 
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€ HA Pyancient-authors *; who, lived neareft the time, and_beft 


ww knew the ftate of the country, ‘unanimoufly {peak of the 


1087. 


Norman-dominion asa conqueft by war and arms, no 
reafonable man, from the fear of imaginary confequences, 


jwill .eyer-be tempted to reject: their concurring and un- 


doubted teftimony. 
Kine William had; iffue,. befides his three fons, who 


_ Survived him, five daughters; to wit, (1.) Cicily, a nun 


in. the monaftery of Fefchamp, afterwards. abbef§ in 
the holy. Trinity at Caen, where fhe died in 1127.  (2.) 
Conftantia, married to, Alan Fergants,, earl of: Britanny, 
She. died without. iffue....(3.) Alice, contracted to Ha- 


rold,, (4.).Adela, married to Stephen, earl of Blois, by 


whom fhe had four fons, William, Theobald, Henry, 


.and Stephen ; of whom. the elder was neglected, on ac- 


count.of the imbecillity of his underftanding, (5.) Aga- 
tha, who died a virgin, but was betrothed to the king of 
Gallicia. She died on her journey thither, before fhe 
joined her bridegroom. 


* Sce note [L] at the end of the volume, 
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Acceffion of William Rufus 
the King Invafion of Normandy 
fades Acquifition of Normandy 
with Anfelm, the primate Death 
charaéter of W illiam Rufus. 


Confpiracy againft 
The Cru- 
Quarrel * 
and 


W ILLIAM, firnamed Rufus or the Red, from© <. P, 
the colour of his hair, had no fooner procured —J Oo, 
his father’s recommendatory letter to Lanfranc, the pri- 1087. 
mate, than he haftened to take meafures for fecuring to edna of 
himfelf the government of England. Senfible, that aRufus, 
deed fo unformal, and fo little sieaieer which violated 
rt’s right of primogeniture, might mect with great 
oppofition, he trufted entirely for fuccefs to his own cé- 
lerity ; and having left St. Gervais, while William was 
breathing his laft, he arrived in England, before intelli- 
gence of his father’s death had reached that kingdom *. 
Pretending orders from the king, he fecured the fortrelien 
of Dover, Pevenfey, and Haftings, whofe fituation ren- 


CVyeril 


dered them of the greateft importance ; and he got pof- 


feffion of the royal treafure at Winchefter, amounting to 


i 


ixty tl 


i 


the fum of { and pounds, by an he hoped to 
°. P, 


his partizansY. The primate, 


encourage and encre 
whofe rank and reputation in the kingdom gave him great 


authority, had been entrufted with the care of his 


4 + elvis: “F - “12 ‘ 
tion, and *d on him the honour 
Pave Rep paaess + 3TY) fia 3 
hood <5 a being connected with him by thefe ties, and 
x W. Malmef. pexz0. MM, Paris, p. to. ¥ Chrons Sax. p. 192% 
Brompton, p. 984. z W. Malmef, p. 120, Mi Paris, p..1@ 
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probably deeming his pretenfions juft, declared that fie 


cw would pay a willing-obedience to the laft will of the Con+ 


1087, 


Confpirac 
againft the 
‘king. 


queror; his friend and benefactor. Having affembled 
fome bifhops and fome of the principal nebility; he in- 
ftantly proceeded to the ceremony of crowning the new 
king*; and by this difpately endeavoured: to prevent all 
faGtion and refiftance... At the fame time, Robert, who 
had been already acknowledged fucceflor to Normandy, 
took peaceable pofleflion of that dutchy. 

Bur though this partition appeared to have been made 
without any violence or oppofition, there remained in 

England many caufes of difcont ent, which feemed to me- 
nace.that kingdom with a fudden revolution. The ba- 
rons;.who generally poffefied large eftates both in England 
and in Normandy, were uneafy at the feparation of thofé 
territories:; and forefaw, that, es it would be impofible 
for them to preferve long their allegiance to two mafterss 
they muft neceflarily refign either their ancient patrimony 
or their new acquifitions 8, Robert’s title to the dutchy 
they efteemed inconteftible, his claim to the kingdom 
plaufible ; and they all defired that this prince, who alone 
had. any pretenfions to unite thefe flates, fhould be put in 
poflefion of both. A comparifon alfo of the perfonal 
qualities of the two brothers led them to give the prefes 
rence.to the elder. ‘he duke was brave, open, finceré; 
generous : Even his predominant faults, his extreme in- 
dolence, and. facility, were not difagreeable to thofe 
haughty barons, who affected independance, and fubmit= 
ted with reluctance ta a vigorous adminiftration in theif 
fovereign. The king, though equally brave, was vio- 
lent, haughty, tyrannical ; and feemed difpofed to govern 
more by the fear than by the love of his people. Odo, 
bifhop of Baieux, and Robert earl of Mortaigne, mater- 
nal brothers of. the Conqucror; envying the great credit 


® Hoveden, p, 46%. ¥ Order, Vitalis, p. 666, 
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of Lanfranc, which was encreafed by his late fervices, C!H Ai Pi 
enforced all thefe motives with their partizans, and OO eee 
gaged them in a formal confpiracy to dethrone: the} king; 19873 
‘They communicated their defign. to Euftace, count of 
Bologne, Roger earl of Shrewfbury and Arundel, Robert 
de Belefme, his eldeft fon, William bifhop of Durham, 
Robert de Moubray, Roger Bigod, Hugh de Grentm nef 
mil; and they eafily procured the affent of thefe potent 
noblemen. The confpirators, retiring. to their. caftles 
haitened to put themfelves in a military pofture ; and ex« 
pecting to be foon fupported by a powerful army from 
Normandy, they had already begun hoftilities in many 
places. 
Tue king, fenfible of his perilous fituation, endea- 
voured to engage the. affeétions of the Susan inglith. 
As that people were now fo thoroughly fubdued that the 
no longer afpired to the recovery of their ancient libere 
ties, and were content with the profpect of fome mitiga~ 
tion in the tyranny of the Norman sons they zeal» 
oufly embraced William’s caufe, upom recei ing general 
promifes of good treatment, and of sdhgias the licence 
of hunting in the royal forefts, a king was foon in 
a fituation to take the field; and as.he knew the danger 
of delay, he fuddenly marched into Ke ent; where‘ his 
uncles had already reat the fortrefles of Pevenfey and 
Rochefter. Thefe places he fucce lively reduced by fa- 


“7 3 Foal 


mine; and though he was prevailed on by the earl of 


Chefter, William de Warrenne, and Robert Fitz Hamon, 


who had embraced his caufe, t © {pare the lives of the 
rebels, he confifcated all their eftates, and banifthed them 
the kingdoms, This fucc els gave authority to his nego- 
tiations with Roger earl o f Shrewfbury, whom he de- 
tached from the confederates: And as his powerful feet, 


joined to the indolent conduct of Robert, prevented. the 
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arrival of the Norman fuccours, all the other rebels found 


, __,no,refource but in flight or fubmiffion. Some of them 
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received a pardon; but the greater part were attainted ; 
and the king beftowed their eftates on the Norman ba- 
rons, who had remained faithful to him. 


Wit11aM, freed from the danger of thefe infurreétions; 
took little care of fulfilling his promifes to the Englifh, 
who ftill found themfelves expofed to the fame oppref- 
fions, which they had undergone during the reign of the 
Conqueror, and which were rather augmented by the vio- 
lent, impetuous temper of the prefent monarch. The 
death of Lanfranc, who retained great influence over himy 
gave foon after a full career to his tyranny ; and all orders 
of men found reafon to complain of an arbitrary and il- 
legal adminiftration. Even the privileges of the church, 
held. facred in thofe days, were a feeble rampart againft 
his ufurpatioris. He feized the temporalities of all the 
vacant bifhoprics and abbies; he delayed the appointing 
of fucceffors to thofe dignities, ‘that he might the longer 
enjoy the profits of their revenue; he beftowed fome of 
the church-lands in property on his captains and favour- 
ites ; and. he openly fet to fale fuch fees and abbies as 
he thought proper to difpofe of. Though the murmurs 


of the ecclefiaftics, which were quickly propagated to the 


nation, rofe high againft this grievance, the terror of 
William’s authority, confirmed by the fuppreffion of the 
late infurrections, retained every one in fubjection, and 
preferved general tranquillity in England, 


THE king even thought himfelf enabled to difturb his 
brother in the poffeffion of Normandy. . The loofe and 
negligent adminiftration of that prince had emboldened 
the Norman barons to affect a great independancy ; and 
their mutual quarrels and devaftations had rendered that 


whole 
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whole territory a fcene of violence and outrage. Two of © H A P. 


them, Walter and Odo, were bribed by William to de- 
liver the fortrefles of St. Valori and Albemarle into his 
hands: Others foon after imitated the example; while 
Philip, king of France, who ought to have protected his 
vaffal in the poffeffion of his fief, was, after naking fome 
efforts in his favour, engaged by large prefents to remain 
neuter. ‘The duke jhad alfo reafon to apprehend danger 
from the intrigues of his brother Henry. ‘This young 
prince, who had inherited nothing of his father’s great 
pofleffions but fome of his money, had furnifhed Robert, 
while he was making his preparations againft England, 
with the fum of three thoufand marks ; and in return for 
fo flender a fupply, had been put in poffeffion of the Co- 
tentin, which comprehended. near a third of the dutchy 
of Normandy. Robert afterwards upon fome fufpicion 
threw him into prifon; but finding himfelf expofed to 
invafion from the king of England, and dreading the 
conjunction of the two brothers againft him, he now 
gave Henry his liberty, and.even made ufe of his afiftance 
in fupprefling the infurrections of his rebellious fubjects. 
Conan, a rich burgefs of Rotien, had entered into a con- 
{piracy to deliver that city to William ; but Henry, on 
the detegtion of his guilt, carried the traitor up to a high 
tower, and with his own hands flung. him from the bat- 
tlements. 
d’ue king appeared in Normandy at the ‘head of an 
jatmy ; and affairs feemed to have come to extremity 
between the brothers; when the nebility on both fides, 
dtrongly conneéted. by intereft and alliances, interpofed 
and mediated an accommodation. The chief advantage 
of this treaty accrued to William, who obtained poffef- 
fion of the territory of Eu, the towns of Aumale, Fef- 
camp, and other places: But in return he promifed, that 
he would afitt his brother in fubduing Maine, which had 
ebelled ; and that the Norman barons, attainted in Ro- 
eativ OL. I, U bert’s 
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1, land. ‘The two brothers alfo ftipulate d, that, on the de- 


iogo. 


mife of either without iffue, the furvivor fhould inherit 
4]l his dominions ; and twelve of the moft powerful ba- 
tons on each fide fwore, that they would employ their 
power to infure the effectual execution of the whole 
mee, é: A ftrong proof of the great independance and 
authority of the nobles in thofe ages ! 
Prince Henry, difgufted, that fo little care had been 
taken of his interefts in this accommodation, rétired to 
3¢. Michael’s Mount, a ftrong fortrefs on the coaft of 
Normandy, and infefted the neighbourhood with his in- 
curfions, Robert and William with their’ joint forces 
befieged him in this place, and had nearly reduced him by 
the fearcity of water; when the elder, hearing of his 
diftrefs, granted him permiffion to fupply himfelf, and 
alfo fent him fome pipes of wine for his own table. Be- 
ing reproved by William for this ill- timed generofity, he 
replied, bat , foal I fuffer my brother to die of thirft? Where 
feall jue fins aa! ber, when he is gone ? The king alfo, du- 
ring this fiege, performed an act of generofity, which was 
lefs fuitable to his charaéter. Riding out one day alone, 
to take a furvey of the fortrefs, he was attacked by two 
foldiers, and difmounted. One of them drew his fword 


‘in order to difpatch him ; when the king exclaimed, Hold 


knave ! Iam the hing of England, The foldier fufpended 


“his blow ; and nit Be the king from the ground, with 


exprefons of ‘refpect, receiver a handfome reward, and 
was taken into his fervice. Prince Henry was fobn after 
obliged to capitulate ; and being defpoiled of all his pa- 


“¢rimony, wandered about for fome time with very few 
attendants, and often in great poverty. 
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"THE continued inteftine difcord among the barons was C H A Ps 


a 


Vv. 


alone inthat age deftructive: The public wars were com= Pee 


monly fhort and. feeble, produced little bloodfhed, and 
were attended with no memorable event, To this Nor- 
man war, which was fo foon concluded, there fucceeded 
hoftilities with Scotland, which were not of lonser dura 


aise 


tion. Robert here commanded ‘his brother’s ar my, and 


obliged Malcolm to accept of peace and do homage t 
the crown of England. This peace was not more durable, 
Malcolm, two years after, levying an a army, invaded E ing 


Vand; and after ravaging Northumberland, he laid fiece 


to Alnwie, where a party of ear] Moubray’s troops fall- 
ing upon him by furprize, a fharp ation enf ed, in which 
Malcolin was flain. This incident inte Trupted for fome 
years the regular fucceffion to the Scottifh crown. Thouch 
Ma Icolm left legitimate fons, his brother, Donald, on 


account of the youth of thefe princes, was advanced to 


the throne; but kept not long poffeffion of it. Duncan 
natural fon of Malcolm, formed a confpiracy 


and being affifted by William with a fmall forse, ‘made 
himfelf mafter of the kingdom. New broils enfued with 
Normandy. . The frank, open, remifs temper of Robert 
was ill fitted to withftand the interefted, rapacious cha~ 
racter of William, who, being fupported by greater 
power, was ftill encroaching on his brother’s pefletiicns, 


and inftigating his cucbuleae barons to. rebellion again{t 
him. The | king, having ¢ 


£ gs 


rone over to: Norm: andy to fup- 
port his partizans, ordered an army of twenty thoufand 
men to be levied in England, and to be conduéted to the 


fea-coalt, as if they were inftantly to be embarke: 
Ralph Flambard, the king’s minifter, and the chief in- 
ftrument of his extortions, exa¢ted ten fhillin: g$ a-piece 
from them, in lieu of their fervice, and then difmified 
them into their feveral counties. This mon: y was: fo 
ikilfully employed by William, that it rendered him bet- 
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He engaged the French king by new prefents to depart 
from the protection of Robert; and he daily bribed the 
Norman barons to defert his fervice: But was prevented 
from pufhing his advantages by an incurfion of the Welfh, 
which obliged him to return to England. He-found no 
difficulty in repelling the enemy ; but was not able to 


‘make any confiderable impreffion on a country, guarded. 


by its mountainous fituation. A confpiracy of his own 
barons, whieh was detected at this time, appeared a more 
ferious concern, and engroffed all his attention. “Robert 
Moubray, earl of Northumberland, was at the head, of 
this combination ; and he engaged in it the count d’Eu, 
Richard de Tunbrige, Roger de Lacey, and many others, 
The purpofe of the confpirators was to dethrone the 
king, and to advance inhis ftead, Stephen, count of Au- 
male, nephew to the Conqueror. William’s difpatch pre- 
vented the defign from taking effect, and difconcerted. 
the confpirators. Moubray made fome refiftance ; but 
being taken prifoner, was attainted, and thrown into con- 
finement, where he died about thirty years after. ‘The 
count d@’Eu denied his concurrence in the plot; and to 
jultify himéelf, fought, in the prefence of the court at 
Windfor, a duel with Geoffrey Bainard, who acculed 
him. But being ‘worfted in the combat, he was con- 
demned to be caftrated, and to have his eyes put out. 
William de.Alderi, another confpirator, was fuppofed to. 
be treated with more rigour, when he was fentenced to 
be hanged. 

Bur the noife of thefe petty wars and commotions was 
quite funk in the tumult of the Crufades, which now 
-engroffed the attention of Europe, and have ever fince 
engaged the curiofity of mankind, as the moft ‘fignal and 
moft durable monument of human folly, that has yet 
zppeared in any age or nation, After Mahomet had, by 
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means of his pretended revelations, united the difperfed © % AP. 
Arabians under one head, they iflued forth from their Wy 


defarts:in great multitudes; and being animated with 
zeal for their new religion, and fupported by the vigour 
of their new government, they made deep impreffion on 
the eaftern empire, which was far in the decline, with 
regard both to military difcipline and to civil policy. Je- 
rufalem, by its fituation, became one of their moft early 
conquefts ; arid the Chriftians had the mortification to fee 
the holy fepulchre, and the other places, confecrated by the 
prefence of their religious founder, fallen into the poffef- 
fion of infidels. But the Arabians or Saracens were fo 
employed in military enterprizes, by which they fpread 
their empire, in a few years, from the banks of the 
Gan, ges, to the Streights of Gibraltar, that they had no 
leifure for theological controverfy: And though the Al- 
coran, the original monument of their faith, feems to 
contain fome violent precepts, they were much. lefs 
infe&ted with the fpirit of bigotry and perfecution than 
the indolent and fpeculative Greeks, who were continually 
refining on the feveral articles of their religious fyftem. 
They gave little difturbance to thofe zealous pilgrims, 
who daily flocked to Jerufalem; and they allowed every 
man, after paying a moderate tribute, to vifit the holy 
fepulchre, to petform his religious duties, and to return 
in peace, But the Turcomans or Turks, a tribe of 
Tartars, who had embraced Mahometanifin, having 


-wrefted Syria from the Sar: 


ns, and haying in the year 
4065, made themfelves mafters of Jerufalem, rendered 
the pilgrimage much more dificult and dangerous to the 
Cisiftins- The barbarity of their manners, and the 
confufions attending their unfettled government, expofed 
the pilgrims to many infults, robberies, and extortions ; 
and thefe zealots, returning from their meritorious fa= 
tigues and fufferings, filled all Chriftendom with indigna~ 
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CH AP. tion againft the infidels, who profaned the holy city by 


their prefence, and derided the facred myfteries in the 
very place of their completion. Gregory VII. amorige 
the other vaft ideas which he entertained, had formed the 

efign of uniting all the weftern Chriftians ‘againft .the 
Mahometans; but the egregious and violent invafions of 
that pontiff on the civil power of princes, had created him 
fo many enemies, and had rendered his fchemies fo fufpi- 
cious, that he was not able to make great progrefs in this 
undertaking. The work was referved for a meaner in- 
ftrument, whofe low condition in life expofed him to-no 
jealoufy, and whofe folly was well calculated to coincide 
with the prevailing principles of the times. 

Perer, commonly called the Hermit, a native of 
Amiens‘in Picardy, had made the pilgrimage to Jerufa- 
jem, Being deeply affected with the dangers, to which 
that act of piety now expofed the pilgrims, as well as 
with the inftances of oppreffion, under which the eaftern 
Chriftians laboured, he entertained the bold, and in all 
appearance, impracticable proje@ of leading into Afia, 
from the fartheft extremities of the weft, armies fufficient 
to fubdue thofe potent and warlike nations, which now 
held the holy‘city in flavery and fubje&tion ©. He pro- 
pofed his views to Martin II. who filled the papal 
chair, and who, though fenfible of the advantages, 
which the head of the Chriftian religion muft reap from 
a religious war, and though he efteemed the blind zeal, 
of Peter a proper means for effecting the purpofe f, re- 
folved not to interpofe his authority, till he faw a greater 
probability of fuccefs. He fummoned a council at Pla- 
centia, which confifted of four thoufand ecclefiaftics and 
thirty thoufand feculars; and which was fo numerous, 
that-mo-hall-could contain the multitude, and it was 

€ Gul, Tyrius, lib, i, cap, 114. -M, Paris, P: 370 £ Gul, Tyrius, 
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neceflary to hold the aflembly in a plain. The harangues 


of the pope, and of Peter : himéelf, reprefenting the dif- 


mal! fituation of their brethren in the sate and the indi¢- 


Lit, 


city tg remain in the hands of u 


minds of men fo,well prepared, shes the whole multi 


fuddenly and.violently, declared for the. war, and folemnly 
devoted themfelves to perform thisfervice, fo meritorious, 
as they believed.it, to God and religion, 

Burr though Italy feemed thus to haye zealoufly 
braced the Hele’ Martin knew, ia in order:to i: 


previoufly exhorted Peter to vil 
fovereigns of Chriftendom, he fummoned another council 
at Clermont in Auvergne *. ‘The fame of this great and 
pious. defign, being now univerfally diffufed, procared 


the attendance. of .the ateft_ prelates, nobles, and 


princes; and: when the pope and the hermit rcnewed 
their pathetic exhortations, the whole afiembly, as if 


impelled by. an immediate infpiration, not moved by 


their preceding. impreffions, exclaimed with one voice, 
It is the will of God, It is the wi 


fo memorable, and fo much the refult of a divine influ- 


- Words deemed 


ence, that they were employe d as the fignal of rendezvous 
and battle in all the future exploits of thofe adventurers *. 


len of all ranks. flew to arms with the utmoft ardour 


and an. exterior fymbol too, a circumftance of chief 
moment, was here chofen by the devoted combatants. 


oe < 3 ee “a acy 
The fign of the crofs, which, had been hitherto fo much 
revered ‘among Chriftians, and which, the more~ it 
was an object of reproach to the pagan wor af was the 


more. paffion 


rifhed by them, became the badge 
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c ae P. of union, and was affixed to their right fhoulder, by dl 
~~) who enlifted themfelves in this facred warfare '. 


1096, 


Europe was at this time funk into profound ignorance 
and fuperftition: ‘The ecclefiaftics had acquired “the 
greatelt afcendant over the human mind: ‘Fhe peapk, 
who, being little reftrained by honour and lefs by law, 
abandoned themfelves to the worft crimes and diforde’s, 
knew of no other expiation than the obfervances impofed 
on-them by their fpiritual paftors: And it was eafy to 
reprefent the holy war as an equivalent for all penances*, 
and an atonement for every violation of juftice and hu- 
manity. But amidf the abject fuperftition, which How 
prevailed, the military fpirit alfo had univerfally diffued 
itfelf; and though not fupported by art or difcipline, 
was become the pee paffion of the nations, governed 
by the feudal law. All the great lords poflefled the right 
of peace and war: They were engaged in perpetual 
hoftilities with each other: The open country was te- 
come a fcene of outrage and diforder: “he cities, fill 
mean and spied were neither guarded by walls, nor pio- 
teGted by privileges, and were expofed to every infuk : 
Individuals were obliged to depend for fafety on their 
own. force, or their private alliances: And valour was 
the only excellence, which was held in efteem, or gave 
one man the pre-eminence above another. When all the 
particular fuperftitions, therefore, were here united in 
one great object; the ardour for military, enterprizes took 
the fame direction; and Europe, impelled by its two 
ruling paffions, was loofened, as it were, from its founda- 
fions, and feemed to precipitate itfelf in one united boly 
upon the eaft. ; 

ALL orders of men, deeming the epifades the only 
voad to heaven, inlifted themfelves under thefe facred 


i Hit Bell, Sacri; tom, 1, Muf. Ital, . Order, Vitali ps 721 & Orer. 
Vital, ps 7206 : 
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banners, -and wete impatient to open the way with their © 4A Ps 
fword to the holy city, Nobles, artizans, peafafits, Lud 
even priefts ! inrolled their names ; and to decline this 40965 
fieritorious fervice was branded with the reproach of 
impiety; or what perhaps was efteemed {till more dif- 
graceful, of cowardice and pufillanimity™. ‘The infirm 
and aged ‘contributed to the expedition by prefents and 
money ; and many of them, nof {atisfied with the merit, 
of this atonement, attended it in perfon, and weré deter- 
muned, if poffible, to breathe their laft, in fight of that 
city where their Saviour had died for them. Wormen 
themfelyes, concealing théir fex under the difguife of 
- araiour, attended the camp; and commonly forgot ftill 
more the duty of their fex, by proftituting themielves, 
without referve,.to the army ". ‘The greateft criminals 
were forward in a fervice, which they régarded as a pro- 
pitiation for all crimes ; and the moft enormous diforders 
were, during the courfe of thofe expeditions, committed 
by men, enured to wickednefs, encouraged. by example, 
ard impelled by neceflity. “Phe multitude of the adven- 
turers foon became fo great, that their more fagacious 
leaders, Hugh count of Vermandois, brother to the 
French king, Raymond count of Tholoufe, Godfrey of 
Boiiillon, prince of Brabant, and Stephen count of 
Blois °, became apprehenfive left the greatnefs itfelf of 
the armament fhould difappoint its purpofe ; and: they 
permitted an undifciplined multitude, computed at 
300,000 men, to go before them, under the command of 
Peter the Hermit, and Walter the Moneylefs?. - Thefe 
men took the road towards Conftantinople through Hun- 
guy and Bulgaria; and trufting, that heaven,. by {uper- 
mural affiltance, would fupply all their necefiities, they 
1 Order. Vital. p. 720. m W, Malm, p. 173: nm Vettot 


Hift. de Chev. de Malte, vol, i, p, 46, 
P Matth, Parig, p, 17, 


@ Sim, Dunelm; p. 2225 
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© H.4:Pi made no provifion for fubfiftance on their march. They 
t vik , foon found themfelves obliged to obtain by plunder what 
#epe they had vainly expected from miracles ; and theénraged 
inhabitants of the countries through which they pafied, 


gatherine tegether in arms, attac Lak the diforderly multi- 
ES) oS o 2 Fs 


de and put them to flaughter without refiftance. . The 
hac, & 


ned ar ene se} owed after; and paling the 

2, they were muttered in the 

plains of ie and ects. in the whole.to the number 
of 700,000 combatants 4, 

AmipsT this: univerfal frenzy, which fpread itfelf by 
contagion throughout Europe, efpecially in France and 
‘Germany, men were not entirely forgetful -of their pre- 
fent interefts ; and both thofe who went on this expedi- 
tion, and thofe who ftayed’bchind, entertained {chemes 
of gratifying, by its means, their avarice or their ambi- 
tion. The nobles who enlifted themfelves were moved, 
from the romantic fpirit of the age, to hope for opulent 
eftablifhments in the eaft, the Chie? feat -of “arts and 
commerce during thofe «ages; and in purfuit of thefe 
chimerical projects, they fold at the loweft price their 
ancient ‘caftles and inheritances, which’ had now loft all 
value in their eyes. Ihe greater princes, who remained 
at home, befides eftablifhing peace in their dominions by 
giving occupation abroad tothe inquietude and martial 
difpofition of their fubjects, took the.opportunity of an- 
nexing to their crown many confiderable fiefs, either by 
purchafe or-by-the extinction of heirs. The pope fre- 
quently turned the zeal of the crufaders from the infidels 
againft his own enemies, whom he reprefented as equally 
criminal with the enemies of Chrift.. The convents 
and other religious focieties bought the pofleffions of the 
*adventurers; and as the contributions of the faithful 
were. commonly entrufted to their management, they 


4 Matth. Paris, p, 20, 22 
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pften diverted ‘to this purpofe what was intended to he i Py 
employed: againft the infidels:*. But no one was amore.~W 
immediate gainer by this epidemic fury than the king x of 1096, 


England, who kept aloof from all connections with 


thofe fanatical and romantic warriors. 


Rosert, duke of Normandy, impelled by the bravery Acqvidition 


Pian! 
and miftaken génerofity of his; f{pirit, had-early inlitted aaa, 
himfelf in the crufade ; but being -always unproyided 
with money, he found;-thatit--would be impracticable 
for him to appear in a mahner fuitable to his rank and 
Ration; at the head of his numerous vaflals and fubjects, 
mined 
to follow him into Afia, »He:-refolved, therefore, to 
mortgage or rather to fell his dominions, which he had 
not talents to govern ; ‘and he offered them to his brother 


who; tranfported with the. general rage, were deter 


— for the very. unequal’ fum of .ten. tho ufand 
marks *,. "The: bargain. was:foon- concluded ; ‘The king 
waited the money by vialent extortions on his. fubjects of 
all ranks, eyen on the conyents,:;who were, obliged to 
melt their plate in order:to:furnith the quota demanded 
of them!: He was put in-poffeffion. of Normandy :and 
Maine; and Robert, providing himfelf with a, magni- 
ficent. train, fet out for-the holy land, in purfuit of 
glory, and im-full- confidence, of --fecuxing his eternal 
falyation. 

THE fmallnefs of this: fum;- with the difficulties which 
William found in raifine S595 fuffices alone to refute the 
account which is heedle{sly adopted by hiftorians, of the 


enormous revenue of the RRS Ts it-cre 


s° hande nf te 
Jacious: hands of nis 


Robert would confign to the ra 
t Padre Paolo Hift, delle benef. ecclefiat, p. 128. s W, Malm. 
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C HA P. brother fuch confiderable dominions, for a fum, which, 
v. 


i+. according to that account, made not a week's income of 


x66, 


his father’s Englifh revenue alone? Or that the king of 


England could not on demand, without oppreling his fub- , 


jets, have been able to pay him the money! The’ con- 
queror, it is agreed, was frugal as well as rapacious ; 
yet his treafure, at his death, exceeded not 60,000 
pounds, which hardly amounted to his income for 
two months: Another certain refutation of that exag- 
gerated account, 

Tue fury of the crufades, during this age, lefs infec- 
ted England than the neighbouring kingdoms ; probably 
becaufe the Norman conquerors, finding ther fettlement 
in that kingdom ftill fomewhat precarious, durft not 
abandon their own houfes, in queft of diftan: adventures, 
The felfith interefted humour alfo of the king, which 
kept him from kindling in the general fame, checked its 
progrefs among his fubje@s ; and as he is accufed of 
open profanenefs *, and was endued with a fharp wit *, 
it is likely that he made the romantic chivalry of the 
crufaders the object of his perpetual raillery. - As am in- 
ftance of his irreligion, we are told, that he ence accepted 
of fixty marks from a Jew, whofe eldeft jon had been 
converted to Chriftianity, and who engaged him by that 
prefent to affift him in bringing back the youth to Ju- 
daifm. 
for that purpofe; but finding the convert obffinate in 
“his new faith, he fent for the father, and tdd him, that 
as he had not fucceeded, it was not juft that ‘he fhould 
keep ‘the prefent ; but as he had done his utnoft, it was 
but equitable that he fhould be paid for his pains; and 
he would therefore retain only thirty marks of the 
money*. At another time, it is faid, tha: he fent for 


William employed both menaces ard perfuafion 
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fome learned Chriftian theologians and fome rabbies, and © of AR, 

bade them fairly difpute the queftion df their religion in ce 

his prefence : “tat was pent dy indifferent between them ; 1096. 

had ‘his ears open to ‘reafon and conviction ; and would 

embrace that doétrine, which upon comparifon fhould be 

found fupported by the a folid arguments”. | ff this 

ftory be true, it is probable that he meant only to amufe 

himfelf-by turning both into ridicule: But we muit be 

cautious of admitting every thing related ‘by the monkifh 

hiftorians to the difatlvantage-of this prince: He had the 

misfortune to be engaged in quarrels with the ecclefiaftics, 

particularly with Anfélm, commonly called St. Anfelm, 

archbifhop of ‘Canterbury ; and it is no wonder his me- 

mory fhould be blackened by the hiftorians of that order. 
Arrer the death of Lanfranc, the king, for feveral Quarret 

years, retained in his own hands the revenues of Canter- hig. 

bury, aS he did thofe-of many other vacant bifhoprics ; primate. 

but falling into a dangerous i}Ine {s, he was feized with 

remorfe, and the clergy reprefented to him, that he was 

in danger of .efernal perditign, if before his death he did 

not make atonement for thofe multiplied #mpieties and 

factileges, of which he had ‘been guilty’. He -refolved 

therefore to fupply inftantly the vacancy of Canterbury; 

and for that purpofe he fent for Anfelm, a Piedmontefe 

by birth, abbot of Bec in } Normandy, who was much 

celebrated for his learning and piety. ‘The abbot earneft- 

ly refufed the dignity, fell on his knees, wept, and en- 

treated the king to change his purpofe*; and when he 

found the prince obftinate in forcing the paftoral ftalff 

upon him, he kept his fift fo faft senchat that it requir- 

ed the utmoft violence of the byftanders to open it, and 

force him to receive that enfign of fpiritual dignity? 

William foon after recovered ; and his paffions regaining 
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Cc HA P.itheir wonted force and vigour, he returned to his forme? 


tenn Violence and rapine. He detained in prifon feveral pers 


1096. 


fons whom hé had ordered to be freed during the time of 
hi$ penitence ; he ftill preyed upon the ecclefiattical bes 
nefices; the fale of {piritual dignities continued as open 
as ever; and he kept pofleffion of a.confiderable part of 
the revenues belonging to the fee of rants ies ©, But 
he found in Anfelm that perfevering oppofition, which 
he had reafon to expect from the oftentatious humility, 
which that prelate had difplayed in refufing his promo- 
tion. 

THE oppofition, made by Anfelm, was the more dan- 
gerous on account of the character of piety, which he foon 
acquired'in England, by his great zeal againft all abufes, 
pcgerel thofe in drefs and ornament. There was a 
mode, which, in that age, prevailed throughout Europe, 
both among men and women, to give an enormous length 


n 


to their fhoes, to draw the toe to a fharp point, and to 
affix to*it the figure of a bird’s bill, or fome fuch orna- 

nent, which was turned upwards, and which was often 
fuftained by gold or filver chains tied to the knee, The 
ecclefiaftics took exception at this ornament, which, they 
faid, was an.attempt to bely the Scrip: where it is 
afirmed, that no man can ad 2 a cubit to his ftature; and 
hey declaimed againft it with great vehemence, nay 
aflembled fome fynods, who abfolutely co: demned. it. 
But, fuch are the ftrange contradictions in human nature! 
though the clergy, at that time, could overturn thrones, 
and had authority fufficient to fend above a million of 
men on her errand to the defarts of Afia, they could 
never prevail againft thefe long-pointed fhoes: On the 
contrary, that caprice, contrary to all other modes, main- 
tained its ground aunts everal centuries ; and if the 
clergy had not at laf t defifted from their perfecution of 
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it, it might fill a ave been the prevailin 
Europe.” 
But Anfelm was more fortunate in decrying the par- 


J 


ticular mode, which was the objeé& of hi de and 
re 
i 


which probably had not taken fuch faft 


nit ine 


tions of the people. He preached Gata, ac 


long hair and curled locks, which were then fafhionable 
among the courtiérs; he refufed the afhes on Afh-Wed- 
nefday to thofe who were fo accoutered; and his autho- 
rity and eloquence had fuch influence, that the young 
men univerfally abandoned that ornament, and appeared 
in the cropt hair, which was recommended to them by 
the fermoné of the primate. The noted hiftorian of An- 
felm, who was alfo his companion and fecretary, cele- 
brates highly this effort of his zeal and piety *. 

WueEn William’s profanenefs therefore returned to 


him with his health, he was fon engaged in controverfies 


with this aultere prelate. There wasat that time a fchifm 
in the church, between Urban and Clement; who both 


pretended to the papacy ; and Anielm, who, as abbot of 


Bec, had already acknowledged the former, was deter- 
mined, without the king’s confent, to introduce his au- 
‘thority into England. | William, who, imitating his 
father’s example, had prohibited his fubjects from recog- 
hizing any pope, whom he had not previoufly received, 
was enraged at this attempt ; and fummoned a fynod 

Rockingham, with an intention of depofing Anfelm: But 
the prelate’s fuffragans declared, that, without the papal 
authority, they knew of no expedient for inflicting that 


h > 


punifhment on their primate *. The king was at laft en- 
gaged by other motives to give the preference to Urban’s 
title; Anfelm received the pall Fess that pontiff ; arid 


matters feemed to be accommodated between the king and 
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P. the primate’, when the quarrel brake out afrefh froma 


is sale new caufe. William had undertaken an expedition againft 


1096, 


Wales, and required the archbifhop to furnith his quota 
of foldiers for that fervice; but Anfelm, who regarded 
the demand as an oppreffion 9n the church, and yet durft 
not refufe compliance, fent them fo miferably accoutered, 
that the king was extremely difpleafed, and threatened 
him with a profecution**. Anfelm, .on the other hand, 
demanded pofitively, that all the revenues of his fee 
fhould he reftored to him; appealed to Rome againft the 
‘King’s injuftice!; and affairs came to fuch extremities, 
that the primate, finding it dangerous to remain in the 
kingdom, defired and obtained the king’s permiffion ‘to 
retire beyond fea. All his temporalities were feized ™; 
but he was received with great refpect by Urban, who 
confidered him as.a martyr in the caufe of religion, and 
even menaced the king, on account of his proceedings 
againit the primate andthe church, with the fentence,of 
excommunication. Anfelm aflifted at the council of Bari, 
where, befides fixing the controverfy between the Greek 
and ‘Latin churches, concerning the proceffion of the Holy 
Ghoft", the right of election to church ,preferments was- 
declared to, belong. tothe clergy alone, and {piritual cen- 


fures were denounced againft all ecclefiaftics, who did - 


homage to Jaymen for, their fees,or benefices, and againft 
all laymen who.exaéted it°. ‘The right of homage, by 
the feudal cuftoms, was, that the vaflal fhould throw 
jhimfelf on, his knees, fhould put his, joined:hands between 
;thofe of “his fuperior, and fhould in that pofture. fwear 
fealty,to him’. But the council declared it execrable, 
that pure hands, which could create God,. and could 
offer him.up.as a facrificefor the falvation of mankind, 
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fhould be put, after this humiliating manner, between C HA Ps 
profane hands, whichj befides bei eing inured to rapineé and ¢ ~~ ; 
bloodfhied, were employed day and hight in impure pur- 1096 
pofes and obfcene contacts. Such were the reafonings 
prevalent in that age ; reafonings, which, thouch they 

cannot be pafled over in filence, without omitting the 

moft curious and, perhaps, not the leaf inftru@ive part 

of hiftory, can fcarcely be delivered with the requifité 


decency and gra wity. 


THE Ceffion of Normandy and Maine by duke Robert 1°97 
encreafed the king’s territories; but brought him no 
great encreafe of power, becaufe of the unfettled ftate-o 
thofe countries, the mutinous difpofition of the 1 barons, 
and the vicinity of the French king; who fuppo I 


in all their infurreGions.” Even Pits lord of |: 
a fmall town in Anjou, was able to > him inquietude; 


and this great monarch was oblige: feveral ex- 
peditions abroad, without being able to prevail over fo 
petty a baron, who had acquired the confidence and afe 
fections of the inhabitants of Maine. — He was; however; 
fo fortunate, as at laft to take him peer ina ren=* 
counter; but having releafed him, at the interceffion of 
the French king and the count. of Anjou, = found the 
province of Maine ftill expofed to his intrigues and. in-= 
curfions.. Helie, being introduced by the citizens into 
the town of Mans, befiébed the garrifon in the citadel ; 


William, who was hunting in the new foreft, whats he 30 


Rts] 
is) 
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received intelligence of this hoftile attempt, was fo pro- 
voked, that he immediately turned about his ho: fe, Sad 
galloped to the fea-fhore at Dartmouth; declaring, that 
he would not ftop a moment till he had tai 
for the offence. He found the weather fo cloudy and 
tempeftuous, that the mariners thought it dangerous 


en venreance 
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c oe P. to put to fea: But the king hurried on boa rd, and or- 


ey dered 
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i000. 


ad Auguft, 


them to fet fail inflantly ; telling them that they 
never yet heard of a king that was drowned *. By this 
he delivered the citadel of Mans from 


vizour and celerity, 
its prefent danger ; and purfuing Helie into his own ter- 
ritories, he laid tess to Majol, a {mall caftle in thofe 
parts: But a wound, which he received before this 


place, obliged him to raife the fiege; and he returned 


to England. 


THE weaknefs of the greateft monarchs, during this 


age, in their military expeditions againft their neareft 
neighbours, appears the more furprifing, when we con- 


fider the prodigious numbers, which even petty princes, 


feconding the enthufiaftic rage of the people, were able 


to aflemble, and to conduct in dangerous enterprizes to 
the remote provinces of Afia. ‘William, earl of Poitiers 
and duke of Guienne, enflamed with the glory, and not 
difeouraged by the misfortunes, which had attended the 
former adventurers in the crufades, had put himfelf at the 


head of an immenfe multitude, computed by fome hifto-- 


rians to amount to 60,000 horfe, and a much greater 
number of foot’, and he propofed to lead them into the 
Holy Land againft the infidels. He wanted money to 
forward the preparations requifite for this expedition, and 
he offered to mortgage all his dominions to William, 
without entertaining any fcruple on account of that rapa- 
cious and iniquitous hand, to which he refolved to con- 
fizn them :. ‘The king accepted the offer; and had pre- 
pared a fleet, and an army, in order to efcort the money, 
and take poffeffion of the rich provinces of Guienne and 
Pojétou; when an accident put an end to his life, and 
to all his ambitious proje€ts. He was engaged in hunt- 
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ing, the fole amufement, and indeed the chief occupation C a Ps 
of princes in thofe rude times, when fociety was little Ved 
cultivated, and the arts afforded few objects worthy of 110, 
attention, Walter Tyrrel, a French gentleman, re- 
markable for his addrefs in archery, attended him in this 
Na a of which the new foreft was the {cene; and as 

Villiam had difmounted after a chace, Tal, impa- 
tient to fhow his dexterity, let fly an arrow at a flag, 
which fuddenly ftarted before him. The arrow, glanc~ 
ing from a tree, ftruck the king in the breaft, and in- 
flantly lew him*; while Tyrrel, without informing any Deati 
one of the accident, put fpurs to his horfe fe, haftened to 


the fea-fhore, embarked for F rance,. and joined the cru- 


J 


fade in an expedition to Jerufalen ance which he 


impofed on himfelf for this involuntary crime. The boc dy 
of William was found in the foreft by the country-people, 

and was buried without any pomp or ceremony at Win- 
chefter. His courtiers were negligent in perform ing the 
laft duties to a mafter who was fo little beloy ed; and 
every one was too much occupied in the intere ting object 
of fixing his fucceflor, to attend the funerals of a dead 
fovereign. 


is tranfinitted to us with ne ate 
ero il- 
little advantage | by the churchmen, whom he had offend- liam Ruius, 


THE memory of this monar 


ed; and th 1 we may fufpect in general, that their 


Srareses shat 7 oernte Fase i 
vices.is fomewhat exaggerated, his conduét 


account of 


Se 
affords little 


they have afficned 


the character which 


muting to him any very 


j S He feems to have l 
ities. 4z0 iCCMS to Nave f£ 


éftimable quali 


tyrannical prince; a us, encroaching, and dan- 


gerous neighbour ; an ‘unkind and ungen 


He was equal lly y 


in the manage= 


a 


ment of his tre and if he poflefled 


fo much under the < overnment of j 
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that he made little ufe of them in his adminiftration ; and 
he indulged, without referve, that domineering policy, 
which fuited his temper, and which, if fupported, as if 

vas in him, with courage and vigour, proves often more 
faccefsful in diforderly times, than the deepeft forefight 
and moft refined artifice. 

Tue monuments which remained of this prince in 
England are the Tower, Weftminfter-hall, and London- 
bridge, which he built. The moft laudable fofeign en- 
¢erprize which he undertook, was the fending of Edgar 
Atheling, three years before his death, into Scotland with 
a fmall army, to reftore prince Edgar the true heir of that 
kingdom, fon of Malcolm, and of Margaret, fifter of 
Edgar Atheling; and the enterprize proved fuccefsful. 
It was remarked in that age, that Richard, an elder bro- 
ther of William’s, perifhed by an accident in the new 
foreft; Richard, his nephew, natural fon of duke Robert, 
loft his life in the fame place, after the fame manner : And 
all men, upon the king’s fate, exclaimed, that, as the 
Conqueror had been guilty of extreme violence, in expel- 
ling all the inhabitants of that large diftrit, to make 
room for his game, the juft vengeance of heaven was fig- 
nalized, in the fame place, by the flaughter of his pofte- 
rity. William was killed in the thirteenth year of his 


reign, and about the fortieth of his age. As he was ne- 


ver married, he left no legitimate iflue. 

In the eleventh year of this reign, Magnus king of 
Norway, made a defcent on the ifle of Anglefea; but was 
repulfed by Hugh, earl of Shrewfbury. ‘This is the laft 
attempt made by the northern nations upon England. 
That reftlefs people feem about this time to have learned 
the ufe of tillage, which thenceforth kept them at 
home, and freed the other nations of Europe from the 
devaftations {pread over them by thofe pyratical invaders. 
This proved one great caufe of the fubfequent fettlement 
and igaprovement of the fguthern nations. 
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re ER the adventurers in the h holy war were aflem- CHAP 
bled the banks of the Bofphorus, oppofite to Vi. 
Qn nh 
1106, 
immediately experienced thofe difficultie > Which their The cru. 


Se ehins te, they proceeded on their enterprize ; but 


zeal had hitherto concealed from them, and for which, 
even if they had forefeen them,-it would have been almoft 
impoflible to provide a remedy. The Greek emperor, 
Alexis Comnenus, who had applied to the weftern Chrif 
tians for fuecour againit the Turks, entertained hopes, 
and thofe but feeble ones, of obtaining fuch a moderate 
fupply, as, acting’ under his eBnidtand) might enable 
him to repulfe. the enemy: But he was extremely afto- 
nifhed to fee his dominions overwhelmed, on a fudden, 
by fuch an inundation of licentious barbarians, who, 
though they pretended friendfhip, defpifed his fubjects as 
unwarlike, and detefted them as ‘heretical. By all the 
arts of policy, in which he excelled, he crabeaiat to 
divert: the torrent ; but while he employed profeffions, 
carefles, civilities, and feeming fervices towards the lead- 
exs of the crufade, he oul regarded thofe imperious 
3 allies, 
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llies as more dangerous than the open enemies, by whom 


t——-,--) his empire had been formerly invaded. Having effectu- 


ated that difficult point of diabakiog them fafely in 


Afia, he entered into.a private correfpondence with Soli- 


man, emperor of the Turks ; and practited every infidious’ 


art, which his genius, his power, or his fituation enabled 
him to employ, for difappointing the enterprize, and 
difcour sing the Latins from making thenceforward any 


fuch prodigious migrations: His dangerous policy was 


feconded the diforders, infeparable from fo vaft a mul- - 


titude, who were not united under one head, and were 
conduéted by leaders of the moft independant, intractable 
fpirit, unacquainted with.military difcipline; and deter- 
mined enemies to civil authority and fubmiffion. The 
fcarcity of provifions, the excefles of fatigue, the influence 
of unknown climates, joined to the want of concert in 
their operations, and to the fword of a warlike enemy, 
deftroyed the adventurers by thoufands, and would have 
abated the ardour of men, impelled to war by lefs power= 
ful motives. ‘Their zeel, however, their bravery, and 
their irrefiftible ‘aii {till carried them forward,. and cons) 
tinually advanced them to-the great end of their enter- 
prize. After an obftinate fiege, they took Nice,. the feat 
of the: Turkifh empire; ‘they defeated Soliman in two 
great battles; they made themfelves mafters of Antioch; 
and. entirely hats the force of the Turks, who had fo 
long retained thofe countries in fubjeCtion. » The foldan 
of Egypt, whofe alliance they had hitherto courted, re- 
covered, on the fall of the Turkifh power, his former 
authority in Jerufalem: He informed them by his ambaf- 
fadors, that, if they came difarmed to that city, they 
might now: perform their religious ‘vows, and that all 


Chriftian pilgrims, who fhould thenceforth vifit the holy: 


{epulchre, might expe the fame good treatment, which 


they had ever received from his predeceffors. The offer. 


if 


se. =p 
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was rejected ; the foldan was requ ired to yield up the city © ao P. 
} 


to the Chriftians ; and on his refufal, th 
the crofs advanced to the fiege of Jerufalem, which they 
regarded as the confummation of their labours. By the 
detachments which they had made, and the difafters 
which they had undergone, they were diminifhed to the 
number of twenty thoufand foot and fifteen hundred hor 

but thefe were ftill formidable, from their valour, their 
experience, and the obedience, which, from the experience 
of paft calamities, they had learned to pay to their leaders. 
After a fiege of five week 


Jerufalem by aflault ; 


and, impelled by a mixture of military and rel 


they put the numerous garrifon and inhabitants to the 


> 


{word without diftin&tion, Neither arms defended the 


valiant, nor fubmiffion the timorous : No age or fex was 


{pared : Infants on the breaft were pierced by the fame 
blow with their mothers, who implored for mercy: Even 
a multitude, to the number of ten thoufand perfons, who 
had furrendered themfelves prifoners, and were promifed 
quarter, were butchered in.cool blood by thofe ferocious 
conquerors *. The ftreets of Jerufalem were covered 
with dead bodies *; and the triumphant warriors, after 
every enemy was fubdued and flaughtered, immediately 
turned themfelves, with the fentiments of humiliation 
and contrition, towards the holy fepulchre. “They threw 
afide their arms, ftill ftreaming with blood: They advanc- 
ed with reclined bodies, and naked feet and heads to that 
facred monument; They fung anthems to their Saviour, 
who had there purchafed their falvation by his death and 
agony :. And their devotion, enlivened by the prefence of 
the place where he had fuffered, fo overcame their fury, 
that they diflolved in tears, and bore the appearance of 
every foft and tender fentiment. So inconfiftent is hu- : 
w Vertot, vol. i, p. 575 x M, Paris, p. 34. Order. Vitals 
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afily does the moft effes 


-~ minate fuperftition ally, both with the moft heroic cou- 
ern / Yo 


Iico, 


Accefion of 


Henry, 


race, and with the fierceft barbarity ! 

THis great event happencd on the fifth of July in the 
laft year of the eleventh century. The Chriftian princes 
and nobles, after chufing Godfrey of Boiillion king of 


erufalem, began to fettle themfelves in their new con- 


itl, 


while fome of them returned to Europe, in order 
to enjoy at home that glory, which their valour had ac- 
quired them in this popular and meritorious enterprize. 
Among thefe, was Robert, duke of Normandy, who, as 
he had rel 
that attended the crufade, had all along diftinguifhed him- 
felf by the moft intrepid courage, as well as by that affable 
difpofition and unbounded generofity, which gain the 
hearts of foldiers, and qualify a prince to fhine in a mili- 


inquithed the greateft dominions of any prince, 


tary life. In pafling through Italy, he became acquainted 
with Sibylla, daughter of the count of Converfana, a 
young lady of great beauty and merit, whom he efpoufed; 
Indulging himfelf in this new paflion, as well as fond of 
enjoying cafe and pleafure, <fter the fatigues of fo many 
rough campaigns, he lingered a twelvemonth in that de- 
licious climate; and though his friends in the north 
looked every moment for his arrival, none of them knew 
when they could with certainty expe@tit. By this delay, 
he loft the kingdom of England, which the great fame he 
had acquired during the crufades, as well as his undoubt- 
ed title, both by birth, and by the preceding agreement 
with his deceafed brother, would, had he been prefent, 
have infallibly fecured to him. 

Prince Henry was hunting with Rufus in the new 
foreft, when intelligence of that monarch’s death was 
brought him ; and being fenfible of the advantage, attend= 
ing the eRe he hurried to Winchefter, in order 
to fecure the royal treafure, which he knew to be a necef- 


fary 
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fary implement for facilitating his defg is on. the’ crown. © ge. Pp. 
He had fe aecely reached the place when William de Bre- ~ + 


teuil, keeper of the treafure, arrived, and oppofed him- 119% 


felf to Henry’s pretenfions. This nobleman, who had 
been engaged in the fame party of hunting, had no fooner 
heard = his mafter’s death, than he haftened to take care 
of his charge; and he told the prince, that this treafure, 
as Sail a as the crown, belonged to his elder brother, who 
was now his fovereign ; andthat he himfelf, for his part, 

was determined, in fpite of all other pretenfions, to main- 

tain his allegiance to him. But Henry, drawing his 
fword, threatened him with inftant death, if he dared to 


~~ 


difobey him ; and as others cf the late king’s retinue, who 
ame every moment to Winchefter, joined the peu Ceo 
party, Breteuil was obliged to withdraw his of 

) & E 


fition, 


and to acquiefce in this violence ¥. 
Henry, without lofing a moment, haftened with the 
money to London; and having aflembled fome noble- 


men and are whom his addrefs, or ab 


ents ined to his fide; he was? fuddenly elected, or 
> > y 

rather Sica ened and immediately proceeded ‘to: the 

exercife of royal authoity. In lefs than three days 

after hhis brother’s death, the ceremonial of ‘his corona= 

tion was performed by Maurice, bifhop of London, who 

was perfuaded to officiate on that occafion%; and thus, 


by his courage and celerity, he intruded himfelf into the 
vacant throne. No one had fufficient fpirit or fenfe of 
duty to appear in defence of the abfent prince: All-men 
were feduced or intimidated: Prefent poticfion fupplied 
the apparent deficiencies in Henry’s title, which was in- 
deed founded’ on. plain ufurpation : And the barons, as 

1 


well as the people, acquiefced in aclaim, which, though 
it could neither be callched nor-comprehe eds could now; 


y Order, Vital. p. 782. + Chron, Sax. p, 208, Order. Vital. 
Pp. 733. 
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CH AP. they found, be oppofed through the perils alone of civil 
vi, : 
i,j War and rebellion. 


Bur as Henry eafily forefaw, that a crown, ufurped 
againft all rules of juftice, would fit unfteady on his head, 
herefolved, by fair profeffions at leaft, to gain the affections 
of all his fubjeéts. Befides taking the ufual coronation-oath 
to maintain the laws and execute juftice, he pafled a char- 
ter, which was calculated to remedy many of the grievous 
oppreffions, which had been complained of during the 
reigns of his father and brother *. He there promifed, that, 
at the death of any bifhop or abbot, he never would feize 
the revenues of the fee or abbey during the vacancy, but 
would leave the whole to be reaped by the fucceflor ; and 
that he would never let to farm any ecclefiaftical benefice, 
nor difpofe of it for money. After this conceffion to the 
church, whofe favour was of fo great confequence, he 


proceeded to enumerate the civil grievances, which he 


purpofed to redrefs, He promifed, that, upon the death 
of any earl, baron, or military tenant, his heir fhould 
be admitted to the pofleffion of his eftate, on paying a juft 
and lawful relief; without being expofed to fuch violent 
exactions as had been ufual during the late reigns ; He 
remitted the wardfhip of minors, and allowed guardians 
to be appointed, who fhould be anfwerable for the truft: 
He promifed not to difpofe of any heirefs in marriage, but 
by the advice of all the barons; and if any baron in- 
tended to give his daughter, fifter, niece, or kinfwoman, 
in marriage, it fhould only be neceffary for him to con- 
fult the king, who promifed to take no money for his 
confent, nor ever to refufe permiffion, unlefs the perfon, 
to whom it was propofed to marry her, fhould happen to 
be his enemy: He granted his barons and military tes 
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nants the power of bequeathing by will their money or © HAP. 
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perfonal eftates; and if they neglected to make a will, he « ; 


1 


promifed, that their heirs fhould fucceed to them: He 
2 


renounced the right of impofing moneyage, and of levy- 
ing taxes at pleafure on the farms, which the barons re- 
fained in their own ha 


feffions of moderating 


He made fome general pro- 
he offered a pardon for all 
offences ; and he remitted all debts due to the crown: 
He required, that the vaffals of the barons fhould enjoy 


the fame privileges, which he éranted to his own barons ; 


and he promifed a general confi and obfervance 


of the laws of king Edward. This is the fubftance of 


3at famous charter °. 


To give greater to thefe conccfiions, 


3 Jae a SST ‘es 
Henry lodged a copy of his charter in fome abbey of each 


county; as if defirous, that it fhould be expofed to the 


view of all his fubjects, and remain a perpetual rule for 
the limitation and direCtion of his government: Yet it is 
certain, that, 


fent purpote was ferved, he never 
once daaghs: during his reign, of obferving one fingle 
article of it ; and the whole fell fo much into negleét and 


oblivion, that, in the following century, when the barons,. 


who had heard an ob{cure tradition of it, defired to make 


it the model of the great charter, which they exacted from 


king John, with difficu 


they y find a copy of it in 


the kingdom. But as to the grievances here_propofed to 
be.redreiled, they were ftill continued in hae full extent; 
and the royal authority, in all 


e.particulars, lay under 
no manner of reftri¢tion. _ Reliefs of heirs, fo capital an 


article, were never effect ced till the time of Magna 


Charta?; and it is evident, that the general promife here 


given, 


b Sce Appendix Ii. © Maith, Paris, p. 38. Hoveden, p. 468i" 
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What is called a relief in the Conqueror’s laws, preferved by Ingulf, feemsto 

have been the herriot ; fince reliefs, as well as the other burdens of the feud! 
law 
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accepting a juft and lawful relief, ought to 


have been reduced to more precifion, in order ta give 


fecurity to the fubjeét. The oppreffion of wardfhip and 


martiage was perpetuated even till the age of CharlesIL. : 
And it appears from Glanville *, the famous jufticiary of 
Henry II. that, in his time, where any man died intef 
tate, an accident which muft have been very frequent, 
when the art of writing was fo little known, the king, or 
the lord of the fief, pretended to feize all the moveables, 
and to exclude every heir, even the children of the de- 
ceafed : A fure mark of a tyrannical and arbitrary govern-, 
ment. 


Tue Normans indeed, fettled in England, were, during © 


this age, fo violent and licentious a people, that they may 
be pronounced incapable of any true or regular liberty ; 
which requires fuch improvement in knowledge and mo- 
rals, as can only be the refult of reflection and experi-. 
ence,’ and muft grow to perfection during feveral ages of 
fettled and eftablifhed government. A people, fo infen- 
fible to the rights of their fovereign, as to disjoint, with- 
out neceffity, the hereditary fucceffion, and permit a 
younger brother to intrude himfelf into the place of 
the elder, whom they efteemed, and who was guilty of 
no crime but being abfent, could not expect, that that 
prince would pay any greater regard to their privileges, 
or allow his engagements to fetter his power, and debar 
him from any confiderable intereft or convenience. ‘They 
had indeed arms in their hands, which prevented the efta- 
blifhment of a total defpotifm, and left their pofterity 
fufficient power, whenever they fhould attain a fuf- 
ficient degree of reafon, to aflume true liberty: But 
their turbulent difpofition frequently prompted: them to 
Jaw were unknown in the age of the Confeffor, whofe laws thefe originally 
were, 


© Lib. 7. cap,16. This prafice was contrary to the laws of king Ed- 
ward, ratified by the Conqueror, as we learn from Ingulf, p. 91, . But Jaws 


had at that time very.little influence; Power and violence governedevery thing, ' 
} ig § z 


make 


HEN Re YE 


thake fich ufe of their arms, that they were more fitted 


fL ¢ 


to obftruct the execution of juftice, than to {top the ca- 


reer of violence and oppreffion. The prince 

that greater oppofition was often made to him when 
énforced the laws, than when he violated the 
o render his own will and pleafure the fo 
vernment ; and on every emergence t F 


power of the perfons whom he miieht 


rights of thofe whom he might injure. 
ef this charter of Henry proves, that the Norman barons 
f, th > athe ha the ry {, E colar ro chief. 
(for they, rather'than the people of Eneland, are chic 
concerned in it) were totally ignorant of the natur 


limited monarchy, and were ill qualified to con 


conjunction with their fovereign, the machine 


ment. It is an act of his fole power, 


hi 
free grace, contains fome articles whi as 
well as himfelf, and is therefore unfit 1 of 
any one who pofleffes not the whole power, 


and who may not at pleafure revoke all his concefiions. 
Henry, farther to encreafe his popularity, degraded 
and committed to prifon Ralph Flambard, bifhop of Dur- 
ham, who had been the chief inftrument of oppreffion 
under his brother‘: But this act was followed by ano- 


ther, which was a direct violation of 


is own charter, and 
was a bad prognoftic of his fincere intentions to obferve it: 


He kept the fee of Durhar n vacant for five years, and 
during that tithe retained pofleffion of all 


reve- 


riues. Senfible of the gréat authority, ieee Anfelm 


cutions which he had undergone ae William, ee fent 


repeated meflages to him at Lyons, where he re fided, and 
§ digmitic § 8. 
On the arrival of the prelate, he propofed to him the re- 


invited hitn-to return and take pofleffion of h 


f Chron. Sax, p. 208. W. Malm. p. 156. Matth. Paris, p. 39. 
Beverl. p. 144, 


Alur. 


a. Sax, p, 208. Order, Vital. le pr 7845 

Matth, Paris, p, 39, P. 273s 
1 
8 newa 


338 


C HAP, 
Vi. 


UNC, Which had never ede refufed by 


ztoo. 


HISTORY. OF ENGLAND, 


newal of that homage which he had done his brother, and 
{ any Englith bifhop: 
But Anfelm had acquired other fentiments by his journey 
He ob- 
jected the decrees of the council of Bari, ‘at which he 
himfelf had affifted ; and he declared that, fo far from 
doing homage for his fpiritual dignity, he would not fo 


to Rome, and gave the king an abfolute refufal. 


ech as conimunicate: wit any ecclefiaftic, who paid 
that fubmifi 
men. Henry, who propofed, in his prefent delicate fitua- 
tion, to reap great advantages from the authority and 
popularity of Anfelm, durft not infift on his demands: 
He only defired that the controverfy might be fufpended; 
and that meffengers might be fent to Rome, in order to 
accommodate matters with the pope, and obtain his con- 


ion, or who accepted of inveftitures from lay- 


firmation of the laws and cuftoms of England, 
THERE immediately occurred an important affair, in 


Btarriage * of which the king was obliged to have recourfe to the au- 


the king 


thority of Anfelm. Matilda, daughter of Malcolm III. 
king of Scotland, ‘and niece to Edgar Atheling, had, on 
her father’s death, and the fubfequent revolutions in the 
Scottifh government, been brought to England, and edu- 
cated under her aunt, Chriftina, in the nunnery of Rum- 
fey. This princefs Henry propofed to marry ; but as fhe 
had worn the veil, though never taken the vows, doubts 
might arife concerning the lawfulnefs of the act; and it 
behoved him to be very careful not to fhock; in any par- 
ticular, the religious prejudices of his fubjeéts. The af- 
fair was examined by Anfelm in a council of the prelates 
and nobles, which was fummoned at Lambeth: Matilda 
there proved, that fhe 
view of entering into a religious life, but merely in con- 
faquence of a cuftom, familiar to the Englifh ladies, who 


& W. Malm, p. 225, 
: protected 


had put on the veil, not with a- 
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protected their chaftity from the brutal violence of theC gh Ps 
Normans, by taking fhelter under that habit", which, UArw 
amidft the horrible licentioufnefs of the times, was yeg "40% 
generally revered. The council, fenfible that even a 
princefs had otherwife no fecurity for her honour, ade 
mitted this reafon as valid: They pronounced, that Ma- 

tilda was ftill free to marry‘; and her efpoufals with 
Henry were celebrated by Anfelm with great pomp and 
folemnity*. No act of the king’s reign rendered him 
equally popular with his Englith fubje&s, and tended 

more to eftablifh him on the throne. Though Matilda, 
during the life of her uncle and brothers, was not heir of 

the Saxon line, fhe was become very dear to the Englith 

on account of her connexions with it: And that people, 

who, before the conqueft, had fallen into a kind of indif- 
ference towards their ancient royal family, had felt fo 
feverely the tyranny of the Normans, that they reflected 

with extreme regret on their former liberty, and hoped 

for a more equal and mild adminiftration, when the 

blood of their native princes fhould be united with that of 

their new fovereigns !. 

But the policy and prudence of Henry, which, if Invafion by 
time had been allowed for thefe virtues to produce their ey = 
full effe&, would have fecured him pofleffion of the 
fruftrated by the fud- 


den appearance of Robert, who returned to Norn 


about a2 month after the ¢ 
He took pofleffion, withou 
and immediately made prer 


Jand, of which, durine his 


ed his preten- 
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* quences, exprefied the fame difcontent at the feparation 


~~ of the di utchy and kingdom, which had appearéd on thé 


az1cr, 


acceffion of William. Robert de Belefme, earl of Shrewf= 
bury and Arundel, William de la Warenne, earl of Sur- 
rey, oe f de Montgomery, Walter Giffard, Robert de 
Pontefract, Robert de Mallet t, Yvo de Grentmefnil, and 
many others of the principal nobility ", invited Robert 
to make up an attempt on England, and promifed, on his 
landing, to ae ae with all their forces. Even the fea- 
men were affected with the general popularity of his 
name, and fa side over to him the greateft part of a 
fleet, which had been equipped to oppofe, his paflage. 
Henry, in this extremity, began to be apprehenfive for his 
life, as well as for his crown; and had recourfe to the 
fuperftition of the people,. in order to oppofe their fenti«. 
ment of juftice. He paid diligent court to Anfelm, whofe 
fanctity and wifdom he pretended’torevere. He confulted 
him in all difficult emergencies ; feemed to be governed 
by him in every meafure ; ones a ftriét regard to ec- 
clefiaftical privileges ; profefled a great attachment to 
Rome, and a refolution of perfevering in an implicit obe- 
dience to the decrees of councils, and to the will of the 
fovercign pontiff. By thefe carefles and declarations, he 
entirely gained the confidence of the primate, whofe in- 
fluence over the people, and authority with the barons, 
were of the utmoft fervice to him, in his prefent fitua- 
tion. _Anfelm ferupled not to affure the nobles of the 
king’s fincerity in thofe profefions which he made, of 
avoiding the tyrannical and oppreffive government of his 
father and brother: He even rode through the ranks of 
the army, recommended to the foldiers the defence of their 
prince, reprefented the duty of keeping their oaths of al- 
legiance, and prognofticated to them the greateft happi- 
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nefs from the government of fo wife and juft a fovereign: C py 
By this expedient, joined to the influence of the earls of Lasts 
Warwick and Mellent, of Roger Bigod, Richard de Red- 170% 
vers, and Robert Fitz-Hamon, powerful barons, who ftill 

adhered to the prefent government, the atmy was retained 

in the king’s interefts, and marched, with feeming union 

and firmnefs, to oppofe Robert, who had landed with his 

forces at Portfmouth. 

THE two armies lay in fight of each other for fome Accomffio~ 
days without coming to action; and both princes, being a 
apprehenfive of the event, which would probably be de- 
cifive, hearkened the more willingly to the counfels of 
Anfelm and the other great men, who mediated an ac- 
commodation between them. After employing fome ne+ 
gotiation, it was agreed, that Robert fhould refign his 
pretenfions to England, and receive in lieu of them an 
annual penfion of 3000 marks; that, if either of the 
princes died without iffue, the other fhould fucceed to his 
dominions ; that the adherents of each fhould be par- 
doned, and reftored to all their poffeffions either in Nor= 
mandy or England ; and that neither Robert nor Henry 
fhould thenceforth encourage, receive, or protect the ene= 
mies of the other ®. 


Tuts treaty, though calculated fo much for Henry’s rs toae 
advantage, he was the firft to violate. He reftored indeed 
the eftates of all Robert’s adherents; but was fecretly 
determined, that noblemen fo powerful and fo ill affected, 
who had both inclination and ability to difturb his go- 
vernment, fhould not long remain unmolefted in their 
prefent opulence and grandeur. He began with the earl 
of Shrewfbury, who was watched for fome time by fpies, 
and then indicted on a charge, confifting of forty-five 
articles. This turbulent nebleman, knowing his owa 
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guilt, as well as the prejudices of his judges, and thé 
power of his profecutor, had recourfe to arms for defence: 
But being foon fupprefled by the activity and addrefy of 
Henry, 
was conififcated, 
thers, Arnulf de 
ter. Soon after followed the profecution and condemna- 
tion of Robert de Pontefract and Robert de Mallet, who 
had diftinguifhed themfelves among Robert’s adher«ts, 
Wiliam de Warenne was the next vidtim: Even Wil- 
liam earl of Cornwal, fon of the earl of Mortaigne, the 
king’s uncle, 


he was banifhed the kingdom, and his great etate 
His ruin involved that of his two dro- 
Montgomery, and Roger earl of Lancaf- 


having given matter of fufpicion agtinft 
him, Toft all the vaft acquifitions of his family in Eng- 
land. Though the ufual violence and tyranny of the 
Norman irons afforded a plaufible pretence for thofe 
profecutions, and it is probable that none of the fentences, 
pronounced againft thefe noblemen, was wholly inigui- 
tous ; men eafily faw or. conje€tured, that the chief part 
of hee guilt was not the injuftice or illegality of their 
conduct. Robert, enraged at the fate of his friends, im- 
prudently ventured to come into England; and he remon- 
ftrated with his brother, in fevere terms, againft this 
breach of treaty: But met with fo bad a reception, that 
he began to apprehend danger to his own liberty, and 
was glad to purchafe an efeape, by refigning his penfion. 
Tue indifcretion of Robert foon expofed him to more 
fatal injuries. This prince, whofe bravery and candor 
procured him refpet, while at a diftance, had no fooner 
attained the poflefiion of power, and enjoyment of prace, 
than all the vigour of his miad relaxed ; and he fell into 
contempt among thofe whe approached his perfon, of were 
fubjected to his authority. Alternately abandoned to dif- 
folute pleafures and “to womanifh fuperftition, he wis fo 
xemifs, both in the care of his treafure and the exercile of 
his government,-that his. feryants pillaged his money with 
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impunity; ftole from him his very clot thes; and proceeded 


thence to practife every fpecies of extortion on his de- 
fencelefs fubjects. The barons, whom a fevere admini- 
tration alone could have reftrained, gave- reins to their 
unbounded rapine upon their vaflals, and inveterate ani- 
mofities againft each other ; and all Normandy, during 


the reign of this benign prince, was become a fcene of 


violence and depredation. The Normans at laft, obfery- 
ing the regular government, which Henry, notwithftand- 
ing his ufurped title, had been able to efablith in Eng- 
land, applied to him, that he might ufe his authority for 

the fuppreffion of thefe diforders ; and they thereby af- 
forded him a pretence for interpofing in the affairs of 
Normandy. Inftead of employing his mediation; to ren- 
der his brother’s government refpeétable, or to redre{s the 
grievances of the Normans ; he was only attentive to fup- 
port his own partizans, and to encreafe their number by 
every art of bribery, intrigue, and infinuation. Having 
found, in a vifit, which he made to that dutch hy, that 
the nobility were more difpofed to pay fubmiffion to him 
than to their legal fovereign ; he collected, by arbitrary 
extortions on England, a great army and treafure, and 
returned next year to Normandy, in a fituation to obtain, 
either by violence or corruption, the dominion of that 
province. He took Bayeux by ftorm after an obftinate 
fiece : He made himfelf mafter of Caen | by the voluntary 
See of the inhabitants : But being repulfed at Fa- 
laife, and obliged, by the winter feafon, to raife the 
fiege, he returned into England ; after giving affurances 
to his adherents, that he would per fevere in fupporting 
and protecting them 


Next year, he opened the campaign with the fi iege of 
Tenchebray ; and it became evident, from his prepara- 
tions and:progrefs, that he intended to ufurp the entire 
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CH A P. pofleflion of Normandy. Robert was at aft rouzed frorn 


i : 3 
weasuy his lethargy ; and being fuppor 


1406, 


ted by the earl of Mor- 
taigne and Robert de Beilefme, the king’s inveterate ene- 
mies, he raifed a confiderable army, and approached his 
brother’s camp, with a view of finifhing, in one decifive 
battle, the quarrel between them. He was now entered 
on that {cene of aétion, in which alone he was qualified 
to excel; and he fo animated his troops by his example, 
that they threw the Englifh into confufion, and had 


i nearly obtained the victory ° ; when the flight of Bel- 


lefme fpread a panic among the Normans, and occafioned 
their total defeat. Henry, befides doing great execution 
on the enemy, made near ten thoufand prifoners ; among 
whom was duke Robert himfelf, and all the moft confi- 
derable barons, who adhered to his interefts P. This vic- 
tory was followed by the final reduction of Normandy : 
Rotien immediately fubmitted to the conquerdr : Falaife, 
after fome negotiation, opened its gates ; and by this ac- 
quifition, befides rendering himfelf mafter of an important 
fortrefs, he got into his hands prince W illiam, the only 
fon of Robert: He afflembled the fates of Normandy ; 
and having received the homage of all the vaflals of the 
dutchy, having fettled the government, revoked: his bro- 
ther’s donations, and difmantled the caftles, lately built, 
he returned into England, and carried along with him the 
duke as prifoner. “That unfortunate prince was detained 
in cuftody during the remainder of his life, which was 
no lefs than twenty-cight years, and he died in the caftle 
of Cardiff in Glamorganfhire ; happy if, without lofing 
his liberty, he could have relinquifhed that power, which 
he was not qualified either to hold or exercife. Prince 
William was committed to the care of Helie de St. Saen, 
who had married Robert’s natural daughter, and whos 
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being aman of probity and honour, beyond what was © es , P, 
ufual in thofe ages, executed the truft with great. affec-. ~~ wy 
tion and fidelity. Edgar Atheling, who had followed 11°& 
Robert. in the expedition to Jerufalem, and who had lived 

with him ever fince in Normandy, was another illuftrious 
prifoner, taken in the battle of Tenchebray 3, Henry 

gave him his liberty, and fettled a fmall penfion on him, 

with which he retired ; and he lived to a good old age in 
England, totally negle&ted and forgotten. ‘This prince 

was diftinguifhed by perfonal bravery; But nothing can 

be a ftronger,proof of his mean talents in every other re- 

{pect, than that, notwithftanding he pofleffed the affec- 

tions of the Englifh, and enjoyed the only legal title to 

the throne, he was allowed, during the reigns of fo many 

violent and jealous ufurpers, to live unmolefted, and go 

to his grave in peace, 


A LITTLE after Henry had completed the conqueft of — 310%. 
Normandy, and fettled the government of that province, cena 
he finifhed a controverfy, which had been long depending poe San 
between him and the pope, with regard to the inveftitures primate, 
in ecclefiaftical benefices ; and though he was here ob- 
liged to relinquifh fome of the ancient rights of the crown, 
he extricated himfelf from the difficulty on eatier terms 
than moft princes, who, in that age, were fo unhappy as 
to be engaged in difputes with the apoftolic fee. The 
king’s fituation, in the beginning of his reign, obliged 
him to pay great court to Anfelm: The advantages, 
which he had reaped from the zealous friendfhip of that 
prelate, had made him fenfible how prone the minds of 
his people were. to fuperftition, and what an afcendant 
the ecclefiaftics had been able to affume over them, He 
had feen, on the acceffion of his brother Rufus, that, 
though the rights of primogeniture were then violated, 
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c Ke P. and the inclinations of almoft all the barons thwarted, 
CA Ao yet the authority of Lanfranc, the primate, ‘had pres 


vailed over all other confiderations : His own cafe, which 


was {till ‘more unfavourable, afforded an inftance, “in- 


which the clergy had more evidently fhown their influ- 
ence and authority. Thefe recent examples, while they 
made him cautious not to offend that powerful body, 
convinced him, at the fame time, that it was extremely 
his intereft to retain the former prerogative of the crown 
in filling offices of fuch vaft importance, and to check 
the ecclefiaftics in that independance to which they vifibly 
afpired. ‘The choice, which his brother, in a fit of 
penitence, had made of Anfelm, was fo far unfortunate 
to the king’s pretenfions, that this prelate was celebrated 
for his piety and zeal and aufterity of manners; and 
though his monkifh devotion and narrow principles prog- 
nofticated no great knowledge of the world or depth of 
policy, he was, on that very account, a more dangerous 
inftrument in the hands of politicians, and’ retained a 
greater afcendant over the bigotted populace.” The pru- 
dence and temper of the king appear in nothing more 
confpicuous than in the management of this delicate 
affair; where he was always fenfible that it had become 
necefiary_for him to rifque his whole crown, in order to 
preferve the moft invaluable jewel of it P, 

AwsELM had no fooner returned from banifhment, 
than his refufai to do homage to the king raifed a difpute, 
which Henry evaded at that critical junéture, by pro- 
mifing to fend a meflenger, in order to compound the 
matter with Pafcal II. who then filled the papal throne. 
The meflenger, as was probably forefeen, returned with 
an abfolute refufal of the king’s demands 4; and that 
fortified by many reafons, which were well qualified to 
operate on the underftandings of men in thofe ages. 
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Pafcal quoted the feriptures to prove that Chrift was the € = P, 
door; andyhe thence inferred, that.all.ecclefiaftics muft Wo, 
enter into the church through Chrift alone, not through 1107+ 
the civil magiftrate, or any profane laymen ". “It is 
<< monftrous,”’. added ;the pontiff, <¢ that a fon fhould 
<* pretend to. beget. his. father, ora man to createnhis 
** God: Priefts are called, Gods jin, feripture, .as being 
“¢ the vicars‘of God: -And will you; by your abominable 
“< pretenfions to grant them, their inveftiture, affume the 
“¢ right of creating them *?” 

But how convincjng foever. thefe. arguments, they 
could not perfuade Henry to refign. fo important ‘a pre- 
rogative; and peshaps, as he was. poflefled of _ great 
reflection and learning, he thought, that the abfurdity of 
a.man’s .creating his, God, even, allowing priefts to. be 
gods, was not, urged with the beft grace by. the Roman 
pontiff... But as he defired {till to avoid, at leaft to delay, 
the coming to-any dangerous extremity with the chureh, 
he perfuaded.Anfelm, that he fhould be able, ‘by. farther 
negociation, to atfain f6me compofition with! Pafeal; 
and for that purpofe, he difpatched three bifhops to 
Rome, while Anfelm fent two meflengers of his own, to 
be more fully-aflured of the pope’s intentions'. Pafcal 
wrote back letters equally pofitive and arrogant both to 
the king and primate; urging to the former, that, by 
‘affuming the right of inveftitures, he committed a ‘kind 
of {piritual adultery with the church, who was the fpoufe 
of Chrift, and who muft not admit of fuch a2 commerce 
with any other perfon"; and infifting with-the latter, 


¥ Eadmer, p. 60, This topic is farther enforced in p. 73, 74. See alfo 
W., Malm. p. 163. 

* Eadmer, p. 61, I much fufpeé, that this text of {cripture is a forgery 
of his holinefs: For I have not been able to find it. Yet it paffed current 
in thofe ages; and was often quoted by the clergy asthe, foundation of their 
power. See Epift, St. Thom, p. 169. 
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© FAP that the pretenfions of kings to confer benefices was the 


tL — fource of all fimony ; a topic which had but too much 


£107. 


foundation: in thofe ages *. 

Henry had now no other expedient than to fupprefs 
the letter addrefled to himfelf, and to perfuade the three 
bifhops to prevaricate, and affert, upon. their epifcopal 
faith, that Pafcal had affured them in private of his good 
intentions towards Henry, and of his refolution not to 
refent any future exertion of his prerogative in granting 
inveftitures ; though he himfelf fcrupled to give this 
affurance under his hand, left other princes fhould copy 
the example and aflume a like privilege x. Anfelm’s 


two meflengers, who were monks, affirmed to him, that 


it was impoffible this ftory could have any foundation : 
But their word was not deemed equal to that of three 
bifhops ; and the king, as if he had finally gained his 
caufe, proceeded to fill the fees of Hereford and Salif- 
bury, and to inveft the new bifhops in the ufual manner®. 
But Anfelm, who, as he had good reafon, gave no credit 
to the afleveration of the king's meflengers, refufed nat 
only to confecrate them, but even to communicate with 
them ; and the bifhops themfelves, finding how odious 
they were become, returned to Henry the enfigns of their 
dignity. The quarrel eyery day encreafed between the 
king and the primate: The former, notwithftanding the 
prudence and moderation of his temper, threw out me- 
naces againft {uch as fhould pretend to oppofe him in 
exerting the ancient prerogatives of his crown: And 
Anfelm, fenfible of his own dangerous fituation, defired 
leave to make a journey to Rome, in order to lay the cafe 
before the fovereign pontiff. Henry, well pleafed to rid 
himfelf without violence of fo inflexible an antagonift, 


w Eadmer, p. 64, 66. % Eadmer, p. 65. W. Malm. p, 225e 
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readily granted him permiffion, The preiate was attended © . s P, 


to the fea-coait by infinite multitudes, not only monks Wy 
and clergymen, but people of all ranks, who fcrupled not **°% 
in this manner to declare for their primate againft their 
fovereign, and who regarded his departure as the final 
abolition 9f religion and true piety in the kingdom, , 
The king, however, feized all the revenues of his fee ; 

and fent William de Warelwaft to negociate with Pafcal, 

and to find fome means of accommodation in this delicate 

affair. 

Tue Englifh minifter told Pafcal, that his mafter 
would rather lofe his crown than part with the right of 
granting inveftitures, “ And I,” replied Pafcal, ** would 
** rather lofe my head than allow him to retain it*.” 
Henry fecretly prohibited Anfelm from returning, unlefs 
he refolved to conform himfelf to the laws and ufages of 
the kingdom; and the primate took up his refidence at 
Lyons, in expectation, that the king would at laft be 
obliged to yield the point, which was the prefent object 
of controverfy between them. Soon after, he was per- 
mitted to return to his. monaftery at Bec in Normandy ; 
and Henry, befides reftoring to him the revenues of his 
fee, treated him with the greateft refpect, and held feveral 
conferences with him, in order to foften his.oppofition, 
and bend him to fubmiffion ». The people of England, 


fe 
< 
We 
E 


who thought all differences now accommodated, , were 
inclined to blame their primate for abfenting himfelf fo 
long from his charge; and he daily received letters from 
his partizans, reprefenting the neceflity of his {peedy 
return. The total extinction, they told him, of religion 
and Chriftianity was likely to enfue from the want of his 
fatherly care: The moft fhocking cuftoms prevail. in 
England: And the dread of his feverity. being now 


z Eadmer, p. 72. a Eadmer, p,73. W, Malm. p. 226. 
M, Paris, p. 40% » Hovesen, po 4yte 
remoyed, 


330 HISTORY #OF ENGLAND, 


cH A P. removed, fodomy and the practice of wearing long thajg 
Vi, 


i gain, ground among all.rcanks.of men, and thefe. enor 


37+ mities openly appear every, where, without fenfe of fhame 


or fear of punifament¢. 
THE policy of the court of Roine has commonly been 
much admired; and.men, judging by . fuccefs,. haye 


2) c=] 
beftowed.the higheft eu son that prudence by which 


a power, from fuch flender beginnings, could advance, 
Without force of arms, to eftablith an univerfal and 
almoft abfolute monarchy in Europe. But the wifdom 
of fo long a fucceffion of men, who filled the papal 
throne, and who were of fuch different ages, tempers, 
and interefts, is not intelligible, and could never have 
place in nature.” The inftrument, indeed, with which 
they wrought, the ignorance and fuperftition of’ the 
people, is fo grofs an engine, of fuch univerfal preva- 
lence, and fo little liable to accident ‘or diforder, that it 
may be fuccefsful even’ in’ the mo unfkilful hands ; and 
fcarce any~ indiferetion’ “can” frifftrate its” operations. 
While the court of Romeé ‘was openly abandoned to the 
mott fldotant diforders, evén while’ ie was form with 
ichifms‘ and fa&tions, “the power of the’ chureh daily 
made’ a°fenfible progrefs‘in Europe; and the temerity of 
Gregory and the caution of Pafcal were equally fortunate 
in promoting it, The clergy, feeling the necef ity, which 
they Jay under, of beine protected againft the violence of 
princes, or vigour of the laws, were well ‘pleafed to 
adhere to a foreign head, who, being removed from the 
fear of the civil authority, could freely employ the power 
of the whole church in defending her antient or ufurped 
properties and privileges, when invaded in any particular 
country: The monks, defirous of an independance on 
their diocefans, profefled a {till more devoted attachment 
to. the triple crown; and the ftupid people poffeffed no 
{cience or reafon, which they could oppofe to the moft 
© Eadmer, p. 81, 
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exorbitant ‘pretenfions. Norifenfe pafled for demonftra- 
tion: The moft criminal means were fanctified by the 
piety ‘of the end: . Treaties’ were’ not {uppofed to be 
binding, ‘where the interefts of God were concerned : 
The ancient laws and cuftomsiof ftates had no authority 
sived 


as authentic monuments. of antiqui ty) Andythe cham-= 


againft a divine right; Impudent forgeries’ were re 


pions of holy ‘church, if fuccefsful, were 
heroes ; if unfortunate, were worfhipped as 


al! events thus turned out equally ‘to the 2 
clerical — utions. eee himfelf, the ae pope, 
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israeli} involved in dati rcae es;_ and. ‘necefiitated. 
to follow a conduét, which? would have drawn:dif 


and ruin on any temporal prince, ‘that-had been = unfor= 
tunate as to fall-into a like fituation. |. His perfon.wa 
ds, by. 


a formal ‘treaty, to refign to that monarch,) the right of 


feized by the'emperor Henry V. and he was sbi 


granting inveftitures, for which they had fo long contends 
ed+, Inorder to add greater folemnity to this agreement, 
the emperor and pope communicated together on the fame 
hofte; one half of which was given to the prince, the 
other taken by the pontiff: The moft tremendous impre- 
cations were publicly denounced on either of them ‘who 
fhould violate the treaty: Yet no fooner did Pafcal 
recover his liberty, than he revoked all his conceflions, 
and pronounced the fentence of excommunication againk 
the emperor, who, in the end, was obliged to fubmit to 
the terms required of him, and to yield up all his pres 
tenfions, which he never could refume *. 
Tue king of England had very nearly 


is 
i 


alien.into the 
fame dangerous -fituation.: Pafcal had already-excommu- 
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CHAP. nicated the earl of Mellent, and the other minifters of 
Vi. a A : fi “ 
t—~— Henry, who were inftrumental in fupporting his preten- 


3f07. 


Compromife 


with An- 
telm, 


fons‘: He daily menaced the king himfelf with a like 
fentence; and he fufpended the blow only to give him 
leifure to prevent it by a timely fubmiffion. The malcan- 
tents waited impatiently for the opportunity of difturb- 
ing his government by con(piracies and infurre@tions €- 
The king’s beft friends were anxious at the profpect of 
an incident, which would fet their religious and civit 
duties at variance: And the countefs of Blois, his fitter, 
@ princefs of piety, who had great influence over him, 
was affrighted with the danger of her brother’s eternal 
damnation 4, Henry, on the other hand, feemed deter 
mined to run all hazards, rather than refign a prerogative 
ef fuch importanee, which had been enjoyed by all his 


predeceffors ; and it feemed probable, from his great pru- 


dence and ability, that he might be able to fuftain his 
rights, and finally prevail in the conteft. While Pafcal 
and Henry thus ftood mutually in awe of each other, it 
was the more eafy to bring about an accommodation 
between them, and to find a medium, in which they 
might agree. 

Brrore bifhops took pofleffion of their dignities, they 
had formerly been accuftomed to pafs through two cere- 
monials: They received from the hands of the fovereign 
a ring and crofier, as fymbols of their office ; and this 
was called their invefiture : ‘They alfo made thofe fub- 
miffions to the prince, which were required of vaffals by 
the rites of the feudal law, and which received the name 
of homage. And as the king might refufe, both to grant 
the invefiiture and to receive the homage, though the 
chapter had, by fome canons of the middle age, been 
endowed with the right of election, the fovereign had 


f Eadmer, p, 79, & Ibid, p. So, B Ibid, ps 79: 
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in reality the fole power of appointing prelates. Urban © is P, 


- 


II. had equally deprived laymen of the rights of grant- —~—_w 


ing inveftiture and of receiving homage‘: The emperors 
never were able, by all their wars and negociations, to 
make any diftinction be admitted between them: The 
interpofition of profane laymen, in any particular, was 
ftill reprefented as impious and abominable: And the 
church openly afpired to a total independance on the 
ftate. But Henry had put England, as well as Nor- 
mandy, in fuch a fituation as gave greater weight to his 
negotiations ; and Pafcal was for the prefent fatisfied with 
his refigning the right of granting inveftitures, by which 
the fpiritual dignity was fuppofed to be conferred; and 
he allowed the bifhops to do homage for their temporal 
properties and privileges *. The pontiff “was well 
pleafed to have made this acquifition, which, he hoped, 
‘would in time involve the whole: And the king, anxious 
to procure an efcape from a very dangerous fituation, was 
content to retain fome, though a more precarious autho- 


rity, in the election of prelates. 


AFTER the principal controverfy was accommodated, 
it was not difficult to adjuft the other differences. The 
pope allowed Anfelm to communicate with the prelates, 
who had already received inveftitures from the crown ; 
and he only required of them fome fubmiffions for their 
paft mifconduét'. He alfo granted Anfelm a plenary 
power of remedying every other diforder, which, he faid, 
might arife from the barbaroufnefs of the country ™. Such 
was the idea which the popes then entertained of the 
Englifh ; and:nothing can be a ftronger proof of the mi- 
ferable ignorance in which that people were then plunged, 
than that a man, who fat on the papal throne, and who 


i Eadmer, p. gt. W. Malm. p. 163. Sims Dunelm: p. 230. 
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abroad, 
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fhould think him: 


yer ie saat of thefe controverfies, a fynod was 


at Weftminfter, where the king, intent only on the 
main difpute, allowed fome canons of lefs corfequence to 
be enacted; which tended to promote the-ufur rpations of 


the clergy: The elibaey of pricits was enjoined; 4 


point which it was ftill found very dificult’ to carry inte 
pie aiaey : And even laymen were not allowed to marry 
within the feventh degree of affinity *. By this contri+ 
the profits, which he reaped 

and likewife thofe from diz 
vorces, “ig as the art of writing was then rare, and 


ers 


vance, the p 


were not he eae kept, it Was not eafy 


the degrees f affinit y even among people of 
rank; and any mani, ‘elie had money feetRecibaht to pay for 
it, might obtain a divorce, on pretence that his-wife was 
more neatly related to him than was permitted by the 
canons: ‘The fynod alfo paffed a vote, prehibiti ig the 
9m wearing lo 


6 


: hair®, The averfion of the cler= 
gy to this mode was not-confined to England. When 
¢ went to Normandy, before he had cons 

at province, the bifhop of Seez, in a formal 
ruc, Fearne exhorted him to redrefs the manifold 


under which the government laboured, and to 


sie to poll their hair in a decent for 

e would not refien ‘his prerogatives to 
h, was very ae to part with hi is hair: He 
cut it in the hich they required of him, and obliged 


all the courtiers to imitate his example P, 


quifition of Normandy was a great point of 
coe being the ancient patrimony of his 
id the only tertitory, which, while in his pof- 
gave him any weight or confideration on the corla 

n Eadmer, p. 67, 68, Svelm. Conc. vol, fi, P: 22» © Eadmer, 
p> 68, P Order, Vital, p, $16, 
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tihent :° But the injuftice of His ufurpation was'the force C AA P, 


S 


of great inquietude, itivolved sia in frequent ware, “ar 


n 


obliged*him to impofe of his’Ex nelith fibjes thole m: ty 
hesy and arbitrary taxes, of hich all the hiftorians of 
that age unanimoully “complain, | His nephew, ‘Wil- 
liam, “was but fix yeats of age, when he’committed him 
to the care of Helie de St. § Saen ; and it is probable, that 
his reafon for intruftine that important chatee to a mari 
of fo unblemifhed a charaGer, was to prevent all malig- 
nant fulpicions, in cafe any accident fhould befal the Tif 
of the: young prince. He foon repented of his choice : 
but when he defired to recover poficilion of William’s 
perfon, Helie withdrew his pupil, and carried him to the 


bbeel 


court of Fulk, count of f Anjou, who gaye him protec, 


In. proportion as the prince grew up to: man’s eftate, he 
difcovered virtues fuitable to. his birth ; and wandering 
through different courts of Europe, excited the friendly 
compafhon of many princes, and raifed a general in 
nation againft his uncle, who had fo unjultly bereaved 
him of his inheritance: Lewis the G: rofs, fon of Philip, 
Was at this time king of France, a brave and generous 
prince, who, having been obliged, during the Lies 
of his father, to fly into England, in order to efcape tli¢ 
perfecutions of his flep-mother Bertrude, had: been pros 


tected. by Henry, and had thence conceived 4 pe 
friendfhip for him. But thefe ties were {oon d 
after the acceffion of Lewis, who found his int 
in fo many particulars oppofite to thofe of the 
monarch, and who became fenfible of the ae attends 
ing the anriexation of Normandy-to Englar He joined 
therefore, the counts of Anjou ¢ and Flakes in giving difs 
quict to Henry’s: govert nment ; and this monaréh, in or 
@er todefend his f foreign dominions, found himfelf obliged 

q Eadmer, p. $3. Chron. Sax P. 21%; 212, 293, 219, 220 
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C H A P.to go over to Normandy, where he refided two years, 


Vi. 


w—~— Ihe war which enfued among thofe princes was attended 
7170+ with no memorable event, and produced only flight fkir- 


1318, 


mifhes on the frontiers, agreeably to the weak condition 
of the fovereigns in that age, whenever their fubjedts 
were not rouzed by fome great and urgent occafion. 
Henry, by contracting his eldeft fon, William, to the 
daughter of Fulk, detached that prince from the alliance, 
and obliged the others to come to an accommodation with 
him. ‘This peace was not of long duration. His ne- 
phew, William, retired to the court of Baldwin, earl of 
Flanders, who efpoufed his caufe ; and the king of France, 
having foon after, for other reafons, joined the party, a 
new war was kindled in Normandy, which produced no» 
event more memorable than had attended the former. At 
laft the death of Baldwin, who was flain in an a@tion near 
Eu, gave fome refpite to Henry, and enabled him to car 

ry on war with more advantage againft his enemies. 
Lewis, finding himfelf unable to wreft Normandy 
from the king by force of arms, had recourfe to the dan- 
gerous expedient, of applying to the fpiritual power, and 
of affording tine ecclefiaftics a pretence to interpofe in the 
temporal concerns of princes. He carried young Wil- 
liam to a general council, which was affembled at Rheims 
by pope Calixtus II. prefented the Norman prince to 
them, complained ef the maniféeft ufurpation and injuftice 
of Henry, craved the affiftance of the church for reinftat- 
ing the true heir in his dominions, and reprefented the 
enormity of detaining in captivity fo brave a prince as Ro- 
bert, one of the moft eminent champions of the crofs, 
and who, by that very quality, was placed under the 
immediate protection of the holy fee. Henry knew how 
to defend the rights of his crown with vigour, and yet 
with dexterity. He had fent over the Englith bifhops to 
this fynod ; but at the fame time had yarned them, that, 
if 
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if any farther claims were ftarted by the pope or the eccle-C H 4 Py 
fiaftics, he was determined to adhere to the laws and Cte. ile 
toms of England; and maintain the prerogatives tranf- 1119. 
mitted to him by his anceftors.  < Go,” faid he to them; 

** falute the pope in my name ; hear his apoftolical pre- 

“* cepts; but take care to bring none of his new inven- 

“* tions into my kingdom,” Finding, however, that it 

would be eafier for him to elude than oppofe the efforts of 
Calixtus, he gave his ambafladors order§ to gain the pope 

and his favourites by liberal prefents and promifes; The 
Complaints of the Norman prince were thenceforth heard 

with great coldnefs by the council ; and Calixtus con+ 

fefled; after a conference, which he had the fame fummer 

with Henry, and when that prince probably renewed his 
prefents, that; of all men; whom he had ever yet been 
atquainted with, he was, beyond comparifon, the moft 
€loquent and perfuafive, 

THE warlike meafures of Lewis proved as ineffectual as 
‘his intrigues: He had laid a fcheme for furprifing Noyon ; 
but Henry; having received intelligence of the defign, 
marched to the relief of the place, and fuddenly attacked 
the French at Brenneville, as they were advancing to-= 

. wards it. A fharp conflict enfued ; where prince Wil- 
liam behaved with great bravery, and the king himfelf 
was in the moft imminent danger. He was wounded in 
the head by Crifpin, a gallant Norman officer, who had 
followed the fortunes of William *; but being rather ani- 
mated than terrified by the blow, he immediately beat his 
antagonift to the ground, and fo encouraged his troops 
by the example, that they put the French to total rout, 
and had very nearly taken their king prifoner: The dig- 
nity of the perfons, engaged in this tkirmifh, rendered it 
the moft memorable action of the war: For in other rea 
{pects, it was not of great importance. There were nine 
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» hundred horfemen, who fought on both fides ; yet were 


there only two perfons flair. The reft were defended by 
that heavy armour, worn by the cavalry in thofe times *. 
An accommodation foon after enfiied between the kings 
of France and England ; and the interefts of young Wil- 


liam were entirely neglected in if. 


Bur this public profperity of Henry was much over 
balanced by a domeftic calamity, which befel him. His 
only fon, William, had now reached his eighteenth 
year; and the king, from the facility with which he 
himfelf had ufurped the crown, dreading that a like re- 
volution might fubvert his family, had taken care to have 
him recognized fucceflor by the ftates of the kingdom, 
and had carried him over to Normandy, that he might 
receive the homage of the barons of that dutchy. The 
king, on his return, fet fail from Barfleur, and was foon 
carried by a fair wind out of fight of land. The prince 
was detained by fome accident ; and his failors, as well 
as their captain, Thomas Fitz-Stephens, having {pent the 
interval in drinking, were fo fluftered, that, being in a 
hurry to follow the king, they heedlefsly carried the fhip 
on a rock, where fhe immediately foundered. William 
was put into the long-boat, and had got clear of the fhip; 
when hearing the cries of his natural fifter, the countefs 
of Perche, he ordered the feamen to row back in hopes of 
faving her: But the numbers, who then crowded in, 
foon funk the boat ; and the prince with all his retinue 
perifhed. Above an hundred and forty young noblemen, 
of the principal families of England and Normandy, were 
loft on this occafion. A butcher of Roitien was the only 
perfon on board who efcaped": He clung to the maft, 
and was taken up next morning by fifhermen. Fitz- 


t Order. Vital. p. 354. 4 Sim. Dunelmy p, 242, Alured Be- 
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Stephens, the captain, took hold alfo of the maft; but C Ha P, 


being informed by the butcher, that prince William had 
perifhed, he faid, that he would not furvive the difafter ; 
and he threw himfelf headlong into the fea ¥, Henry 
entertained hopes for three days, that his fon had put into 
fome diftant port of England: But when certain intelli- 
gence of the calamity was brought him, he fainted away ; 
and it was remarked, that He never after was feen to 
fmile, nor ever recovered his wohted chearfulnefs *. 

Tue death of William may be regarded, in one refpect, 
as a misfortune to thé Englith; becaufe it was the im- 
mediate fource of thofe civil wars, which, after the de- 
mife of the king, caufed fuch confufion in the kingdom : 
But it is remarkable, that the young prince had enter: 
tained a violent averfion to the natives; and had been 
heard to threaten, that, when he fhould be king, he 
would make them draw the plough, and would turn them 
into beafts 6f burthen. Thefe prepofleffions he inherited 
from his father, who, though he was wont, when it 
might ferve his purpofe, to value himfelf on his birth, as 
a native of England, fhowed, in the courfe of his go- 
vernment, an extreme prejudice againft that people. All 
hopes of prefermeft, to ecclefiaftical as well as civil dig- 
nities, were denied thetn during this whole reign ; and 
any foreigner, however ignorant or worthlefs, was fure 
to have the preference in every competition 2. As the 
Enlifh had given no difturbance to the government dur- 
ing the courfe of fifty years, this inveterate antipathy, in 
a prince of fo much temper as well as penetration, forms 
a prefumption, that the Englith of that age were ftill a 
rude and barbarous people even compared to the Normans, 
and imprefles us with no very favourable idea of the An- 
glo-Saxon manners. 


w Order, Vital. p. 868. * Hoveden, p. 476. Order, Vital, 
p. 869, y Gul, Newb, lib. 1. cap. 3, % Eadmer, p, 110, 
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Prince William left no children; and the king had 
mate iffue ; aes one daughter, Ma- 
tilda, whom, in 1110, he had Eieteok ‘thous only eight 

of age *, to the emperor Henry VY. and whom ie 
had then fent’ over to be educated in Germany * . Butas 
her abfence from the kingdom, and her marriage into a 
foreign family, might endanger the fucceffion, Henry, 
who was now a widower, was induced to marry in hopes 
heirs; and he made his addrefles to Adelais, 
frey, duke of Lovaine, and niece of pope 


havi ing r thal 


of 


daughter of Gos 
Calixtus, a young princefs of an amiable perfon®, But 
Adelais brought him no children; and the prince, who 
was moft likely to difpute the fucceffion, and even the 
immediate pofleflion of the crown, recovered hopes of 
fubverting his rival, who had fucceffively feized all his 
patrimonial dominions. William, the fon of duke Ro- 
bers .§ was ftill protected in the French court; and as 
Henry’s connections with the count of Anjou were broken 
off by the death of his fon, Fulk joined the party of the 
A a prince, gave him his daughter in marriage, 
and affifted him in faifing difturbances in Normandy 
But Henry found the means of drawing off the count of 
Anjou, by forming anew with him a. nearer connexion 
than the former, and one more. material to the interefts of 
that caunt’s family. The emperor, his fon-in-law, dy- 
-ing without iflue, he beftowed his daughter on Geoffrey, 
the eldeft fon of Fulk, and endeavoured to enfure her fuc- 
ceffion, by having her recognized heir to all his domi- 
nions, and obliging the barons both of Normandy and 
England to fwear fealty to her. He hoped, that the 
choice of this hufband would be more agreeable to all his 
fubjeGts than that of the emperor; as meee) ing them from 
the fears of falling under the dominion of a great and diftant 
potentate, who might bring them into fubjeCtion, and 
* Chron. Sax. p, 215, W. Malm, p. 166. Order, Vital, p, 830 
® See note [M] at the end of the volume, : 
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reduce their country to the rank of a province: But the € us PB, 
_ barons were difpleafed, that a ftep fo material to national UA 
interefts had been taken without confulting them‘; and 1128. 
Henry had experienced too fenfibly the turbulence of their 
difpofition, not to dread the effects of their refentment, 

It feemed probable, that his nephew’s party might gain 

force from the encreafe of the malcontents : An acceffion 

of power, which that prince acquired a little after, tended 

to render his pretenfions ftill more dangerous. Charles, 

earl of Flanders, . being affaffinated during the celebration 

of divine fervice, king Lewis immediately put the young 

prince in pofleffion of that county, to which he had pre- 
tenfions, in the right of his grandmother Matilda, wife to 

the Conqueror. But William furvived a very little time 

this piece of good fortune, which feemed to open the way 

to ftill farther profperity. He was killed in a fkirmith 

with the landgrave of Alface, his competitor for Flan- 

ders; and his death put an end, for the prefent, to the 
jealoufy and inquietude of Henry, 

Tue chief merit of this monarch’s government confifts 
in the profound tranquillity, which he eftablifhed and main-~ 
tained throughout. all his dominions during the greateft 
part of his reign. The mutinous barons were retained in 
fubjection ; and his neighbours, in every attempt which 
they made upon him, found him fo well prepared, that 
they were difcouraged from continuing or renewing their 
enterprizes. In order to reprefs the incurfions of the 
Welth, he brought over fome Flemings in the year 111 
and fettled them in Pembrokefhire, where they long main- 
tained a different language, and cuftoms, and manners, 
from their neighbours. Though his government feems 
to have been arbitrary in England, it was judicious and 
prudent ; and was as little oppreffive as the neceffity of his 


© W. Malm. p, 175. The annals of Waverly, p, 150, fay, that the king 
akked and obtained the confent of all the barons, 
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c ye P. affairs would permit. He wanted not attention to the 
i+, redrefs of grievances ; and hiftorians mention in particu- 
7128, Jar the levying of purveyance, which he endeavoured ta 
moderate and reftrain. The tenants in the king’s demefne 
lands were at that time obliged to fupply gratis the court 
7ith provifions, and to furnifh carriages on the fame hard 
terms, when the king made a progrefs, as he did. fre- 
quently, into any of the counties. Thefe exaftions were 
fo grievous, and levied in fo licentious a manner, that 
the farmers, when they heard of the court’s approach, 
often deferted their houfes, as if an enemy had invaded 
the country‘; and fheltered. their perfons and families in 
the woods, from the infults of the king’s retinue. Henry 
prohibited thofe enormities, and punifhed the perfons 
guilty of them by cutting off their hands, legs, or other 
members *. But the prerogative was perpetual; the re- 
medy applied by Henry was temporary ; and the violence 
itfelf of this remedy, fo far from giving fecurity to the 
“people, was only a proof of the ferocity of the govern- 
ment, and threatened a quick return of like abufes. 
One great and dificult object of. the king’s prudence 
was the guarding againft the encroachments of the court 
of Rome, and protecting the liberties of the church of 
England, The pope, in the year 1101, had fent Guy, 
archbifhop of Vienne, as legate into Britain; and though 
he was the firft that for many years had appeared there in 
that character, and his commifiion gave general furprize‘, 
the king, who was then in the commencement of his 
reign, and was involved in many difficulties, was obliged 
to fubmit to this encroachment on his authority. But in 
the year 1116, Anfelm, abbot of St. Sabas, who was 
coming over with a like Jegantine commiilion, was pro- 


@ Eadmer, p. 94. Chron. Sax, pP. 202, ¢ Eadmer, p. 94+ 
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hibited from entering the kingdom ¢ ; and pope Calixtus, © H A P, 
who in his turn was then labouring under many difficul- oy 
ties, by reafon of the pretenfions of Gregory, an anti- 1328, 
pope, was obliged to promife, that he never would for the 
future, except when folicited by the king himfelf, fend 

any legate into England», Notwithftanding this engage- 

ment, the pope, as foon as he had fupprefled his antago~ 

nift, granted the’ cardinal de Crema a legantine commif- 

fion for that kingdom; and the king, who by reafon of 

his nephew’s intrigues. and invafions, found himfelf at 

that time in a dangerous fituation, was obliged to fubmit to 

the exercife of this commiffioni, A fynod was called by. 

the legate at London ; where, among other canons, a‘yote 
pafled, enacting fevere penalties on the marriage of the 
¢lergy *. The cardinal, ina public harangue, declared 

it to be an unpardonable enormity, that a prieft fhould 

dare to confecrate and touch the body of Chrift imme- 
diately after he had rifen from the fide of a flrumpet : For 

that was the decent appellation which he gave to the wives of 

the clergy. But it happened, that the very next night, the 
officers of juftice, breaking into a diforderly houfe, found 

the cardinal in bed with a courtezan !; an incident which 
threw fuch ridicule upon him, that he immediately {tole 

‘out of the kingdom: ‘The fynod broke up; and the ca= 

nons againft the marriage of clergymen were worfe exe- 

cuted than ever ™, 

Henry, in order to. prevent this alternate revolution 

of conceffions and encroachments, fent William, then 
archbifhop of Canterbury, to remonftrate with the court 


& Hoveden, p. 474. h Eadmer, p. 125, 137, 338 
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1 Hoveden, p. 478. M. Paris, p. 48, Matth. Weft. ad ann, T12g. He > 
Huntingdon, p. 382. It is remarkable, that this lat writer, who was a 
clergyman as well as the others, makes an apology for ufing fuch freedom with 
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not to be concealed, ™ Chron, Sax, p. 234. 
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of Rome againft thofe abufes, and to affert the liberties 
of the Englith church. It was a ufual maxim with every 
pope, when he found that he could not prevail in any 
pretenfion, to grant princes or ftatés a power which they 
had always exercifed, to refume at 4 proper jun€ture the 
claim which feemed to be refigned, and to pretend, that 
the civil magiftrate had poffefled the authority only from 
a fpecial indulgence of the Roman pontiff. After this 
manner, the pope, finding that the French nation would 
not admit his claim of granting inveftitures, had paffed a 
bull, giving the king that authority ; and he now prace 
tifed a like invention to elude the complaints of the king 
of England. He made the archbifhop of Canterbury his 
Tegate, renewed his commiffion from time to time, and 
fill pretended, that the rights, which that prelate had 
éver exercifed as metropolitan, were entirely derived from 
the indulgence of the apoftolic fee.’ The Englith princes, 
and Henry in particular, who were glad to avoid any im- 
mediate conteft of fo dangerous a nature, commonly ac- 
quiefced by their filence’in thefe pretenfions of the court 
of Rome *. 


As every thing in England remained in tranquillity, 
Henry took the opportunity of paying a vifit to Norman 
dy, to which he was invited, as well by his affection for 
that country, as by his tendernefs for his daughter, the 
emprefs Matilda, who. was always his favourite. Some 
time after, that princefs was delivered of a fon, who re- 
ceived the name of Henry ; and the king, farther to en- 
fure her fucceffion, made all the nobility of England and 
Normandy renew the oath of fealty, which they had al- 
ready fworn to her*. The joy of this event, and the 
fatisfaction which he reaped from his daughter’s company, 
who bore fucceflively two other fons, made his réfidence 

£ See note [N] at the end of the volume, 2 W, Malu, p. 177, 
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in Normandy very agreeable to him® ; and he feemed de- C pet Pp. 
termined to pafs the reft of his days in that country 3 - 
when an incurfion of the Welfh obliged him to think of 19358 
returning into England, ,He was preparing for the jour- 
ney, but was feized with'a fudden illnefs at St. Denis le 18 of Dec, 
Forment, from eating too plentifully of Jampreys, a food 
which always agreed. better with his palate than his con- 
ftitution ». He died in the fixty-feventh year of his age, Death 
and the thirty-fifth of his reign 5 leaving by will his 
daughter, Matilda, heir of all his dominions, without 

aking any mention of her hufband Geoffrey, who had 
given him feveral caufes'of difpleafure 9, 
~ Tus prince was one of the moft accomplifhed that has in 
filled the Englith throne, and poffeffed all: the great.qua= 
lities both of body and mind, natural ‘and acquired, which 
could fit him for the high ftation; to which he attained. 
His perfon was manly, his countenance engasing, his 
eyes clear, ferene, and penetrating. The affability of his 
addrefs encouraged thofe who might be overawed by the 
fenfe of his dignity or of his wifdom; and though he 
often indulged his facetious humour, he knew how to 
temper it with difcretion, and ever kept at a diftance from 
all indecent familiarities with his courtiers.’ His fuperior 
eloquence and judgment would have given him an afcen- 
dant even had he been born in a private ftation ; and his 
perfonal bravery would have procured him refpect, though 
it had been le(s fupported by art and policy. By his great 
progrefs in literature, he acquired the name of Beau-clere 
or the fcholar: But his application to thofe fedentary 
purfuits abated nothing of the activity and vigilance of 
‘his government ; and though the learning of that age was 
better fitted to corrupt than improve the underftanding, 
his natural good fenfe preferved iticlf untainted both from 
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of the fentiments as well of friendfhip as of refentment ag 
and his ambition, though high, might be deemed mode- 
yate and reafonable, had not his condu& towards his 
brother and nephew fhowed that he was too much dif- 
pofed to facrifice to it all the maxims of juttice and 
equity. But the total incapacity of Robert for govern- 
ment afforded his younger brother a reafon ar pretence for 
feizing the {cepter both of England and Normandy ; and 
when violence and ufurpation are once begun, neceffity: 
obliges a prince to continue in the fame criminal courfes 
and engages him in meafures, which his better judgment 
and founder principles would otherwife have induced him 
to reject with warmth and indignation, 

Kinc Henry wasmuch addigted to women; and hif- 
torians mention no Jefs. than feven illegitimate fons and 
fix daughters born to him 5, Hunting was alfo one -of 
his favourite amyfements ; and he exercifed great rigour 
againit thefe who encroached on the royal forefts, which 
were augmented during this reign.', though their number 
and extent were already too great. To killa ftag was as 
criminal as to murder aman: He made all the dogs be 
mutilated, which were kept on the borders of his forefts: 
And he fometimes deprived his fubjeéts of the liberty of 
hunting on their own lands, or even cutting their own 
woods, In other refpeéts, he executed juftice, and that 
with rigour; the beft maxim which a prince in that age 
could follow. Stealing was firft made capital in this 
reign": Falfe coining, which was then a very common 
crime, and by which the money had been extremely debafed, 
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was punifhed feverely by Henry “. Near fifty criminals © H_A ps 
of this kind were at one time hanged or mutilated ; and = ; 
though thefe punifhments feem to have been exercifed in 11354 
a manner fomewhat arbitrary, they were grateful to the 
people, more attentive to prefent advantages, than jealous 
of general laws, There is a code, which pafles under 
the name of Henry I. but the beit antiquaries have agreed 
to think it fpurious. It is however a very; ancient com- 
pilation, and may be ufeful to inftru&t us in the manners 
and cuftoms of the times... We Jearn from it, that a great 
diftinGtion was then made between the Enelifh and Nor= 
mans, much to the advantage of the latter *. The deadly 
feuds and the liberty of private revenge, which had been 
avowed by the Saxon laws, were ftill continued, and 
were not yet wholly illegal ¥. 

Amonc the laws, granted on the king’s acceflion, it is 
remarkable that the re-union of the civil and ecclefiattical 
courts, as in the Saxon times, was enacted. But this 
law, like the articles of his charter, remained without ef- 
fect, probably from the oppofition of archbifhop Anfelm. 

Henry on his acceffion, granted a charter to London, 
which feems to have been the firft {tep towards rendering 
that city a corporation. By this charter, the city was 
empowered to keep the farm of Middlefex at three hun- 
dred pounds a year, to eleét its own fheriff and jufticiary, 
and to hold pleas of the crown; and it was exempted 
from Scot, Danegelt, trials by combat, and lodging the 
king’s retinue, ‘“Phefe, with a confirmation of the privi- 
leges of their court of Huftings, wardmotes, and com-~ 
mon halls, and their liberty of hunting in Middlefex and 
Surrey, are the chief articles of this charter ®. 
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Iris faid>, that this prince, from indulgence to his 
> P. 5) g 


warn tenants, changed the rents of his demefnes, which were 
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formerly paid in kind, into money, which was more ea- 
fily remitted to the Exchequer. But the great fcarcity of 
coin would render that commutation difficult to be exe~ 
cuted, while at the fame time provifions could not be fent 
toa diftant quarter of the kingdom... This affords a pros 
bable reafon, why the ancient kings of England fo fre+ 
quently changed their place of abode: They carried their 
court from one palace to another, that they might confume 
upon the fpot the revenue of their feveral demefnes, 
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Acceffion of Stephen War with Scotland 

furrettion in favour of Matilda Stephen taken 

prifoner-—— Matilda crowned—— Stephen releafed 

—— Reftored to the crown——_—Continuation of the 

civil wars Compromife between the king and 
prince Henry Death of the king. 
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N the progrefs and fettlement of the feudal law, the C ot P. 
male fucceffion to fiefs had taken place fome time 
before the female was admitted ; and eftates, being confi- 1135+ 


dered as military benefices, not as property, were tranf- 
mitted to fuch only as could ferve in the armies, and 
perform in perfon the conditions upon which they were 
originally granted. But when the continuance of rights, 
during fome generations, in the fame family, had, in a 
great meafure, obliterated the primitive idea, the females 
were gradually admitted to the pofleffion of feudal pro- 
perty; and the fame revolution of principles, which 
procured them the inheritance of private eftates, naturally 
introduced their fucceffion to government and authority. 
The failure, therefore, of male-heirs to the kingdom of 
England and dutchy of Normandy, feemed to leave the 
fucceffion open, without a rival, to the emprefs Matilda ; 
and as Henry had made all his vaffals in both ftates 
fwear fealty to her, he prefumed, that they would not 
eafily be induced to depart at once from her hereditary 
right, and from their own reiterated oaths and engage- 
ments. But the irregular manner, in which he himfelf had 
acquired the crown, might have inftructed him, that nei- 
ther 
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vil. 


Hw Of adhering to a MHiG& rule of government : and as every 
*¥35- precedent of this kind feems to give authority to new 


ufurpations, he had reafon to dread, ever from his own 
family, fome invafion of his daughter’s title, which he 
had taken fuch pains to eftablith. 

ADELA, daughter of William the conqueror, had 
been married to Stephen, count of Blois, and had 
brought him feveral fons ; among whom, Stephen and 
Henry, the two youngeft, had been invited over to Eng- 
land by the late king, and had received great honours, 
riches, and preferment from the zealous friendfhip, which 
that prince bore to every one, that had been fo fortunate 
as to acquire his favour and good opinion. Henry, who 
had betaken himfelf to the ecclefiaftical profeflion, was 
created abbot of Glaftenbury and bifhop of Winchefter ; 
and though thefe dignities were confiderable, Stephen 
had, from his uncle’s liberality, attained eftablithments 
ftill more folid and durable #, The king had married 
1m to Matilda, who was daughter and heir of Euftace 
count of Boulogne, and who brought him, befides that 
feudal fovereignty in France, an immenfe property in 
England, which, in the diftribution of lands, had been 
conferred by the conqueror on the family of Boulogne. 
Stephen alfo by this Marriage acquired a new connexion 
with the royal family of England ; as Mary, his wife’s 
mother, was fifter to David, the reigning king of Scot- 
land, and to Matilda, the firtt wife of Henry, and mo- 
ther of the emprefs. The king, ftill imagining, that he 
ftrengthened the interefts of his family by the aggrandize- 
ment of Stephen, took pleafure in enriching him by the 
grant of new pofleffions; and he conferred on him the 
great eftate forfeited by Robert Mallet in England, and 
that. forfeited by the earl of Mortaigne in Normandy, 
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Stephen, in return, profeffed great attachment to his C i: P, 
uncle; and appeared fo zealous for the fucceffion of —" ae 


Matilda, that, when the barons fwore fealty to that 
princefs, he contended with Robert, earl of Glocefter, 
the king’s natural fon, who fhould firft be admitted to 
give her this teftimony of devoted zeal and fidelity », 
Meanwhile, he continued to cultivate, by every art of 
popularity, the friendfhip and affeGtion of the Englifh 
hation ; and many virtues, with which he feemed to be 
endowed, favoured the fuccefs of his intentions. By his 
bravery, activity; and vigour, he acquired the efteem of 
the barons: By his generofity, and by an affable and 
familiar addrefs, unfual in that age among men of his 
high quality, he obtained the affections of the people, 
particularly ef the Londoners *«. And though he dared 
not to take any fteps towards his farther grandeur, left he 
fhould expofe himfelf to the jealoufy of fo penetrating a 
prince as Henry ; he ftill hoped, that, by accumulating 
riches and power, and by acquiring popularity, he might 
in time be able to open his way to the throne. 

No fooner had Henry breathed his laft, than Stephen, 
infenfible to all the ties of gratitude and fidelity, and 
blind to danger, gave full reins to his criminal ambition, 
and trufted, that, even without any previous intrigue, 
the celerity of his enterprize and the boldnefs of his at= 
tempt might overcome the weak attachment, which the 
Englith and Normans in that age bore to the laws, and 
to the rights of their fovereign. He haftened over to 
England ; and though the citizens of Dover, and thofe 
of Canterbury, apprized of his purpofe, fhut their gates 
againft him, he ftopped not till he arrived at London, 
where fome of the lower rank, inftigated by his emiffaries, 
as well as moved by his general popularity, immediately 
faluted him king. His next point was to acquire’ the 
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© H AP. good will of the clergy; and by performing the ceres 
_ mony of his coronation, to put himfelf in poflefion of 
4335. the throne, from which, he was confident, it would not 
be eafy afterwards to expel him. _ His brother, the bifhop 

of Winchefter, was ufeful to him in thefe capital articles: 
Having gained Roger, bifhop of Salifbury, who, though 

he owed a great fortune and advancement to the favour 

of the late king, preferved no fenfe of gratitude to: that 
prince’s family, the applied, in conjunétion with that 
prelate, to William, archbifhop of Canterbury, and re- 
quired him, in virtue of his office, to give the royal 
unction to Stephen. The primate, who, as all the others, 

had fworn fealty to Matilda, refufed to perform this cere- 

mony ; but his oppofition was overcome by an expedient 
equally difhonourable with the other fteps, by which this 
revolution was effected. Hugh Bigod, fteward of the 
houfehold, made oath before the primate, that the late 

king, on his death-bed, had fhown a diffatisfaction with 

his daughter Matilda, and had expreffed his intention of 
leaving the count of Boulogne heir to all his dominions 4; 
William, either believing or feigning to believe Bigod’s 
teftimony, anointed Stephen, and put the crown upon 

zad Decem-his head: From this religious ceremony, that prince, 
without any fhadow either of hereditary title or confent 

of the nobility or people, was allowed to proceed to the 
exercife of fovereign authority. Very few barons attended 

his coronation ¢ ; but none oppofed his ufurpation, how-= 

ever unjuft or flagrant, The fentiment of religion, which, 

if corrupted .into fuperftition, has often little efficacy 

in fortifying the duties of civil fociety, was not affected 

by the multiplied oaths, taken in favour of Matilda, 

and only rendered the people obedient to a prince, whe 


was countenanced by the clergy, and who had received 
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Cration f, tn 
STEPHEN, that he might farther fecufe his tottering 1435 . 


throne, paffed a charter, in which he made liberal pro 
mifes to all orders of men; to the clergy, that he would 
{peedily fill all vacant benefices, and would never levy the 
rents of any of them during the vacancy ; to the nobility, 
that he fhould reduce the royal forefts to their ancient 
boundaries, and corre& all encroachments ; and to thé 
people, that, he would remit the tax of Danegelt and 
reftore the laws of king Edward*, The late king had a 
great treafure at Winchefter, amounting to a hundred 
thoufand pounds: And Stephen, by feizing this money, 
immediately turned againft Henry’s family the precau- 
tion, which that prince had employed for their grandeur 
and fecurity: An event, which naturally attends the 
policy of amaffing treafures, By means of this money, 
the ufurper infured the compliance, though not. the 
attachment, of the principal clergy and nobility ; but 
not trufting to this frail fecurity, he invited over from 
the continent, particularly from Brittany and F landers, 
great numbers of thofe bravos or diforderly foldiers, with 
whom every country in Europe; by reafon of the general 
ill police and turbulent government, extremely abound- 
ed", Thefe mercenary troops guarded his throne, by 
the terrors of the fword; and Stephen, that he might 
alfo overawe all malcontents by hew and additional ter= 
rors of religions procured a bull from Rome, which rati~ 
fied his title, and which the pope, feeing this prince in 
actual poffeffion of the throne, and pleafed with an ap-« 


f Such ftrefs was formerly laid on the rite of coronation, that the monkith 
writers never give any prince the title of king, till he is crowned ; though 
he had for fome time been in pofieffion’ of the crowa, and exercifed all the 
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Martripa and her hufband, Geoffrey, were as unfor- 
tunate in Normandy as they had been in England. ‘The 
Norman nobility, moved by an hereditary animofity 

againft the Angevins, firft applied to Vheobald, count of 
Blois: Stephen’s elder brother, for protection and afift- 
ance; but hearing afterwards, that Stephen had got 
poffeffion of the Englifh crown, and having many of them 
the fame reafons as formerly for defiring a continuance 
of their union with that kingdom, they transferred their 
allegiance to Stephen, and put him in poffeffion of their 
government. Lewis the younger, the reigning king of 
France, accepted the homage of Eutlace, Stephan’ s eldeft 
fon, for the dutchy; and the more to corroborate his con- 
nexions with that family, he betrothed his fitter, Con- 
ftantia, to the young prince. The count of Blois refigned 
all his pretenfions, and received in lieu of them, an 
annual penfion of two thoufand marks ; and Geoffrey 
himfelf. was obliged to conclude a truce for two. years 
with Stephen, on condition of the king’s paying him, 
during that time, a penfion of five e thoufand *. Stephen, 
who had taken a journey to Normandy, finifhed all thefe 
tranfactions in perfon, and foon after returned to Eng- 
jand. 

Roserr, earl of Glocefter, natural fon of the late 
king, was a man of honour and ability ; and as he was 
much attached to the interefts of his fifter,, Matilda and 
zealous for the lifteal fuccefien, it was chiefly from his 
intrigues and refiftance, that the king had reafon to dread 
a new revolution of government. This nobleman, who 
was in Normandy when he received intelligence of Ste- 


phen’s acceffion, found himielf much, embarrafled con- 
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ering the meafures, which he fhould purfue in that © os Ps 
difficult emergency. To fwear allegiance to the ufurper LA ww 
appeared to him difhonourable, and a breach of his oath 43% 
to Matilda: To refufe giving this pledge of his fidelity 
was’to banifh himfelf from England, and be totally inca- 
pacitated from ferving the royal family, or contributing 
to their reftoration!, He offered Stephen to do him 
homage and to take the oath of fealty ; but with an ex- 
prefs condition, that the king fhould maintain all his 
ftipulations, and fhould never invade any of Robert’s 
rights or dignities: And Stephen, though fenfible, that 
this referve, fo unufual in itfelf, and fo unbefitting the duty 
of a fubje&t, was meant only to afford Robert a pretence 
for a revolt on the firft favourable opportunity, was 
obliged, by the numerous friends and retainers of that 
nobleman, to receive him on thofe terms™, The clergy, 
who could fearcely, at this time, be deemed fubjects to 
the crown, imitated that dangerous example: They 
annexed to their oaths of allegiance this condition, that 
they were only bound fo long as the king defended the 
écclefiaftical liberties, and fupported the difcipline of the 
church ®, The barons, in return for their fubmiffion, 
exacted terms ftill more deftructive of public peace, as 
well as of royal authority: Many of them required the 
‘right of fortifying their caftles, and of putting themfelves 
ina pofture of defence; and the king found himfelf totally 
unable to refufe his confent to this exorbitant demand °. 
All England was immediately filled with thofe fortreffes, 
which the noblemen garrifoned either with their vaflals, 
: or with licentious foldiers, who flocked to them from all 
quarters. Unbounded rapine was exercifed upon the 
people for the maintenance of thefe troops ; and private 
animofities, which had with difficulty been reftrained by 
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Wars between the nobles were carried on with the utmoft 
fury in every quarter ; the barons even afflumed the right 
of coining money, and of exercifing, without appeal, 
every act of jurifdiction P ; and the inferior gentry, as 
well as the people, finding no defence from the laws, 
during this total diffolution of fovereign authority, were 
obliged, for their immediate fafety, to pay court to fome 
neighbouring chieftain, and to purchafe his prote¢tion, 
both by fubmitting to his exactions, and by affifting him 
in his rapine upon ethers. The erection of one caftle 
proved the immediate caufe of building many others; and 
even thofe, who obtained not the king’s permiffion, 
thought that they were entitled, by the great principle 
of felf-prefervation, to put themfelves on an equal footing 
with their neighbours, who commonly were alfo their 
enemies and rivals. The ariftocratical power, which is 
ufually fo tyrannical and oppreffive in the feudal govern- 
ments, had now rifen to its utmoft height, during the 
reign of a prince, who, though endowed with vigour and 
ability, had ufurped the throne without the pretence of a 
title, and who was neceflitated to tolerate in others the 
fame violence, to which he -himfelf had been beholden 
for his fovereignty. 

Bu'r Stephen was not of a difpofition to fubmit long 
to thefe ufurpations, without making fome effort for the 
recovery of royal authority. _ Finding that the legal pre- 
rogatives of the crown were refifted and abridged, he was 
alfo tempted to make his. power the fole meafure of his 
conduct ; and to violate all thofe conceffions, which he 
himfelf had made on his acceflion4, as well as the antient 
privileges of his fubjects. “he mercenary foldiers, who 
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chiefly fupported his authority, having exhaufted theC HA P. 
royal treafure, fubfifted by depredations ; and every place, a ; 
was filled with the beft grounded complaints againft the 1736 
government. The earl of Glocefter, having now fettled 
with his friends the plan of an infurrection, retired beyond 1137 
fea, fent the king a defiance, folemnly renounced. his 
allegiance, and upbraided him with the breach of thofe 
conditions, which had been annexed to the oath of fealty, 
fworn by that nobleman". David, king of Scotland, 
appeared at the head of an army in defence of his niece’s._ 1738. 
title, and penetrating. into Yorkfhire, committed the “etre 
moft barbarous devaftations on that country. The fury 
of his maflacres and ravages enraged the northern nobility, 
who might otherwife have been inclined to join him; and 
William ear] of Albemarle, Robert de Ferrers, William 
Piercy, Robert de Brus, Roger Moubray, Hbert Lacy, 
Walter d’Efpec, powerful barons in thofe parts, aflembled 
an army, with which they encamped at North-Allerton, 
and awaited the arrival of the enemy. A great battle 
was here fought, called the battle of the Standard, from ,., Augultz 
a high crucifix, erected by the Englifh on a waggon, 
and carried along with the army as a military enfign. 
The king of Scots was defeated, and he himfelf, as well as 
his fon Henry, narrowly efcaped falling into the hands 
of the Englifh. This fuccefs overawed the malcontents 
in England, and might have given fome ftability to Ste- 
phen’s throne, had he not been fo elated with profperity 
as to engage in a controverfy with the clergy, who were 
at that time an overmatch for any monarch. 

THOuGH the great power of the church, in ancient 
times, weakened the authority of the crown, and inter- 
rupted the courfe of the*laws, it may be doubted, whe- 
ther, in ages of fuch violence and outrage, it was not 
rather advantageous that fome limits were fet to the power 
of the fword, both in the hands of the prince and nobles, 
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and that men were taught to pay regard to fome principles 
and privileges. ‘The chief misfortune was, that the pre« 
lates, on fome occafions, acted entirely as barons, em= 
ployed military power againft their fovereign or their 
neighbours, and thereby often encreafed thofe diforders, 
which it was their duty to reprefs, The bifhop of Salif= 
bury, in imitation of the nobility, had built two ftrong 
caftles, one at Sherborne, another at the Devizes, and 
had laid the foundations of a third at Malmefbury : His 
nephew, Alexander, bifhop of Linceln, had ereéted a 
fortrefs at Newark: And Stephen, who was now fenfible 
from experience of the mifchiefs attending thefe multi- 
plied citadels, refolved to begin with deftroying thofe of 
the clergy, who by their function feemed lefs intitled than 
the barons to fuch military fecutitiess, Making pretence 
of a fray, which had arifen in court between the retinue 
of the bifhop of Salifbury and that of the earl of Britanny, 
he feized both that prelate and the bifhop of Lincoln, 
threw them into prifon, and obliged them by menaces to 
deliver up thofe places of ftrength which they had lately 
erected *. 
Henry, bifhop of Winchefter, the king’s brother, 
being armed with a legantine commiffion, now conceived 
himfelf to be an ecclefiaftical fovereign no lefs powerful 
than the civil; and forgetting the ties of blood which 
connected him with the king, he refolyed to vindicate the 
clerical privileges, which, he pretended, were here openly 
violated, -He affembled a fynod, at Weftminfter, and 
there complained of the impiety of Stephen’s meafures, 
who had employed violence againft the dignitaries of the 
church, and had not awaited the fentence of a fpiritual 
court, by which alone, he affirmed, they could lawfully 
pe tried and condemned, if their conduct had any wife 
merited cenfure or punifhment*, The fynod ventured ta 
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fend a fummons to the king, charging him to appear be- © ms "t P. 
inftead of refenting this indignity, fent Aubrey de Vere 1139 
to plead his caufe before that aflembly, De Vere accufed 
the two prelates of treafon and fedition ; but the fynod 
refufed to try the caufe, or examine their conduct, till 
thofe caftles, of which they had been difpoffefled, were 
previoufly reftored to them*. The bifhop of Salifbury 
declared, that he would appeal to the pope; and had not 
Stephen and his partizans employed menaces, and even 
fhown a difpofition ‘of executing violence by the hands of 
the foldiery, affairs had inftantly come to extremity be= 
tween the crown and the mitre . 

WHite this quarrel, joined to fo many other grie- 
vances, encreafed the difcontents among the people, the 
Emprefs, invited by the opportunity, and fecretly en- 
couraged by the legate himfelf, landed in England, with spre 
Robert earl of Glocefter, and a retinue of an hundred in favour of 
and forty knights. She fixed her refidence at Arundel Ma!¢* 
Caftle, whofe gates were opened to her by Adelais, the 
queen-dowager, now married to William de Albini, earl 
of Suffex ; and fhe excited by meffengers her partizans to 
take arms in every county of England. Adelais, who 
had expeéted that her daughter-in-law would have in- 
vaded the kingdom with a much greater force, became 
apprehenfive of danger ; and Matilda, to eafe her of her 
fears, removed firft to Briftol, which belonged to her 
brother Robert, thence to Glocefter, where fhe remained 
under the protection of Milo, a gallant nobleman in thofe 
parts, who had embraced her caufe. Soon after, Geof. 
frey Talbot, William Mohun, Ralph Lovel, William 
Fitz-John, William Fitz-Alan, Paganell, and 
other barons, declared for her; and her party, 
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* was generally favoured in the kingdom, feemed every day 


erry to gain ground upon that of her antagonift, 


1339: 


WERE we to relate all the military events tranfmitted 
to us by contemporary and authentic hiftorians, it would 
be eafy to fwell our accounts of this reign into a large 
volume: But thofe incidents, fo little memorable in 
themfelves, and fo confufed both in time and place, could 
afford neither inftruction nor entertainment to the reader. 
It fuffices.to fay, that the war was fpread into every 
quarter; and that thofe turbulent barons, who had already 
fhaken off, in a great meafure, the reftraint of govern- 
ment, having now obtained the pretence of a public 
caufe, carried on their devaftations with redoubled fury, 
exercifed implacable vengeance on each other, and fet no 
bounds to their oppreflions over the people, The caftles 
of the nobility were became receptacles of licenfed rob- 
bers, who, fallying forth day and night, committed fpoil 
on the open country, on the villages, and even on the 
cities ; put the captives to torture, in order to make them 
reveal their treafures; fold their perfons to flavery; and 
fet fire to their houfes, after they had pillaged them of 
every thing valuable. ‘The fiercenefs of their difpofitions 
leading them to commit wanton deftruction, fruftrated 
their rapacity of its purpofe ; and the property and perfons 
even of the ecclefiaftics, generally fo much revered, were 
at laft, from neceflity, expofed to the fame outrage, 
which had laid waite the reft of the kingdom, The land 
was left untilled; the inftruments of hufbandry were de- 
flroyed or abandoned ; “and a grievous famine, the natural 
refult of thofe diforders, affected equally both parties, and 
reduced the fpoilers, as well as the defencelefs people, ta 
the moft extreme want and indigence “, 
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Arter feveral fruitlefs negotiations and treaties of CHAP. 
peace, which never interrupted thefe deftructive hoftili~ ay 
ties, there happened at laft an eyent, which feemed to 774% 
promife fome end of the public calamities, Ralph, earl 
of Chefter, and his half brother, William de Roumara, 
partizans of Matilda, had furprized the caftle of Lincoln ; 
but the citizens, who were better affected to Stephen, 
having invited him to their aid, that prince laid clofe fiege 
to the caftle, in hopes of foon rendering himfelf mafter of 
the place, either by affault or famine. ‘The earl of Glo- 
cefter haftened with an army to the relief of his friends ; 
and Stephen, informed of his approach, marched into 
the field with a refolution of giving him battle. Aftera ated, 
violent fhock, the two wings of the royalifts were put to 
flight; and Stephen himfelf, furrounded by the enemy, 


II4t. 


was at laft, after exerting great efforts of valour, borne 
down by numbers, and taken prifoner. He was conduct- oa 
ed to Glocefter ; and though at firft treated with huma- foner, 
nity, was foon after, on fome fufpicion, thrown into 
prifon, and loaded with irons. 

STEPHEN’S party was entirely broken by the captivity 
of their leader, and the barons came in daily from all 
quarters, and did homage to Matilda. ‘That princefs, 
however, amidft all her profperity, knew, that fhe was 
not fecure of fuccefs, unlefs fhe could gain the confidence 
of the clergy ; and as the conduct of the legate had been 
of late very ambiguous, and fhowed his intentions to have 
rather aimed at humbling his brother, than totally ruin- 
ing him, fhe employed every endeavour to fix him in her 
interefts. She held a conference with him in an open 24 March 
plain near Winchefter; where fhe promifed upon oath, 
that, if he would acknowledge her for fovereign, would 
recognize her title as the fole defcendant of the late king, 
and would again fubmit to the allegiance, which he, as 
well as the reft of the kingdom, had fwern to her, he 
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a and in particular fhould, at his pleafure, difpofe of alk 
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vacant bifhoprits and abbies. Earl Robert, her brother, 
Brian Fitz-Count, Milo of Glocefter, and other great 
men, became guarantees for her obferving thefe engage- 
ments*; and the prelate was at laft induced to promife 
her allegiance, but that fill burdened with the exprefs 
condition, that fhe fhould on her part fulfil her promifes- 
He then conducted her to Winchefter, led her in pro- 
ceffion to the cathedral, and with great folemnity, in the 
prefence of many bifhops and abbots, denounced curfes 
again{t all thofe who curfed her, poured out bleffings on 
thofe who bleffed her, granted abfolution to fuch as were 
obedient to her, and excommunicated fuch as were re- 
bellious®. Theobald, archbifhop of Canterbury, foon 
after came alfo to court, and fwore allegiance to the em- 
prefs‘. 

Maritpa, that fhe might farther enfure the attach- 
ment of the clergy, was willing to receive the crown from 
their hands ; and inftead of affembling the ftates of the 
kingdom, the meafure which the conftitution, had it 
been either fixed or regarded, feemed neceffarily to re- 
guire, fhe was content, that the legate fhould fummon 
an ecclefiaftical fynod, and that her title to the throne 
fhould there be recognized and acknowledged. ‘The le- 
gate, addreffing himfelf to the aflembly, told them, that, 
in the abfence of the emprefs, Stephen, his brother, had 
been permitted to reign, and, previoufly to his afcending 
the throne, had feduced them by many fair promifes, of 
honouring and exalting the church, of maintaining the 
laws, and of reforming all abufes: That it grieved him 
to obferve how much that prince had in every particular 
been wanting to his engagements; public peace was in- 
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terrupted, crimes were daily committed with impunity, © ue P. 
bifhops were thrown into: prifon arid forced to furrender _— ee 
\ their pofleffions, abbies were put to fale, churches were 14's 

pillaged, and the moft enormous diforders prevailed in the 
adminiftration : That he hinifelf,. in order to procure a 
redrefs of thefe grievances, had formerly fummoned the 
king before a council of bifhops ; but inftead of inducing 
him to amend his condu&t, had rather offended him by 
that expedient: That, how much foever mifguided, that 
prince was ftill his brother, and the object of his affec- 
tions; but his interefts, however, muft be regarded as 
fubordinate to thofe of their heavenly father, who had 
now rejected:him, and thrown him into the hands of his 
enemies: That it principally belonged to the clergy to 
ele€t and ordain kings; he had fummoned them together 
for that purpofé; and having invoked the divine affift- 
ance, he now pronounced Matilda, the only defcendant 
of Henry, their late fovereign, queen of England. ‘The 
whole aflembly, by their acclamations or filence, gave, 
or feemed to give, their aflent to this declaration °, 

THE only laymen fummoned to this council, which 
decided the fate of the crown,. were the Londoners ; and 
even. thefe were required, not to give their opinion, but 
to fubmit to the decrees of the fynod. The deputies of 
London, however, were not fo paffive: They infifted, 
that their king fhould be delivered from prifon ; but were 
told by the legate, that it became not the Londoners, 
who were regarded a8 noblemen in England, to take part 
with thofe barons, who had bafely forfaken their lord in 
battle, and who had treated holy church with contumely*, 
It is with reafon that the citizens of London affumed fo 
much authority, if it be true, what is related by Fitz- 


d-W., Malmef, p. 183; This author, a judicious man, was prefent, and 
fays, that he was very attentive to what pafied, This fpeech, therefore, 
snay be regarded as entirely genuine, 
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c ot P. Stephens, a contemporary author, that that city could at 
were this time bring into the field no lefs than 80,000 combat- 


114k 


ants‘. 

Lonpon, notwithftanding its great power, and its at- 
tachment to Stephen, was at loft obliged to fubmit to 
Matilda; and her authority, by the prudent conduct of 
earl Robert, feemed to be eftablifhed over the whole king- 
dom: But affairs remained not Jong in this fituation. 
That princefs, befides the difadvantages of her fex, 
which weakened her influence over a turbulent and mar- 
tial people, was of a paflionate, imperious fpirit, and 
knew not how to temper with affability the harfhnefs of 
a refufal. Stephen’s queen, feconded by many of the 
nobility, petitioned for the liberty of her hufband ; and 
offered, that, on this condition, he fhould renounce the 
crown, and retire into a convent. The legate defired, 
that prince Euftace, his nephew, might inherit Boulogne 
and the other patrimonial eftates of his father*: The 
Londoners applied for the eftablifhment of king Edward’s 
laws, inftead of thofe of king Henry, which, they faid, 
were grievous and oppreffive >. All thefe petitions were 
rejected in the moft haughty and peremptory manner. 

THE legate, who had probably never been fincere in 
his compliance with Matilda’s government, availed him- 
felf of the ill-humour excited by this imperious conduét, 
and fecretly inftigated the Londoners toa revolt. A con- 


f P. 4. Were this account to be depended on, London muft at that time 
have contained near 400,000 inhabitants, which is above double the num- 
ber it contained at the death of queen Elizabeth. “But thefe loofe caleula- 
tions, or rather gueffes, deferve very little credit, Peter of Blois, a con- 
temporary writer, and a man of fenfe, fays there were then only forty thon- 
fand inhabitants in London, which is much more likely. See Epift. 355. 
What Fitz-Stephen fays of the prodigious riches, {plendor and commerce of 
London, proves only the great poverty of the other towns of the kingdom, 
and indeed of all the northern parts of Europe. 
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fpiracy was entered into to feize the perfon of the em- C . AP. 


prefs; and fhe faved herfelf from the danger by a preci- 
pitate retreat. She fled to Oxford: Soon after fhe went 
to Winchefter ; whither the legate, defirous to fave ap- 
pearances, and watching the proper opportunity to ruin 
her caufe, had retired. But having affembled all his re- 
tainers, he openly joined his force to that of the Lon- 
doners, and to Stephen’s mercenary troops, who had 
not yet evacuated the kingdom ; and he befieged Matilda 
in Winchefter. ‘That princefs, being hard prefled by fa- 
mine, made her efcape ; but in the flight, earl Robert, 
her brother, fell into the hands of the enemy. ‘This no- 
bleman, though a fubjeét, was as much the life and foul of 
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his own party, as Stephen was of the other; and the em- ees Te 


prefs, fenfible of his merit and importance, confented to 
exchange the prifoners on equal terms. The civil war 
was again kindled with greater fury than ever. 


Eart Robert, finding the fucceffes on both fides nearly 
balanced, went over to Normandy, which, during Ste- 
phen’s captivity, had fubmitted to the earl of Anjou; and 
he perfuaded Geoffrey to allow his eldeft fon, Henry, a 
young prince of great hopes, to take a journey into Eng- 
land, and appear at the head of his partizans. This ex- 
pedient, however, produced nothing decifive. Stephen 
took Oxford after a long fiege: He was defeated by earl 
Robert at Wilton: And the emprefs, though of a maf- 
culine fpirit, yet being harafled with a variety of good 
and bad fortune, and alarmed with continual dangers to 
her perfon and family, at laft retired into Normandy, 
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whither fhe had fent her fon fome time before. The oor. 


tion of the 


death of her brother, which happened nearly about the civil wars. 


fame time, would have proved fatal to her interefts, had 
not fome incidents occurred, which checked the courfe 
of Stephen’s profperity. This prince, finding, that the 

caftles 
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caftles built by the noblemen of his own party encouraged 
the fpirit of independance, and were little lefs dangerous 
than thofe which remained in the hands of the enemy, 
endeavoured to extort from them a furrender of thofe for- 
trefles ; and he alienated the’ affeCtions of many of them 
by this equitable demand. The artillery alfo of the 
church, which his brother had brought over to his fide, 
had, after fome interval, joined the other party. Euge- 
nius II]. had mounted the papal throne; the bifhop of 
Winchefter was bereaved of the legantine commiffion, 
which was conferred on Theobald, archbifhop of Canter- 
bury, the enemy and rival of the former legate. ‘That 
pontiff alfo, having fummoned a general council at 
Rheims in Champagne, inftead of allowing the church of 
England, as had been ufual, to cle its own deputies, 
nominated five Englifh bifhops to reprefent that church, 
and required their prefence in the council. Stephen, 
who, notwithitanding his prefent difficulties, was jealous 
of the rights of his crown, refufed them permiffion to at- 
tend‘; and the pope, fenfible of his advantage in con- 
tending with a prince who reigned by a difputed title, 
took revenge by laying all Stephen’s party under an inter- 
dic&t*, The difcontents of the royalifts at being thrown 
into this fituation, were augmented by a comparifon with 
Matilda’s party, who enjoyed all the benefits of the facred 
ordinances ; and Stephen was at laft obliged, by making 
proper fubmifficns to the fee of Rome, to remove the re- 
proach from his party '. 


THE weaknefs of both fides, rather than any decreafe 
of mutual animofity, having produced a tacit ceflation of 
arms in England, many of the nobility, Roger de Mou- 
bray, William de Warenne, and others, finding no op- 


portunity to exert their military ardor at home, inlifted | 
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themfelves in a new crufade, which with furprifing fuc- © us P. 
cefs, after all former difappointments and misfortunes, Ard 


was now preached by St. Barnard ™. But an event foon 
after happened, which threatened a revival of hoftilities 
in England. Prince Henry, who had reached his fix- 
teenth year, was defirous of receiving the honour of 
knighthood ; a ceremony which every gentleman in that 
age pafled through before he was admitted to the ufe of 
arms, and which was even deemed requifite for the great- 
eft princes. He propofed to receive his admiffion from 
his great-uncle, David king of Scotland; and for that 
purpofe he pafled through England with a great retinue, 
and was attended by the moft confiderable of his parti- 
zans. He ftaid fome time with the king of Scotland ; 
made incurfions into England ; and by his dexterity and 
vigour in all manly exercifes, by his valour in war, and 
his prudent condu@ in every occurrence, he rouzed the 
hopes of his party, and gave fymptoms of thofe great 
qualities, which he afterwards difplayed when he mounted 
the throne of England. Soon after his return to Nor- 
mandy, he was, by Matilda’s confent, invefted in that 
dutchy ; and upon the death of his father, Geoffrey, 
which happened in the fubfequent year, he took poffef- 
fion both of Anjou and Maine, and concluded a marriage, 
which brought him a great acceffion of power, and ren- 
dered him extremely formidable to his rival. Eleanor, 
the daughter and heir of William, duke of Guienne, and 
earl of Poictou, had been married fixteen years to Lewis 
VII. king of France, and had attended him in a crufade, 
which that monarch conduéted againft the infidels: But 
having there loft the affections of her hufband, and even 
fallen under fome fufpicion of gallantry with a handfome 
Saracen, Lewis, more aehicae than politic, procured 2 
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c * a P. divorce from her, and reftored her thofe rich provinces, 
ware Which by her marriage fhe had annexed to the crown of 
1152, France. Young Henry, neither difcouraged by the ine+ 
quality of years, nor by the reports of Eleanor’s gallan- 

try, made fuccefsful courtfhip to that princefs, ands 
efpoufing her fix weeks after her divorce, got poffeffion 

of all her dominions. as her dowry. .The luftre which 

he received from this acquifition, and the profpect of his 

rifing fortune, had fuch an effe&t in England, that, when 
Stephen, defirous to enfure the crown to his fon Euftace, 

required the archbifhop of Canterbury to anoint that 

prince as his fucceflor, the primate. refufed compliance, 

and made his efcape beyond fea, to avoid the violence and 


revenge of Stephen. 


4153¢ Henry, informed of thefe difpofitions in the people, 

made an invafion on England: Having gained fome ad- 

vantage over Stephen at Malmefbury, and having taken 

that place, he proceeded thence to throw fuccours into 

Wallingford, which the king had advanced with a fuperior 

army to beficge. A decifive action was every day ex- 

pected ; when the great men on both fides, terrified at the 

profpect of farther bloodfhed and confufion, interpofed 

with their good offices, and fet on foot a negotiation be- 

tween thefe rival princes. ‘The death of Euftace, during 

the courfe of the treaty, facilitated its conclufion: An 

Compromife accommodation was concluded, by which it was agreed, 
between the ad ‘ Piette 

king and that Stephen fhould poflefs the crown during his lifetime, 

eae that juftice fhould be adminiftered in his name, even in 

, the provinces which had fubmitted to Henry, and that 

this latter prince fhould, on Stephen’s demife, fucceed to 

the kingdom, and William, Stephen’s fon, to Boulogne, 

and his patrimonial eftate. After all the barons had 

fworn to the obfervance of this treaty, and done homage 

to Henry, as to the heir of the crown, that prince eva- 

4 cuated 


ais. beni 


Os eer, 


ot .R..P..H5 BE at 


uated the kingdom; and the death of Stephen, which 


happened next year, after a fhort illnefs, prevented all 
thofe quarrels and jealoufies, which were likely to have 
enfued in fo delicate a fituation. 


ENGLanD fuffered great miferies during the reign of 
this prince: But his perfonal charaGer, allowing for the 
temerity and injuitice of his ufurpation, appears not liable 
to any great exception ; and he feem$ to have heen well 
qualified, had he fucceeded by a juft title, to have pro-= 
moted the happinefs and ptofperity of his fubjects*, He 
was poflefléd of induftry, activity, and courage, to a 
great degree ; though not endowed with a found judg- 
thent, he was not deficient ini abilities ; he had the talent of 
gaining men’s affeGtions ; and notwithftanding his pres 
carious fituation, he never indulged himfelf in the exercifé 
of any cruelty or revenge°, His advancement to the 
throne procured him neither tranquillity nor happinefs ; 
and though the fituation of England prevented the neigh= 
bouring ftates from taking any durable advantage of her 
confufions, her inteftine wars ahd diforders were to the 
Jaft degree ruinous and deftructive: The court of Rome 
was alfo permitted, during thofe diforders, to make fara 
ther adyances in her ufurpations; and appeals to the 
pope; which had always been ftri€tly prohibited by the 
Englifh laws, became now common in every ecclefiaftical 
controverfy ?, 
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State of Europe of France Firft adts of Hen» 
ry’s government Difputes between the civil and 
ecclefiaftical powers —-— Thomas a Becket, arch- 
bifbop of Canterbury —— Quarrel between the king 
and Becket Conftitutions of Clarendon 
Banifoment of Becket —-Compromife with him 
—— His return from banifoment His murder 
—— Grief ——and fubmiffion of the king. 


HE extenfive confederacies, by -which the Eure~ 

pean potentates are now at once united and fet in 
oppofition to each other, and which, though they are apt tor 
diffufe the leaft fpark of diffention through the whole, are 
at leaft attended’ with this advantage, that they prevent any 
violent revolutions or conquefts in particular ftates, were 
totally unknown in ancient ages ; and. the theory of fo~ 
reign politics, in each kingdom, formed a {peculation- 
much lefs.complicated and involved than at prefent. Com- 
merce had not yet bound together the moft diftant nations 
in fo clofe a chain: Wars, finithed in one campaign and 
often in-one battle, were little affected by the movements: 
of remote ftates : The imperfect communication among 
the kingdoms, and their ignorahce of each other’s fitua- 


tion, made it impracticable fora great number of them to 


combine in one projet or effort: And above all, the turbu- 
lent f{pirit and independant fituation of the barons or great 


vaflals:ineach ftate gave fo much occupation to the fovereign,. 


that he was obliged to confine his attention chiefly to hisown 
ftate and his own fyftem of government, and was more in- 


different 
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different about what paffed among his neighbours. Religion 
alone, not politics; ‘carried abroad the views Of princes ; 
while it either fixed their thoughts of the Holy Land; 
whofe conqueft and defence was deemed a point of com- 
mon honour and intereft, or engaged them in intrigues 
with the Roman pontiff, to whom they had yielded the 
diretion of ecclefiaftical affairs, and who was every day 
afluming more authority than they were willing to allow 
him. 

Berore the conquett of England by the duke of Nor 
mandy, this ifland was as much feparated from the ref 
of the world in politics as in fituation ; and except front 
the inroads of the Danith pirates, the Englith, happily 
Confined at home, had neither enemies nor allies on the 
continent. The foreign dominions of William connected 
them with the king and gteat vaflals of France; and 
while the oppofite pretenfions of the pope and emperor itt 
Italy produced a continual intercourfe between Germany 
and that country, the two great monarchs of France and 
England formed, in another part of Europe; a feparate 
fyftem, and carried on their wars and negotiations, with 
out meeting eitler with oppofition af fupport from the 
others, 
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Own the decline of the Carlovingian race, the nobles, State of 
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in every province of France,’ taking advantage of the fo- 


Vereign’s weaknefs, and obliged to provide, each for his 
own defence, againft the ravages of the Norman free= 
booters, had affumed, both in civil and military affairs, 
an authority almoft independant, and had reduéed, within 
very narrow limits, the prerogative of their princes. Th 
acceffion of Hugh Capet, by arnexing: a great fief to the 
crown, had brought fome addition’ to’ the royal dignity ; 
but this fief, though confiderable for a fubje&t, appeared 
@ narrow bafis of power for a prince who was placed at 
the head of fo great a community. “The royal demefneg 
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C HA P+ confifted only of Paris, Orleans, Eftampes, Compiegtie, 


Vit. 


tJ and_a few places, {cattered over the northern provinces : 


1154s 


In all the reft of the kingdom, the prince’s authority was 
rather nominal than real: The vaflals were accuftomed, 
nay intitled to make war, without his permiffion, on each 
other: They were even entitled, if they conceived them- 
felves injured, to turn their arms againft their fovereign = 
They exercifed all civil jurifdiGtion, without appeal, over 
their tenants and inferior vaflals: ‘Their common jealoufy 
of the crown eafily united them againft any attempt on 
their exorbitant privileges ; and as fome of them had at- 
tained the power and authority of great princes, even the 
fmalleft baron was fure of immediate and effectual pro- 
tection. Befides fix ecclefiaftical peerages, which, with 
the other immunities of the church, cramped extremely 
the general execution of juftice ; there were fix lay peer- 
ages, Burgundy, Normandy, Guienne, Flanders, To- 
loufe, and Champagne, which formed very extenfive and 
puiflant fovereignties. And though the combination of all 
thofe princes and barons could, on urgent occafions, mufter 
a mighty power: Yet was it very difficult to fet that great 
machine in movement ;. it was almoft impoffible to pre- 
ferve harmony in its parts; a fenfe of common intereft 
alone could, for a time, unite them under their fovereign 
againft a common enemy ; but if the king attempted to 
turn the force of the community againft any mutinous 
vaflal, the fame fenfe of common intereft made the others 
oppofe themfelves to the fuccefs of his pretenfions. Lewis 
the Grofs, the laft fovereign, marched, at one time, to his 
frontiers againft the Germans at the head of an army of 
two hundred thoufand men ; but a petty lord of Corbeil, 
of Puifet, of Couci, was able, at another period, to fet that 
prince at defiance, and to maintain open war againft 
KIM» 
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Tue authority of the Englifh monarch was much more C H A P. 


extenfive within his kingdom, and the difproportion much 
greater between him and the moft powerful of his vaflals. 
His demei{nes and revenue were large, compared to the 
greatnefs of his ftate; He was accuftomed to levy arbi- 
trary exactions on his fubje&s: His courts of judicature 
extended their jurifdiction into every part of the kingdom : 
Re could cruth by his power, or by a judicial fentence, weil 


or ill founded, any obnoxious baron: And though the _ 


feudal inftitutions which prevailed in his kingdom, had 
the fame tendency, as in other ftates, to exalt the arifto- 
cracy, and deprefs the monarchy, it required, in England, 
according to its prefent conftitution, a great combination 
of the vaflals to oppofe their fovereign lord, and there had 
not hitherto arifen any baron fo powerful, as of himfelf 
to levy war againft the prince, and afford protection to 
the inferior barons. 


Wutte fuch were the different fituations of France and 
England, and the latter enjoyed fo many advantages above 
the former; the acceffion of Henry II. a prince of great 
abilities, poffeffed of fo many rich provinces on the con- 
tinent, might appear an event dangerous, if not fatal, to 
the French monarchy, and fufficient to break entirely the 
balance between the ftates. He was matter, in the right 
of his father, of Anjou, Touraine, and Maine; in that 
of his mother, of Normandy; in that of his wife, of 
Guienne, Poictou, Xaintonge, Auvergne, Perigord, An- 
goumois, the Limoufin. He foon after annexed Britanny 
to his other itates, and was already poflefled of the fu- 
periority over that province, which, on the firft ceffion 
ef Normandy to Rollo the Dane, had been granted by 
Charles the Simple in vaflalage to that formidable rava- 
ger. ‘Thefe proyinces compofed above a third of the 
whole French monarchy, and were much fuperior, in 
extent and opulence, to thofe territories, which were fub-~ 
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CH A P. je&ted to the immediate jurifdition and. government of 


VI, 


edt ss ate king. ‘The vaflal was here more powerful than. his 


1154. 
* 


liege lord : The fituation which had enabled Hugh Capet 
to "desege the Carlovingian princes, feemed here to be 
renewed, and that with much greater advantages on the 
fide of the vaflal: And when England was added to fo 
many provinces, the French king had reafon to apprehend, 
from this conjuncture, fome great difafter to himfelf and 
to his family. But in reality, it was this circumftance, 
which appeared fo formidable, that faved the Capetian 
exalted them to that pitch 


race, and, by its confequences, 
of grandeur, which they at prefent enjoy. 

THE limited athens of the prince in the feudal con- 
ftitutions prevented the king of England from employing 

with advantage the force of fo many ftates, which were 
fubjected to iis government ; and thefe different mem- 
bers, disjoined by fituation, and difagreeing in laws, lan- 
guage, a manners, were never thoroughly cemented 
into one monarchy. He foon became, both from his dif= 
ant place of refi¢ence and from the incompatibility of 


interefts, a kind-of foreigner to his French dominions ; 
and his fubjects on the continent confidered their allegi- 
ance as more naturally due to their fuperior lord, who 
lived in their neighbourhood, and who was acknowledged 
to be the eee head of their nation, He was always 
at hand to inyade them; their immediate lord was often 
at too great a diftance to proteét them ; and any diforder 
in any part of his difperfed eee gave advantages 
againft him. ‘The other pawerful va affals of the French 
crown were rather pleafed to fee the expulfion of the Eng- 
lifh, and were not affected with that jealoufy, which aeae 
haye arifen from the oppreffion of a co-vaflal, who was 
of the fame rank with themfelves, By this means, the 
king of France found it more eafy.to conquer thofe nu- 
merous provinces from England, thgn to fubdue a duke of 


a Normandy - 


Baste Y eB 


Normandy or Guienne, a.count. of Anjou, Maine, or 


CUAPRP, 
VINK, 


Poidtou. And after reducing fuch extenfive territories, icootettnagl 


which immediately incorporated, with the body of the mo- 
narchy, he found, greater facility in uniting to the crown 
the other great fiefs, which ftill remained feparate and in- 
dependant, 

Bur as thefe-important confequences could. not. be 
forefeen by human wifdom, the king of France remarked 
with terror the rifing grandeur of the houfe of Anjou or 
Plantagenet ; and_in order to retard its progrefs, he had 
ever maintained a ftriét union with Stephen, and had en- 
deavoured to fupport the tottering fortunes of that- bold 
ufurper. But after this prince’s death, it was too late to 
think of oppofing the fucceffion of Henry, or preventing the 
performance of thofe ftipulations, which, with the unani- 
mous content of thenation, he had:made with his predeceflor. 
‘Lhe Englifh, haraffed with civil wars, and difgufted with 
the bloodfhed and depredations, which, during the courfe 
of fo many years, had attended them, were little difpofed to 
violate their oaths, by excluding the lawful heir from 
the fucceffion of their monarchy %., Many of the moft 
confiderable fortrefles were in the hands of his partizans ; 
the whole nation had had occafion to fee the noble qua~- 
lities with which he was endowed", and to compare them 
with the mean talents of William, the fon of Stephen ; 
and as they were acquainted with his great power, and 
were rather pleafed to fee the acceffion of fo many foreign 
dominions to. the crown of England, they never enter- 
tained the leaft thoughts of refifting him. Henry him- 
felf, fenfible of the advantages attending his prefent fitua- 
tion was in no hurry to arrive in England; and being 
engaged in the fiege of a caftle on the frontiers of Nor- 
mandy, when he received intelligence of Stephen’s death, 
he made it a point of honour not to depart from his enter- 


q Matth, Paris, p, 656 t Gul, Neubr, p. 381. 
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c Pit. P. prize, till he had brought it to an iffue. He then fet ou€ 
t , on his journey, and was received in England with the 


1x54. acclamations of all orders of men, who faane with plea- 


Sth Decem. . ¢ 3 
" fure the oath of fealty and allegiance to him. 

Tass ¢ Ss gov t co 
Fitch of . PHE firft act of Henry’s government correfponded to 


Henry's go- the high idea entertained of his vigour and abilities, and 

Waenenty “prognofticated the pcabitinent of juftice and tran- 
quillity, of which the kingdom had fo long been bereaved, 
He immediately difmifled all thofe mercenary foldiers, 
who had committed great diforders in the nation; and 
he fent them abroad, together with William of Ypres, 
their leader, the friend and confident of Stephen °, oo te 
revoked all the grants made’ by his predeceffor ', even thofe 
which neceffity had extorted from the emprefs Matilda ; 
and that princefs, who had refigned her rights in alesis 
of Henry, made no oppofition to a eetoss fo neceflary 
for fupporting the dignity of the crown. He repaired 
the coin, which had been extremely debafed during his pre- 
deceffor’s reign ; and he took proper meafurés againft the 
return of a like abufe". He was rigorous in the execution 
of juftice, and in the fuppreffion of robbery and violence ; 
and that he might reftore authority to the laws, he caufed 
all the new ereéted caftles to be demolifhed, which had 
proved fo many fan@uaries to freebooters and rebels ™, 
‘The earl of Albemarle, Hugh M fortimer, and Roger, the 
fon of Milo of Glocefter, were inclined to make fome 
refiflance to this falutary meafure ; but the approach of 
the king with his forces foon obliged them to fubmit. 


2356, Every thing being reftored to full tra inquillity in Eng- 
land, Henry went abroad in order to oppofe the attempts 


8 Fitz-Steph, p. 43, M, Paris, p. 65. Neubr. p. 381. Chron, T, Wykes, 
P3 t Neubr, p. 3826 - 8 Hoveden,-p, 492. 
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of his brother Geoffrey, who, during his abfence, had C H AP, 
made an incurfion’ into Anjou and Maine, had advanced , ~ ) 
fome pretenfions to thofe provinces, and had got poflef- 1157» 
fion of a confiderable part of them *. On the king’s ap- 
pearance, the people returned to their allegiance and 
Geoffrey, refigning his claim for an annual penfion of a 
thoufand pounds, departed and took poffeffion of the 
county of Nantz, which the inhabitants, who had ex- 

pelled count Hoel, their prince, had put into his hands. 

Henry returned to England the following year: The in- 
curfions of the Welfh then provoked him to make an 
invafion upon them; where the natural faftneffes of the 
country occafioned him great difficulties, and even brought 

him into danger. His vanguard, being engaged in a narrow 

pafs, was put to rout: Henry de Effex, the hereditary 
ftandard-bearer, feized with a panic, threw down the 
ftandard, took to flight, and exclaimed that the king was 

flain: And had not that prince immediately appeated in 
perfon, and led on his troops with great gallantry, the 
confequences might have proved fatal to the whole army *. 

For this mifbehaviour, Effex was afterwards accufed of 
felony by Robert de Montfort ; was vanquifhed in fingle 
combat ; his eftate wae confifcated ; and he himfelf wag 

thruft into a convent’. ‘The fubmiffions of the Welfh 
procured therm an accommodation with England, 


THE martial difpofition of the princes m that age en; 
gaged them to head their own armies in every enterprize, 
even the moft frivolous ;, and their feeble authority made 
if commonly impracticable for them ta delegate, on occa- 
fion, the command to their generals. Geoffrey, the 
king’s brother, died foon after he had acquired pofleffion 
of Rea i. Though he had no other title to that county, 


* See note [O] at the end of the volume. x Newbr, P 3349 
Chron. W. Heming, p..492 Y M. Paris, p. 70, Newbr, p. 383. 
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¢ HA P.than the voluntary fubmiffion or election of the inha» 
Vv 


.——_, bitants two years before, Henry laid claim to the territory 


4158. 


1159. 


as devolved to him by hereditary right, and he went 
over to fupport his pretenfions by force of arms. Conan, 
duke or earl of Britanny. (for thefe titles are given. indif- 
ferently by hiftorians to thofe princes) pretended. that 


yirey’s death, he took. poffefion of the 
difputed territory, Left Lewis, the French king, fhould 


interpofe in the controverfy, Henry. paid him a vifit ; and 
fo allured him by carefles and civilities, that an alliance 
was contracted between them; and. they agreed, that 
young Henry, heir to the Englifh monarchy, fhould be 
affianced to Margaret of France, though the former was 
only five years of age, and the latter was ftill in her cra- 
dle. Henry, now fecure of meeting with no. interruption 
on this fide, advanced with his army into Britanny. ;,and 
Conan, in defpair of being able to make refiftance,” de- 
livered up the county of Nantz to him. The ability 
of the king procured him farther.and more important 
advantages from: this incident... Conan, haraffed with 
the turbulent difpofition of his fubjeéts, was defirous: of 
procuring to-himéelf the fupport of fo great a monarch ; 
and he betrothed his daughter. and only child, yet an-in- 
fant, to Geoffrey, the king’s third fon, who was of the 
fame tender years. The duke of Britanny: died about 


feven years after; and Henry; on pretence of being guar- 


dian to his fon and daughter-in-law, put himfelf in pof- 
{eflion of that principality, and annexed. it to his other 
great dominions, 


. THe king had a profpe& of making ftill farther acqui- 
fitions ; and the aétivity of his temper fuffered no oppor- 
tunity of ‘that kind to efcape him, Philippa, dutchefs of 

were Guienne, 
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Guienne, mother of Queen Eleanor, was the only iffue ¢ HA P 
of William IV. count of Touloufe ; and. would have , bess 3 
inherited his dominions, had not that prince, defirous of . 1159s 
preferving the fucceffion in:the male-line, conveyed the 
principality. to his brother, aymond de St. Gilles; by a 
contract of fale which was in that age regarded as ficti- 
tious and illufory. By this. means the title to the county 
of Touloufe came to be difputed between the male -and 
female heirs ; and the one or the other, as opportunities 
favoured them, had obtained pofleffion. Raymond, 
grandfon of Raymond de St. Gilles; was the reigning 
fovereign’; and on Henry’s reviving his wife’s claim, this 
prince had recourfe for protection to the king of France, 
who was fo much concerned in rie to prevent the 
farther agorandizement of the Englifh monarch, Lewis 
himfelf, when married to Eleanor, had aflerted the juftice 
of-her claim, and had demanded pofleffion of Touloufe 7; 
but his fentiments changing with his. intereft, he now 
determined to defend, by his power and authority, the 
titic of Raymond, Henry found, that it would be requi- 
fite to eons his pretenfions againft potent antagonitts ; 
and that nothing but a formidable army could maintain 
a claim, which he had in vain afferted by arguments and 
manifeftos, 

AN army, compofed of feudal vaflals, was commonly 
yery intractable and undifciplined, both becaufe of. the 
independant fpirit of the perfons who ferved in it, and 
becaufe the commands were not given either by the choice 
of the fovereign or from the military capacity and expe- 
rience of the officers. . Each baron conducted his. own 
vaflals : His rank was greater or lefs, proportioned to-the 
extent of his property: Even the fupreme command 
under the prince was. often attached to birth: And as 
the military-vaflals were obliged to ferve only forty days 

2 Neubr, p. 987, «Chron, W, Heming. p. 4943 

at 
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“at their own charge; though, if the expedition was 


diftant, they were put to great expence ; the prince reaped 
little benefit from their attendance. Henry, fenfible of 
thefe inconveniencies, levied upon his vaflals in Nor- 
mandy and other provinces, which were remote from 
Youloufe, a fum of money in lieu of their fervice; and 
this commutation, by reafon of the great diftance, was 
ftill more sal vatliveduih to his En; olith vaflals. He im- 
pofed, therefore, a fcutage of 180,000 pounds on the 
knight’s fees, a commutation, to which, though it was 
unufual, and the firft perhaps to be met with in hiftory *, 
the military tenants willingly fubmitted ; and with this 
money, he levied an army which was more under his 
command, and whofe fervice was more durable and con- 
fiant, Affifted by Berenger, count of Barcelona, and 
‘Trineaval, count of Nifmes, whom he had gained to his 
party, he invaded the county of Touloufe ; and after 
taking Verdun, Caftlenau, and other places, es befieged 
the capital of the province, and was likely to prevail in 
the enterprize; when Lewis, advancing before the arriyal 
of his main body, threw himfelf into the place with a 
fall reinforcement. Henry was urged by fome of his 
minifters to profecute the fiege, to take Lewis prifoner, 
and to impofe his own terms in the pacification; but he 
either thought it fo much his intereft to maintain the 
feudal principles, by which his foreign dominions were 
fecured, or bore fo much refpeét to his fuperior lord, that 
he declared he would not attack a place defended by him 
in perfon; and-he immediately raifed the fiege*, He 
marched into Normandy to proteét that province againft 
an incurfion which ‘the count of Dreux, inftigated by 
king Lewis, his brother, had made upon it. War was 
now openly carried on between the two monarchs, but 


* Madox, p- 435. Gervafe, p. 138x. See note [P] at the end of the 
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produced ho memorable event: It foon ended in a cef-C H A Py 
fation of arms, and that followed by a peace, which was enue 
not, however, attended with any confidence or good 
correfpondence between thofe rival princes. ‘The fortrefs 
of Gifors, being part of the dowry ftipulated to Margaret 
of France, had been configned by agreement to the 
knights templars, on condition that it fhould be delivered 
into Henry’s hands, after the celebration of the nuptials. 
The king, that he might have a pretence for immediately 
demanding the place, ordered the marriage to be folem- 
nized between the prince and princefs, though both 
infants °; and he engaged the grand-mafter of the tem- 
plars, by large prefents, as was generally fufpected, to 
put him in pofleflion of Gifors*. Lewis refenting this 
fraudulent conduct, banifhed the templars from France, 
and would have made war upon the king of England, had 
it not been for the mediation and authority of pope Alex- 
ander III, who had been chaced from Rome by the anti- 
pope, Victor IV. and refided at that time in France. 
That we may form an idea of the authority poflefled by 
the Roman pontiff during thofe ages, it may be proper to 
obferve, that the two kings had, the year before, met 
the pope at the caftle of Torci on the Loir; and they 
gave him fuch marks of refpe&t, that both difmounted to 
receive him, and holding each of them one of. the reins 
of his bridle, walked on foot by his fide, and conduéted 
him in that fubmiffive manner into the caftle 4. A fpeltacle, 
cries Baronius in an ecftacy, to God, angels, and men; and 
fuch as had never before been exhibited to the world! 


b Hoveden, p, 492. Neubr, p. goo. Diceto, p. 532. Brompton, 
P 1450. 

© Since the firft publication of this hifory, Lord Lyttelton has publithed 
a copy of the treaty between Henry and Lewis, by which it appears, if there 
were no feeret article, that Henry was not guilty of any fraud jn this tranf. 
action. 
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CHAP. Henry, foon after he had accommodated his differences 
Beis , with Lewis by the pope’s mediation, returned to Eng 
1162, and ; where he commenced an“enterprize, which, though 
required by found policy, and even conduéted in the 
main with prudence, bred him great difquietude, involved 
him in danger, and was not concluded without fome lofs 

and difhonour 


Difputes be- “THE ufurpations of the clergy; which had at firft been 
tween the 


civil and ec- gradual, were now become fo rapid, and had mounted to 


lefiafical fuch a height, that the conteft between the regale and 


twe 

powers, - 5 
pontificale was really arrived at a crifis in England; and 
it became neceflary to determine whether the ‘king or the 


priefts, particularly the archbifhop of Canterbury, fhould 


be fovereign of the kingdom*. The afpiring fpirit of 


Henry, which gave inquietude to all his neighbours, was’ 
not lide! y long to pay a tame fubmiffion to the encroach- 
ments of fubjecis; and as nothing opens men’s eyes fo 
readi ily as hte iit he was in no 9 danger of ra 


in fubjeCtion. rise the commencement of 


rnment of his foreign dominions, 
‘as well as of En ngland; he had fhown a fixed purpofe to’ 
Z reprefs clerical ufurpations, and to maintain thofe prero- 
gatives, which had been tranfmitted to him by his pre= 
deceffors. During the fchifm of the papacy between’ 
Alexander and Viétor, he had determined, for fome time, 
to remain neuter: When informed, that the archbifhop 
of Roiien and the bifhop of Mans had, from their own’ 
authority, acknowledged Alexander as legitimate pope,’ 
he was fo enraged, that, thou gh he fpared the archbifhop’ 
on account of his great aye, he immediately iffued orders’ 
for overthrowing the fous of the bifhop of Mans, and’ 
erchdeacon of Reiien* ; and jt was not till he had deli- 
e Fitz-Stephen, p.27, 
* See rote [ Q. ] at the end of the volume, 
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berately examined the matter, by thofe views, which Cc ye Py 
ufually enter into the councils of princes, that he allowed cy 
that pontiff to exercife authority over any of-his domi- 1162. 
nions. In England, the mild chara&ter and advanced 

years of “Fheobald, archbifhop of Canterbury, together 

with his merits in refufing to put the crown on the head 

of Euftace, fon of Stephen, prevented Henry, during the 
life-time of that primate, from taking any meafures 
againftthe multiplied encroachments of the clergy : But 

after his death, the king refolved to exert himfelf with 

more activity; and that he might be fecure againft any 
oppofition, he advanced to that dignity Becket, his chan 

cellor, on whofe compliance, he thought, he could 
entirely depend. 

|THomas a Becket, the firft man of Englith pi" 3? 
defcent, who, fince the Norman conqueft, had, during Becker, 


F archbifhop 
the courfe of a whole century, rifen to any confiderable of Canter 


flation, was born of reputable parents in the city of Lon- >“ 


don; and being endowed both with induftry and capa- 
city, he early infinuated himfelf into the fayour of arch- 
bifhop Theobald, and obtained from that prelate fome 
preferments and offices. By their means, he was enabled 
to travel for farther improvement to Italy, where he 
ftudied the civil and canon law at Bologna ; and on his 
return, he appeared to have made fuch proficiency in 
knowledge, that he was promoted by his patron to the 
archdeaconry of Canterbury, an office of confiderable 
truft.and profit. He'was afterwards employed: with fuccefg 
by Theobald in tranfacting bufinefs at Rome; and on 
Henry’s acceflion, he was recommended to that monarch 


as worthy of farther preferment. Henry, 


who knew 
that Becket had been inftrumental in fup dortine that refo- 
Qo 


fution of the archbifhop, which had tended fo much to 
facilitate his own advancement to the throne, was already 
prepofleffed in his favour; and finding, on farther ac- 
Quaintance, that his fpirit and abilities entitled him to 


any 
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c pee P. any truft, he foon promoted him to the dignity of than’ 
immed Cllor, one of the firft civil offices in the kingdom. ‘The 
"162, chancellor, in that age, befides the cuftody of the great 
feal, had pofleffion of all vacant prelacies and abbies; 
he was the guardian of all fuch minors and pupils as 
were the king’s tenants ; all baronies which efcheated to 
the crown were under his adminiftration ; he was entitled / 
to a place in council, even though he was not particu- 
larly fummoned ; and as he exercifed alfo the office of. 
fecretary of ftate, and it belonged to him to counterfign 
all commiffions, writs, and letters-patent, he was a kind 
of prime minifter, and was concerned in the difpatch of 
every bufinefs of importance ‘. Befides exercifing this | 
high office, Becket, by the favour of the king or arch-. 
bifhop, was made provoft of Beverley, dean of Haftings, 
and conftable of the tower: He was put in pofleffion of 
the honours of Eye and Berkham, large baronies that had 
efcheated to the crown: And to complete his grandeur, 


he was entrufted with the education of Prince Henry, the o 
king’s eldeft fon, and heir of the monarchy %. The 

pomp of his retinue, the fumptuoufnefs of his furniture, b 
the luxury of his table, the munificence of his prefents, fi 
correfponded to thefe great preferments; or rather ex- f 
ceeded any thing that England had ever before feen in ¢ 
any fubject. His hiftorian and fecretary, Fitz-Stephens ", at 
mentions, among other particulars, that his apartments th 
were every day im winter covered with clean ftraw or 0 
hay, and in fummer with green rufhes or boughs ; left ee 
the gentlemen, who paid court to him, and who could Wl 
not, by reafon of their great number, find a place at pi 
table, fhould foil their fine cloaths by fitting on a dirty Wa 
floor i, A great number of knights were retained in his ali 


fervice; 


f Fitz. Steph. p. 13. Ybid. p. x5. Hil. Quad, p.g,14. bp. rg. _ 

i John Baldwin held the manor of Otetarsfee in Aylefbury of the king in’ 
foccage, by the fervice of finding litter for the King’s bed, viz. in futher, 
grals 
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fervice ; the greateft barons were proud of being received C HA P. 


; : is Vill. 
at his table; his houfe was a place of education for the Tene eee 


fons of the chief nobility ; and the king himfelf fre- 1:62. 
quently vouchfafed to partake of his entertainments, As 
his way of life was fplendid and opulent, his amufements 
and occupations were gay, and partook of the cavalier 
{pirit, which, as he had only taken deacon’s orders, he 
did not think unbefitting his character. He employed 
himfelf at leifure’ hours in hunting, hawking, gaming, 
and horfemanthip ; he expofed his perfon in feveral mili- 
tary actions * ; he carried over, at his own charge, feven 
hundred knights to attend the king in his wars at Tou- 
loufe ; in the fubfequent wars on the frontiers of Nor= 


= pepe e's 


mandy, he maintained, during forty days, twelve hundred 
knights, and four thoufand of their train 's and in an 
embafiy to France, with which he was entrufted, he 
aftonifhed that court with the number and magnificence 
of his retinue, 

Henry, befides committing all his more important 
bufinefs to Becket’s management, honouréd him with his 
friendfhip and intimacy ; and whenever he was difpofed 
to relax himfelf by fports of any kind, he admitted his 
chancellor to the party ™. An inftance of their familic 
arity is mentioned by Fitz-Stephens, which, as it fhows 
the manners of the age, it may not be improper to relate. 
One day, as the king and the chancellor were riding to- 
gether in the ftreets of London, they obferved a beggar, 
who was fhivering with ‘cold. Would it not be very 
praife-worthy, faid the king, to give that poor mana 
warm Coat in this fevere feafon? It would, furcly, re- 
plied the chanceller ; and you do well, Sir, in thinking 
grafs or herbs, and two grey geefe, and in winter, fraw and three eels, 
thrice in the year, if the king thould come thrive in the year to Aylefbury. 
Madox, Bar. Anglica, p. 247. 


& Fitz-Steph, p.23. Hift, Quad. peg. i Fite-Steph. p. 19, 20, 
22, 23. mo ibid. p, 16. Hift. Quad. pos. 
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CHA P, of fach good aftions. Then he fhall have one prefently, 


Vilts 


ithe king: And feizing the fkirt of the chancellor’s 
coat, which was fcarlet, and lined with ermine, began 
to pull it violently. “Phe chancellor defended himfelf for 
fome time ; and they had both of them like to have tu 

bled of their horfes in the ftreet, when Becket, ees a 
coat ; which the king be- 


vehement ftrug; 


y 
of the perfons, was be a little £ fae ifed at the prefent *. 
Brecker, who, by his complaifance and good-hu- 
. 5 BY 5 
mour, had rendered himfelf agreeable, and by his induitry 


and abilities ufeful, to his mater; appeared to him the 
fitteft perfon for fupplying the vacancy ate by the death 
of Theobald. As he was well acquainted with the king’s 
intentions ° of retfenching, or rather confining within 
the ancient bounds, all ecclefiaftical privileges, and al 

ways fhowed a ready difpofition to comply with them ?, 
Henry, who never expected any refiftance from that quar- 


>r, immediately iflued orders for electing him archbifhop 


€ 
aa 


of Canterbury. But this refolution, which was taken 


contrary to the opinion of Matilda, and many of the mi- 


appy confequences; and 


nlicers “5 Grew aiter it very t 
. ; 


never prince of fo great penetration, appeared; in the 
iffue, to have fo little underftood the genius and charac- 
ter of his minifter. 

No fooner was Becket inftalled in this high dignity; 
which rendered him for life the fecond perfon in the king- 
dom, with fome pretenfions of afpiring to be the firft, 
than he ‘totally altered his demeanor and conduct, and 
endeavoured to acquire the character of fanctity, of which 


his. former bufy and oitentatious courfe of life might, in 


Coes 2 . 1 
the eyes of the 


Without confulting the king, he immediately returned 


people, have naturally bereaved him. 


h. p. 16, o Thbid. p17. P Ibid. p, 23- 
2520 q Ep-&. St. Thoms. py 167. 
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into his hands the commiffion of chancellor ; pretending, € P, 
that he muft thenceforth detach himfelf from fecular af-__ ay 
fairs, and be folely employed in the exercife of his {pi- 1162. 
ritual function ; but in reali y3 that he might. break off 

all connexions with Henry, and apprife him, that Becket, 

as primate of England, was now become entirely a new 
perfonage. He maintained, in his tetinue and attend- 

ants alone, his ancient pomp and luftre, which was ufeful 

to ftrike the vulgar: In his own petfon he affe@ted the 

greateft aufterity, and moft rigid mortification, which, 

he was fenfible, would have an equal or a greater tendency 

to the fame end. He wore fack-cloth next his ikin, 

which, by his affected care to conceal it, was neceflarily 

the more remarked by all the world: He changed it {d 

feldom, that it was filled with dirt and vermin: His ufuaj 

diet was bread; his drink water, which he even rendered 

farther unpalatable hy the mixture of unfavoury herbs¢ 

He tore his back with the frequent difcipline which he 

inflicted on it: He daily on_his. knees wathed, in jimitaé 

tien of Chrift, the feet of thirteen beggars, whom “he 
afterwards difmiffed with prefents': He gained the affeez 

tions of the monks by his frequent charities to the con- 

vents and hofpitals: Every one, who made prefefion. of 

fanctity, was admitted to his converfation, and returned 

full of panegyrics on the huimility, as well.as on the piety 

and mortification, of the holy primate ; He feemed to be 
perpetually employed in reciting prayers and pious lec 


tures, or in perufing religious difcourfes :. His afpect wore 


£ 
i 


the appearance of ferioufnefs, and mental recollection; 


and feeret devotion: And all men of penetration plainly 
Jaw, that he was meditating fome great defien; and that 
af 4 


the ambition and oftentation of his cnaracter had turned 


itielf towards a new and more dangerous object: 


’ FitzeSteph. p, 25. “Hitt. Quid, fe 19. 
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ne —< 4 P. ' Becker waited not till Henry ‘fhould commence thofe 
Be 4 Ty 

WH. projects againft the ecclefiaftical power, which, he knew, 


1 


1163. had been formed by that prince: He was himfelf the ag- 


Quarrel be~ a F ‘ 
tween the greflor; and endeavoured to overawe the king by the in- 


peg trepidity and boldnefs of his enterprizes. He fummoned 
the earl of Clare to furrender the barony of Tunbridge, 
which, ever fince the conqueft, had remained in the fa- 
mily of that nobleman, but which, as it had formerly 
belonged to the fee of Canterbury, Becket pretended his 
predeceffors were prohibited by the canons to alienate. 
‘The earl of Clare, befides the luftre which he derived 


from the greatnefs of his own birth, and the extent of 


his HomiGHs was allied to all the principal families in the 
kingdom ; his fifter, who was a celebrated beauty, had 
farther extended his credit among the nobility, and was 
even fuppofed to have gained the king’s er a and 
Becket could not better difcover, than by attacking fo 
powerful an intereft, his refolution of sad emt with 
vigour the rights, real or pretended, of his fee*. 
Wiriiam de Eynsford, a military tenant of the 
crown, was patron of a living, which belonged to a ma- 
nor that held of the archbifhop of Canterbury; but 
. Becket, without regard to William’s right, prefented, on 
a new and illegal pretext, one Laurence to that living, 
who was violently expelled by Eynsford. ‘The primate, 
making himfelf,; as was ufual in fpiritual courts, both 
judge and party, iffued out, in a fummary manner, the 
fentence. of excommunication againft Eynsford, who 
complained to. the ost ei he; who held iz capite of 
theicrown, fhould, contrary to the practice eftablifhed by 
he Conqueror, and maintained ever fince by his fuccef- 
fors, be fubjected to that terrible fentence, without the 
previous confent of the fovereign'. Henry, who had 


Fitz-Steph. p. 28. Gervafe, p, 1334. 3 M, Paris, p. 7. 
Diceto, p.5 36. 
now 


Hoan eo ¥.. a, 


now broken off all perfonal intercourfe with Becket, fentC H_A P. 
him, by a meflenger, his orders to abfolve Eynsford ; paws ; 
but received for aniwer, that it belo: zed not to the king 1163. 
to inform him whom he fhould abfolve and whom excom- 
municate ", And it was not till after many remonftrances 
and menages, that Becket, though with the wortt grace 
imaginable, was induced to comply with the royal man- 
date. 

Henry, though he found himfelf thus grievouily mif- 
taken in the character of the perfon whom he had promoted 
to the primacy, determined not to defift from his former 
intention. ef retrenching clerical ufurpations. He was 


entirely mafter of his extenfive dominions: The prudence 


and vigour of his adminiftration, attended with perpetual! 


fucceis, had raifed his character. above that of any 
predeceffors *: The papacy feemed. to be weaken 
a {chifm, which divided all Europe: And he rightiy 
judged, that, if the prefent favourable opportunity were 
neglected, the crown mutt, from the prevalent fuperiti- 
tion of the people, be in danger of falling into an entire 
{ubordination under the mitre. 
JHE union of the civil and ecclefiaftical powers ferves 
xtremely, in every civilized government, to the. main- 
tenance of peace and order; and prevents thofe mutual 
incroachments, which, as there can be no ultimate judge 
between them, are often attended with the moft danger- 
ous confequences. Whether the fupreme magiftrate, 
who unites thefe powers, receives the appellation of prince 
or prelate, it is not material : The fupcrior weight, which 
temporal] interefts commonly bear in the apprehenfions of 
men above fpiritual, renders the civil part of his charac- 
ter moft prevalent ; and in time prevents thofe grofs im- 
poftures and bigotted perfecutions, which, in all falfe 
religions, are the chief foundation of clerical authority, 
But during the progrefs of ecclefiaftical ufurpations, the 


u Fitz-Stepb, p, 28, w Epift. St, Thom, p. 130, 
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civil magiftrate, is naturally, 


thrown into convulfions ; and it behoves the prince, both 


for his own intereft, and for that of the public, to pro- 


vide, in time, fufficient barriers againtt fo dangerous and 
infidious a rival. This precaution had hitherto been 
much neglected in E as well as in other catholic 


. y' ogee 
countries ; and aftairs 


laft feemed ‘to have-come to a 
‘eign of the greateft abilities wag 


dangerous crifis: A 

now on the throne: A prelate of the moft inflexible and 

efled of the primacy ?- The 

contending powers appeared to be armed with their full 

force, and it was natural to expeét fome extraordinary 
c \ 


event to refult from their conflid, 


intrepid charaGer ‘was 


AMONG their other inventions to obtain money, the 
clergy had inculcated the neceffity of penance as an atone- 
ment for fin; and hain 3 again introduced the pradtice 
of paying them large fums as a commutation, or {pecies 
pf atonement, for the remiffion of thofe penances, the 
fins of the people, by thefe means, had become a revenue 
to the priefts ; and the king computed, that, by this in- 


yention alone, they levied more money upon his fubjects, 
than flowed, by all the funds and taxes, into the royal 
exchequer *, That he desi eafe the people of fo heavy. 
and ai 


itrary an impofition, Henry required, that a civil 
officer of his appointment fhould be prefent in all ecclefi- 
aftical courts, ‘and fhould, for the future, give his con- 
fent to every compofitidn which was made with finners 
for their pes rit vs offences, 

iaftics, in that age, had renounced a all im- 


ra) 


nee fubord dination to the magiftrate : They openly 
pretended” to. an exemption, in criminal accufations, 
faa a trial before courts of juftice; and were gradually 
introducing a like exemption in civil caufes - Spiritual 
penalties alone could be inflicted on their offences : And 


as the clergy i had extreme] y multiplied i in England, and 


many 
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many of them were confequently of very low characters, © ae Ps 
crimes of the deepeft dye, murders, robberies, adulteries, J 
rapes, were daily committed with impunity by the eccle-. +493 
fiaftics. It had been found, for inftance, on enquiry, 

that no lefs than a hundred murders had, fince the king’s 
acceffion, been perpetrated by men of that profeflion, 

who had never been called to account for thefe offences ¥; 

and holy orders were become a full protection for all enor- 

mities. A clerk in.Worcefterfhire, having debauched a 
gentleman’s daughter, had, at this time, proceeded to 


5 ip eee ers 


murder the father; and the general indignation againft 
ce crime moved the king to attempt the remedy of an 

bufe which was become fo palpable, and to require that 
ae clerk fhould be delivered up, and receive condign pu- 
nifhment from the magiftrate*. Becket infifted on the 
privileges of the church ; confined ‘the criminal im the 
bifhop’s prifon, left he fhould be feized by the king’s 


officers ; maintained that no greater igen t could be 


inflicted on him than degradation: And when the king 


demanded, that, immediately after he was degraded, he 
fhould be tried by the civil power, the primate afferted, 
that it was iniquitous to try a man twice upon the fame 
accufation, and for the fame offence *. 

Henry, laying hold of fo favourable an occafion, re- 
folved to pufh the diay with regard to all their privileges, 
which they had raifed to an enormous height, and to de- 
termine at once thofe controverfies, which daily multi- 
plied, between the ciyil and the ecclefiaftical jurifdictions, 
He fummoned an aflembly of all the prelates of England ; 
and he put to them this concife and decifive queftion, 
Whether or not they were willing to fubmit to the an- 
cient laws and cuftoms of the kingdom ? The bifhops 

y Neubr. p..394. Zz Fitz.Steph. p. 33. Hift. Quad. p. 32. 
a Fitg-Stegh, p. 29. Hifl. Quad. p. 33, 45+ Hoveden, p. 492, M, 
* Paris, p.72. Diceto, p. §;6, 537. Brompton, p, 1053, Gervafe, p. 1354 
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ys P. unanimou! y replied, that they were willing, faving their 
we CW order Me A device, by which they thought to 
1163. elude the prefent urgency of the king’s demand, and 


yet referve to themfelves, on a favourable opportu- 
nity, the power of refuming all their pretenfions. .The 


king was fenfible of the artifice, and was provoked to the 


the aflembly, with vifible 
[fe required the primate in- 
er the honours and caftles of Eye and 
T he 4 ifhops were se and expected ftill 
farther effeéts of his refentment. Becket alone was in- 
fi 


legate and almoner, Philip, who dreaded a breach with 


xible; and nothing but the siteashes of the pope’s 


ae powerful a prince at fo unfeafonable a jun@ture, could 

have prevailed on him to retra@ the faving claufe, and 

give a general and abfolute promife of obferving the an- 

cient cuftoms °, t i 
Bur Henry was not content with a declaration in thefe 

general terms: He refolved, ere it was too late, to define 

exprefly thofe cuftoms, with which he réquired compli- 

ance, and to put’ a ftop to clerical ufurpati ions, before 

they were fully Gaite oY could plead ‘ant tiquity, 

as they already did a facred authority, in their ‘favour: 


r 


Vhe claims of the church were open and vifible. After 


“infenfible progrefs during mahy cen+ 


turi¢s, the mafk had at laft been taken off, and. fevera 
ecclefiaftical councils; by their canons; which were pre- 
tended to be irrevocable and ir nfallible, had pofitiv elydes 
fined thofe privileges and’ immunities, which gave -fuch j 


1 : 
general offen 
g 


ee f irers 


ce, and appeared fo dangerous to the civil 
; Vv 
iftrate, Henry therefore deemed it neceffar y to define 


ni 


with the fame precifion ha limits of "the civil power ; -to 
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determine ‘the exact boundaries of the rival jurifdiQions ; © # a Py 
and for this purpofe, he fummoned.a general council of ees 
the nobility and prelates at Clarendon, to whom he fub- 

mitted this great and important queftion. 

‘THE barons were all’ gained to the king’s party, cither Confit. 
by the reafons which he urged, or by his fuperior autho- Silerstacs 
rity: The bifhops were overawed by the general combi- 
nation againft them: And the following laws, commonly 
called the Can/litutions of Clarendon, were voted without 
oppofition by this alierahly % It was enacted, that all 
fuits concerning the advowfon and prefentation of churches 
fhould be Sadie d in the civil courts: That the 
churches, belonging to the king’s fee, fhould not be 
granted i in perpetuity without his confent: That clerks, 
accufed of any crime, fhould be tried in the civil courts: 

That no perfon, particularly no clergyman of any rank, 
fhould depart the kingdom without the king’s licence: 
That excommunicated perfons fhould not be bound 

give fecurity for continuing in their prefent place 

abode: ‘That laics fhould not be accufed in fpiritual 
courts, except by legal and reputable promoters and wit- 
nefles ;. That no chief tenant of the crown fhould be ex- 
communicated, nor his lands be put under an. interdict, 


“ 
€ 
om 
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except with the king’s confent: That al = in {pi- 
ritual causes fhould be carried from the archdea 
bifhop, from the bifhep to the primate, from 
king; and fhould be carried no farther withou 
confent: That if any law-fuit ‘arofe between a layman. 


and a clergyman concerning atenant, and it be d 


8g 
whether the land be a lay or an ecclefiaftical fee, it thouid 
firft be weer ort the yerdict of twelve lawful men to 
what clafs it belonged, and if it be found to be a lay-fee, 
the caufe fhould 

That no inhabitant in deme 

for non-appe i 
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c an P. eer of the place, where he refides, be confulted, that he j 


«——,—_, may compel him by the civil authority to give fatisfaction 
1464. to the church: That the archbifhops, bifhops, and other 
"Spiritual dignitaries fhould be regarded as barons of the 
realm; fhould poflefs the privileges and be fubjeéted ta 
the burthens belonging to that rank; and fhould be bound 
to attend the king in his great councils, and affift at all 
trials, till the fentence, either of death or lofs of mem- 
bers, be given againft the criminal : That the revenue of 
vacant fees fhould belong to the king; the chapter, or i 
* fuch of them as he pleafes to fummon, fhould fit in the 
king’s chapel till they make the new eleGion with his 
confent, and that the bifhop-elect fhould do homage to 
the crown: That if any baron or tenant ix capite fhould 
refufe to fubmit to the fpiritual courts, the king fhould 
employ his authority in obliging him to make fuch fub- 


miffions ; if any of them throw off his allegiance to the { 
king, the prelates fhould affift the king with their cen- 
fures in reducing him: That goods, forfeited to the king, 
fhould not be protected in churches or church-yards : 
‘That the clergy fhould no longer pretend to the right of 
enforcing payment of debts contracted by oath or pro- 
mife; but fhould leave thefe law-fuits, equally with 
others, to the determination of the civil courts: And 
that the fons of villains fhould not be ordained clerks, 
without the confent of their lord ¢. 

THESE articles, to the number of fixteen, were cal- 
culated to prevent the chief abufes, which had prevailed 
in ecclefiaftical affairs, and to put an effe&tual ftop to the 
ufurpations of the church, which, gradually ftealing on, ; 
had threatened the total deftruGtion of the civil power. ; 
Henry, therefore, by reducing thofe ancient cuftoms of 
the realm to writing, and by collecting them ina body, 
endeavoured to prevent all future difpute with regard to. 

* Hilt. Quadr. p. 163. -M, Paris, p. 70, 71. Spelm, Canc. vol. ii. 
#. 63. ~ Gervale, p. 1386, 1337. Wilkins, Pe 32K 
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them ; and by paffing fo many ecclefiaftical ordinances inC H A P. 
a national and civil aflembly, he fully eftablithed the ee 
fuperiority of the legiflature aboye all papal decrees or 1164 
fpiritual canons, and gained a fignal victory over the ec- 
clefiaftics. But as he knew, that the bifhops, though 
overawed by the prefent combination of the crown and 

the barons, would take the firft favourable opportunity of 
denying the authority, which had enacted thefe conftitu- 

tions; he refolved, that they fhould all fet their feal to 

them, and give a promife to obferve them. None of the 
prelates dared to oppofe his will; except Becket, who, 
though urged by the earls of Cornwal and Leicefter, the 
barons of principal authority in the kingdom, obftinately 
with-held his affent. At laft, Richard de Haftings, 

grand prior of the templars in England, threw himfelf on 

his knees before him; and with many tears, entreated 

him, if he paid any regard, either to his own fafety or 

that of the church, not to provoke, by a fruitlefs oppo- 

fition, the indignation of a great monarch, who was re- 
folutely bent on his purpofe, and who was determined to 

take full revenge on every one, who fhould dare to oppofe 

him‘. Becket, finding himfelf deferted by all the world, 

even by his own brethren, was at laft obliged to comply ; 
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and he promifed, legally, with good faith, and without fraud 
or referve’, to obferve the conftitutions ; and he took an 
oath to that purpofe*, The king, thinking that he had 
now finally prevailed in this great enterprize, fent the 
conftitutions to pope Alexander, who then refided in 
France; and he required that pontiff’s ratification of 
them: But Alexander, who had owed moft important 
obligations to the king, but who plainly faw, that thefe 
laws were calculated to eftablifh the independancy of 
‘England on the papacy, and of the royal power on the 
. f Hilt. Quad. p. 38. Hoveden, ps 493. & Fitz-Steph. p. 35+ 
Epift, St. Thom. p. 25. B Fitz Steph, p. 45. Hilt. Quads ps 39% 
Gervale, p. 1386, E 


clergy, 


396 HIS TOR YSOF ENGEAND. 


ndemned. them. in the ftrongeft terms; abro- 


jected thie There were only 
le alt ieaportant, which, for the fake of 


t he might hope for 


a hiprted 
en ne. opierved, 


tin an oppofition, expre > deepeft forrow for 


and endeay oured to engage all the other 
y to adhere to their common rights, | 


iaftical peidlewass in which he repre- 


cee ai } 
ana to. the ecclef 
- 


fented the intereft and honour of God to be fo deeply 


ewe 


- He redoubled his aufterities in order to pu- 


himfelf for his criminal affent to the conftitutions of 
Clarendon: He proportioned his difcipline to the enor- 
mity of his fuppofed offence: And he refufed to exercife 


any part-of his archiepifcopal funtion, till he fhould re- ’ 
ccive abfolution from the pope, which was re eadily granted 
him. Henry, informed of his prefent difpofitions, re~ 
folved to take vengeance for this refractory behaviour ; 
and he attempted to cruth him, by means of that very 
power which Becket made fuch merit in fupporting. . He 
applied to the pope, that he fhould grant the com: peg 
of legate in his dominions to the arc hbifhop of Yor 


but Ales xander, as politic as he, though he granted ‘ie 
coran 


the leg 
g 


bithop of Canterbury}: And the king, findi: 


annexed a claufe, that it fhould not impower 


execute any act in prejudice of the arch- 


ng how fruit> 
lefs fuch an authority would: prove, fent back the com- 
miffion by the fame meflenger who brought it *, 

Tue) primate, however, who found himfelf till ex- 
poicd to the king’s indignation, endeavoured twice to 
efcape ecretly from the kingdom; but was as often de- 
tained by cont rary winds: And Henry haftened to make 
him feel the effects of an obftinacy, which -he deemed fo 


cn 


1 Epift, St, Thom, p. 33, 14, k Hoveden, p. 493, Gervafe, 
Pe 1388. 


criminal, 


nt fone Y 


eriminal. He inftigated John, marefchal of the exche- 

quer, to fue Recker in the archiepifcopal court for fome 
lands, part of the manor of Pageham; and to appeal 
from thence to the king’s court for juftice’. On the day 
appointed for trying the caufe, the primate fent four 
knights, to reprefent certain irregularities in John’s ap- 
peal ; and at the fame time to excufe himfelf, on account of 
ficknefs, for not appearing perfonally that day in the court. 
This flight offence (if it even deferve that name) was're+ 
prefented as a grievous contempt; the four knights were 
menaced, and vith difficulty efcaped being fent to prifon, 
as offeri ‘g falfehoods to the court *; and Henry, being 
determined to pr cl he utmoft, fummoned 
at Northampton a great council, which he propofed to 


9 ee. 


make the inftrument of his vengeance inft this inflex~ 


ible prelate, 
THE king hi ! 
hicheft offices, had honourec 


and friendfhip, had trufted to his affiftance in forwarding 
his favourite project againit Jerey.; and when he 
found him become of a fudden t rie 

while every one befide cx 


and indignation 2¢ 


the difappointment, 
ingratitude, tranfported him beyond all boun 
ration; and there feems ive entercd more eer 
than of juftice or even of policy 

tion™. The barons, notwitt and 

cil voted whatever fentence he was pleafed 
them ; and the bifhops themfelves, who 

a feeret favour to Becket, and regarded | 


tvr of their privileges, concurred with 
defien of opprefling their primate. 
¥ . 7 arth 
urge, that his court was proceeding with the utmioft 
1 Hoveden, pi 4o4. M. Paris, p. 72. Diceto,. p. 537+ 
* Sze note [R ] at the end of the volume. a 
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Cc HAP. gularity and juftice in trying the marefchal’s caufe, which, 


Vil, 


med aoe he faid, would appear, from the fheriff’s tefti-. 


1164, 


mony, to be entirely unjuft and iniquitous: ‘That he 
himfelf had difcovered no cor ntempt of the king’s court ; 
but on the contrary, by fending four | knights to aoa 
his abfence, had virtually acknowledged its authority : 
That he alfo, in conf fequence of the ] king’s fiat 
perfonally appeared at prefent in the great council, ready 
to jultify his caufe againit the marefchal, and to fubmit 
his conduct to their en quiry and jurifdiction : That even 
fhould he be found to have be een guilt os of non-appearance, 
the laws had affixed a very flight penalty to that offence : 
And that, as he was an inhabitant of isles where his 
archiepifcopal palace was feated, he was is_by law entitled 
to fome greater indulgence than uta in the rate of his 
fine”. Notwithftandine thefe pleas, he was condemned 
as guilty of a contempt of the king’s court, and as want- 
ing in the fealt y which he had fworn to his fovereign ; all 
hig gcods and eect were confifcated°; and that this 
triumph over the church might be carried to the utmott, 

Henry, bifhop of W inchefter, the prelate who had been 
fo powerful in the former reictr 1, Was, in fpite of his re- 
monitrances, obliged, by order of the court, to pronounce 
the fentence againft himr, The primate fubmitted to 
the decree ; and all the prelates, except Folliot, bifhop of 
London, who paid court to the king by this fingularity, 
became furetics for him, It is 8 remarkable, that feveral 
Norman barons voted in this council; and we may con- 
clude, with fome probability, that a like practice had 
prevailed in many of the great councils fummoned fince 

the conqueft. For the con ee ouy hiftorian, who has 
given us a full account of thefe tranfaftions, does not 


1 Fitz-Steph. p. 375 42- 


, Quad. P. 47. Hoveden, Pp. 494 
Gervafe, p. 1389. 


Tope 


e q Ibid. p, 375 
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mention this circumftance as any wife fingular'; and © HAPs 
Becket, in all his fubfequent remonftrances with regard Wow, 
‘to the fevere treatment, which he had met with, never "#6 
founds any objection on an irregularity, which to us ap- 
pears very palpable and flagrant. So little precifion, 
was there at that time in the government and confti- 
tution ! 

Tne king was not content with this fentence, how- 
ever violent and oppreffive. Next day, he demanded of 
Becket the fum of three hundred pounds, which the pri- 
mate had levied upon the honours of Eye and Berkham, 
while in his pofleffion. Becket, after premifing that he 
wasnot obliged to anfwer to this fuit, becaufe it was not 


4) Sage teat ele 


contained in his fummons ;, after remarking, that he had 
expended more than that fum in the repairs of thofe 
caftles and of the royal palace at London ; exprefled 
however his refolution not to allow money to be any 
ground of quarrel between him and his fovereigr : He 
agreed to pay the fum; and immediately gave fureties for 
its. In the fubfequent meeting, the king demanded five 
hundred marks, wsiclah 1e affirmed, he had Ient Becket 
during the war at Thouloufe*; and another fum to the 
fame amount, for which that prince had been furety for 

him to a Jew. Immediately after thefe two claims, he 
preferred a third of ftill greater importance: He required 


him to give in the accounts of his adminiftration while 


chancellor, and to pay the balance due from t 
of all the prelacies, abbics, and baronies, whi ic 
during that time, been fubjeéted to his manager 
Becket obferved, that, as this demand was t eth unex- 
pected, he had not come prepared to anfwer it; but he 
required a delay, and pror mifed in that cafe to give fatis- 
faétion. ‘The king infifted upon fureties ; and Becket 
¥ Fitz Steph. p. 36. s Tbid, e t Hitt, Quad, p. 476 
@ Hoveder,p. 494. Diceto, p- §37- 
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: : “3 ee 
-defired leave to confult with his fuffragans in a café of 


fuch importance ”. 
Ir is apparent, from the known chara&ter of Henryj 


and from the ufual vigilance of his government, that, when 


he promoted Becket to the fee of Canterbury, he was, on 
good grounds, well pleafed with his adminiftration in thé 
former high office, a which he had entrufted him; 
aiid that, even if that pr 


ae ; Fe 
yond the income of his place, the king was fatished that 


iad diflipated moriey be- 


his expences were not blameable, and had in the main 
heen calculated for his fervice*. Two years had fince 
lapfed ; no demand had during that time been made upon 
him; it was not till the quatrel arofe concerning eccles 
fiaftical privileges, that “the claim was ftarted, and the 
primate was, of a fudden, required to produce accounts 
of fuch intricacy and extent before a tribunal, which had 
fhown a determined refolution to ruin and opprefs gan 
‘To find fureties, that he fhould anfwer fo boundlefs an 
uncertain a claim, which in the king’s eftimation amount- 
ed to 44,000 marks ¥, was impracticable; and Becket’s 
fuffra 
him, in fuch a critical emergency. By the advice of the 


ans were extremely at a lofs what counfel to give 


bithop of Winchefter he offered two thoufand marks asa 


general fatisfa€tion for all demands: But this offer was 
rejected by the king... Some prelates exherted him to 
refign his fee, on condition of receiving an ed, 
Oiled were of opinion, that he ought to fubmit himfelf 


entirely to the king’s mercy*: But the primate, thus 


pufhed to the utmoft, had too much courage to fink un- 
dsr oppreffion : He determined to brave all his enemie eS, 
to truft to the facrednefs of his character for protection, 


to involve his caufe with that of God and religion, and 


to ftand the utmoft efforts of royal indignation, 
W Fitz Steph. p. 38, * Hoveden, p. 495. Y Epit. 
St. Thom. p. 315. 2 Fitz Steph, p, 33. 4 Fitz Steph, 


P- 99, Gervale, p. 1390. 
AFTER 


hf ew oR Yo ot 


is 


Arter a few days, fpent in deliberation, Becket went 
to church, and faid mafs, where he had prev ioufly ordered 
that the introit to the communion fervice fhould begin 
with thefe words, Princes fat and fpake againf? me; the 
paflage appointed for the martyrdom of St. Stephen, whom 
the primate thereby tacitly pretended to refemble in his 
fufferings for the fake of righteoufnefs. He went thence 
to court arrayed in his fucted veitments: As foon as he 
arrived v ‘thin the palace gate he took the crofs into his 
own hands, bore it aloft as his protection, arid marched 
in that pofture into the royal apartments *. The king, 
who was in an inner room, was aftonifhed at this parade, 
by which the primate feemed to menace him and his court 
with the fentence of excomimunication; and he fent fome 
of the prelates to remonftrate with him on account of fuch 
audacious behaviour. Thefe prelates complained to Eec- 
ket, that, by fubfcribing, himfelf, to the conftitutions of 
Clarendon; he had feduced them to imitate his example ; 
and that how, when it was too late, he pretended to 
fhake off all fubordination to the civil power, and ap- 
peared defirous of involving them in the guilt, which muft 
attend any violation of thofe laws, eftablifhed by their 
confent.and ratified by their fubfcriptions*. Becket re+ 
plied, that he had indeed fubfcribed the conftitutions of 


Clarendon, fegally, with good faith, and without eee or 


referve ; but in thefe words was virtually implied a filvo 
for thé rights of their order, which, being sacha with 
the caufe of God and his church, could never be relin- 
quifhed by their oaths and engagements: That if he and 
they had.erred, in refigning the ecclefiaftical privileges, 
the beft atonement they could now make was to retract 
their confent, which in fuch a cafe could never be obli- 
gatory, and to follow the pope’s authority, who had fo- 


b Fitz-Steph. p. go. Hift. Quad. p. 53. Hoveden, p. 404. Neuter, 
p- 394. Epit. St, Thom. p. 43. © Fitz-Steph. p. 35. 
Vou. I, Dd lemnly 


402 


CHAP 
VI, 


pe ed 


11646 


402 HISTORY F ENGLAND. 


f Clarendon, and had 
-y had taken to 


1164. obferve them: That a determined refolution was eyi- 


dently embraced to opprefs the church; the ftorm had 


firft broken upon ee for a flight offence, and which 
too was even falfely iim, he had been tyran- 


nically 


‘2 malay Bandas 
vous penalty ; a new and un- 


Bie. ak. was fince ftarted, 
pect no juitice; and 


tined Vv ict 


firi€ily inhibited’them 


his fuffragans, from. af4 


fitting at any fuch tri giving their fanction to any 


fentence 2 put himfelf and his fee -un- 


der the protection of the fupreme pontiff; and appealed 
Pe 


againft any penalty, which his iniquitous judges 


« proper to infli€t upon him: And that, how- 


nation of fo great a monarch ag 


5 


ever terrible the indi 


Henry, his fword could only kill the body; while that of 
< 9 - d 

the church, entrufted into the hands of the primate, could 

kill the foul, a throw the difobedient into infinite and 


eternal perdition ¢ 


APPEALS to the pope, even in ecclefiaftical caufes, had 
been abolifhed by the conftitutions of Clarendon, and 
were become criminal by law; but an appeal in a civil 
caufe, fuch as the king’s demand upon Becket, was a 
practice altogether new and unprecedented$ tended di- 
rectly to the fubverfion of the government; and could 
receive no colour of excufe, except from the determined 


refolution, which was but too apparent, in Henry and 
the great council, to effeCtuate, without juftice, but un- 


rg 


der colour of law, the total rain of the inflexible pri- 


Fite. Stoy} 4 e 6 Th 3,4 
Fitz Steph, P 4% 44, 45, 4% Hit, Quad, p, 57, Hoveden, Ps 495s 
M, Paris, p. 72." Epift, St. Thom. p. 45, 195, 
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mate. The king, having now obtained a pretext fo much € H A Py 


tnore plaufible for his visbencs: would probably have pufhed 


this affair to the utmoft extremity againft him ; but Becket 


gave him no leifure to conduct the vainenions He re- 
fufed fo much as to hear the fentence, which the barons; 
fitting apart from the bifhops, and joined to fome theriffs 


and barons of the fecond r ©, had given upon the 
king’s claim : He departed from the palace; afked Hen- 


KOO 


ry’s immediate permiffion to leave Northampten ; and 


upon meeting with a refufal, he withdrew fecretiy ; wan+ 
dered about in difguife for fome time; and at laft took 
fhipping and arrived fafely at Grayelines. 

Tue violent and unjuft prefecution of Becket, had a 
natural tendency to turn the public favour on his fide, 
and to make men forget his former ingratitude towards 
the king, and his departure from all oaths and engage- 
ments; as well as the enormity of thofe ectlefiattical pri- 
vileges, of which he affected to be the champion. There 
were many other reafons, which procured him counte- 
nance and protection in foreign countries: Philip; eark 


igi 


of Flanders‘, and Lewis; king of France ®, jealous of 
the rifing greatnefs of Henry, 
him difturbance in his government: Forgetting that this 


were well pleafed to giye 


was the common caufe of princes, they affected to pity 
extremely the condition of the exiled primate; and the 
»e pe 


latter even honoured him with a vifit-at Soiffons, in which 
city he had invited him to fix his refidence*. ‘The pope, 


X 
whofe interefts were more immediately concerned in fup- 
na 


porting him, gave acold reception to a magnificent embafly, 


which Henry fent to accufe him; whi ie Becket himfelfy 


e Fitz-Steph. p. 46. This hiftorian ts feppofed to mean the mére confi- 
erable vaflals of the chief barons : Thefe had no title to fit in the great coun- 
cil, and the giving them a place there was a sats irregularity ; Which 


- he “ ’ - at 
however is not infifted on in any of Becket’s remonftratices. A farther proof 


how little fixed the conftitution was at that ‘ime! ! f Epift. Sts 


} 


Thom. p. 35 & Ibid. p. 36s 37% b Hit, Quad. p. 76: 
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c Sin. P. who had come to Sens, in order to juftify his caufe be- 
eae fore the fovereign pontiff, was received with the greateft 


116} marks of diftinétion. ‘The king, in revenge, fequeftered 
the revenues of Canterbury; and by a conduct, which 
might be efteemed arbitrary, had there been at that tinie 
any regular check on royal authority, he banifhed all the 
primate’s relations and domeftics, to the number of four 
hundred, whom he obliged to fwear, before their depar- 
Bares that they would inftantly join their pation But 

this policy, by which Henry endeavoured to reduc e Becket 
fooner to peselbry, loft its effe& : The pope, when they 
arrived beyond fea, abfolved them from their oath, and dif- 
tributed them among the convents in France and Flanders : 
A refidence was affiened to Becket himfelf in the convent 
of Pontigny, where he lived for fome years in great mag- 
nificence, partly from a penfion gr ranted him on the re 
venues of that abbey, partly from remittances made him 
by the French monarch. 


165, 1E more to ingratiate himfelf with the pope, Becket 
ER into his hands the fee of Canter bury, to which, 
he affirmed, he had been uncanonically elected, by the 
authority of the royal mandate; and Alexander in~ his 
turn, befides invefting him anew with that dignity, pre- 
tended to abrogate by a bull the fentence, which the - 
great council of England had pafled againft him. Henry, 
after attempting in vain to procure a conference with the. 
pope, who departed foon after for Rome, whither the 
profperous condition of his affairs now invited him ; made. 
provifions againit the confequences ort that breach, which 
impended between his kingdom and the apoftclie fee. 
He iffued orders to his jufticiaries, inhibiting, under-fe~ 


vere penaltics, all appeals to the pope or archbifhop ; for- 
bidding any one to receive any sade fram them, or 
apply in any cafe to their authority ; declaring it treafon- 


able 
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able to bring from either of them an interdi€& upon. the® Be 3 P. 
kingdom, and punifhable in fecular clergymen, by the -\— 
lofs of their eyes and by caftration, in regulars by am- 1165. 
putation of their feet, and in laics with death; and 
menacing with fequeftration and banifhment the perfons 
themfelves, as well as their kindred, who fhould pay 
obedience to any fuch interdict: And he farther obliged 
all his: fubjects to fwear to the obfervance of thofe orc ders i, 
Thefe were edi&s of the utmoft importance, affected the 
lives and properties of all the fubjects, and even changed, 
for the time, the national religion, by breaking off all 
communication with Rome: Yet were they enacted by 
the fole authority . the king, and were derived entirely 
from his will and p 
Tue fpiritual powers, which, in the primitive churclt, 

were, in a great meafure, dependant on the civil, 
by a gradual progrefs, reached an equality and independ- 
ance ;. and.though the limits of the two jurifdictions were 
dificult to afcertain or define, it was not impoffible, but, 
by moderation on both fides, government might ftill have 

een conducted, in that imperfect and irregular manner 
which ‘attends all human inftitutions. But as the igno- 
rance of the age encouraged the ecclefiaftics daily to ex- 
tend their privileges, and even to advance maxims totally 
incompatible with civil Sib erp «; Henry had thought 
it high time to put an end to their pretenfions, and form- 
ally, in a public council, to fix thofe powers which 
pacar to the magiftrate, and which he was for the 


future d¢ ined to maintain. In this attempt, he was 
led'to re-ctablifh cuftoms, which, though antient, were 


beginning to be abolifhed by a contrary practice, and 
mx bs “ye 
which were {till more ftrongly oppofe ed by the prevailing 


i if. Quad. p. $8,167. Hoveden, p. 495- M. Paris; p. 73+ 
k Quis dubiser, fays Becket to the king, facerdotes Chrifii regum ct princt~ 
gum umniumgue fidelium paires st maipros vevferi., Epi, St. Thom, 
Pp» 97> 348. : es 
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Principle, therefore, 


: 1 1 nd 1 
power on the other; and if the 


Anil, nent 
tuated Dy Co 


e, more than by 


prefent intereft, the controverfy mutt foon, by the gene- 
p y g 


have been decided 


ral defeé 


‘rd this event, 
2 icainft the violence 
compared himfelf to Chrift, 


oy a lay tribunal’, and wh 


was 


ew in the prefent oppreffions under 


which fe took it for granted, 
is caufe was the caufe of 
r of champion for the 
tended to be the fpiritual 


father of the king and all the people of England*: He 


that kings reign fclely by the authority 
And thouch he had thus torn off the 


fide, than that prince had en 
the other, he feemed itil, from the general favour borne 


him by the ecclefiaftics, to have all the advantage in 
j g 


ight employ the 


in his hands, 


1 j 1 
he made _ ad- 
seror, Frederic 


Barbarofla, who was engaged in violent 


ler; he difcovered fome intentions 
i TTT 


of acknowlec afcal lil. the prefent anti-pope, who 


was protected by that emperor ; and by thefe expedients 
he endeavoured to terrify the enterprifing, though pru- 
g g 


} ‘ a 3g 
gent pontur, irc 


ding to extremities againft him, 


1 Epift, St. Thom. p. 6 
n Fitz-Stepl 
Append, No 56, 


p 4976 


5, 194. m Fhid. p..29, 30, 31,2 


ce 


St. Thom. 52, 148. 


Bor 
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Bur the violence of Becket, ftill more than the na- © H AP. 


ture of the controverfy, kept affairs from remaining long 
in fufpenfe between the parties. “That prelate, inftigated 
by revenge, and animated by the prefent glory attending 
his fituation, pufhed matters to a decifion, and iffued 
outa cenfure, excommunicating the king’s chief mini- 
fters by name, and comprehending in general all tliofe 
who favoured or obeyed the conftitutions of Clarendon : 
Thefe conftitutions: he abrogated and annulled; he ab- 
folved all men from the oaths which they had taken to 
obferve’ them ;° and: he fufpended the fpiritual thunder 
over Henry himfelf, only that the prince migh 
blow by a timely repentance P. 

THe fituation of Henry was fo unhappy, that he could 
employ no expedient for faving his minifters from this 
sitible cenfure, but by appealing to the pope himfelf, 
‘and sens recourfe toa tribunal, whofe authority he had 

in this very article of appeals, 
aa hich he Sees was =f deeply engaged on the fide 
of his fary. _ But even this expedient was not likely 


to be ae at Becket had obtained from the pope 


a legantine commiffion over England ; and in virtue of 


that authority, which admitted of no appeal; he fum- 
moned the bifhops of London, Salifbury, and others, to 
attend him, and ordered, under pain ‘of excommuni- 
cation, the ecclefiaftics, fequeftered on his account, to 
be reftored in two months to all their benefices. But 
John of Oxford, the king’s agent with the pope, had 
the addrefs to’ procure orders for fufpending this fentence ; 
and he gave the pontiff fuch hopes of a {peedy recon- 
cilement between the king and Becket, that two legates, 
Williim of Pavia and Otho, were fent to Normandy, 
where the king then refided, and endeavoured to find 


P Fitz-Steph. p. 56. Hift, Quad. p. 93. - M- Paris, p. 74+ Beaulieu 
Vie de St, Thom, p, 213. Epift. Thom. p. 149; 429s Hoveden, Pp» 499» 
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C HA P. expedients for that purpofe. But the pretenfions of the fa 
Mica parties were, as yet, too oppofite to admit of an accom- é 
1196. modation: The king required, that all the conftitutions : 
of Clarendon fhould be ratified: Becket, that, previoufly. iy 
to any agreement, he and his adherents fhould be reftored th 
to their pofleffions : And as the legates had no power to ty 
pronounce a definitive fentence on either fide, the nego- Ps 

tiation foon after came to nothing. The cardinal ef 
Pavia; alfo, being much attached to Henry, took care to in 
protract the negotiation ; to mitigate the pope, by the a 
accounts which he fent of that prince’s condu@t;. and to th 
procure -him every poffible indulgence from the fee of of 
Rome, About this time, the king had alfo the addrefs to fc 
obtain a difpenfation: for the marriage of his third-fon, ni 
Geoffrey, with the heirefs of Britanny; a conceffion, e 
which, confidering Henry’s demerits towards the church, fi 
gave creat fcandal both to Becket, and to his zealous of 
patron, the king of France. W 
Tue intricacies of the feudal law had, in that age, f 
4167. i 4 BG stl Ca : ‘ gt 
rendered the boundaries of power between the prince and i 

his vaflals, and between one prince and’ another, as un- 
certain as thofe between the crown and the mitre; and 
all wars took their origin from difputes, which, had 
there been any tribunal poflefled of power to enforce their i 
decrees, ought to have been decided only before a court i, 
of judcature. Henry, in profecution of fome contro- : i 
verfies, in which he was involved with the count of ee 
Auvergne, a vaflal of the dutchy of Guienne, had in- } 
vaded the territories of that count ; who had recourfe to : 
the king of France, his fuperior Jord, for protection, and : 
thereby kindled a war between the two monarchs. But : 
this war was, as ufual, no lefs feeble in its operations, f 
than it was frivolous in its caufe and obje& ; and after y 
oceafioning fome mutual depredations 4, and fome infurrec- Fa Sl 


9 Hoveden, p. 517. M. Paris, p. 75. Diceto, p, 547. Gervale, 
P1402; 1403» Robert de Monte, 
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tions among the barons of Poictou and Guienne, was 
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terminated by a peace. ‘The terns of this peace were Cw, 


rather difadvantageous to Hefry, and prove, that that 
prince had, by reafon of his conteft with the church, loft 
the fuperiority, which he had hitherto maintained over 
the crown of France: An additional motive to him for 
accommodating thofe differences, 

THe pope and the king began at laft to perceive, that, 
in the prefent fituation of affairs, neither of them could 
expect a final’ and decifive vidtory over the other, and. 
that they had more to fear than to hope from the duration 
of the coritroverfy, Though the vigour of Heanry’s 
government had confirmed his authority in all his domi- 
nions, his throne might be fhaken by a. fentcnce of 
excommunication ; and if England itfelf could, by its 
fituation, be more eafily guarded againft the contagion 
of fuperftitious prejudices, his French provinces at leaft, 
whofe communication was open with the neighbouring 
ftates, would be much expofed, on that account, to fome 
great revolution or convulfionr. He could not, there- 
fore, reafonably imagine, that the pope, while he retain- 
ed fuch a check upon him, would formally recognize 
the conftitutions of Clarendon, which both put an end 
to papal pretenfions in England, and would give an ex~- 
ample to other flates of afferting a like” indepetidancy *. 
Pope Alexander, on the other hand, being fill engaged 
in dangerous wars with the emperor Frederic, might 
yuflly apprehend, that Henry, rather than relinquifh 
claims of fuch importance, would join the party of his 
enemy ; ‘and as the trials hitherto made of the fpiritual 
weapons by Becket had not fucceeded to his expecta- 
tion, and every thing had remained quiet in all the king’s 
dominions, nothing feemed impoffible to the capacity and 
vigilance of fo great a monarch. The difpofition of 
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om 
produced frequent attem; owards 
but as both parties ki that the 


the difpute could not then be terminated, they entertained 


a perpetual j ealoufy of each other, and were anxious not 
leaft advyz in the negotiation. The 


yratian and \ ne received a com- 


ith the king 


] 
» €ndeavour a reco 


differences feemed.to be 


rs 


a falvo 


ign the treaty, wi 
e fuch umbrage to Becket, 


he end, became fruitlefs, and the 


i; aoe 
nO 


the king’s mini- 


was conducted at Montmirail, 


Ons were rene 


in the prence 0 of the king of France and the French 


here Becket alfo offered to make his fubmif- 
fions, As a falvp to the honour of God, and the 
liberties of the church; w 


for a like Dye was 


extremely offenfive to the kine, anc 


rendered the treaty 


Nekver es ee: tere oa 
IFtiVe. #x tnirad con 


under the fame mediation, 


was broken off, by Becket’s infifting on a like referve in 


oe ae 
a fourtl 


=) 


wine when all 
imate expected 
1 to receive Ete kifs of 
peace, which it was ufual ae princes to grant in thofe 
times, and which was regarded as a fure plec ge of for- 
givenefs, Henry refufed him that honour; under pre- 


tence, that,. during his sr, he had made.a rafh vow 


to that purpofe. This farmality ferved, among fuch 
jealous {pirits, to prevent the conclufion of the treaty ; 
and though the difficulty was attempted to be overcome 
by a Pieotion which the pope granted to Henry from 


his rafh vow, that prince could not be prevailed of to 


depart from the refolution which he had taken. 
fw one of thefe conferences, at which the French king 
fent, Henry faid to that monarch; ‘¢ There have 
&* been 


Fv 
= 
o 


=< 


Ait 


&¢ been many hinge of England, fome of greater, fome € HA Fy 
I 


re VUL 
nave A 

1av o been 

ly and cond men, 16g. 


es s authority thar ee at: There 


se oud enti titled to every kind of aay Let Becket but 
<< a& towards me with the fame fubmiflion, which the 


<< oreateft of his pre sdeceflors have paid to the leaft of 
“© mine, and there fhall be no controverfy between us.” 
Lewis was fo ftruck with this flate of the cafe, and with 
an offer which Henry made to fubmit his caufe to the 
French clergy, that he could not for bear condemning the 
primate, and withdrawing his friendfhip from him dunia 
fome time: But the bigotry of that prince, and the 

common animofity againft Henry, foon produced a re~ 


newal of their former good correfpondence, 


At. difficulties were at lait adjufted between the 117% 

22d Julys 
parties ; and the king allowed Becket to return, on condi- July 
rable and advan- 


tions which may be - efteemed both honour: 


tagcous to that prelate. He was not required to give up Compromife 
withBecket. 


any rights of the church, or refign any of thofe preten- 
fions, “whic ch had been the original ground of the contro- 
verfy. It was agreed, that all the fe quaens fhould be 
buried in oblivion; but that Becket and his adherents 
fhould, without making further fubmiffions, be reftored 
to all their livings, and that even the poffeflors of fuch 


benefices as depended on the fee of Canterbury, and had 


been filled during the primate’s abfence, fhould be ex 


iberty to fupply the vacancies *. 


pelled, and Becket have | 
In return for conceffions, which Saree fo deeply on 
i ry reaped only 


he honour and dignity of t he crown, Henry 
t > ) 


the advantage of “fe nae his minifers abfolved from the 


fentence of excommunication denounced againft them, 


the interdiét, which, if thefe hard 


and of preventing 
splied with, was ready to be 


conditions had not been com 
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laid on all his dominions *. It was eafy to fee how much 
he dreaded that event, when a prince of fo high a fpirit 
could fubmit to terms fo difhonourable, in order to pre- 
vent it. So anxious was Henry to accommodate all dif- 
ferences, and to reconcile himfelf fully with Becket, 


that he took the moft extraordinary fteps to flatter 


his ‘ 
id ore cr 
vanity; and even on one occafion humiliated himifelf fo 


far as to hold the ftirrup of that haughty prelate, while he 


Uv the king attamed not even that temporary tran- 


illity, which he had hoped to’ reap from thefé expe- 


—_ 


oF st heat of 


rrel with 


Af 


interdict to be laid 
excommunication to 
be denounced acaintt his sche he hac 
fa Ac : 

dént: to hz 


s fon, prince Henry, 


in the royalty, and to make him be crowr fed 


the hands of Roger eer »p of York. By this pre- 


faution, he both enfured' the fuccefiion of that prince, 


which, confidering the many paft irregularities in that 


or 
a 


4 . 
point, could Rot 14) fomewhat precarious 5 


and he preferved at leaft his family on the throne, if the 


fentence of excommunication fhould have the effeét which 
= ; ; 
he dreaded, and fiould make his fubje&s renounce their 


rh this defen we 


with the utmoft expedition and fecrecy, Becket, before 


allegiance to- him: 


it was carried into execution, had got intelligence of ies 
and being defirous of obftru@ing all Henry’s meafures, 
as well’ as anxious to prevent ae affront to himfelf, who 
pretended a fole right, as archbifhop of Canterbury, ta 
officiate in’ the coronation, he had inhibited all the pre- 


Og: 


Jates of England’ from afifting at this ceremony, had 


* Hift. Quad. p. 104, Brompton, p. 1062. Gervafe, p. 1408. Epift. 
St. Thom. p. 704, 705, 906, 707, 79 
¥ Epitt. 45. libsrs. 
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procured 
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procured a mandate to the fame purpofe from the pope #,¢ HA Ps 
and had incited the king of France to proteft againft the OS gc 
coronation of young Henry, unlefs the princefs, daugh+ 4179- 
ter of that monarch, fhould at the fame. time receive the 

royal unction, There prevailed in that age an opinion, 

which was akin to its other fuperftitions, that the royal 

unétion was eflential to the exercife of royal power*: It 

was therefore natural both for the king o f France, -care- 

ful of his daughter the princefs Margaret’ eftablifhment, 

and for Becket, jealous of his own ¢ emit rity, to demand, 

in the treaty with Henry, fome fatisfaction in this ¢fen- 

tial point. Henry, after apologizing to Lewis for the 


omiffion with 1 eg to Margaret, oan excufing it on 
fecr 


account of the at and difpatch requifite for conduct- 


ing that meafure,’ p omifed that the ceremony fhould be 
again renewed in 2 Paaik both of i 
cefs : And he affured Becket, that, be 
acknowledgments of Roger and the ot 
feeming affront put on the fee of Canterbury, he the 
as a farther fatisfaction, recover his rig 
in this coronation. But the violent fpirit of 
elated by the power of the church, and by the victory 
‘ which he oat already obtained over his fovereign, was 


not content with this voluntary compenfation, but re- 

folved to make the injury, which he pretended to have 
Voae he I 

fuffered, a handle for taking revenge on all his enemies. 


On his arrival in England, he met the archbifhop of 
i 


York and the bifhops of London and Salifbury, who 
_were on their journey to the king in Normandy : He no- 


tified to the Sa a the fentence o f fufpenfion, and to 


the two bifhops th: 


folicitation, the pope had pr them.  Re- Becket’s re» 
: + rc + Pe “44 tucn teem 
ginald de Warcnne, and Gervafe de Combill, twoOf, siqmene. 


the king’s minifters, who were empsoye¢ on their duty 


¢ 
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€ L abe P-in Kent, afked him, on hearing of this bold attempty 
«—— whether he meant to bring fire and fword into the king- 
1170 dom? But the primate, heedlefs of the reproof, pro# 
ceeded, in the moft oftentatious manner, to take pofleffion 

of his sini In penn and all the towns through 


which he paffed, he wa ed with the fhouts and ac- 


177) 
bet 
om 
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clamations of the populace. As he approached South- 


men of all ranks: and ages, 


wark, the clergy, tl 


came forth to meet him, and celebrated with hymns of joy £ 
vegas ; } : Clare 
his triumphant entrance. And though he was’ obliged 
I 5 eo? ho 9 
by order of the young prince, who refided at Woodftoke, re 
And 


to return to his ¢ diocefe, he found that he was not mif- 

aken, when he reckoned upon the higheft venerati 

tak I he reckoned upon the hicheft veneration of 

the public towards his perfon and his dignity. He pro- 
i ete) 

ceeded, therefore, with the more courage to dart his fpi- 


ritual thunders : He iflued the fentence of excommunica- 
* ‘ +t: na <4 1 event: 
tion againft Robert de Broc, and Nigel de Sackville, ») 


with many others, who either had a Mifted at the corona- 


tion of the young prince, or been active in the late perfe- 


éution of the exiled clergy. This violent meafure, by a 
which he, in effect, denounced war againft the king ba 


at 


1only afcribed to the vindictive difpofi- 


himfelf, is con 


tion and imperious character of Becket ; ‘but as this pre- 
Ixte was alfo a man of acknowledged abilities, we are’ a 
not, in his paffions alone, to look for the caufe of his pation 
conduct, when he proceeded to thefe extremities againft 
his enemies. His fagacity had led him to difcover all 


Henry’s intentions ; and i purpofed, by this bold and 


unexpected aflault, to prevent the execution of them. ue ¢ 
Tue king, from his experience of the difpofitions of hs 
his people, was become sible, that his enterprize had 
Been too’bold, in eftablifhing the conftitutions of Claren2 th 
_don, in defining all the branches of royal: power, and in IW 
endeavouring to extort from the church of England, as tug 
as well as from the pope, an exprefs avowal;of thefe dif- 
puted prerogatives, Confcious alfo of his own violenice, . 


7 in 


H EN 


mY Il. 


im attempting to break or fubdue the inflexible sons 


he was not difpleafed to undo that meafure, whic ctl 
given his enemies fuch advantage againit him , = he 
was'contented, that the controverfy fhould terminate in 


that ambiguous manner, which was the utmoft that 


princes, in thofe ages, could hope to attain in_their dif- 
putes with the fee of Rome.’ Though he dropped for the 
prefent, the profecution of Becket, he ftill referved to 
himfelf the right of maintaining, t sae the conftitutions of 
Clarendon, the original ground of the quarrel, were both 
the ancient a and the prefent law of “the realm: 
And though he Saas that the papal clergy aflerted them 
to be impious in themfelves, as well as abrogated by the 

_fentence of the fovereign pontiff, he propofed, in fpite of 
their clamours, fteadily to put shoots laws in execution », 
and to truft to his own ability, and to the courfe of 
events, for fuccefs in that perilous enterprize. He hoped, 
that Becket’s experience of a fix years’ exile would, after 
his pride was fully gratified by his reftoration, be fufficient 
to teach him more referve in his oppofition: Or if any 
controverfy arofe, he expected thenceforth to engage in a 
more favourable caufe, and to maintain with advantage, 
while the primate was now in his power‘, the ancient 
and undoubted cuftoms of the kingdom againft the ufur+ 
pations of the clergy. But Becket, determined not to 


betray the ecclefiaftical privileges by his connivance *, 
and apprehenfive left a prince of fuch profound policy, if 
allowed to proceed in his owg way, might probably in 
the end prevail, refolved to take all the advantage w hich 
his prefent viCtory gave him, and to difconcert the cau- 
tious meafures of the king, by the vehemence and rigour 
of his own conduét*. Affured of fupport. from Rome, 


he was little intimidated by dangers, which his courage 


taught him to defpife, and which, even if attended with 


b Epift. St. Thom. p. 337, 839. © FitzeStephe p. 65+ 
4 Epit, St, Thom. p. 345+ © Fitz-Steph. p. 74. 


the 


41g 


CHAP: 


Vill, 


ea tied 
1170. 


416 HISTORY OF ENGLAND: 


c 4S P: the moft fatal confequences, would ferve only to gratify 


—+—~ his ambition and thirft of glory ‘. 

1370» WHEN the fufpended and excommunicated prelates 
arrived at Baieux, where the king then refided, and com- 
plained to him of the violent proceedings of Becket, he 
inftantly perceived the confequences ; was fenfibie, that 
his whole ~ of operations was overthrown ; forefaw, 
that the dangerous conteft between the civil and fpiritual 
powers, a petit which he himfelf had firt rouzed, but 
which he had endeavoured, by all his late negotiations 
and conceffions, to appeafe, muft come to an immediate’ 
and decifive iflue; and he was thence thrown into the 
moft violent commotion. ‘The archbifhop of York re 
marked to him, that, fo long as Becket lived, he could 
never expect to enjoy peace or ee The king 
himfelf, being vehemently agitated, burft forth into an 
exclamation againft his fer rvants, whofe want of ‘zeal, he 
faid, had fo long left him expofed to the enterprizes of 
that ungrateful ied imperious prelates. Four gentlemen 
of his houfehold, Reginald Fitz-Urie, William de Traci, 
Hugh de Moreville, and Richard Brito, taking thefe paf- 
hoaait expreflions to be a hint for Becket’s death, im= 
mediately communicated their th oughts to: each other 5 

and fwearing to avenge their prince’s quarrel, focally 
withdrew from court’, Some menacing ane 

which they had deus d; B gave a fufpicion ise their defign 
: and the king difpatched a mefie 


ver after-them, dishes 
them to attempt na inft the perfon of the pri- 
mate’: But thefe orders arrived too late to prevent their 
fatal purpofe. ‘The four aflaffins, though they took dif- 
ferent roads to England, arrived nearly about the fame 
“4 7 1 . 
time .at. Saltwoode near Canterbury; and being there 
joined by fome affiftants, they proceeded in great hafte to 


f Epift. &t. Thom, p.'$18, 848. & Gervafe, p. rary. Parker, 
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the archiepifcopal palace. 


They found the primate, who © 
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trufted entirely to the facrednefs of his chatacter, TERY camped 


flenderly attended; and though they threw out many 
menaces and reproaches againft him, he was fo incapable 
of fear, that, without ufing any precautions againft their 
violence, he immediately went to St. Benediét’s church, 


1170, 


to hear vefpers. They followed him thither, attacked Decemb, 29. 
him before the altar, and having cloven his head with Rea 


Thomas a 


many blows, retired without meeting any oppofition, Becket. 


This was the tragical end of Thomas a Becket, a prelate 
of the moft lofty, intrepid, and inflexible fpirit, who was 
able to.cover, to the world and probably to himfelf; the 
enterprizes of pride and ambition, under the difguife of 
fan&tity and of zeal for the interefts of piety and religion : 
An extraordinary perfonage, furely, had he been allowed 
to remain in his firft ftation, and had directed the vehe- 
mence of his charaGter to the fupport of law and juftice ; 
inftead of being engaged, by the prejudices of the times, 
to facrifice all private duties and public connexions to'tyes, 
which he imagined, or reprefented, as fuperior to every 
civil and political confideration.. But no man, who en- 
ters into the genius of that age, can reafonably doubt of 
this prelate’s fincerity. The fpirit of fuperftition was fo 
prevalent, that it infallibly caught every carelefs reafoner, 
much more every one whofe intereft, and honour, and 
ambition, were engaged to fupport it. All the wretched 
literature of the times was inlifted on that fide: Some 
faint glimmerings of common fenfe might fometimes 
pierce through the thick cloud of ignorance, or what was 
wore, the illufions of perverted feience, which had bl. t- 
ted out the fun, ahd enveloped the face of nature: But 
thofe who preferved themfelves untainted by the general 
contagion, proceeded on no principles which they could 
pretend to juftify: They were more indebted to their 
total want of inftruction, than to their knowledge, if 


Vow. Ee they. 
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CH A P. they ftill retained fome fhare of underftanding : Folly was 
uw) poflefled of all the fchools as well. as all the churches 5 
1170. and her votaries aflumed the garb of philofophers together 


Grief 


with the enfigns of fpiritual dignities. Throughout that 
large collection of letters, which bears the name of St. 
Thomas, we find, in all the retainers of that afpiring 
prelate, no lefs than in himfelf, a moft entire and abfo- 
tute conviction of the reafon and piety of their own party, 
and a difdain of their antagonifts: Nor is there lefs cant 
and grimace in their ftile, when they addrefs each other, 
than when they compofe manifeftos for the perufal of the 
public. The fpirit of revenge, violence, and ambition, 
which accompanied their conduét, inftead of forming 2 
prefumption of hypocrify, are the fureft pledges of their 
fincere attachment to a caufe, which fo much flattered 
thefe domineering paffions. 
Henry, on the firft report of Becket’s violent mea- 
fures, had propofed to have him arrefted, and had already 
taken fome fteps towards the execution of that defign : 
But the intelligence of his murder threw that prince into 
great confternation ; and he was immediately fenfible of 
the dangerous confequences, which he had reafon to ap~ 
prehend from fo unexpected an event. An archbifhop of 
reputed fanétity, aflaffinated before the altar, in the ex- 
ercife of his function, and on account of his zeal in 
maintaining ecclefiaftical privileges, muft attain the higheft 
honours of martyrdom ; while his murderer would be 
ranked among the moft bloody tyrants,, that ever were 
expofed to the hatred and deteftation of mankind. Inter- 
dicts and excommunications, weapons in themfelves, fo 
terrible, would, he forefaw, be armed with double force,’ 
when employed in a caufe fo much calculated to work on 
the human paffions, and fo peculiarly adapted to the elo- 
quence of popular preachers and declaimers. In ‘vain 
would he plead his own innocence, and even. his total 
ignorance 
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fgnorance of the fact: He was fufficiently guilty, if the © H A Ps 
church thought proper to efteem him fuch: And his... 
church thought proper’to efteem him fuch: And. his 
concurrence in Becket’s martyrdom, becoming a reli- 4179. 
gious opinion, would be received with all the implicit 
credit, which belonged to the moft eftablifhed articles of 
faith, Thefe confiderations gave the king the moft un- 


, 
affected concern ; and as it was extremely his intereft to 


= clear himfelf from all fufpicion, he took no care to con 
ceal the depth of his: affiction*. He {hut himfelf up 
from the light of day and from all ‘commerce with his 
fervants: He even refufed during three days all food and 
fuftenance !: The ‘courtiers, ‘apprehending dangerous 
effe&ts from his defpair, were at laft obliged to break: in 
upon his folitude ; and they employed every topic Of 
Confelation, induced’ him ‘to accept.of nourifhment, .and 
occupied his leifure in’ taking precautions againft the 
confequences, which he fo juftly apprehended from. the 


o 


murder of the primate. 


‘Tue point of chief importarice-to Henry was to com 17% . 
Sai a - and fubmif= 
vince the pope of his innocence ; or rather, to perfuade fon of the 
i hat he would reap greater advantages from the fub- king: 
im, that n Ps res 
miffions of England than from proceeding to extremities 
avaintt. that kingdom, The archbithop of Roiien, the 
bifhovs of Worcefter and Evreux, with five perfons_of 
inferior quality, were immediately difpatched to Rome ™, 


and orders were giveht them to perform their journey with 


ts mo! 


the utmoft expedition. Though the name and authority 
of the court of Rome were {fo terrible in the remote coun- 
tries of Europe, which were funkin profound ignorance, 
aiid were entirely unacquainted with its character and 
conduct; the pope was fo little revered at home that his 
inveterate enemies furrounded the gates of Rome itifelf, 
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C H A P. and even controuled his government in that city; and thé 


enw ambafladors, who, from a diftant extremity of Europe, 


carried to him the humble, or rather abject fubmiffions of 
the greateft potentate of the age, found the utmoft diffi- 
culty to'make their way to him, and to throw themfelves 
at his feet.) It was at laft agreed, that Richard Barre, 
one of their number, fhould Jeave the reft behind, and 
run all the hazards of the paflage", in order to prevent 
the fatal confequences which might enfue from any delay 
in giving fatisfaction to his holinefs.. He found on his 
arrival, that Alexander was already wrought up to the 
greateft rage againft the king, that Becket’s partizans 
were daily ftimulating him to revenge, that the king of 
France had exhorted him to fulminate the moft dreadful 
fentence againit England, and that the very mention of 
Henry’s name before the facred college was received with 
every expreflion of horror and execration. The Thurf- 
day before Eafter was now approaching, when it is cufto- 
mary for the pope to denounce annual curfes againft all 
his enemies ; and it was expected, that Henry fhould, 
with all the preparations peculiar to the difcharge of that 
facred artillery, be folemnly comprehended in the num- 
ber. But Barre found means to appeafe the pontiff, and 
to deter him from a meafure which, if it failed of fuccefs, 
could:not afterwards be eafily recalled: ‘The anathemas 
were only levelled in general againft all the actors, ac- 
complices, and abettors of Becket’s murder. . The abbot 
of Valaffe, and the archdeacons of Salifbury and Lifieux, 
with others of Henry’s minifters, who foon after arrived, 
befides afferting their prince’s innocence, made oath 
before the whole confiftory, that he would ftand to the 


ie pice sll ays» : : 
5 yudoment in theafiair, and make every fu : 

popes j¥ce ree vans 1 make every fubmifiion, 
that fhould be required of him. ‘The terrible blow was 


thus artfully eluded ; the cardinals Albert and Theodin 
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were 
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were appointed legates to examine the caufe, and w 


though Henry’s foreign dominions were already laid un- 
der an interdict by the archbifhop of Sens, Becket’s oreat 
partizan, and the pope’s legate in France, the ceneral 
expectation, that the monarch would eafily exculpate 
himfelf from any concurrence in the guilt, kept every 0 
in fufpence, and prevented all the bad confequences, 
which might be dreaded from that fentence. 

Tue clergy, mean while, though their rage was hap- 
pily diverted from falling on the king, were not idle in 
magnifying the fanétity of Becket ; in extolling the me- 
rits of his martyrdom ; and in exalting Him above all 
that devoted tribe, who, in feveral ages, had, by their 

lood, cemented the fabric of the temple. Other faints 
had only borne teftimony in their fufferings to the g¢ 
ral doétrines of Chriftianity ; but Becket had facrificed 


1e= 


his life to the power and privileges of the clergy; and 
this peculiar merit challenged, and not in vain, a fuitable 
acknowledgment to his memory. Endlefs were the pa- 
negyrics on his virtues ; and the miracles, wrought by his 
reliques, were more numerous, more nonfenfical, and 
more impudently attefted, than thofe which ever filled 
the legend of any confeffor or martyr, “Iwo years after 
his death he was canonized by pope Alexander ; a folemn 
jubilee was eftablifhed for celebrating his merits ; his 
body was removed to a magnificent fhrine, enriched with 
prefents from all parts of Chriftendom ;: pilgrimages were 
performed to obtain his interceffion with heaven ; and it 
was computed, that, in one year, above a hundred thou- 
fand: pilgrims arrived in Canterbury, and paid their de- 
votions at his tomb. It is indeed a mortifying reflection 
to thofé who are aCtuated by the love of fame, fo jufly 
denominated the laft infirmity of noble minds, that the 
wifetlegiflator and moft exalted genius, that ever I¢- 
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P. formed or enlightened the world, can never expect fuch 


‘ , tributes of praife, as are lavifhed on the memory of 


pretended faints, whofe whole condué& was probably, 
the laft degree, odious or contemptible, and whofe induf- 
try was entirely directed to the purfuit of objects perni- 
cious to mankind. It is only a conqueror, a perfonage 
no lefs intitled to our hatred, who can pretend to the at- 
tainment of equal renown and glory. 

Ir may not be amifs to remark, before we conclude 
this fubject of Thomas a Becket, that the king, during 
his controverfy with that prelate, was on every seeten 
more anxious than ufual to exprefs his zeal for religion, 
and to avoid-all appearance of a profane negligence on 
that head, He gave his confent to the impolfing of'a tax 
on all his dominions for the delivery of the holy land, 
now threatened by the famous Saladine: This tax amount- 
ed to two-pence a pound for one year, and a penny a 
pound for the four fubfequent °. Almoft all the princes 
of Europe laid a like impofition on their fubjects, which 
received the name of Saladine’s tax. During this period, 
there came over from Germany about thirty heretics of 
both fexes, under the direétion of one Gerard ; fimple 
— People, who could give no account of their faiths 

but declared themfelves ready to fuffer for the tenets of 
their mafter. ‘They made only one convert in England, 
a woman as ignorant as themfelves ; yet they gave fuch 
umbrage to the clergy, that they were delivered-over. to 
the fecular arm, and were punifhed by. being burned on 
the forehead, and then whipped through the ftreets, 
‘They deemed to exult in their filtidiaes: and. as. they 
went along, fung. the beatitude, Lleffed are ye, when' men 
hate you and perfe After they were whipped, 
they were thruft out almoft naked in the. midft-of winter, 
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and perifhed through cold and hunger; no one daring, © van P. 
or being willing, to give them the leaft relief. We are — day 
ignorant of the particular principles of thefe people: For 747™ 
it would be imprudent to rely on the reprefentations left 
of them by the clergy, who affirm, that they denied the 
efficacy of the facraments, and the unity of the church, 
It is probable, that their departure from the ftandard of 
orthodoxy was ftill more fubtile and minute, “They feem 
to have been the firft that ever fuffered for herefy in 
England. 

As foon as Henry found, that he was in no immediate 
danger from the thunders of the vatican, he undertook 


an expedition againft Ireland ; a defign, which he had 
long projected, and by which he hoped to recover his 


credit, fomewhat impaired by his late tranfactions with 
the hierarchy, 
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king’s accommodation with the court of Rome 
Revolt of young Henry and his brothers ———Wars 
and infurrettions War with Scotland 
Pennance of Henry for Becket’s murder Wil- 
liam, king of Scotland, ‘defeated and taken prifoner 
—— The king’s accommodation with bis fons 


The king’s equitable adminiftration Crufades 
— Revolt of prince Richard Death and cha- 
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rater of Henry ——Mifcellaneous tranfattions of 
bis reign. 


S Eritain was fir peopled from Gaul, fo was Ire- 
land probably from Britain ; and the inhabitants 


of all thefe countries feem to have been fo many tribes 
of the Celtz, who derive their origin from an antiquity, 
that lies far beyond the records of any hiftory or tradition. 
The Irifh, from the beginning of time, had been buried in 
the moft profound barbarifm and ignorance; and as they 
were never conquered or even invaded by the Romans, 
from whom all the weftern world derived its civility, they, 
continued ftill in the moft rude ftate of fociety, and 
were diftinguithed by thofe vices alone, to which hu- 
man nature, not tamed by education or reftrained by. 
laws, is for ever fubjeét. The {mall principalities, 
into which they were divided, exercifed perpetual ra- 
pine and violence againft each other ; the uncertain 
fucceffion of their princes was-a continual fource of 
domeftic convulfions ; the ufual title of each petty fo-~ 
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were more honoured~than any pacific virtues ; and the 
mott fimple arts of life, even tillage and agriculture, were 
almoft wholly unknown among them. They had felt 
the invafions of the Danes and the other northern tribes ; 
but thefe inroads, which had fpread barbarifm in other 
parts of Europe, tended rather to improve the Irifh; 
and the only towns, which were to be found in the ifland, 
had been planted along the coaft by the freebooters of 
Norway and Denmark. The other inhabitants exercifed 
pafturage in the open country ; fought protection from 
any danger in their forefts and morafles ; and being di- 
vided by the fierceft animofities againft each other, were 
fill more intent on the means of mutual injury, than 
on the expedients for common or even for private inte- 
reft. 

BestpEs many {mall tribes, there were in the age of 
Henry Il. five principal fovereignties in the ifland, 
Munfter, Leinfter, Meath, Ulfter, and Connaught ; and 
as it had been ufual for the one or the other of thefe to 
take the lead in their wars, there was commonly fome 
prince, who feemed, for the time, to act as monarch of 
Ireland. Roderic O Connor, king of Connaught. was 
then advanced to this dignity; but his government, ill 
obeyed even within his own territory, was not able to 
unite the people in any meafures, either for the eftablifh- 
ment of order, or for defence againft foreigners. ‘The 
ambition of Henry had, very early in his reign, been 
moved, by the profpect of thefe advantages, to attempt 
the fubjeétion of rele nd; and a pretence was only want- 
ing to invade a people, who, being always confined te 
their own ifland, had never given any reafon of complaint 
to any of their neighbours. For this purpofe, he had re~ 
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c aS Ps courfe. to Rome, which affumed a right to difpofe of king- 
«—— doms and empires; and not forefeeing the dangerous dif- 
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putes, which. he was one day to maintain, with, that_fee, 
he helped, for prefent,. or rather for an imaginary, Conve- 
nience, to give fanction to claims which were now become 
dangerous to all fovereigns. Adrian III. who. then filled 
the papal chair, was by birth an Englifhman; and being, 
en that account, the more difpofed to oblige Henry, he was 
ealily perfuaded to act as mafter of the world, and to. makey 
without any hazard or expence, the acquifition of a great 
land to his fpiritual jurifdiction. The Irifh had, by 
precedent miffions from the Britons, been imperfectly con- 
verted to Chriftianity ; and, what the pope regarded as 
the fureft mark of their imperfect converfion, they fol- 
lowed the doctrines of their firft teachers, and had never 
acknowledged any fubjection to the fee of Rome. Adrian, 
therefore, in the year 1156, iffued a bull in favour of 
Henry ; in-which, after premifing, that this’prince had 
ver fhown an anxious care to enlarge the church of God 
om earth, and to encreafe the number of his faints and 
elect in heaven ; he reprefents his defign of fubduing Ire- 
tand as derived from the fame pious motives: He confi- 
ders his cdre of previoufly applying for the apoftolic fanc- 
tion as a fure earneft of fuccefs and vitory ; and having 
eftablithed it as a point inconteftible, that all Chriftian 
kingdoms ‘belong to the patrimony of St. Peter, he ac- 
knowledges it to be his own duty to fow among them the 
feeds of the gofpel, which might in the laft day fructify: 
to their eternal falvation: He exhorts the king to invade 
Ireland, in order to extirpate the vice and wickednefs of 
the natives, and oblige them to pay yearly, from every 
houfe, a penny to the fee of Rome: He gives him entire 
fight and authority over the ifland, commands all the 
inhabitants to obey him as their ‘fovere and invefts 
with full power all fuch godly inftruments, as he fhould 
think 
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think proper to employ in an enterprize, thus calculated 


for the glory of God and the falvation of the fouls, of 5 ay 


men". Henry, though armed with this authority, did 
not immediately put his defign in execution ; but being 
detained by more interefting bufinefs on the continent, 
waited for a favourable opportunity of invading Ire~ 
jand. 

Dermot Macmorrogh, king of Leinfter, had, by his 
licentious tyranny, rendered himfelf extremely odious to 
his fubjeéts, who feized with alacrity the firit occafion 
that offered, of throwing off the yoke, which was become 
grievous and oppreflive to them. This prince had formed 
a defign on Omach, wife of Ororic, king of Meath ; and 
taking advantage of her hufband’s abfence, who, being 
obliged to vilit a diftant part of his dominions, had. left 
his queen fecure, as he thought, in an ifland, furrounded 
by. a bog, he fuddenly invaded the place, and carried of 
the princefs*. ‘This exploit, though ufual among, the 
Irifh, and rather deemed a proof of gallantry and {pirit *, 
provoked the refentment of the hufband ; who, having 
collected forces and being ftrengthened by the alliance of 
Roderic, king of Connaught, invaded. the dominions of 
Dermot, and expelled him his kingdom. The exiled 
prince had recourfe to Henry, who was at this time in 
Guienne,, craved his affiftance. in reftoring him to his 
fovereignty, and offered, on that event, to hold his king- 
dom in vaflalage under the crown of England. Henry, 
whofewviews were already turned towards making acqui- 
fitions in Ireland, readily accepted the offer; but being 
at that time embarrafled by the rebellions of his French 
fubjects, as well as by his difputes with the fee of Rome, 
he declined,. for the prefent, embarking in the enterprize, 
and gave.Dermot no farther affiftance than letters patent, 
by which he empowered all his fubjeéts to aid the Trith 
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prince in the recovery of his dominions". Dermot fup- 


deavouring, though for fome time in vain, to engage ad- 
venturers in the enterprize, he at laft formed a treaty with 
Richard, firnamed Strongbow, earl of Strigul. ‘This 
wilebian. who was of the illuftrious houfe of Clare, had 
impaired his fortune by expenfive pie 2 and being 
ready for any defperate undertal <ing, he promifed affiftance 
to Dermot, on condition that he fhould efpoufe Eva; 
daughter of that prince, and be declared heir to all his 
dominions ¥. While Richard was afiembling his fucy 
cours, Dermot went into Wales ; and meeting with Ro= 
bert Fitz-Stephens, conftable of Abertiyi, and Maurice 
Fitz-Gerald, he alfo engaged them in his fervice, and 
obtained their promife of invading Ireland. Being now 
affured of fuccour, he returned privately to his own ftate 3 
and lurking in the monaftery of Fernes, which he had 
founded, (for this ruffian was alfo a founder of monafte- 
ries) he prepared every thing for the reception of his Eng- 
lith allies = 
Conquet of | [HE troops of Fitz-Stephens were firft ready. That 
shat ifland, gentleman landed in Ireland with an hundred and thirty 
knights, fixty efquires, and three hundred archers ; but 
this fmall body, being brave men, not unacquainted with 
difcipline, and compleatly armed, a thing almoft un- 
known in Ireland, ftruck a great terror into the barbarous 
inhabitants, and feemed to menace them with fome fignal 
revolution. The conjunction of Maurice de Prendergaft, 
who, about the fame time, brought over ten Knights; atid 
“fixty archers, enabled Fitz-Stephens to attempt the fiege 
of Wexford, a town inhabited by the Danes ; and after 
gaining a battle, he made himfelf mafter of the place ¥, 
Soon after, Fitz-Gerald arrived with ten knights, thirty 
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the former adventurers, compofed a force which nothing aed 


in Ireland was able to withftand. Roderic, the chief 
monarch of the ifland, was defeated in battle ; the prince 
of Offory was obliged to fubmit, and give hoftages for his 
peaceable behaviour; and Dermot, not content with 
being reftored to ‘his kingdom of Leinfter, projected the 
dethroning of Roderic, and afpired to: the fole dominion 
over the Irifh. 

In profecution of thefe views, he fent-over a meflen- 
ger to the earl of Strigul, challenging the performance of 
his promife, and difplaying the mighty advantages which 
might now be reaped by a fmall reinforcement of warlike 
troops from England. Richard, not atished with. the 
general allowance. given by Henry to all his, fubjects, 
went to that prince, then.in Normandy; and having ob- 
tained a cold or ambiguous permiffion, prepared himfelf 
for the execution of his defigns. He firft fent over Ray- 
mond, one of his retinue, with. ten knights. and feventy 
archers, who, landing near Waterford, defeated a body 
of three thoufand Irifh, that, had ventured to attack him *; 
and as Richard himfelf, who brought over two hundred 
horfe, and a hundred archers, joined, a few days after, 
the viGtorious Englifh, they made themfelves mafters of 
Waterford, and proceeded to Dublin, which was taken 
by affault. Roderic, in revenge, cut off the head of 
Dermot’s fon, who had been left as an hoftage in his 
hands ; and Richard, marrying Eva, became foon after, 
by the death of Dermot, mafter of the kingdom of Lein- 
fter, and prepared to extend his authority over all Ire- 
land. Roderic, and the other Irith princes, were alarmed 
at the danger ; and combining together, befieged Dt bh in 
with an army of thirty thoufand men: But earl Richard, 
making a fudden fally at the head of ninety knights, with 
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c FA P. their followers, put this numerous army to rout, chaced 
w=. them from the field of battle, and purfued them with 
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great flaughter. None in Ireland now dared to oppofe 
themfelves to the Englith °. 

Henry, jealous of the progrefs, made by his own 
fubjects, fent. orders to recall all the Englifh; and he 
made preparations to attack Ireland in perfon ¢: But 
Richard, and the other adventurers, found means to 
appeafe him, by making him the moft humble fubmiffions, 
and offering to hold all their acquifitions in vaflalage to 
his crown‘, ‘That monarch landed in Ireland at the 
head of five hundred knights, befides other foldiers: He 
found the Irifh fo difpirited by their late’ misfortunes, 
that, in a’ progrefs which he made through the ifland, 
he had no other occupation than to receive the homages 
of his new fubjects.: He left moft of the Irifh chieftains 
or princes in pofleffion of their antient territories ; beftow- 
ed fome lands on the Englifh adventurers ; gave earl 
Richard the commiffion of fenefchal of Ireland 3; and 
after a flay of a few months, returned in triumph to 
England. By thefe trivial exploits, fearcely worth re- 
lating, except for the importance of the confequences, 
was Ireland fubdued, and annexed to the Englifh crown. 

Tue low ftate of commerce and induftry, during thofe 
ages, made it impracticable for princes to fupport regular 
armies, which might retain a conquered country in fubjec- 
tion; and the extreme barbarifin and poverty of Ireland 
could ftill lefs afford means of bearing this expence. The 
only expedient, by which a durable conqueft could then 
be made or maintained, was by pouring in a multitude 
of new inhabitants, dividing among them the lands of 
the vanquifhed, eftablifhing them in all offices of truft 
and authority, and thereby transforming the antient in- 
habitants into a new people. By this policy, the northern. 
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been able to fix their dominion, and to erect kingdoms, Wy 


which remained ftable on their foundationss°and were 
tranfmitted to the pofterity of the firft conqucrors. But 
the fate of Ireland rendered that ifland fo little inviting te 
the Englith, that only a few of defperate fortunes could 
be perfuaded, from time to time, to tranfport themfelves 
into it; and inftcad of reclaiming the natives from their 
uncultivated manners, they were gradually affimilated 
to the antient inhabitants,. and degenerated from: the 
cuftoms of their own nation. It was alfo'found requi- 
fite to beftow great military and arbitrary°powers on the 
leaders, who commanded a handful of memoamidft  fuch 
hoftile multitudes ; and law and equity, in alittle time, 
became as much unknown in the Englifh-fettlements as 
they: had ever been among the Irifh tribesins Palatrnates 
were erected in favour of the new adventurers; independ- 
ant authority conferred; the natives, never fully fubducd, 
nft the, conquerors; 


Hill. retained their animofities aga 
their hatred was retaliated) by clike injuries; and: from 
thefe caufes, the Irifh, during the courfe of four centuries, 
remained fill favageand-untractable: Tt was not till the 
later end of Elizabeth’s reign, that the’ ifland was fully 
fubdued ; nor till that of per fucceffor, that it gave hopes 
of becoming a-ufeful conguett to the Englith nation. 
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and peaceable fubmifion of the 
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Berstpes that the ealy 
Trifh left Henry no: farther occupation in that ifland, he 
was recalled fro 


the laft importance to his interefts and fafety. .. The two 


legates, Albert and Theodin, to whom ‘was committed 
the trial of his conduct in the murder of archbifhop 
Becket, were arrived in Normandy; and beiag impatient 
of delay, tent him frequent letters, full of menaces, if 


& 
fe 
he protracted any longer making his appearance before 
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CHAP. them’. He haftened therefore to Normandy, and had a 
Pe 3 pr eee with them at Savigny, where their demands 
417% were fo exorbitant, that he broke off the negotiation, 
threatened to return to Ireland, and bade them do 

their worft againft him. ‘hey perceived that the feafon 

was now paft for taking advantage of that tragical inci- 

dent; which, had it been hotly purfued by interdicts 

and excommunications, was capable of throwing the 

whole kingdom into combuftion. But the time, which 

Henry had happily gained, had contributed to appeafe 

the minds of men: The event could not now have the 

fame influence, as when it was recent ; and as the clergy 

every day looked for an accommodation with the king, 

they had not oppofed the pretenfions of his partizans, 

who had been very induftrious in reprefenting to the 

people his entire innocence in the murder of the primate, 

and his ignorance of the defigns formed by the affaffins. 

The legates, therefore, found themfelves obliged to lower 

their terms; and Henry was fo fortunate as to cone 

clude an accommodation with them. He declared upon 

oath, before the reliques of the faints, that, fo far from 
commanding or defiring the death of the archbifhop, he 

was extremely grieved when he received intelligence of it : 

But as the paflion, which he had exprefled on account 

of that prelate’s condu@, had probably been the occafion 

of his murder, he ftipulated the following conditions, as 

The king's 2N atonement for the offence. He ‘promifed, that he 
ean ae fhould pardon all fuch as had been banifhed for adh< 2g 
the court of to Becket, and fhould reftore them to their livings ; that 
Rome." eraser Canterbury fhould be reinftated in all its an- 
tient pofleffions ; that he fhould pay the templars a fum 

of money fufficient for the fubfiftance of two hundred 

knights during a year in the hely land ; that he fliould 

himfelf take the crofs at the Chriftmas following, .and, 
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infidels, either in Spain or Paleftine ; that he fhould not 
infift on the obfervance of fuch cuftoms, deros: 
etclefiaftical privileges, as had been introduced in his 
own time; and that he fhould not obftru& a 


if the pope required it, ferve three 


seals to the 
pope in ecclefiaftical caufes, but fhould content himfelf 
with exacting fufficient fecurity from fuch clergymen as 
left his dominions to profecute an appeal, that they fhould 
attempt nothing againft the rights of hiscrown®. Upon 
figning thefe conceffions, Henry received abfolution from 
the legates ; and was confirmed in the grant of Ireland 

ade by pope Adrian *. Nothing proves more ftrongly 
the great abilities of this monareh, than his extricating 
himfelf, on fuch eafy terms, from fo difficult a fituation. 
He had always infifted, that the laws, eftablifhed at Cla- 
rendon, contained not any new claims, but the antient 
cuftoms of the kingdom ; and he was ftill at liberty, not- 
withftanding the articles of this agreement, to maintain 
his pretenfions. Appeals to the pope were indeed permit- 
ed by that treaty; but as the king was alfo permitted to 
exaGt reafonable fecurities from the parties, and might 
ftretch his demands on this head as far as he pleafed, he 
had it virtually in his power to prevent the pope from 
reaping any advantage by this feeming conceffion. And 
on the whole, the conftitutions of Clarendon remained 
ftill the law of the realm; though the pope and his 
Jegates feem fo little to have conceived the king’s power 
to lie under any legal limitations, that they were fatished 
with his departing, by treaty, from one of the moft mo- 
mentous articles of thefe conftitutions, without requiring 
any repeal by the ftates of the kingdom. 

Henry, freed from this dangerous controverfy with 
the ecclefiaftics and with the fee of Rome, feemed now 
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CH AF. to have reached the Bigs! e of ‘human grandeur and feli- 


a a and to be equally happy in his deste fituation 


and in his po olitical government. _A numerous progeny of 
fons and daughters gave both luftre and authority to his 
crown, prevented the dangers of a difputed fucceffion, 
and reprefied all pretenfions of the! ambitious. barons. 
The king 


a 


aution alfo, in eftablifhing the fey oral 


Go 


branches of his family, feemed well calculated to prevent 
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all jealoufy among.the brothers, and. to perpetuate. the 
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xdom of England, 


f, and the counties of, Anjou, 
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and. which 


rritories which lay contiguous, 
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in Piedmont; 
this. exaltation of 
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Hote fortunes he had 
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e* his government. 
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cate a fhining fortune; but, unlefs tempered in mature © Br Py 
age with difcretion, até the forerunners of the ereateft: eos 


calamities*. It is faid, that at the time when this prince 397% 


received the royal unction; his father, in order to 


greater dignity to the 


of the retinue ; and obferved to ! 


was more toyall ly ferved.-° T2754 


young Henry to one of his courtiers fon of @ count 
foould ferve the fon of a king. This faying, which might 


pafs only for an innocent plez 


or even for an 


oblique compliment to his father, was’ however regarded 


as a fymptom of his afpiring temper; and his conduct 
y 3 


foon after juftified the conjecture. 


over 
1 given 


Henry, agreeably to the promife which he had 


es 


both to the pope and French king, permitted his fon to 


be ‘crowned anew by the hands Eos ba archbifhop 


young ass in this ceremony ! 


aris, who took 


him to pay a vifit to his father-in 


the opportunity of inftilling into the young prince thofe 


ambitious fentiments, to which he was naturally but too 


much inclined ™. Though it had been the conftant Revolt of 


practice of France, ever fince the acceffion of the Cape- : ryensh 
y arc 


re of the brother 


tian line, to crown the fon during the life- 


father, without conferring on him any prefent participa- 


tion of royalty ; Lewis eg his, fon-in-law, that; 


by this Ceremony, whic in thofe ages was deemed fo 


important, he had acq ikea a title to fovereignty, and 


that the king could not, without injuftice, exclude him 


from immediate pofleffion of the whole, of at leaft a part 


ke Chron, Gerv. p+ 1463. I Hoveden, p. 529. Diceto,"p, 569; 
Brompton, p. 1080. Chron, Gerv. p. 1421. Trivet, p. 58, It appears 
fiom Madox’s -Hiftory of the Exchequer, tha garments were then known 


in England, and that the coronation robes of the young king and queen cof 


5 and four pence, money of that age, 


eighty-feven pounds ten fh 


m Girald, Cambr, p. 782. 
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C HA P.of his dominions. In confequence of thefe extravagant 


w+ ideas, young Henry, on his return, defired the king to 
t 


refign to him either the crown of England or the dutchy 
of Normandy; difcovered great difcontent on the refufal ; 
fpake in the moft undutiful terms of his father; and foon 
after, in concert with Lewis, made his efcape to Paris, 
where he was prot¢Cted and fupported by that monarch, 

Wuite Henry was alarmed at this event, and had 
the profpeé&t of dangerous intrigues, or even of a war, 
1, whether. fuccefsful or not, muft be extremely 
calamitous and difagreeable to him, he received intelli- 
gence of new misfortunes, which muft have affected him 
in the moft fenfible manner. Queen Eleanor, who had 
difgufted her firft hufband by her gallantrics, was no lefs 
offenfive to her fecond, by her jealoufy ; and after this 
manner, carried to extremity, in the different periods of 
her life, every cireumftance of female weaknefs. She 
communicated her difcontents againft Henry to her twa 
younger fons, Geoffrey and Richard, perfuaded them 
that they were alfo entitled to prefent pofleffion of the 
territories affigned to them ; engaged them to fly fecretly 
to the court of France ; and was meditating, herfelf, an 
efcape to the fame court, and had even put on man’s 
apparel for that purpofe; when fhe was feized by or- 
ders from her hufband, and thrown into confinement. 
Thus, Europe faw with aftonifhment the beft and moft 
indulgent of parents at war with his whole family ; three 
boys, fearcely arrived at the age of puberty, require a 
great monarch, in the full vigour of his age and height 
of his reputation, to dethrone himfelf in their favour ; 
and feveral princes not afhamed to fupport them in thefe 
unnatural and abfurd pretenfions. 

Henry, reduced to this perilous and difagreeable fitu- 
ation, had recourfe to the court of Rome: Though 
fenfible of the danger attending the interpofition of 
ecclefiaftical authority in temporal difputes, he applied to 

the 


ot eae ogee 


H.boN R 


the pope, as his fuperior lord, to excommunicate his © H_A Ps 
| enemies, and by thefe cenfur obedience his tox 

undutiful children, whom he found fuch a relu@tance to "77% 
punifh by the fword of the magiftrate ". Alexander, well 


Vv 


pleafed to exert his power in fo juftifiable a caufe, iffued 


the bulls required of him: But it was foon found, that 
thefe fpiritual weapons had not the fame force as when 
employed in a fpiritual controverfy ; and that the clergy 
© 
were very negligent‘in fupporting a fentence, which was 
nowife calculated to promote the immediate interefts of 
their order. ‘The king, after taking in vain this humili- 
ating ftep, was obliged to have recourfe to. arms, and to 
inlift fuch ‘auxiliaries, as are the ufual refource of tyrants, 
and ‘have feldom been employed by fo wife and juft a 
monarch. 

Tue loofe government which prevailed in all the ftates 
of Europe, the many private wars carried on among the 
neighbouring nobles, and the impoffibility of enforcing 
any general execution of the laws, had encouraged a tribe 
of banditti to difturb every where the public peace; to 
infeft the highways, to pillage the open country, and to 
brave all the efforts of the civil magiftrate, and even the 
excommiunications of the church, which were fulminated 
againft them °. Troops of them were fometimes inlifted \ 
in the fervice of one prince or baron, fometimes in that 
of another :. They often aéted in an independant manner, 
under leaders of their own: ‘The peaceable and induf- 
trious inhabitants, reduced to poverty by their ravages, 
were frequently obliged for fubfiftence to betake them- 
felves to a like diforderly courfe of life: And.a continual 
inteftine war, pernicious to induitry, as well as to the 


n Epift. Petri Blef, epift. 136, in Biblioth. Pate, tom, xxiv. p. 1043. 
His words are, Vefire javifdiftionts eff rez nium Anglia, et quantum ad feuda- 
tarii juris obligationem, wobis duntaxat obnoxtus reneor. The fame firange pa- 
per is in Rymer, vol. i, ps 35+ and Trivet, vol. iy ps 626 

® Neubrig. p. 433» 
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‘ried on in the bowels of: 


rate rutians received the 


among 
kind. ‘chs were not afhamed, on oc- 
cafion, to have recourfe to their affiftance ; and as their 
nabits of war and depredation had given'them experience, 


hardinefs, and courage, they generally compofed the moft 


ae | 
formid 


able part of thofe armies, which decided the poli- 
tical quarrels of princes. Several of them were enlifted 
among the forces levicd by Henry’s enemies%; but the 
great treafures amafled by that prince enabled him to en- 
gage more numerous troops of them in his fervice; and 
the fituation of his affairs rendered even fuch banditti the 


re 


only forces on whofefid slit y he could repofe any confi- 


dence. . His, licentious barons, difgufted with a vigilant 


governme ent, were more defirous of being ruled by young 


ant of public affairs, remifs in their con- 


duc, -and. prc 


yrants*; and as the king had 


enfured:to his fons on to every particular. pro- 


vince of his domin the nobles dreaded no danger in 
adiatine to to thofe who, they knew, muft fome time*be- 


come. their fovereic 


sor rompted | by thefe motives, many 
of the Norman nobility had deferted to ‘his fon Henry ; 
the Breton and Gafcon barons feemed equally difpofed to 
embrace the pads of Geoffrey and Richard. Difaffec- 
tion had creeped in among the Englifh ; and the earls of 
Leicefter: and-Chefter ee ‘par ticular had openly declared 
againit the king. ‘Twer ity thoufand Brabancons, ‘there- 
fore,’ joined to fome ti , which he br sught over from 
Tréldnd, | of approved fidelity, formed 


3 
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Lwrs, inorder to bind the confederates ina 


union, fummoned at Paris an aflembly of the chie 


of the crown, received their approbation of his 


and engaced them by oath toadhere to the caufe 


Henry. This price, in return, bound himfelf by a like 
tie never to defert his French allies; and having made a 


new great feal, he lavifhly diftributed among them many 


> 


n 

confiderable parts of thofe territories, which he propoied 
to conquer from hif father. “The counts of Flanders, 
Boulogne, Blois, and Eu, partly moved by the general 


jealoufy arifing from Henry’s power and cota partly 


allured by the profpe&t of reaping advantage from the in- 


coiifiderate temper and the neceffities of the young prince, 

declared openly in favour of the latter. William, king 
of Scotland, had alfo entered into this great confederacy 3 
and a plan was concerted for a general invafion on dif- 
ferent parts of the king’s extenfive and. faétious domi- 
nions. 

Hosrinittes were firft commenced by the counts of 
of Normandy. 


Flanders and Boulogne on the frontiers 
Thofe princes laid fiege to Aumale, which was delivered 
into their hands, by the treachery.of the count of that 
This nc Belin furrendered himfelf prifoner 5 a 


his ranfom, opened the 
The two counts next 
sr5 of Drincourt: But 


ereby pay! 


her forte 


e themfeves 


the count of Boulogne was here mortally wounded in the 


ti 


affault’ “and this event put fome Rop to the progrefs of 


tw another quarter, the king of France, being ftrongly 
affifted by his yaflals, affeml ied a great army of feven 


{ 


thoufand knig! ¢ and their followers on he yrfeback, and 


i 


” Cc i 
p rtiv sable number of in 
a prop Orch 


eN 


antry; Carrying young 


FE 4 Henry 


‘ 


Wars and 
mifurrec- 


TiONSe 


enry along with him, he laid fiege to Verneiiil, whith 


tenes WAS Vigoroufly defended by Hugh de Lacy and Hugh de 


overnors. _ After he had Jain a month 
garrifon, being ftraitened for pro- 
to capitulate; and they engaged, 
i within three days, to furrender the town, 
> retire into the citadel. On the laft of thefe days, 
peared with his army upon the heights above 


ernetil, Lewis; dreading an attack, fent the arch- 


1s and the count of Blois to the Enelifh 


e 


fue 
i) 
+ 


that nex: day fhould. be appointed for 
» in order to. eftablifh. a general peace, and 


5 
1 


the difference between Henry and his fons. 
zy: who paffionately defired this accommodation, 


gave his confent; but Lewis, 


ifon to furrender, accord- 


ing to the capitulation, fet fire to the place, and began 
to retire with his army. Henry, provoked at this artifice, 
attacked the rear with vigour, put them to rout, did fome 
execution, and took feveral prifoners. The French ar- 


time -of fervice was now expired, immedi- 
d themfclves into their feyeral provinces ; 
and left Henry free to profecute his advantages againit 
his other enemies. 


my, as their 


ately difperfe 


‘THE nobles of Britanny, inftigated by the earl of Chef 
ter and Ralph de Fougeres, were all in arms ; but their 
progrefs was checked by a body of Erabancons, which 
the king, aftcr Lewis’s retreat, had fent againft them. 
The two armies came to an a@ion. near Dol; where the 
rebels were defeated, fifteen hundred killed on the fpot, 
and the leaders, the earls of Chefter and Fougeres, obliged 
to take fhelter in the town of Dol. Henry haftened to 
form the fiege of that place, and carried on the attack 
with fuch ardour, that he obliged the governor and gar- 
rifon to furrender themfelves prifoners of war, By thefe 


vigorous » 


Hee aR cys Seal 


vigorous meafures and happy fucceffes, the infurre&tions © HA P. 


were entirely quelled in Britanny; and the king, thus isha 


fortunate in all quarters, willingly agreed toa conference 1173+ 
with Lewis, in hopes, that his enemies, finding all their 
mighty efforts entirely fruftrated, would agree to termi- 

nate hoftilitics on fome moderate and: reafonable condi- 

tions, 

THE two monarchs met between Trie and Gifors 
and Henry had here the mortification to fee his three. fons 
in the, retinue of his mortal enemy... As Lewis had no 
other pretence for war than fupporting the claims of thefe 
young princes, the king made them fuch offers as chil- 
dren might be afhamed to infift on, and could be ‘extorted 
from him by nothing but his parental affection or by the 
prefent neceffity of his: affairs.*. He infifted only on re- 
taining the fovereign authority. in all, his dominions ; but 
offered young Henry half the revenues of England, with 
fome places, of furety in, that kingdom ; or, if he rather 
chofe to refide. in Normandy, half the revenues of that 
dutchy,, with all thofe of Anjou. He made.a like offer 
to Richard in Guienne ; he promifed to refign Britanny 
to Geoffrey; and if thefe conceffions, were not deemed 
fufficient, he agreed to add to them whatever the pope’s 
legates, who were prefent, fhould require of him', The 
earl of Leicefter was alfo:prefent at this negotiation ;, and 
either from the impetuofity of his temper, or from a view 
of abruptly breaking off a conference which muft cover 
the allics with confufion, he gave vent to the moft violent . 
reproaches againf Henry, and he even put his hand to 
his fword, as if he meant to attempt fome violence againft 
him. This furious action threw the whole company into 
confufion, and put an end to the treaty “. 

Tie chief hopes of Henry’s enemies feemed now to 
depend on the ftate of affairs in England, where his au- 
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ty we 


a Rn: oe pee 
expofed to the moft:imminent 


federates, was, that-he fhould 


and:.all its rt poretiag into’ the ‘hand 
of Flanders”: Yetfo little nationdlér sae {pirit pre- 
vailed among the independant Englith nobility, fo wholly 


bent were they on the aggrandizement éach of himfelf 
and his own family, that, notwithftandine this pernicious 
conceffion, which muft have produced the ruin éf he 
kingdom, the in canphined of them had confpired to’ make’an 
infurréCtion and to fupport the prince’s pretenfions. The 
king’s principal refource la ay in the church and the bifhops, 
with whom he was now in perfect agreement ; whether 
that the decency of their chara@tér made them dhs of 
fupporting fo unnatural a rebelli ton, or that they were 
entirely fatisfied with Henry’s atonement for the murder 
of Becket and for his former invafion of ecclefiaftical im- 
munities. That prince, howev rer, had refined none of 
the effential tights of his crown in the accommodation ; 
he maintained fill the fame prudent jealoufy of the ‘court 
of Rome ; admitted no legate into E ‘ngland, without his 
iwearing to attempt nothing againft the Py be preroga- 
tives; and he had even obliged the monks of Canterbury, 
who pretended to a'free eions on the vacancy made by 
the death of Becket, to chufe R oger, prior of Dover, in 
the place of that turbulent prelate *; 
THE king of Scotland made an irruption into North- 


umberland, and committed great devaitations’s “but 1 being 


oppofed by Richard’de Lucy, whom Henry had left guar- 


dian of the realm, he’ retreated into his own country, 


and agreed to a ceflation of arms. ‘This truce enabled the 


guardian to march fouthwatds with his army, in order to 
fe an 


2n invafion, which the earl of Leicettes at the 


© Hoveden, p, 533, Brompton, p. 1684, Neubr, P-.508s 
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head of a great body of Flemings, had made upon Suf-C HA Pp. 


folk. The Fleming 


8 
who made them matters of his eae of ' Praminediaen) 


and marching into the heart of the ki m, where they 
hoped to be fupported b Leicefter’s vaflals, ‘they were 
met by “Lucy, who, -afifted v4 Humphrey Bohun, the 
conftable, and the earls of Arundel, ‘Glocefter, and Corn~ 
wal; had advanced to Farnham with a lefs numerous, but 
braver army, to oppofe them. The ‘Flemings, who 
were moftly weavers and artificers * (for manufactures were 
now beginning to’ be cfta blithed in Flanders) were broken 
in an inftant, ten thoufand of them were put to'the fword, 
the earl of Leicefter was taken prifoner, and the remains 
of the invaders were glad to compound for a fafe retreat 
into their own country. 


Turs great defeat did not diffearten ‘the malcontents ; 
who, being fupported by the a iliance of fo many forcign 
princes, afd enc uraged by the king’s own fons, deter= 
mined to perfevere in their enterprize. The earl of Fer= 
rars, Roger de Moubray, Archetil’de Mallory, Richard 
de Moreville, Hamo fe Mafecie, together with many 
friends of the earls of Leicefter and Chefter, rofe in arms: 
The fidelity of the earls of Clare and ‘Glocefter was fuf- 
pected ; and the guardian, though vigoroully fupported 
by Geoftrey, bifhop of Lincoln, the king’s natural fon 
by the fair Rofamond, found it difke cult to defend him- 
felf on all quarters, from fo many open and conceale 
enemies. The more to augment the confufion, the king 
of Scotlandy on the expiration of the truce, broke into'the 
northern provinces with a great army YF 8o,;000 mens 
which, though undifciplined and diforderly, and better 
adapted for committing devaftation, than for executing 
any military enterprize, was become dangerous from the 
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bd Mf P+ prefent factious and turbulent {pirit of the kingdoms 


Ln Henry, who had baffled all his enemies in France, and 
3174. 


He for 
Becket’s 
spurder, 


had put his frontiers in a pofture of defence, now found 
England the feat of danger; and he determined by ‘his 
prefence to overawe the malcontents, or by his condu@ 
and courage to fubdue them. He landed at Southamp- 
fon; and knowing the influence of fuperftition over the 
minds of the people, he immediately haftened to Canter- 


bury, in order to make atonement to the aihes of ‘Thomas 


a Becket, and tender his fubmiffions to a dead enemy, 
So foon as he came within fight of the church of Canter- 
bury, he difmounted, walked barefoot towards it, pro- 
{trated himfelf before the fhrine of the faint, remained in 
fafting and prayer during a whole day, and watched all 
night the holy reliques: Not content with this hypocri- 
ds aman, whofe violence and ingrati- 
tude had fo long difquieted his government, and had been 


tical devotion towar 


the object of his moft inveterate animolity, he fubmitted 
to avpenance, ftill more fingular and humiliating, He 
aflembled a chapter of the monks, difrobed himfelf before 


them, put a {cor 


ene 


ge of difcipline into the hands of each, 
and prefented his bare fhoulders to the lathes which thefe 
ecclefiaftics fucceflively infli@ted upon him. Next day, 
he received abfolution ; and departing for London, got 
foon after the agreeable intelligence of a great victory 
which his generals had obtained over the Scots, and 
which, being gained on the very day of his abfolution, 


was regarded as the earneft of his final reconciliation with 


Heaven and with Thomas a Becket. 


Witiiam, king of Scots, though repulfed before the 
cattle of Prudhow, and other fortified places, had com- 
mitted the moft horrible depredations upon the northern 
provinces: But on the approach of Ralph de Glanville, 
the famous jutticiary, feconded by Bernard de Baliol, 
Robert de Stuteville, Odonel de Unmfteville, William de 


Vetci, 
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Vefci, and other northern barons, together with the gal-C HA P. 
lant bifhop of Lincoln, he thought proper to retreat nearer Bast ) 
his own country, and he fixed his camp at Alnwic, He #174 
had here weakened his army extremely, by fending out 
numerous detachments in order to extend his ravages 5 

and he lay abfolutely fafe, as he imagined, from any at- 

tack of the enemy. But Glanville, informed of his fitu- 

ation, made a hafty and fatiguing march to Newcaftle 5 

and allowing his foldiers only a fmall interval for refrefh- 

ment, he immediately fet out towards evening for Aln- 

wic. He marched that night above thirty miles; arrived 

in-the morning, under cover of a mift, near the Scottifh 13th July. 
camp ; and regardlefs of the great numbers of the enemy, 

he began the attack with his {mall, but determined, body 

of cavalry. William was living in fuch fupine fecurity, 

that he took the Englifh at firft for a body of his own ra- 

vagers, who were returning to the camp: But the fight of 

their banners convincing him of his miftake, he entered 

on the aCtion with no greater body than a hundred horfe, 

in confidence, that the numerous army, which furround- 

ed him, would foon haften to his relief. He was dif- ee 
mounted on the firft fhock, and taken prifoner ; while his Scotland, 
troops, hearing of this difafter, fled on all fides with the defeated and 


taken pri- 
utmoft precipitation. The difperfed ravagers made. the foner. 


beft of their way to their own country ; and difcord arifing 
among them, they proceeded even to mutual hoftilities, 
and {uffered more from each other’s fword than from that 

of the enemy. t 
Tuts great and important victory proved at laft:deci- 
five in favour of Henry, and broke entirely the fpirit of 
the Englifh rebels. “The bifhop of Durham, who was 
preparing to revolt, made his fubmiffions; Hugh Bigod, 
though he had received, a ftrong reinforcement, of Fle= 
mings, was obliged to furrender all his caftles, and throw 
himfelf onthe king’s mercy ; no better refource was left 
to 
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to the earl of Ferrars and Roger de Moubray ; the inferior 


Uethicmnes Tebels imitating the ex: umple, all England was reftoredto 
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tranquillity in a few weeks ; and as the king appeared. to 
of Heaven, it was 


lie under. the immediate protectios 
deemed impious any longer to reli him... The-¢ clergy 


exalted anew the merits and powerful: interceffion of 


Becket ; and Henryyi init pofing this fuperftitions 


hip of that faint, and 


plumed himfelf on the new fri 
Propagated. an opinion which was fo favourable to. his 
interefts 2, 

Prince Henry,’ v 


10 was ready to embark at Graves 


lines with the earl of Flanders - 


great army, hearing 


that his partizans in. Eng 


all thoughts of E the enterprize oined the camp of 
o 


Lewis, who, during ice of the king, had made 


an irruption into Norn and had laid fiege to 


Roiien*,. ‘Fhe place was defended with great tr in by 


the inhabitants »; 


A eg: ay, ee 
his own camp a —— of 


hrat > the feoltiy- 
atliife tie reir 


r 


rence; and when the citizen fuppofi 


fafety, were fo imprudent as to rd; he prow 


their ppily, fome 


pofed to take advant ap} 


mounted a fteeple, 


priefts had, from’ mere 
where the alarm-bell hung ; obferving the French 
rang the bell, and gave 


| fae 


rench, who, on hearine the alarm, -hur- 


camp in motion, they i 


yitants, i ram to: their fe 


warning to t} 


tions. The 
ried to the aflault, had mers mounted the walls in 


feveral places; but bei ing rep 


the enraged: citi- 


zens, were obliged to retreat with voniidedabie lois, 
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Next day, Henry, who had. haftened to the defence, of his © 1.4 Ps 


Norman. dominions,. pafied over. the bridge in triumph.; W—~— 
and entered Roiien in fight..of the French.army.,. he, "* 
city was now, in abf fafety; and the king, in order 

to brave. the. French monarch, conamanded..the gates, 
which) had been walled up, | to .be opened; and he pre= 

pared to ai his advantages againft the enemy. Lewia 

faved himfelf from, this perilous fituation by .a.new piece 

of deceit, not fo juftifiable, He propofed a conference 

for adjufting the terms: ofa genera ul peace, whichs, he 
knew, would be greedily enideintd by Henry ; and while 

the king of England trufted to.the execution.of :his pro- 


mife,; he made a retreat with /his:a: oe into France. 


RE was, however, a necefity.on-both fides for a 
accommodation. . Henry couldino Be. bear to fee his 
in the hands. of:his: enemy; and Lewis: dreaded, 

at monarch, viétorious inall quarters, crowned 


with glory, and al bfolute mafter of his dominions, mig 


ake revenge for the man oersiand di :s, which 
the arms, and ftillimoreithe is itrigues die had, in 
his difputes both with Becket and hike fons, found means to 
raife him. . After making a ceflation of arms, a confe- 


where Henry granted 


= 


rence was agreed on, near .t 
his fons, much. lefs 
merly, offered 5 and -eceived) their. fubmifions. The phe king's 
accommo- 


dation with 
he, ftipulated to pay, them, and. fome caftles. which he bi 


moft material’ of his-conceilions were fome penfions which 


granted them for the place of their refidence ; together 
] 


with-an. indemnity. for al their, adherents, - who were 
reftored. to. their eftates and, honours 4. 

OF all thofe who had embraced the cause of the young 

, William king of Scotland, was the only confi- 


Lt =) 


hat invidious and unjuft. enterprize. 
7} 
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P. Henry delivered from confinement, without exacting any 


t--—~  ranfom, about nine hundred knights whom he had taker 
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prifoners ; but it coft William the ancient independancy 
of his crown as the price of his liberty. He ftipulated 
to do homage to Henry for Scotland and all his other pof 
feffions ; he engaged that all the barons and nobility of 
his ‘kingdom fhould alfo do homage; that the bifhops 
fhould take an oath of fealty ; that both fhould fwear to 
adhere to the king of England againft their native prince, 
if the latter fhould break his engagements; and that the 
fortrefles of Edinburgh, Stirling, Berwick, Roxborough, 


goth Aug. and Jedborough fhould be delivered into Henry’s hands, 


till the performance of articles °.. This fevere and humis 
liating treaty was executed in its full rigour. William, 
being releafed, brought up all his barons, prelates, and 
abbots ; and they did homage to Henry in the cathedral 
of York, and acknowledged him and his fucceffors for 
their fuperior lord‘. The Englifh monarch ftretched 
ftill farther the rigour of the conditions which he exacted. 
He engaged the king and ftates of Scotland tomake a per- 
petual ceffion of the fortrefles of Berwick and Roxbo- 
rough, and to allow the caftle of Edinburgh to remain 
in his hands for a limited time. This was the firft great 
afcendant which England obtained over Scotland 3 and 
indeed the firft important tranfaction, which had pafled 
between. thofe kingdoms. Few princes have been {6 
fortunate as to gain confiderable advantages over their 
weaker nei ghbours with lefs violence and injuftice, than was 
practifed by Henry againft the king of Scots, whom he had 
taken prifoner in battle, and who had wantonly engaged 
in a war, in which all the neighbours of that prince, and 


© M. Paris, p.g1. Chron, Dunf, P. 36. Hoveden, p, 545. M. Weftm, 
P+ 251. Diceto, p. 584, Brompton, p. 1103, Rymer, vol, i, p, 39. Liber 
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even his own family, wete; without provocation; com- © HA P. 


bined againft him £, 
Henry, having thus, contrary to expectation, extri- 
cated himfelf with honour from a fituation, in which his: 
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throne was expofed to the moft imminent danger, ‘was rations 


employed for feveral years in the adminiftration of 
juttice; in the execution of the laws; and in guarding 
againit thofe incofveniences, which either the paft con- 
vulfions of his ftate, of the political inftitutions of that 
age, unavoidably occafioned. The ptovifions, which hé 
made, fhow fuch latgenefs of thought as qualified him 
for being a legiflator; and they were commorily calcu- 
lated as well for the future as the prefent happinefs of his 
kingdom: 


He enacted fevere penalties againft robbery, murder; 
falfe coining, arfon; and ordained that thefe crimes 
fhould be punifhed by the amputation of the right 
hand and right foot*. ‘The pecuniary commutation for 
crimes, which has a falfe appearance of lenity, had been 
gradually difufed ; and feems to have been entirely abo- 
lifhed by the rigour of thefe ftatutes. The fuperftitioug 
trial by water ordeal, though condemned by the chureh 
ftill fubfifted ; but Henry ordained, that any man, accufed 
of murder or any heinous felony by the oath of the legal 
knights of the county, fhould, even though acquitted by 
the ordeal, be obliged to abjure the realm *; 

ALL advances towards reafon and good fenfe are flow 
and gradual. Henry, though fenfible of the great aba 


& Some Scotch hiftofians pretend; that William-paid, befides, 100,000 
pounds of ranfom, which is quite incredible. The tanfom of Richard i. whoy 
befides England, poffeffed fo many rich territories in France, was only 150,0cq 
marks, and yet was levied with great difficulty. Iideed, two thirds of it only 
could be paid before his detivery. h Bened. Abb, p.432. Hoveden; 
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CHAP. furdity attending the trial by duel or battle, did not 
I e ‘ . . . . 
i——~ venture to abolifh it: He only admitted either of the par- 


1376, 


ties to challenge a trial by an affize or jury of twelv® 
freeholders!, This latter method of ‘trial feems to have 
been very ancient in England, and was fixed by the laws 
of king Alfred: But the barbarous and violent genius of 
the age had of late given more credit to the trial by 
battle, which had become the general method of deciding 
all important controverfies. It was never abolithed by 
law in England ; and there is an inftance of it fo late as 
the reign of Elizabeth: But the inftitution. revived by 
this king, being found more reafonable and more fuitable 
to a civilized people, gradually prevailed over it, 

THE partition of England into four divifions, and the 
appointment of itinerant juftices to go the circuit in each 
divifion, and to decide the caufes in the counties, was 
another important ordinance of this prince, which had. a 
direét tendency to curb the opprefiive barons, and to pro- 
tect the inferior gentry and common people in their pro- 
perty™. TThofe juftices were either prelates or confide- 
rable noblemen ; who, befides carrying the authority of 
the king’s commiffion, were able, by the dignity of their 
own character, to give weight and credit to the laws. 

Tuart there might be fewer obftacles to the execution 
of juftice, the king was vigilant in demolifhing all the 
new crected caftles of the nobility, in England as well 
as in his foreign dominions; and he permitted no for- 
trefs to remain. in the cuftody of thofe whom he found 
reafon to fufpect *, 

Bur left the kingdom fhould be weakened by this de- 
molition of the fortrefles, the king fixed an affize of 
arms, by which all his fubjeéts were obliged to put them- 
felves*in a fituation. for defending themfelves and the 


1 Glanv, lib, ii. cap. 7, m Hoveden, Pe 590% 
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realm. Every man, poffefled of a knight’s fee, was or- C HA P, 
dained to have for each fee, a coat of mail, a helmet, a rato / 
fhield and a lance ; every free layman, pofleffed of goods 2 ane 
to the value of fixteen marks, was to be armed in like 
manner ; every one that poifefled ten marks was obliged 
to have an iron gorget, a cap of iron, and a lance ; all 
burgefles were to have a cap of iron, a lance anda wam- 
bais, that is, a coat quilted with wool, tow, or fuch 
like materials °. It appears, that archery, for which 
the Englifh were afterwards fo renowned, had not, at 
this time, become very common among them, ‘The 
{pear was the chief weapon employed in battle. 

Tue clergy and the laity were during that age in a 
ftrange fituation with regard to each other, and fuch as 
may feem totally incompatible with a civilized, and indeed 
with any fpecies of government. Ifa clergyman was guilty 
of murder, he could be punifhed by degradation only : If 
he was murdered, the murderer was expofed to nothing 
but excommunication and ecclefiaftical cenfures ; and the 
crime was atoned for by penances and fubmiffion ?. Hence 
the aflaffins of Thomas a Becket himfelf, though guilty 
of the moft atrocious wickednefs, and the moft repugnant 
to the fentiments of that age, lived fecurely in their own 
houfes, without being called to account by Henry hims 
felf, who was fo much concerned, both in honour and 
intereft, to punifh that crime, and-who profefied or affected 
on all occafions the moft extreme abhorrence of it, It 
was not till they found their prefence fhunned by every 
one as excommunicated perfons, that they were induced 
to take a journey to Rome, to throw themfelves at the feet 
of the pontiff, and to fubmit to the penances impofed upon 
them: After which, they continued to poflefs, without 
moleftation, their honours and fortunes, and feem even 
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CHAP. to have recovered the countenance and good opinion of 


xX. 
oy the public. 


1176, 


But as the king, by the conftitutions of 
Clarendon, which he endeavoured ftill to maintain 4, 
had fubjeéted the clergy to a trial by the civil magiftrate, 
it feemed but juft to give them the protection of 
that power, to which they owed obedience: It was 
enaéted, that the murderers of clergymen fhould be tried 
before the jufticiary in the prefence of the bifhop or his 
official ; and befides the ufual punifhment for murder, 
fhould be fubjected to a forfeiture of their eftates, and a 
confifcation of their goods and chattels *. 

Tue king pafied an equitable law, that the goods of 
a vaflal fhould not be feized for the debt of his lord, un- 
lefs the vaflal be furety for the debt ; and that the rents 
of vaflals fhould be paid to the creditors of the lord, not 
to the lord himfelf. It is remarkable, that this law was 
enacted by the king in a council which he held at Ver- 
neiil, and which confifted of fome prelates and barons of 
England, as well as fome of Normandy, Poictou, Anjou, 
Maine, Touraine, and Britanny; and the ftatute took 
place in -all thefe different territories‘: A certain proof 
how irregular the ancient feudal government was, and 
how near the kings, in fome inftances, approached to de- 
fpotifm, though in others they feemed {carcely to pofiefs 
any authority. If a prince, much dreaded and revered 
like Henry, obtained but the appearance of general con- 
fent to an ordinance, which was equitable and juft, it 
became immedjately an eftablifhed law, and all his fub- 
jects acquiefced in it. Ifthe prinee was hated or defpifed; 
if the nobles, who fupported him, had fmall] influence; 
if the humours of the times.difpofed the people to quef- 


4 Chron. Gervafe, p. 1433. ¥ Diceto, p. 592. Chron. Gervafe, 
p. 1479. 5 Bened, Abb. p. 248% It was vfual for the kings of 
England, after the conqueft of Ireland, to fétmimon barons and members of 
that country to the Englith parliaments MolWneux’s cafe of Ireland, p- 64, 
65, 66. 
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tion the juftice of his ordinance; the fulleft and moft © 1A 
authentic aflembly had no authority. Thus all was con- eee 
fufion and diforder ; no regular idea of a conftitution; 1376 
force and violence decided every thing. 
Tue fuccefs, which had attended Henry in his wars, 
did not encourage his neighbours to attempt any thing 
againft him; and his tranfactions with them, during the 
remainder of his reign, contain little memorable. Scot- 
land remained in that ftate of feudal fubjeétion, to which 
he had reduced it ; and gave him no farther inquietude.. 
He fent over his fourth fon, John, into Ireland, with a 
view of making a more complete conqueft of that ifland ; 
but the petulance and incapacity of this prince, by which 
he enraged the Irifh chieftains, obliged the king foon after 
to recall himt. The king of France had fallen into an 
abject fuperftition ; and was induced by a devotion, more 
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fincere than that of Henry, to make a pilgrimage to the 
tomb of Becket, in order to obtain his interceffion for 
the recovery of Philip, his eldeft fon. He probably 
thought himfelf well intitled to the favour of that faint, 
on account of their ancient intimacy ; and hoped, that 
Becket, whom he had protected while on earth, would not 
now, when he was fo highly advanced in heaven, forget 
his old friend and benefactor. The monks, fenfible that 
their {aint’s honour was concerned in the cafe, failed not 
to publifh, that Lewis’s prayers were anfwered, and that 
the young prince was reftored to health, by Becket’s in- 
terceffion. ‘That king himfelf was foon after ftruck with 
an apoplexy, which deprived him of his underftanding : 
Philip, though a youth of fifteen, took on him the admi- 
niftration, till his father’s death, which happened foon 
after, opened his way to the throne ; and he proved the 
ableft and greateft monarch that had governed that king- 
dom fince the age of Charlemagne. The fuperior years, 
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c ; ‘ P. however, and experience of Henry, while they moderated 
eases ey ambition, gave him fuch an afcendant over this prince, 
1180. that no dangerous rivalfhip, for a long time, arofe be- 
tween them, The Englith monarch, inftead of taking 
advantage of his fituation, rather employed his good of- 
fices in compofing the quarrels which arofe in the royal 
amily of France; and he was fuccefsful in mediating a 
reconciliation between Philip and his mother and uncles. 
Thefe fervices were but ill-requited by Philip, who, when 
he came to man’s eftate, fomented all the domeftic dif- 
cords in the royal family of England, and encouraged 
Henry’s fons in their ungrateful and undutiful behaviour 

towards him. 

Prince Henry, equally impatient of obtaining’ power, 
and incapable of ufing it, renewed to the king the demand 
of his refigning Normandy ; and on meeting with a re- 
fufal, he fled with his confort to the court of France: 
But not finding Philip, at that time, difpofed to enter 
into war for his fake, he accepted of his father’s offers 
of reconciliation, and made him fubmiffions. It was a 
cruel circumftance in the king’s fortune, that he could 
hope for no tranquillity from the criminal enterprizes of. 
his fons but by their mutual ‘difcord and animofities, 
which difturbed his family, and threw his ftate into con- 
vulfions. Richard, whom he had made mafter of Gui- 
enne, and who had difplayed his valour and military 
genius, by fuppreffing the revolts of his mutinous barons, 
refufed to obey Henry’s orders, in doing homage to his 
elder brother for that dutchy ; and he defended himfelf 
againft young Henry and Geoffrey, who, uniting their 
arms, carried war into his territories *, ‘The king with 
fome difficulty compofed this difference ; but immediately 
found his eldeft fon engaged in.confpiracies, and ready to 


take arms againft himfelf, While the young prince was 
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conducting thefe criminal defigns, he was feized with aC H_A P. 
fever at Martel, a caftle near Turenne, to which he had , — y 
retired in difecontent; and fecing the approaches of death, 1783 
he was at laft ftruck with remorfe for his undutiful beha- 

viour towards his father. He fent a meflage to the 

king, who was not far diftant ; exprefled his contrition 

for his faults ; and’ entreated the favour of a vifit, that 

he might at leaft die with the fatisfaction of having ob- 

tained his forgivenefs. Henry, who had fo often experi- 

enced the prince’s bao ae and violence, apprehended 

that his ficknefs was entirely fictitious, and he durft not 

entruft himfelf into his fon’s hands : But when he foon 

after received intelligence of young Henry’s death, and rith June, 
the proofs of his fincere repentance, this good prince WASyoune i! 
affected with the deepeft forrow ; he thrice fainted away ; Heary. 

he accufed his own a -hear sriesiiehh in refufing the dying 

requeft of his fon; e lamented, that he had deprived 

that prince of the laft soaianbe of making atonement 

for his offences, and of pouring out his foul in the 


bofom of his reconciled father This prince dicc 


in the twenty-cighth year of his age. 
Tuer behaviour of his furviving children did not tend 
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to give the k cing any con folation for this lofs. As prince 

] aty Ric e. ‘ ae 
Henry had left : pofterity, Ric hard was become heir to 
all hisdominions ; and the king intents d, that John, his 
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into that d au utchy, and even made pre parations Fe r car rrying’ 
the : 
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Henry fent for I Eleanor, his queen, the heirefs of Gui+ 
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Jominion. of  thefe. territoxies5 W hich. that prince, either 
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c Be P. retaining fome fenfe of duty towards her, readily ‘per= 
‘—~—/ formed ; and he peaceably returned to his father’s court, 
3183. No fooner was this quarrel accommodated, than Geoffrey, 
the moft vicious perhaps of all Henry’s unhappy family, 

broke out into violence ; demanded Anjou to be annexed 

to his dominions of Britanny ; and on meeting with a 
refufal, fled to the court of France, and levied forces 
againft his father *, Henry was freed from this danger 

by his fon’s death, who was flain in a tournament at 

Paris y, The widow of Geoffrey, foon after his deceafe, 

was delivered of a fon, who received the name of Arthur, 

and was invefted in the dutchy of Britanny, under the 
guardianthip of his grandfather, who, as duke of Nor- 
mandy, was alfo fuperior lord of that territory. Philip, 

as lord Paramount, difputed fome time his title to this 
wardfhip ; but was obliged to yield to the inclinations 

of the Bretons, who preferred the government of Henry. 
Crufades. Bur the rivalfhip between thefe potent princes, and 
all their inferior interefts, f{eemed now to have given 

place to the general paffion for the relief of the holy 

land, and the expulfion of the Saracens, Thofe infidels, 
though obliged to yield to the immenfe inundation of 
Chriftians in the firft crufade, had recovered courage after 

the torrent was paft; and attacking on all quarters the 
fettlements of the Europeans, had reduced thefe adven. 

turers to great difficulties, and obliged them to apply 

again for fuccours from the weft, A fecond crufade, 
under the emperor Conrade, and Lewis VII, king of 
France, in which there perifhed above 200,000 men, 
brought them but a temporary relief; and thofe princes, 

after lofing fuch immenfe armies, and feeing the flower 

of their nobility fall by their fide, returned with little 
honour into Europe. But thefe Tepeated misfortunes, 
which drained the weftern world of its people and trea- 
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fare, were not yet fufficient to cure men of their paffion © os P, 


for thofe fpiritual adventures ; and a new incident rekind- 
ted with frefh fury the zeal of the ecclefiaftics and mili- 
tary adventurers among the Latin Chriftians. Saladin, 
a prince of great generofity, bravery, and condu&, having 
fixed himfelf on the throne of Egypt, began to extend 
his conquefts over the eaft; and finding the fettlement of 
the Chriftians in Paleftine an invincible obftacle to the 
progrefs of his arms, he bent the whole force of his 
policy and valour to fubdue that fmall and barren, but 
important territory. Taking advantage of diffentions, 
which prevailed among the champions of the crofs, and 
having fecretly gained the count of Tripoli, who com- 
manded their armies, he invaded the frontiers with a 
mighty power ; and, aided by the treachery of that count, 
gained over them at Tiberiade a complete victory, which 
utterly annihilated the force of the already languifhing 
kingdom of Jerufalem. The holy city itfelf fell into 
his hands after a feeble refiftance; the kingdom of An- 
tioch was almoft entirely fubdued ; and except fome mari- 
time towns, nothing confiderable remained of thofe 
boafted: conquefts, which, near a century before, it had 
coft the efforts of all Europe to acquire 2, 

Tue weftern Chriftians were aftonifhed on receiving 
this difmal intelligence. Pope Urban III. it is pretended, 
died of grief; and his fucceflor, Gregory VIII. em- 
ployed the whole time of his fhort pontificate in rouzing 
to arms all the Chriftians who acknowledged his autho- 
rity. The general cry was, that they were unworthy 
of enjoying any inheritance in heaven, who did not vin- 
dicate from the dominion of the infidels the inheritance 
of God on earth, and deliver from flavery that country 
which had been confecrated by the footfteps of their 
Redeemer. William, archbifhop of Tyre, having pro- 
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¢ iA P. cured a conference between Henry and Philip near Gifors, 
Wwar-w enforced all thefe topics ; gave a pathetic defcription of 
1188, 


2ift Janue 
ary, 


the miferable ftate of the eaftern Chriftians 3 and employ- 
ed every argument to excite the ruling pailions of the age, 
fuperttition and jealoufy of military honour «. The two 
monarchs immediately took the crofs 3 Many of their 
moft confiderable vaffals imitated the example > ; and as 
the emperor Frederic I. entered into the fame confederacy, 
fome well-grounded hopes of fuccefs were entertained ; 
and men flattered themfelves, that an enterprize, which 
had failed under the condu& of many independant lead- 
ers, or of imprudent princes, might at latt, by. the 
efforts of {uch potent and able monarchs, be brought to 
a happy iffue. 
Tue kings of France and Eneland impofed a tax, 
amounting to the tenth of all 
t 


moveable goods, on fuch as 
remained at home « 3 but as hey exempted fron this bur- 
den mot of the regular clergy, the fecular afpired to the 
fame immunity; pretended that their duty obliged them 
to affift the crufade with their prayers alone; and it was 
with fome difficulty they were conftrained to defift from 
an oppofition, which in them, who had been the chief 
Promoters of thofe pious enterprizes, appeared with the 
worft grace imaginable‘. ‘This backwardnefs of the 
clergy is perhaps a fymptom, that the enthufiaftic ardour, 
which had at firft {eized the people for crufades, was 
now by time and ill fuccefs confiderably abated ; and 
that the frenzy was chiefly fupported by the military 
genius and love of glory in the monarchs. 

Burr before this great machine could be put in motion, 
there were {till many obftacles to furmount, Philip, 
jealous of Henry’s power, entered into a private confe- 
deracy with young Richard ; and working on his ambi- 
tious and impatient temper, perfuaded him, inftead of 

2 Bened. Abb, p. car, b Neubrig. p, 435» Heming. p, 512, 
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fupporting 
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fupporting and agerandizing that monarchy, which he HA P- 
Was one day to inherit, to feek prefent power and inde- ae 
pendance, by difturbing and difmembering it. In order, %89 
to give a pretence for hoftilities between the two kings, Sas: 
Richard broke into the territories of Raymond, count ao 
Touloufe, who immediately carried his complaints of this 
violence before the king of France as his fuperior lord. 
Philip remonftrated with Henry; but received for anfwer, 

that Richard had confeffed to the archbifhop of Dublin, 

that his enterprize againft Raymond had been under- 
taken by the approbation of Philip himfelf, and was 
conducted by his authority. The king of France, who 
might have been covered with fhame and.confufion by 

this detection, ftill profecuted his defign, and invaded 

the provinces of Berri.and Auvergne, under colour of 
revenging the quarrel of the count of Touloufe °. 
Henry retaliated, by making inroads upon the frontiers 

of France, and burning Dreux. As this war, which 
deftroyed all hopes of fuccefs in the projected crufade, 

gave great {candal, the two kings held a conference at 

the accuftomed place between Gifors and Trie, in order 

to find means of accommodating their diflerences: —They 
feparated on worfe terms than before; and Philip, to 
fhow his difguft, ordered a great elm, under which the 
conferences had been ufually held, to be cut down £ 5 

as if he had renounced all defire of accommodation, 

and was determined to carry the war to extremity againft 

the king of England. But his own vaflals refufed to 

ferve under him in fo invidious a caufe&; and he was 
obliged to come anew to a conference with Henry, and 

to offer terms of peace. Thefe terms were fuch as 
entirely opened the eyes of the king of England, and fully 
convinced him of the perfidy of his fon, and his fecret 
alliance with Philip, of which he had before only enter- 
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c ! AP. tained fome fufpicion. The king of France required, 
wr that Richard thould be crowned king of England in the 


1189 


life-time of his father, fhould be invefted in all his tranf- 
marine dominions, and fhould immediately efpoufe Alice, 
Philip’s fifter, to whom he had formerly been affianced, 
and who had already been conduéted into England °. 
Henry had experienced. fuch fatal effe€ts, both from the 
crowning of his, eldeft fon, and from that prince’s alli- 
ance with the royal family of France, that he rejected 
thefe terms ; and Richard, in confequence of his fecret 
agreement with Philip, immediately revolted from him ‘ 
did homage to the king of France for al! the dominions 
which Henry held of that crown, and received the in- 
vettitures, as if he had already been the lawful proprietor. 
Some hiftorians affert, that Henry himfelf had become 
enamoured of young Alice, and mention this as an addi- 
tional reafon for his refufing thefe conditions: But he 
had fo many other juft and equitable motives for his 
condudt, that it is fuperfluous to affign a caufe, which the 
great prudence and advanced age of that monarch render 
fomewhat improbable. 

CarpInau Albano, the pope’s legate, difpleafed with 
thefe encreafing obftacles to the crufade, excommunicated 
Richard, as the chief {pring of difcord : But the fentence 
of excommunication, which, when it was properly pre- 
pared, and was zealoufly fupported by the clergy, had 
often great influence in that age, proved entirely ineffec- 
tual in the prefent cafe. The chief barons of Poiétou, 
Guienne, Normandy, and Anjou, being attached to the 
young prince, and finding that he had now received the 
inveftiture from their fuperior lord, declared for him, and 
made inroads into the territories of fuch as ftill adhered 
to the king. Henry, difquieted by the daily revolts of 
his mutinous fubjeéts, and dreading ftill worfe effects 

h Bened. Abb, p, 52%- Hoveden, p, 652. i Brompton, p. 1149. 
Neubrig, p. 437, ; 

from 
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from their turbulent difpofition, had again recourfe to © HA Pe 
papal authority ; and engaged the cardinal Anagni, who _ 
had fucceeded Albano in the legatefhip, to threaten Philip ~ 1189. 
with laying an interdict on all his dominions. But Phi- 

lip, who was a prince of great vigour and capacity, 
defpifed the menace, and told Anagni, that it belonged 

not to the pope to interpofe in the temporal difputes of 
princes, much lefs in thofe between him and his rebellious 

vaflal. He even proceeded fo far as to reproach him with 
partiality, and with receiving bribes from the king of 
England *; while Richard, till more outrageous, offered 

to draw his fword againft the legate, and was hindered, 

by the interpofition alone of the company, from com~ 

mitting violence upon him }. 

Tue king of England was now obliged to defend his 
dominions by arms, and to engage in a war with France 
and with his eldeft fon, a prince of great valour, on fuch 
difadvantageous terms. Ferté-Barnard fell firft into the 
hands of the enemy: Mans was next taken by affault ; 
and Henry, who had thrown himfelf into that place, 
efcaped with fome difficulty™: Amboife, Chaumont, 
and Chateau de Loire, opened their gates on the appear 
ance of Philip and Richard: Tours was invefted ; and 
the king, who had retired to Saumur, and had daily in- 
ftances of the cowardice or infidelity of his governors, 
expected the moft difmal iflue to all his enterprizes. 
While he was in this ftate of defpondency, the duke of 
Burgundy, the count of Flanders, and the archbifhop of 
Rheims interpofed with their good offiees ; and the intel- 
ligence, which he received of the taking of Tours, and 
which made him fully fenfible of the defperate fituation 
of his affairs, fo fubdued his fpirit, that he fubmitted to 
all the rigorous terms, which were impofed upon him, 
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He agreed, that Richard fhould marry the princefs Alice; 
that that prince fhould receive the homage and oath of 
fealty of all his fubjects both in England and his tranf- 
marine dominions ; that he himfelf fhould pay twenty 
thoufand marks to the king of France as a compenfation 
for the charges of the war; that his own barons fhould 
engage to make him obferve this treaty by force, and in 
cafe of his violating,it, fhould promife to join Philip and 
Richard againft him; and that all his vaffals, who had 
entered into confederacy with Richard, fhould receive an 
indemnity for this offence °. 

Bur the mortification, which Henry, who had been 
accuftomed to give the law in moft treatiés, received 
froth thefe difadvantageous terms, was the leaft that he 
met with on this occafion. When he demanded a lift of 
thofe barons, to whom he was bound to grant a pardon 
for their connections with Richard; he was aftonithed to 
find, at the head of them, the name of his fecond fort, 
John®; who had always been his favourite, whofe inte- 
refts he had ever anxioufly at heart, and who had even, 
on account of his afcendant over him, often excited’ the 
jealoufy of Richard’. The unhappy father, already overs 
loaded with cares and forrows, finding this laft difap-. 
pointment in his domeftic tendernefs, broke out into 
expreffions of the utmoft defpair, curfed the day in which 
he received his miferable being, and beftowed, on his 
ungrateful and undutiful children, a malediftion which 
he never could be prevailed on to retra&t 1. The more 
his heart was difpofed to friendfhip and affection, the 
mote he refented the barbarous return, which his four 
fons had fucceflively made to his parental care ; and this 
finifhing blow, by depriving him of every comfort in 


4" M, Paris, p. 106, Bened, Abb. p. 545. Hoveden, p, 653, 
© Hoveden, p. 654, P ened, Abb. p, sqrt. 4 Hoveden, 
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life, quite broke his fpirit, and threw him into a linger- c aS P, 


ing fever, of which he expired, at the caftle of Chinon jamee 
near Saumur. His natural fon, Geoffrey, who alone éth Talys 
had behaved dutifully towards him, attended his corpfé Death 
to the nunnery of Fontervrault; where it lay in ftate in 

the abbey-church. Next day, Richard, who came to 

vifit the dead body of his father, and who, notwithftand- 

ing his criminal conduét, was not wholly deftitute of 
generofity, was ftruck with horror and remorfe at the 

fight ; and as the attendants obferved, that, at that very 

inftant, blood gufhed from the mouth and noftrils of the 

corpfe ', he exclaimed, agreeably to a vulgar fuperftition, 

that he was his father’s murderer; and he expreffed a 

deep fenfe, though too late, of that undutiful behaviour, 

which had brought his parent to an untimely grave *. 

Tuus died, in the fifty-eighth year of his age and and charac- 
thirty-fifth of his reign, the greateft prince of his time, “of Hear. 
for wifdom, virtue and ability, and the moft powerful in 
extent of dominion of all thofe that had ever filled the 
throne of England. His charaéter, in private as well asin 
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public life, is almoft without a blemifh ; and he feems to 
have pollefled every accomplifhment both of body and 
mind, which makes a man either eftimable or amiable. 
He was of a middle ftature, ftrong and well proportioned ; 
his-countenance was lively and engaging; his converfa- 

le and. entertaining; his elocution: eafy, per= 
fuiafive, and ever at command. He loved peace, but pof- 
feffed. both bravery and conduét im war; was provident 
without timidity Z fevere in the execution of juftice with- 
out: rigour; and temperate without aufterity.. He pre- 
ferved health, and kept himfelf from corpulency, to which 
he: was: fomewhat inclined, by an abftemious- dict, and 


by frequent exercife, particularly hunting. When he 


could enjoy Icifure, he recreated him{clf. cither in learned 


r Bened Abb. p. 547+) Brompton, pe TT 5% o M, Paris, p. 1C7» 
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c ey P- converfation or in reading ; and he cultivated his natural 

t——_, talents by ftudy, above any prince of his time. His af- 
3389. feétions, as well as his enmities, were warm and durable > 

and his long experience of the ingratitude and infidelity 

of men never deftroyed the natural fenfibility of his tem~- 

per, which difpofed him to friendfhip and fociety. His 

character has been tranfinitted to us by feveral writers, 

who were his contemporaries '; and it extremely refembles, 

in its moft remarkable ftrokes, that of his maternal 

grandfather Henry I. : Excepting only, that ambition, 

which was a ruling paffion in both, found not in the firft 

Henry fuch unexceptionable means of exerting itfelf, and ~ 

pufhed that prince into meafures, which were both crimi- i 

nal in themfelves, and were the caufe of farther crimes, 

from which his. grandfon’s. condu& was happily ex- ' 

empted. 


THIs prince, like moft of his predeceffors of the Nor« ! 

man line, except Stephen, pafled more of his time on the |! 

Shige continent than in this iland: He was furrounded with 
tions of this the Englith gentry and nobility, when abroad: The ! 
op French gentry and nobility attended him when he refided | 
in England: Both nations ated in the government, as if 

they were the fame people; and on many occafions, the f 
legiflatures feem not to have been diftinguifhed. As the t 

king and all the Englifh barons were of French ex= | ames 
traction, the manners of that people acquired the afcen« i 

dant, and were regarded as the medels of imitation. All { 

foreign improvements, thereforé, fuch as they were, in y 
literature and politenefs, in laws and arts, feem:now to 

have been, in a good meafure, tranfplanted into England; 


f 
and that kingdom was become little inferior, in all the ‘ 
fafhionable accomplifhments, to any of its neighbours on i 
the continent. The more homely, byt more fenfible l 

t Petri Blef. evift, 46, 47. in Bibliotheca Patrum, vol. xxiv. p, 985, 986, 0 
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fanners and principles of the Saxe ons, were exchanged C 8 AP 
for the affeCtations of chiva alry, and the fubtilties of fehool hia ) 
philofophy: The feudal “ideas of civil government, the 1789. 
Romith fentiments in relis gions had taken entire poffefiion 

of the people: By the former; the fenfe of fubmiffion to- 

wards princes was fomewhat diminifhed in the barons 3 

by the latter, the devoted attachment to papal authority 

Was much augmented among the élerey: “The Norman 

and other foreign families, eftablifhed in England, had 

now ftruck deep root ; and being entirely incorporated 

with the people, whom at firft they epprefled and defpifed; 

they no longer thought that they needed the proteGtion’ 

of the crown for the enjoyment of their fortunes, or confi- 

dered their tenure as precarious or dependant. They afpired 

to the fame liberty and independance, which ‘they faw 

enjoyed by their brethren on the continent, and defired to 

feftrain thofe exorbitant prerogatives and arbitrary prac- 

tices, which the neceffities of war and the violence of 
conqueft had at firft obliged them to indulge in their mo- 

narch, ‘That memory alfo of 4 more equal govern- 

ment under the Sax6n princes, which remained with the 

Englith, diffufed ftill farther the fpirit of liberty, and 

madé the barons both defirous of more independance to 
themfelves, and willing to indulge it to the people. And 

it was not long ’ere this fecret. evolution- in the fenti- 
ments of men produced, firft violent convulfions in the 
ftate, then an evident alteration in the maxims of go- 


vernment, 
Tue hiftory of all 


fince the conqueft, gives evident proofs of the d 
tending the feudal inftitutions; the licentioufnefs of the 


the preceding kings of England 


iford ders at~ 


barons, their fpirit of rebellion agai inft the prince and 
The conduét 


} 


7. Ass 
laws; and of animofity againit each other: 
of the barons in the t ine dominions of thofe mo- 


narchs afforded perha 
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c HD P. thefe convulfions; and the hiftory of France, during fe- 
(cy vera ages, confifts almoft entirely of narrations of this 


1189. 


nature. The cities, during the continuance of this vio- 
lent government, could neither be very numerous nor 
populous; and there occur inftances, which feem to 
prove, that, though thefe are always the firft feat of law 
and liberty, their police was in general loofe and irregu- 
lar, and expofed to the fame diforders, with thofe by 
which the country was generally infefted. It was a cuf- 
tom in London for great numbers, to the amount of a 
“hundred or more, the fons and relations of confiderable 
citizens, to form themfelves into a licentious confede- 
racy, to break into rich houfes and plunder them, to rob 
and murder the paflengers, and to commit with impunity 
all forts of diforder. By thefe crimes, it had become fo 
dangerous to walk the ftreets by night, that the citizens 
durft no more venture abroad after fun-fet, than if they 
had been expofed to the incurfions of a public enemy. 
The brother of the earl of Ferrars had been murdered by 
fome of thofe noéturnal rioters ; and the death of fo emi- 
nent a perfon, which was much more regarded than that 
of many thoufands of an inferior ftation, fo provoked the 
king, that he fwore vengeance againft the criminals, and 
became thenceforth more rigorous in the execution of the 
laws *, 

THERE is another inftance given by hiftorians, which 
proves to what a height fuch riots had proceeded, and how 
open thefe criminals were in committing their robberies. 
AA band of them had attacked the houfe of a rich citizen, 
with an intention of plundering it; had broken through 
a ftone-wall with hammers and wedges ; and had already 
enteréd the houfe fword in hand ; when the citizen, armed 
cap-a-pee and fupported by his faithful fervants, appeared 
in the paflage to oppofe them: He cut off the right hand 
of the firft robber that entered ; and made fuch ftout re- 

* Bened, Abb, p. 196, 
fiftance, 
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fiftance, that his neighbours had leifure to affemble, and C H A P, 
come to his relief. The man, who loft his hand, was, se: ) 
taken ; and was tempted by the promife of pardon to 289. 
reveal his confederates ; among whom was one John Ses 

nex, efteemed among the richeft and beft-born citizens in 

London. He was conviéted by the ordeal trial; and 

though he offered five hundred marks for his life, the 

king refufed the money, and ordered him to be hanged ¥. 

It appears from a ftatute of Edward I. that thefe diforders 

were not remedied even in that reign. It was then made 

penal to go out at night after the hour of the curfew, to 

carry a weapon, or to walk without a light or lanthorn *. 

It is faid in the preamble to this law, that, both by night 


and by day, there were continual frays in the ftreets of 
London. 

Henrvy’s exactnefs in adminiftering juftice had gained 
him fo great a reputation, that even foreign and diftant 
princes made him arbiter, and fubmitted their differences 
to his judgment. Sanchez, king of Navarre, having 
fome controverfies with Alfonfo, king of Caftile, was 
contented, though Alfonfo had married the daughter of 
Henry, to chufe this prince for a referee; and they 
agreed, each of them to confign three caftles into neutral 
hands, as a pledge of their not departing from his award, 
Henry made the caufe be examined before his great coun= 
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cil, and gave a fentence, which was fubmitted to by both 
parties. Thefe two Spanifh kings fent each a ftout cham- 


ise’ at 


pion to the court of England, in order to defend his caufe 
by arms, in cafe the way of duel had been chofen by 


Henry’. 
Henry fo far abolifhed the barbarous and abfurd 


practice of confifcating fhips; which had been wrecked 
on the coaft, that he ordained, if one man or animal was 
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alive in the fhip, that the veffel and goods fhould be re- 
ftored to the owners ” 

THE reign of Henry was remarkable alfo for an innova- 
tion, which was afterwards carried farther by his facceffors, 
and was attended with the moft important confequences to 
the government. This prince was difgufted with the fpecies 
of military force, which was éftablifhed By the feudal in- 
ftitutions, and which, though it was extremely burdenfome 
to the fubject, yet rendered very little fervice to the fove- 
reign. ‘The barons, or military tenants, came late into 


ve 


the field ; they were obliged to ferve only for forty days 
they were unfkil fil and difordetly in all their operations 5 
and they were apt to carry into the camp the fame re- 
fra&tory and independant fpirit, to which they were accuf- 
tomed in their civil government. Henry, therefore, in= 
troduced the practice of ifiakiig a commutation of their 
military fervice for money ; and } helevied fctitages from 
his baronies and ‘knights fees, inftead of requiring the 
petfonal attendance of his vaffals. There is mention 
made, in the hiftory of the € Ho nee of thefe fcutages 


2 . “nnd 
in his fecond, fifth, and 


ith year*; and other 
Writers give us an account of three more of them». When 
the prince had thus obtained money, he made a contract 

with fome of thofe adventurers, in which Europe at that 
time abounded: They found him foldiers of the fame 
character with themfelves, who were bound to ferve for 
a ftipulated time: The armies were lefs numerous, but 
more ufeful, than when compoféd of all the military vaf- 
fals of the crown: The feudal inftitutions began to re- 
lax: The kings became rapacious for money, on which 
all their power depended: The barons, feeing no end of 
exactions, fought to defend their property : ‘And as the 
fame caufes had ‘nearly the fame effe€ts, in the different 


z Rymer, vol, i. p. 36. 4 Madox, pi 435, 436, 4375 43% 
® Tyrre), vol. ii. p. 466, from the records, 


countries 
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eountries of Europe, the { 
tr ° 
quired authority, accordin 
this conteft. 
‘THis prince was alfo the firft that levied a tax on the 
ee 


moveables or perfonal eftates of his fubjeGts, nobles as well 


to. their - differ 


as commons. . Their es for the holy wats made them 
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fubmit to this innovation; and a precedent. being once 


obtained, this taxation ie, in following reigns, the 
ufual method of f 
ra 


The tax. ef Dane fo gener 


the neceffities of the crown. 


‘odious to the nation, 


Was remitted in this reign. 

Ir was a.ufual pragtice of the kings of England, to 
repeat the ceremony of their coronation thrice every year, 
on aflembling the ftates at the three great feftivals. Hen- 
ry, after the firft years of his reign, never renewed this 
ceremony, which was found to be very expenfive and very 
ufelefs. None of his fucceffors ever revived it. It is 
confidered as a great aét of grace in this prince, that he 
mitigated the rigour of the foreft laws, and punithed any 
tranfereffions of them, not capitally, but by fines,,.ims 
prlppment, and other more moderate penalties. 

Since we are here colleCting fome detached incidents, 
which fhow the genius of the ave, and which could not fo 
well enter into the body of our hiffory, it may not be 
amifs to mention the quarrel between Roger archbifhos 


of York, alt 


War 
We 


nop of Canterbury. 


may judge of the Gates ace of military men and laymen, 


when ecclefiaftics could proceed to fuch extremities. Car- 
dinal Haguezun being fent, in 1176, as leg: 
tain, fummoned an afer nbly of the cl ergy at London ; ; 


te into Bri- 


t 


and as both the axchhithop S = pretended to fit on his 


between them, The monks and sigs of arc 
Richard fell upon Roger, in the prefence of the cardinal 
and of the fynod, threw him to the ground, trampled him 
under foot, and fo bruifed him with blows, that he was 
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Cc rs A P. taken up half dead, and his life was, with difficulty, faved 
uw from their violence. The archbifhop of Canterbury was 


r189; 


obliged to pay a large fum of money to the legate, in or- 
der to fupprefs all complaints with regard to this enor- 
mity °. 

We are told by Gyraldus Cambrenfis, that the monks 
and prior of St. Swithun threw themfelves, one day, prof- 
trate on the ground and in the mire before Henry, com- 
plaining, with many tearsand much doleful lamentation, 
that the bifhop of Winchefter, who was alfo their abbot, 
had cut off three difhes from their table. How many has 
he left you, faid the king? Ten only, replied the difcon- 
folate monks. I myfelf, exclaimed the king, never have 
more than three ; and I enjoin your bifhop to reduce you 
to the fame number 4. 

Tuis king left only two legitimate fons, Richard, who 
fucceeded him, and John, who inherited no territory, 
though his father had often intended to leave him a part 
of his extenfive dominions. He was thence commonly 
denominated Lackland. Henry left three legitimate daugh- 
ters ; Maud, born in 1156, and married to Henry, duke 
of Saxony ; Eleanor, born in 1162, and married to Al- 
phonfo, king of Caftile; Joan, born in 1165, and mar- 
ried to William, king of Sicily ¢ 

Hewry is faid by ancient hiftorians to have been of a 
a very amorous difpofition : They mention two of his 
natural fons by Rofamond, daughter of lord Cl lifford, 
namely Richard Longefpée, or Longfword, (fo called from 
the fword he ufually wore) who was afterwards married 
to Ela, the daughter and heir of the earl of Sal ifbury ; and 

Geoffrey, firft bifhop of Lincoln, then archbifhop of York, 
All the other circumftances of the ftory, commonly told 
of that lady, feem to be fabulous, 


© Bened, Abb. p. 138, 139 Brompton, p. 1109. Chron, Gery, P. 1433, 
Neubrig. p 413. 4 Gir, Camb, caps 5. in Anglia Sacra, vol, ii, 
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T: HIS queftion has been difputed with as great zeal and 
even acrimony between the Scotch and Irifh antiqua- 
ries, as if the honour of their refpective countries were the 
moft deeply concerned in the decifion. We fhall not enter into 
any detail on fo uninterefting a fubject; but fhall propofe our 
opinion in a few words. It appears more than probable, from 
the fimilitude of language and manners, that Britain either was 
originally peopled, or was fubdued, by the migration of inha- 
bitants from Gaul, and Ireland from Britain : The pofition of 
the feveral countries, is an additional reafon that favours this 
conclufion. It appears alfo probable, that the migrations of 
that colony of Gauls or Celts, who peopled or fubdued Ire- 
land, was originally made from the north-weft parts Of Britain; 
and this conjecture (if it do not merit a higher name) is 
founded both on the Irith language, which is a very different 
dialeé&t from the Welfh and from the language anciently fpoken 
sn South Britain, andonthe vicinity of Lancafhire, Cumberlands 
Galloway and Argylefhire to that ifland. Thefe events, as 
they pafied long before the age of hiftory and records, muft be 
known by reafoning alone, which in this cafe feems to be 
pretty fatisfactory : Crefar and Tacitus, not to mention a mul- 
titude of other Greek and Roman authors, were guided by 
like inferences. But befides thefe primitive faéts, which lie 
in a very remote antiquity, it is a matter of pofitive and un- 
doubted teftimony, that the Roman province of Britain, during 
the time of the lower empire, was much infefted by bands of 
Hh4 robbers 
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robbers or pyrates, whom the provincial Britons called Scots 
1 1 


or Scuits; a name which was probably ufed as aterm of re- 
proach, and which th 


fe banditti themfelves did not acknow- 


ledge or afflume. We may infer from two paflages in Clau- 
dian, and from one‘in Orofivs and another in Ifidore, that the 
chief feat of thefe Scots was in | 
1 
t 


ind. That fome part of 
the Irith freebooters migrated back to the north-weft parts of: 


Britain, whence their anceftors had probably been derived in 
e, is pofitively afferted by Bede, and implied 
ither of thefe authors expldin whether 
Ivith Scots made their fettlement by force or confent, or by 
ami I 


xture of both. I grant, that neither Bede nor Gildas are 
} 


Cefars or Tacitufes; but fuch as they are, they remain 
the { t, and therefore muft -be -re- 


lappily, the frivoloufnefs of 
ponds to the weaknefs of the authorities. 
WNot:to mention, that, if any part of the traditional hiftory of 


a barbarous people can be relied on, it is the genealogy of na- 


tions, and even fometimes that of families. It is-vain to argue 
iff thefe facts from the fuppofed warlike difpofition of the 
landers and unwarlike of the ancient Irith. 'Thofe argu- 
ments are {till much weaker than the authorities. Nations 


change very.quickly in thefe particulars. The Britons were 
unable to refift the Pi&s and Scots, and invited over the Sax- 
ons for their defence, who repelled thofe invaders: Yet the 
fame Britons valiantly refifted for 150 years not only this vic- 
torious band of Saxons, but infinite numbers more, who poured 
in upon them from all quarters. Robert Bruce in 1322 madea 
peace, in which England, after many defeats, was conftrained 
to acknowledge the independance of his country: Yet inno 
more diftant period than ten years after, Scotland was totally 
fubdued by a {mall handful of Englifh, led by a few private 
noblemen. All hiftory is-full of fuch events, The Irith Scots, 
in the courfe of twoor three centuries, might find time and op- 
portunities fuficient to fettle in North Britain, though. we can 
neither affign the period nor caufes of that revolution, Their 
barbarous manner of life rendered them much fitter than the 
Romans for fubduing thefe mountaineers. And in a word, it 
is clear, from the language of the two-countries, that the 
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Highlanders and the Irifh are the fame people, and thar the 
one are a colony fromthe other. We'have pofitiveevidence; 
which, though from neutral perfons, is not perhaps the bef 
that may be withed for, that the former {prang from the lat- 
ter: We have no evidence at all that the latter fprang from 
the former. I thall add, that the name of Erfe or Irifh, given 
by the law country Scots.to:the language of the Scotch High- 
landers, is.a certain proof of the traditional opinion, delivered 
from father to fon, that the latter people: came originally from 


Ireland. 
7 NOTE [Bl], p. 127: 


I 

HERE is a feeming contradiétion in ancient hiftorians 

with regard to fome circumftances in the flory of Edwy 
and Elgiva. It is agreed, ‘that this prince had a violent paf= 
fion'for his fecond or third coufin, Elgiva, whom he married, 
though within the degrees prohibited by the canons. Itisalfo 
agreed, that he was dragged from a lady on the day of his co- 


gular barbarity above mentioned. The’ only di 


Ofberne and fome others call her his ftrumpet, not his wife, as 


nce is, that 


fhe is faid to be by Malmefbury. But this difference is eafily 
recontiled: For if Edwy married her contrary to the canons, 
the monks would be fure to deny her to-beshis wife, and would 
infift that fhe could be nothing but his ftrumpet: So that, on 
the whole, we may efteem this reprefentation of the matter as 
certdin; at leaft, as by far the mof probable. If Edwy “had 
only kept a miftrefs, it is well known, that there are methods 
of accommodation with the church, which would ‘have pre- 
vented the clergy from proceeding to fach extren nities again 
him: But his marriage contrary to the canons, was an infult 
on their authority, and called for their higheft refentment. 


NOTE [C], p. 118. 


m ANY of theEnglifrhiftorians make Edgar’s fhips amount 
M to an extravagant number, to 3606, or 3600 : See Ho- 
yeden, p. 426. Flor. Wigorn. p.607. Abbas Rieval.-p. 360. 
Brompton, p- 869, fays that Edgar had 4oe0 veffels. How 
can thefe accounts be reconciled to probability, and to the 
fate of the: navy inthe time of Alfred? W. Thorne makes the 

whole 
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whole number amount only to 300, which is more probable. 
The fleet of Ethelred, Edgar’s fon, muft have been fhort of 
¥000 fhips ; yet the Saxon Chronicle, p. 137, fays it was the 
greateft navy that ever had been feen in England. 


NOTE [D], p. 141. 


LMOST all the ancient hiftorians {peak of this maflacre 
of the Danes as if it had been univerfal, and:as if every 
individual of that nation throughout England had been put to 
death. But the Danes were almoft the fole inhabitants in the 
kingdoms of Northumberland and Eaft-Anglia, and were very 
numerous in Mercia. This reprefentation therefore of the 
matter is abfolutely impoffible. Great refiftance muft have 
been anade, and violent wars enfued; which was not the cafe. 
This account given by Wallingford, though he ftands fingle, 
muft be admitted as the only true one. We are told, that the 
name Lurdane, lord Dane, for an idle lazy fellow, who lives at 
other people’s expence, came from the’condu& of the Danes, 
who were puttodeath, But the Englith princes had been in- 
tirely mafters for feveral generations ; and only fupported a 
military corps of that nation. It feems probable, therefore, 
that it was thefe Danes only that were put to death, 


NOTE [E], p. 167. 


HE ingenious author of the article Gopwin, in the 
ae Biographia Britannica, has endeavoured to clear the 
memory of that nobleman, upon the fuppofition, that all the 
Englifh annals had been falfified by the Norman hiftorians after 
the conqueft. But that this fuppofition has not much founda- 
tion, appears hence, that almoft all thefe hiftorians have given 
avery good charatter of his fon Harold, whom it was much 
more the intereft of the Norman caufe to blacken. 


NOTE [F], p..177. 


HE whole flory of the tranfaGtions between Edward, 
Harold, and the duke of Normandy, is told fo diffe- 
rently by the ancient writers, that there are few important 
paflages of the Enplith hiftory liable to fo great uncertainty, 
I have followed the account, which appeared to me the moft 
confiftent 
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confiftent and probable. It does not feem likely, that Edward 
ever executed a will in the duke’s favour, much lefs that he 
got it ratified by the flates of the kingdom, as is afirmed by 
fome, The will would have been known to all, and would 
have been produced by the Conqueror, to whom it gave fo 
plaufible, and really fo juft a title; but the doubtful and ame 
biguous manner in which he feems always to have mentioned 
it, proves, that he could only plead the known intentions of 
that monarch in his favour, which he was defirous to calla 
will. ‘There is indeed a charter of the Conqueror preferved 
by Dr. Hickes, vol. i. where he calls himfelf rex hereditarius, 
meaning heir by will; but a prince, poflefied of fo much 
power, and attended with fo much fuccefs, may employ what 
pretence he pleafes: It is fufficient to refute bis pretences to 
obferve, that there is a great difference and variation among 
hiftorians with regard toa point, which, had it been real, mut 
have been agreed upon by all of them. 

Again, fome hiftorians, particularly Malmfbury and Mathew 
of Weftminfter, affirm that Harold had no intention of going 
over to Normandy, but that taking the air in a pleafure-boat 
on the coaft, he was driven over by ftrefs of weather to the ter- 
ritories of Guy count of Ponthieu : But befides that this ftory 
is not probable in itfelf, and is contradiéted by moft of the an- 
cient hiftorians, it is contradiéted by a very curious and au- 
thentic monument lately difcovered. It isatapeftry, preferved 
in ‘the ducal palace of Roiien, and fappofed to have been 
wrought by orders of Matilda, wife ta the emperor: At leaft 
it is of very great antiquity. Harold is there reprefented as 
taking his departure from king Edward in execution of fome 
commifiion, and mounting his veffel with a great train, The 
defign of redeeming his brother and nephew, whowere hoftages, 
3s the moft likely caufe that can be afligned; and is accordingly 
mentioned by Eadmer, Hoveden, Brompton, and Simeon of 
YPurham. Fora farther account of this piece of tapeftry, fee 
Hiftoire de Academie de Literature, tom, ix, page 533+ 

NOTE [G], p- 201- 
if T appears from the ancient tranflations of the Saxon annals 


and laws, and from king Alfred’s tranflation of Bede, as 


ell as from all the ancient hiftorians, that comes in Latin, a/- 
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derman in Saxon, and earl in Dano-Saxon were quite fynoni- 
mous." ‘There is only a claufe in a law of king Athelfan’s, 
(fee Spelm. Conc. p. 406.) which has tumbled fome antiqua~ 
ties, and has made them imagine that an earl was fuperior to 
an alderman, ‘The weregild or the price of an earl’s blood is 
there fixed at 15,009 thrimfas, equal to that of an archbifhop; 
whereas that of a bifhop and alderman is only Scoo thrimfas, 
To folve this difficulty we muft have recourfe to Selden’s con- 
jeCture, (fee his Titles of Honour, chap. v..p..603, €04.) that 
the term of earl was in the age of Athelftan jut beginning to 
be in ufe in England, and ftood at. that time for the atheling or 
prince of the blood, heir to the crown. ‘This ke confirms bya 
law of Canute, § 55. where an atheling and an archbifhop are 
put upon the fame footing. 1n another law of the fame Athel- 
ftan the weregild of the prince or atheling is faid to be 15;Q00 
thrimfas. See Wilkins, p..71. Hes therefore the {ame who 
is called earl in the former law. 


NOTE [H], p. 253. 


HERE is a paper or record of the family of Sharneborne, 

which pretends, that that family, which was Saxon, was 
reftored upon proving their innocence, as well as other Saxon 
families, which were in the fame fituation. Though this paper 
was able to impofe on {uch great antiquaries as Spellman (fee 
Gloft. in verbo Drenges) and Dugdale, (fee Baron. yol. i. 
Pp. 118,) it is proved by Dr. Brady (fee anfw. to Petyt, pe 1t, 
12.) to have been a forgery ; and is allowed as fuch by Tyrrel, 
though a pertinacious defender of his party-notions, (fee his 
hit. vol. ii. introd. p.51..73) Ingulf, P- 70.,tell us, that very 
early Hereward, though abfent during the time of the conguett, 
was turned out of all his eftate, and could not obtain redrefs. 
William even plundered the monafteries. Flor. Wigorn, 
p- 636. Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 48. M. Paris, 
p- 5. Sim. Dan. p. z00. Diceto, p. 482. Brompton, p. 967, 
Knyghton, p. 2344. Alur. Beverl. p..130. We are told by 
Ingulf, that Ivo de 'Taillebois plundered the monaftery of 
Croyland of a great part of its land; and no redrefs could be 
obtained, 


NOTE 
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NOTE [I], p. 253. 


‘TT HE obliging all the inhiabieants to put out their fires and 
lights at ceftain hours, upon the founding of a bell, 
called the courfex, is reprefented by Polydore Virgil, lib. 9. as 
a mark of the fervitude of the Englifh. But this was a law of 
police, which William had previoufly eftablifhed in Normandy. 
See du Moulin; hift. de Normandie, p. 160. The fame law 
had place in Scotland, LL, Burgor. cap. 86. 


NOTE [K], p. 260. 


HAT thefe laws were of Edward the Confeffor, which 
the Englifh, every reign during a century and a half, 
defire fo paffionately to have reftored, is much difputed by an- 
tiquaries, and our ignorance of them feems one of the greateft 
defeets in the ancient Englih hiftory. The colleétion of laws 
if Wilkins, which pafs under the name of Edward, are plainly 
@ pofterior and an ignorant compilation. Thofé to be found 
in Ingulf are genuine; but fo imperfect, and contain fo few 
claufes favowrable to the fabjeét, that We fee no great reafon 
for their contending for them fo vehemently. It is probable, 
that the Englith meant the common law, as it prevailed during 
the reign of Edward; which we may conjecture to havé been 
more indulgent to liberty than the Norman inftitutions. ~The 
moft material articles of it were afterwards comprehended in 
Magna Charta. 
NOTE [LU], p- 284- 


b apace F, p.70. H. Hunt. p. 370, 372% M, Welt. 
p> 225. Gul. Neub. p. 357: Alured. Beverl. p, 124. 
De geft. Angl. p. 333: M, Paris, p. 4. Sim. Dun. p, 206. 
Brompton, p..962. 980. 116). Gervafe Tilb. lib: 1. cap. 16. 
Textus Roffenfis apud-Seld. Spicileg. ad Eadm. p.197. Gul, 
Pia. p. 206. Ordericus Vitalis, p. 521. 666. 853. Epitt. Sts 
Thom, p. 801. Gul. Malmef. p. 52, 57- Knyghton, p. 2354+ 
Eadmer. p. 110. Thom. Rudborne in Ang. Sacra, vol. 1. 
p: 248. Monach: Rof. in Anglia Sacra, vol. ii. p, 276, Girald. 
€amb, in eadem, vol. ii. p. 413 Hitt. Elyenfis, p. 516. The 
words of this lait hiftorian, who is very aticient, are remark- 
able, anid worth tranfcribing. Rex iague factus W iilielmus, 

quid 
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quid in principes Anglorum, qui tante cladi Supereffé poterant, fe- 
cerit, dicere, cum nihil profit, omitto, Quid enim prodeffiit, fi nec 
unum in toto regno de illis dicerem priftina poteftate uti permiffum, 
Jed omnes aut in gravem paupertatis erumnam detrufos, ait exhe- 
redatos, patria pulfos, aut effoffis oculis, vel ceteris amputatis 
membris, opprobrium hominum facies, aut certe miferrime afffiGos, 
vita privatos. Simili modo utilitate carere exiftimo dicere quid in 
minorem populum, non folum ab eo, Jed a fuis adtum fit, cum id 
aidu fciamus difficile, et ob immanem crudelitatem Sortaffis incre- 
aibile. 
NOTE [M,] p. 340. 

ENRY, by the feudal cuftoms, was intitled to levy a tax 

for the marrying of his eldeft daughter, and he exaéted 
three fhillings a hyde on all England. H. Hunt. p. 379+ 
Some hiftorians (or Brady, p. 270.and Tyrrel, vol. ii. p. 182.) 
heedlefsly make this fum amount to.above 800,000 pounds of 
our prefent money; But it could not exceed 135,000. Five 
hydes, fometimes lefs, made a knight’s fee, of which there 
were about 60,coo in England, confequently near 300,000 
hydes ; and at the rate of three fhillings a hyde, the fum would 
amount to 45,000 pounds, or 135,000 of our prefent money. 
See Rudborne, p. 257. In the Saxon times, there were only 
computed 243,600 hydes in England, 


NOTE [N], p. 344. 

HE legates a /atere, as they were called, were a kind 

of delegates, who poffeffed the full power of the pope 
in all the provinces committed to their charge, and were very 
bufy in extending, as well as exercifing it. They nominated 
to all vacant benefices, aflembled fynods, and were anxious to 
maintain ecclefiaftical privileges, which never could be fully 
protected without incroachments on the civil power. If there 
was the leaft concurrence or oppofition, it was always fuppofed 
that the civil power was to give way: Every deed, which had 
the leait pretence of holding of any thing fpiritual, as mar- 
riages, teftaments, promiffory oaths, were brought into the 
fpiritual court, and could not be canvafied before a civil ma- 
giftrate. Thefe were the eftablifhed laws of the church ; and 
where a le@ate was fent immediately from Rome, he was fure 


to 
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to maintain the papal claims with the utmof rigour: But it 
was an advantage to the king to have the archbifhop of Can- 
terbury appointed legate, becaufe the connexions of that pre- 
late with the kingdom tended to moderate his meafuress 


NOTE [O], pe a77- 
ILLIAM of Newbridge, p. 383. (who is copied by 
later hiftorians) afferts, that Geoffrey had fome title to 
the counties of Maine and Anjou. He pretends, that count 
Geoffrey, his father, had left him thefe dominions by a fecret 
will, and had ordered that his body fhould not be buried, till 
Henry fhould fwear to the obfervance of it, which he, ignorant 
of the contents, was induced to do, But befides, that this 
flory is not very likely in itfelf, and favours of monkifh fiction, 
it is found in no other ancient writer, and is contradicted by 
fome of them, particularly the monk of Marmoutier, who had 
better opportunities than Newbridge of knowing the truth. 
See Vita Gauf, Duc. Norman. p. 103. 
NOTE [P], p. 380. 
HE fum {carcely appears credible; as it would amount 
to much above half the rent of the whole land. Ger- 
vafe is indeed a contemporary author; but churchmen are 
often guilty of ftrange miftakes of that nature, and are com“ 
monly but little acquainted with the public revenues, This 
fam would make 540,coo pounds of our prefent money. The 
Norman Chronicle, p. 995. fays, that Henry raifed only 60 
Angevin fhillings on each knight’s fee in his foreign domi- 
nions: ‘This is only a fourth of the fum which Gervafe fays he 
levied on England: Aninequality noways probable, A nation 
may by degrees be brought to bear a tax of 15 fhillings in the 
pound, but afudden and precarious tax can never be impofed 
to that amount, without a very vifible neceflity, efpecially in 
an age fo little accuftomed to taxes. In the fucceeding reign, 
the rent of a knight's fee was computed at four pounds a year, 
‘There were 60,000 knights fees in England. 


NOTE [Q1], p- 382. 


ITZ-STEPHEN, p 18. This conduét appears violent ° 


and arbitrary ; but was fuitable to the ftrain of admini- 
{ration in thofe days. His father, Geoffrey, though repre- 
- fented 
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fented as a mild prince, fet him ani example of much greater 
violence... When Geoffrey was maftet of Normandy, ‘the chap- 
er of Seez sieracoegon without his confent, to proceed to the 
&ion: of a bifhop ; upon which he orde ated all of them with 
the bifhop ele& to be caftrated, and made all their tefticles be 
brought him in a platter. Fitz-Steph. p. 44. In the war of 
Touloufé, Henry laid a heavy and an arbitra ary tax on all the 
churches within his dominions. See Epift. St. Thom. p. 232. 
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y Fotuow here the narrative of ie soe ns, who was fecre- 
tary to Becket; though, no doubt, he may be fufpected 
of partiality towards his patron. Lord Lyttelton chufes to 
follow the authority of a manufeript letter, or rather mani- 
fefto, of Folliot; bifhop of bh eh which is addreffed to 
Becket himfelf; at the time when the bifhop appealed to the 
pope from the exeommunication denounced againft him by 
his primate, My reafons, why I give the preference to Fitz: 
Stephens are, (i,) If the friendfhip of Fitz-Stephens might 
render him partial to Becket even after the death of that pre- 
late, the declared entnity of the bifhop, muit, during his life- 
time, have rendered him more partial on the other fide. - (z.) 
‘The bifhop was moved by intereft, as well as enmity, tocalum- 
niate Becket. He had himfelf to defend againft the fentencé 
of excommunication, dreadful to all, more efpecially toa pre- 
late: And no more effe€tual means than to throw all the 
blame on his adverfary. (3.) He has a@ually been guilty of 
palpable calumnies in that letter. Among thefe, I reckon the 
following: He aflirms, that, when Becket fub{cribed the Con- 
fitutions of Clarendon, he faid plainly to all the bithops of 
England, Jt is my majfter’s pleafure, that I foould forfwear iy 
Self, and at prefent I fubmit to it, and do refolve to incur a per- 
jury, and repent afterwards as I may. However barbarous thé 
times, and however negligent zealous churchmen were then 
of morality, thefe are not words which a primate of great fenfe 
and of much feeming fanctity would employ in an affembly 
of his fuffragans:> He might aé& upon thefe principles, but 
*never furely would publickly avow them, Folliot alfo fays, 
that all the bifhops were refolved obftinately to oppofe the 
Conftitutions of Clarendon, but the primate himfelf betrayed 
thems 
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them from timidity, and led the way to their fubfcribing, 
This is dontrary to the teftimony of all the hiftorians, and di- 
rely contrary to Becket’s character, who furely was not defti- 
tute either of courage or of zeal for ecclefiaftical immunities. 
(4.) The violence and injuftice of Henry, afcribed to him by 
Fitz-Stephens, is of a piece with the reft of the profecution. 
Nothing could be more iniquitous, than, after two years 
filence, to make a fudden and unprepared demand upon Becket 
to the amount of 44,000 marks (equal to a fum of near a mil 
lion in our time) and not allow him the leaft interval to bring 
in his accounts, If the king was fo palpably oppreffive in one 
article, he may be prefumed to be equally fo in the reft. (5.} 
Though Folliot’s letter, or rather manifefto, be addreffed to 
Becket himfelf, it does not acquire more authority on that 
account; We know not what anfwer was made by Becket : 
The collection of letters cannot be fuppofed quite complete, 
But that the collection was not made by one (whoever he was) 
very partial to that primate, appears from the tenor of them, 
where there are many pafiages very little favourable to him: 
Infomuch that the editor of them at Broffels, a Jefuit, thought 
proper to publifh them with great omiffions, particularly of 
this letter of Folliot’s. Perhaps, Becket made no an{wer at all, 
as not deigning to write to an excommunicated perfon, whofe 
very commerce would contaminate him ; and the bifhop, truit- 
ing to this arrogance of his primate, might calumniate him 
the more freely. (6.) Though the fentence, pronounced on 
Becket by the great council, implies, that he had refufed to 
make any anfwer to the king’s court, this does not fortify the 
narrative of Folliot. For if his excufe was rejected as falfe and 
frivolous, it would be treated as no anfwer. Becket fubmitted 
fo far to the fentence of confifcation of goods and chattels, that 
he gave furety, which is a proof, that he meant not at that time 
to queftion the authority of the king's courts. (7-) It may be 
worth obferving, that both the author of Hiftoria quadrapar- 
aa and Gervafe, contemporary writers, agree with Fitz- 
Stephens ; and the latter is not ufually very partial to Becket. 
All the ancient hiftorians give the fame account. 
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